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SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL. D. 


This year the Reverend Dr. Fkanklin haring 

£ nUiBhed a translation of “Lucian" inscribed to 
im the Demonoa; thus: 

“To Dr. Sauubl Johkson, the Demonax of 
the present age, this piece is inscribed by a sin- 
cere admirer of his respectable talent^ 

“l^B Translator." 

# • 

Though upon a particnlar comparison of De- 
monax and Jdhnson, there does not seem to be a 
great deal of similarity between them, this Dedi- 
cation is a just compliment from the gmieral char 
racter given by Lndan of the ancient Sa^ 
** i^iinw anr oi&i m ftXooo^w Tcvopivoi^ the best ^1- 
loBopher whom I have ever seen or known.” 

.In 1781,. Johnson at last completed his “Lives 
of the Poets,” of which be gives this account: 
“ Some .time in March I finished the * Lives of 
the Poets,* which I wrote in my nsnal way, dila- 
toiily and hastily, unwilling to work, and work- 
ing with vigour and hute . Li a memorandum 
4previons to this, he says of .them: “Written, I 

* -liijaB and MBdltefloo^ p. ISa 
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a Titc Mrc or 1781. 

1in|t(v III mirh a mniinor as may Imil 1o the pW' 
tnotton of |»U*ty*." 

Tliui Ik ilir work «‘btcl^ of afll Dr. JobnKon's 
wrttitip«. will {lerbapK be read inoat genemUy, 
and whti nio^t plcamirc. I’lillology aud biogm- 
tiby were liiK fa\otiritc |iurKuitK, and fboKC xrbo 
litotl itioKt in iiitiitiacy with Iiini, beard him tt|>on 
all occaMOttK, wlieii there ww a |iroper oitporln- 
iiity, take delmbt to Gkpotiatingupon thcTariona 
twiiVi of the Kngibtb l^cla: U]M>n the niccficK of 
ibeir cbaraeterH. and the imintK of their progrCKK 
llirwiipb lilt; world wbieli they ooiitribnlcQ to lllu- 
tuinate. 111k iiiiiid nas so full of that kind of 
inforniatlon, and it vas no well nrranizid in liia 
tmiho^'« that in porfontuti^' what ho had nndevw 
taken in thin wav he had lilllo more to do than 
to put tiih thottgiftK ii|>oii ]Ki|>cr ; exhibiting fiiwt 
••adi PnH*K Uk*, and then anlyoining a eHlical 
i>Kaniination «>t' hi« geitinK and worka. lint when 
be lu'tfaii to write, tli4> Mthject Kwelted in kuHi a 
luiinner that. in*>lead of prefneiv to earh |H>ei, of 
iitt inure than n li’W pagiv, n< he had ongiiially 
iiit('ndr*i\ he iirodncMl an ample, neb. and 
eittertaiuiii’.; xn-w* of tin in in every n*«pe<:i. In 
ihi*( be te*>einhb'd Quintilian, who tells us, tliat 
in ihr e<«in|et*iitffin of his ln*>titiltionH of Oratory, 

** J^nlisn ff ftunm ufifrhutr isstfrMf jtius im* 

enm5 jlie iKiokM'l. 

f**!*, jn»tly -eo»-ib{e t*f the gre^t ufldiibnial value 
ui ihi ro|i%ti::hl. |trt'««.'nled him with anotliiY 

* III, fttjgs , »? t* M •• "• 'jrr.*! »a I •* IImI. 

t w-'j I » » t.-Jj 1 1 l*,'f lij, I »»• 

|ifr*si « |.»'eT 1*0^ •«tl. rt ,i,!i 

»•> *1 •ti e» *}♦»*•••» It- !“• so ♦'•rr l»a»» 

«■ Mi f «m *-:• » Ikw i! |l••l I- f#»*i I* *\ «M Xdkrt* 

» IfTirt'r' •' Sr !«■ 'tsOr •'.friiUlIl* 

»•; »»•«' *' w, 4»*, t*tS 

••.idr* *r« f t,«* / f !rA«M* “ 



JCTAT, 7d. nit. JUItXSON. *1 

hundred ponnds oi’cr and above two hnndred, for 
which hi« i^rccniciii was lo fumisili auch prcfhcGR 
as he thoo^t fit. 

'hiiM was, however, but a anmll rcconinenap for 
such a collection of biogiaphy, and auen pnnei- 
ples and illustrations of criticism as, if digested 
and arranged in one system by some modem 
Aristotle or Lonmnus, might form a code upon 
that subject, sneh ns no other nation can show. 
As he was so good as to iimko mo a present of the 
greatest part of the oriinnal and indeed only ma- 
nuscript of this admirable woric, 1 have an oppor- 
tunity of observing with wonder the correctness 
with which he rapidly struck off sneh dewing 
compositien. He may be assimilated to the l^dy 
in Waller, who conld impress with “Love at first 
sight:** 

" SoiBP oiber iqrnphR irilb eohmiB fUid , 

And iicnrS ■!««-, n^rCnpidjiiln^ 

And » nwric hart in llnm dalimi 
She hw a ntampi and |ninto tlie mw." 

That liG^ however, bad a good deal of trouble 
- and some' anxiety in carrying on the work, we 
see from a series of lettmv to Mr. Nichols tlic 
printer\ whose variety of litcraiy inciiiiiy add 
obliging disposition rendered him nseful to John- 
son. Mr. Steeveus appears, firom tiio jMipen in 
my possession, to have sapplied him with some 


‘•-llna^lnlhftUflsorWalla.lIr.NIdiotovUlllndanlbniro 
to die PultanMntanr Iliet^, (km niiM n lone qnofetloa le to bo 
t^atod. If Mh Bfiehplii annol aallr find thenooh, Mr. Johnaon 
wIBaend hlkMB St wilmino . 

"mareadon to herarataned." 

« ^r*?^*P’tdmtllaia far note upon DnfconpMMlielr tha( 
1 eaaaMlInd K. Vonr InToraiafionB baa ban oTafnl naa to mew 
1 ^ aaollier llat of onr antbi^ finr 1 bam 

dwt adlb ne olbar. I bam aem Shmnn^ IMiaj^ Let nm 
bam llwnftamM aeon aa can bft DealTTHL* 
"]ChamnmtPhinM,^tliUaEa«ariia,to1wlnacrtcd. Thcfka^ 
a ppelkea worth the Impnaaion, bto that wo nnur 
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4 THB LIFE -or 1781. 

anecdotes and notations; and I obserre the &ir 
band- of Mrs. Thrale Bs one of his copyists of 
select passara. Bnt be \ras principally indebted 
-to my stee^ friend B&. Israc Beed, of Staple 
-Inn, arhose estenaiTe and accnmte knowledge of 
Englisb Ifteraiy Hurfmj I do not esmness with 
eamggeiation when I'sar it is wonderm; indeed 
his mbonrs-baTe pxored it to the arcoid; and all 
.arho have the pleasnre of his acqnaintance can 
bear testimony to the fimikness of his common!- 
cations in private sodety. 

It is not my.intention to dwdl npon each of 
Johnsim’s ** fives of tiie Poets^* or attempt an 
- analysis of tiieir merits, trfaidi, were 1 able to do 
it^ wonid take np too mnch room in this work; 
yet 1 shall make afewobrarvations npon some of 
’them, and insert a few various readii^. 

The Life of Gowi.bt he himself considered as 
the best of the whcd^ on acconnt of the disserta- 
tion which it contains on the MaapigfriealJPoett. 
Diyden,- whose critical abifities were equal to his 


itodofoiwlUns; linq'baBddedfolhelilborPUII^ Tbe 
LBlhilHecittobeeddcdlotlwIiaorSallL Iihdlbeatbnm 
toici«ewtira«bNtioniBlab lloch 1,17381" 

** PImm to set ns the bit cttlon oTHikm'S Lrftan; aBder to 
set DcuA apoB Btodane^ nd noB Cno. ud ug- fUnsoTthe 
nne writer apIntFapeL Oni iiwfaM e eie debetiiiB." 

** Ae tllrilcr nvAncd to ban liidlated Abftat, do jm tUalc o 
AwpiCtoorFImawoaldcBiM onredMonX Few’icodoi’hm 
aceBltaodlliBaTrieBaetheak BotltbBOtiwceaaBipr- 
** An AMooBtcr tbe Una aodWoifcooraoBieortheBioftaidaeiit 
ElsDab Poeb. Bljr, te— 'IbeSmBlibPoela. bfaBnUealb and 
ciUoaQr coaridncd. bj Sm. JeasaoSi*— let Sir. Kfabeb take bb 
toUiadad. SlerrlTSl.'* 
Itbeadvenbeowat tbrlfaeaewedabni. It 
OT tbgb lirtleio Z aee not that etg- me can be 
made^ fbr tim cbe BO bribnurim of aaf tbbK: iMbewaao 
Bundier ofa XUiwnddcalSodetr bBanefUasi mtiBRilr be eoold 
bebBtacanaponDiisiBeBber. Hbweier,BotbBilqslaBabeic^ 
Z bnow not bow to pnt ft bk and tt b oT Blrie bBportaBeeu** 

See aercial iwae In **T1io OratleBwi'b SbcariBc/* ITSBl Tbe 
Editor oTthat Slberibair. to wbkh JobBiOB wiole fbr aeicnl 5eaia, 

secna Joa^ to tUaktbateveiTfiicnient oTm BealBBBub woilkr 
oT betas pcBMned. 
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DR. JOHNSON; 


S Heticali Imd mentioned them in his. excellent 
cdication of Ills .Juvenal, but had barely mcii- 
tionod Uiem. Johnson, has (mhibitod- them at 
lam with such bappjr iUnstration lirom their 
wiTODgs, and in so Inminons a manner, that in- 
deed .he may.be allowed the full merit of novelty, 
and.tb have disoovored to us, as it were, a new 
planet in .the poetical hemisphere. 

It is remarked by Johnson, in considering tlie 
works of a poet*, mat ** amendments are smdoin 
made without. some token of a rent;” but I do 
not find that' this is applicable to prose*. We 
shall see fhaf^ tliongfa Iiis amendments in tliis 
work are for the bettor, there is nothing of die 
paumu aautus f.tite texture is uniform: and, in- 
deed, .what had been tbera at first is very sddom 
unfit to have remained. 

VanaHt-Readu^^ qf the Uye qf CkiwiuBY. 

I 

“ A'li [fn^re votaries of] that- may hemyUr 
|Nmt/or solitude. 

. '* To concave and exeente die {agitation or per- 
c^tion]paj» and ikafieoanrea m other minds. 

“ nnie wide eflolgonce of [the biasing] a snmmer 
noon.”' 

^ In the Life of WaiiUa, Johnson g^ves a diih 
tinct and animated narrative of publick aflhirs 
in that varimted period, wjdi strpnjg yet nice 
touches of character; and having a feir opportu- 
nity to display his political pimpiples^ dbes it 

wim an anqnuified manly confidence^ and satis^ 
* • * ■ , ' 

* LUburSboUd. ' 

* (S^ bowaTW, vd. OL p. 46(L wbarethenniaraiBuktoaHidii^ 
■ad 4imioii.lithmapMUiivarw«M InUiUtoorDijdaii, hb 
obMtmBan In Sw Onv* <7 * Dnc ArOmi* Snlhli n ililkfaw 
ImtaUMoarthetnfhol^miufc. kf.] 

* nnm ail|||nil iwdinp b andosBii In natelmta, and fho'i 
«aab printed In lUbS. 7 


6 TBB LIFE OF 1781. 

fies his readen nobly he might have executed 
a Tory Hutorp of his conotry. 

So easy is hiB style in these Lives, *that I do not 
Kcollect mofe than thrM oncommon or learned 
iFords; ode^ when giving an acodniit the'i^ 
proafdi of Waller’s mortal disease^ he says, " be 
Iband his legs grow Imattf ,*’* by using the expres- 
sion -his legs ModUd, he would have avoided Ais; 
and there would have' heen no impropriety in its 
bein^ followed by the intmesting qurotion to his. 
phyncian, “What that swdUor meant ^ Ano- 
ther, when he mentions that Pope had eriuMsd 
proposals; when pMukdA or isamd would have 
been more readily understood; and athitd, when 
he calls Orrery and Dr. Delany writers both tm- . 
donbtedly wradoKt; When tfoe, hokut, or 
might have been used. Tet^ it must be owned, 

. that none'of these are itard or loo ^ words: that 
custom would make them seem as easy as any 
others; and that a language is richer and capiAle 
of more heanty of expresnon by haying a greater 
variety of syn a uym ee. 

His dissmtation upon the unfitness of poetry 
finr the awful subjects of our holy religion, thouffh^ 
I do wot entirely agree with bim, has all the' 
merit of originahty, with uncommon fbrce 'and 
reasoning. 

Variaot Rraduigg m lAe <if WauiBB. 

" Consented to* [the insertion of thmr names] 
tknr am nMtmaiioH. 

** rAfker]/Mwn||g a fine of ten thousand pounds. 

“Congratulating Charies the Second on his 
[ooronamn] reeovmd righit, 

“ He that has Battery ready for all whom the 
vidaritndes of the world happen to exalt must' 
be [confoased to degrade his powers] seoraed as a 
prostUated mmd. 
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-••■The chancten by ivhich Waller, intended* to 
disfingouh bis' are [elq;ance] tpnghUu 

Hsu and dij^ity^ 

-."BloiBonia to be Valued only aR. they. [fetch] 
jSirefaB frnita. . 

Iman andi aa the Bnp^(^ df nature [ea- 
- eUy] rsmife Buppliee. 

: « [Hu] iSbiiie applicationi [are aometinieB] wag 
de Moijig'm-too remote and nhconsequential. 

• '* His imagea are [eometimea cotafesedl not oil- 
woga diuffeef .” 

" t • 

Against his Life of Milton ' the honnds of 
Wbdggism hare open^ in fell cry. But of Mil- 
ton's great excellence as a poet,- ‘where shall we 
find snch a blaxon as by the hand of Johnson? I 
shall sdect only the following passage concern- 
ing ** Paradus JjoU/* 

** Fancy-can hardly finrbear to conjectnie with 
what temper Miltota snrreV^ the sumt progress 
of Ins ^rk, and marked bis repntation.steuing 
’ its way in a kind of subterraneous current ihroiw 
fear and aUence. I cannot bnt conceive him calm 
and .confident, little dfisappointed, not at all de- 
jected, rdyiug on his own merit with steady oon- 
s^nsneas, and waitings without hi^tiei^ the 
vidantndM of opinion, and the impartiality of a 
fntnre genaration.’* 

Indeed even Dr. Towers, who may be consi- 
dejred as one of the warmest xealots of Tka Xtaoo- 
htiioH iSbcMfy. itself allows that “Johnson has 
spoken in the highest terms of the abilities of (hat 
great poet; and, has bestowed on his principal 
po^ical compositions the most honourable enco- 
miums*.” .. 

m 

■ 8aa**ABSbHjmtlio IillbbCll■nlatH',■lldWIttillg■arDr.lh- 
' iHDdTdbiiiani”LiiiiaBD(lT87| wUdib’f^mRitriltaii.iniUw* 
VnpwalWinmJbrtlMidaiiiimllailbiBolirorltiMitliaiir: nhaial 
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T1iat= a -man,- who-venerated the Chnrdi and 
Monarchy ae Johnson d|d, shonld speak- \nth a 
jnst abhorrence of Milton as a politician, or rather 
as a daring fbe to aood piblity, \ras sorely to be 
expected; and to those vhocensnre him, Iwonld 
recommend bis' comment^ on- Miltonb cele- 
brated complaint of his situation, when by thb 
lenity t>f Charles the Second, -"a- lenity of which 
(as Johnson well obserres) the -world has had. 
perhaps no other examide, he^ who had' written 
in justification of the mnider of his Sovereign, 
was safe under an **170 sooner 

is he safe than he finds himsdf in danger,' ./hflim 
oh eml da^fa and eoU HmgHBa, wdh darhHM emd 
wUh dtagtra- coammed rmuid. This darkness^ 
had his eyes bpenbetfjtf employed, had nndonbt' 
edly deserved compasnon; rat to add the idei^ 
tion of dan^ was nngratdTnl and nqjust He 
vTas fellen, indeed, otf ml riawr; the time was 
come in which r^cides cmnld no* longer boast 
their wickedness. ^ Bnt of nU iongmea fyt BHlton 
to complain; required impodencse at least equal 
to his other powers; Milton, whose warmest ad- 
vocates mnstalloiik that he never spared any aspe- 
rity of reproach'-'or'bmtdity of insolence.” 

1 hav^ inde^,''often wondered how Milton^ 

cuout howsfar boCadBilrateUilbandBrlniDHiUufliaiar nr 
illmlilogi fttands 

"Eto paiHMod adnuiidlmy m bww of midenludlqb nUnii 
wan auMh oplflraled ^ itadly, ud itOl non ty medHaltai ud 
SaoSm. W» nomoiy mi nnoifcoMly ntonm^ Ui ionginliaa 
moonmady ttiji odgn^ kewori ^naetnl^ 

OOB^ Mdowiietlnoo oide^MiriSwlMiirlthe ! ■!«! & of cirtne 
mm eSen mon Wh olad in Mo oobto wo Spb and Ih Mo writingo. Uga 
nnoanoqg^irliiahwnndlqdwadiBliblHanRpndnailoiniianoBi- 
bUlod obo In Mi ooimniMai4 wUflb wni vnnoii^ otriktaKond te. 
nbaollfoi and paddyn no nan aw 'oqnnllod him ftr nonann and 
pflutod nMitoMs 

*HiB utoHonny, Ua moial Bnajia, and Ui jmdnoliona la poBlo 
Htonlan idll odnngr aaofld Inatrnouoa and emant ontarfUainonL 
aa fanqr aa Iho laienago In vidah CMgr an nillloB abdl ba nndnmiood.* 
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"OR Bcrimonioiis and ^anrly I^nbUcan*,”<^* a 
man trho in bu domestick relations was ab aeveie 
and arbitrary',” and ’whose head was filled with 
the hardest and most dismal tenets of ’ Calvinism, 
should have been snch a poet; should not only 
have written with sublimity,* but mth beanty, md 
even gaiefy ; should have exquintdy painted fhe 
sweetest sensations of* which our natnie is ca-' 

C ible; imaged the delibite raptures of connubial 
ve; nay, seemed to be animated* with all fhe 
s{ni!it tff revelry. • It is a firoof that in the human' 
mind the drartments of judgment' and imagina- 
tion, percqpnon and tamper, may sometimes be 
divided by strong partitions; and that the light * 
and shade in the saine character may be kept so 
distinct as never to-be blended*. 

IntheLi&ofMjltoo, Johnson took occasion to 
mdntsin his own and the aeneral opinion of the 
excellence of rhyme ovcw blank verse, in Eqglish 
poetry; and quotes this apponte illastration of it 
by "an mgenions critick, • that it seem to he.vaie 
imfytoihe^\ The gentleman whom be thus cha.- 
racterises u ^ he told Mr. Seward) Mr. Lock, 

* of Norbu^ Park, in Surrey, whose knowledge 
and taste in the fine arts is univeraBUy cdebrated^ 
with whose elegance of manners the writer of the- 
present work has filt himself much impressed, 
and to whose virtues a common fiioid, who has 
known him long, and is 'not much addicted to 
fiattery, gives the highest testimony. 


■ lalauHfiLUbarimtaB. * lUL 

mota-it himBiar apraof Ihit In lUt liiiOiinrar 
OwM dmriU — nwilinii vUoh he hee deearibed: Ihet onAM 
toipialcelCii fhajMi^ eed not fhe Mi^ fliet irUbi. 

' Onoor SwmMtiiKtBtd lurtueee orawebat of Uenk taia 
ooenned to the late Eul of BaMbni. Hie Iiaiddb ohaaaad ana 

afUa ahephnda Milas fa Iha Sme epee miten'i^Feiediia LoeV 

and haatas eSkad hha what hook It waa Oie mao en a wa t a ^ ^Airt 
phaaajoarLDidahlp^lUalem'faiyeddBortornaBflioBn haanadd 
nia hot aanaat tetet Ib^. 
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Farimu JRaaiSnga m iht I4ft qf Milton. 

**I cannot find any meaning but this whid [hia 
most bigot^ advomtea] enm Amdaew and rsoa- 
rmeacanpve. 

.“[Perh^M noj Moreaifif an^ man ever wrote ab 
mndh, and phdfwd m few. 

'."A certain [feacne] preunaiine from oblivion. 

** Let me not be cenaored for thia digrenrion, 
aa [contract^] 0 «fefitidfe or paradoxical. • 

“Socratea rather waa of opinion that what we 
had to learn wee bow to [obtam and communicate 
.hapweaa] do gdod and anoid eaU. 

' “Ita elegance Twho can exhibit?] tr few ol- 
AwmBb.” 


- 1 could, with pleaanreb expatiate upon the maa- 
terly execution of the Life of DEToeii, which we 
haye aeen* waa one of Johnifen'a literary prcgecta 
at an eurly period, and which it ia remarkable 
tiiat, aifer deaiating from it from a anppoaed acan- 
tineaa of materiala, he ahonld, at an advanced age^ 
have exhibited ao amply* 

Hia defence of that great port igainat the illi- 
beral attacka upon hito, aa if hia embnicing the 
Roman Gatholick communion had been a time- 
aeiving meaante^ ia a jnece of reaaoning at once 
able candid. Indeed, Dryden himaelf, in hia 
“ Etind and PEnther,” hathg^n anch a picture of 
hia mind that they who bow the anxiety for re- 
poae aa to the awftil antgect of our atate b^ond 
the graven though they may think hia opinion ill 
founded, mnat think dharitably of hia aentiment: 

** But, gnwhai God, how ««n dwt flion prarida 
For omiia Jodninlo in uhrIiv liddel 
Tin fhnnob ferimpio In tbo ami orUilit, 

A Dtanonrgloiy End Infelds fboNpIrti 


* 8fleVcd.IILppgoF0L 
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■ , , 

■ OltauiiiimlobellBTBffanlbvBeoiieevl^- 

And Mudi no flufher than fl^^ruBTBuV; ... 

Bat Hot donofbr mu dbeotiv taki^ 

IVkom thoa boat pfoolMd nover to ftnaknt 

Ilf flionriilIaHjoafhiraavhig*dirifliTdndarinn;' . 

, ,wnianhmlodffnHriadliu*B>doriiteSic% 

Inllow^lUia'lvita; andwhantholrnniiiaoiraigane^ 

Uj nilda itradk ont nnr ^arklaa of on own. 

Snob waa I, anoh Iqr vatera BtUl I am; 

Be IUm thogloij, and bo ndno the diamek' 

Good Jib be now B 7 taak: iQT donbla an done; 
lUlnt mom oodd dmak iqj bub than Three In Oner* 

'In diBxrinff Drjrden's chaT&cter, Johnson has 

pven, thoogn 1 suppose nnintentionsUy, Mme 

touches of his ouhi. Thns: “ihe power' that 

predominated in his intdlectnal operations wtCs 

rather strong resson thsn quick sennbitity. Upon 

all occasions that were presented, he stnoied 

rather than fdt; and proddbed sentiments not 

Such ad Nature enforces, hot meditation supplies. 

With the simple and elemental passions as foey- 

spring separate in the ndnd, he seems not much 

acquaint^. He is^ therefore, with all his variety 

of excdlence^ not Often pathetick*; and had so 

Utfle sensibility of the power of eflfoaiOns pnrdiy 

natural that he did hot esteem them in others.”— 

It may-indeed he obaefved that in all the nnme- 

h>ns vOitings of Johnson, whether in prose or 

yOrse^ and evOn in his 'Cragedy, of which the anb- 

ject is the distress of an nimrtnnate Frincesi^ 

there is' not a sin^e passage that erer drew a 

tearl 
• ■ 

Variam Reada^ » ike Idfe qf DnyDhK. 

“The reason of this general pemsSl, Addison 
has attempted to [find in] derim Jjnm the deltyht 
which the mind fieds in the investj^ition of 
secrds. 

* 

■ ntaeeBiatoBN^UmilbereBmmuvpafhettd;paaaBfeaiB3iAn> 

aoB^watkaibadipnaoaBdTCiack ILJ 
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** His best acfions are but [convenieDtJ inabUi^ 
^wickedneM. ' 

"'^en once he had engsged himsdf in dis- 
putation, [matter] ihoygktt flowed in on either 
. aide.*- 

“The ab)ras of an nnideal [emptiness] vaeoH^. 

“Thes^ like [many odier ImnotsJ tie kam4$ 
^ olAer «ea, had his lore thon|^- not his appro- 
mtion. 

"He [sometimes displagv] duoaub.to 
his knomcdge with peoantick ostentation. 

"Ftunch words wnicih [were then used in] bad 
flea er^ Mfo convetsation.'' 

The Lifis of Pope iras written by Johnson eo» 
eiaon^ both from the ouly possession which fliat 
writer had taken of his mind, and from die plea-' 
'sure whidi he must have fidtin fr>r ever silencing 
all attempts to lessen Ins poetiosl fam^.by.'de- 
monstrating his ezceUeno^ and pronounciDg the 
following tnumpbant enloig^m After all tbi^ 

it is snray snp'eiflnons to answer the qnestion . 
that has once oeen asked. Whether Pope was a 
poet? otherwise than ^a^ngin retnrn, if Prae 
be not a poet^ where is poetry to he found? To 
drcnmscnbe poetry by a definition will only 
ahow the narrowness of die definer; .though a de- 
finidon which riiall ezdnde Pope will not easily 
he nmde. Let ns look round upon the present 
time^ and hack upon the 1^; lot ns inquire to 
whom the voice of mankind has decrm the 
wreath ofpoet^; let dieir productions be eza- 
mined, ana their clainis staM, and the preten- 
sions of Pope wfll be no more disputed.”' 

1 rememoer once to have heaid Johnson say, 
"Sir, a thousand years may dapse befiire thm 
shall appear another man widi a power of versifi- 
cation equal to thatof Pope.” That power must 
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nhdon'btedly'be allowed 'its dne' share ia -enlian- 
cine the Tame of his captiTating composition. 

■ Johnson who had done- liberal justice to War- 
barton in his edition ofrShakspeare^ which was 
published during the life of -that powerful writer, 
witii still gmter -liberality took an opportunity, 
in tile life of Pope^-of paying the-tribute dne to 
him when he was no'lon^ m " high place,” but 
-numbered witii'the dead.. ■ ■ 

' It seems etrange that two-such men as John- 
son and Warborton, -who lived in the same a^ 
and country, should not only not have been in 
any d^ree oif intima^, but been almost person- 
allj' unacquainted: But such instance^ -thoqgh 
we must wonder-at them, are not rare. If I am 
rightly infonned, after a careful inquiry, they 
ne^ met but once, which was at the house of 
Mrs. French, in London, well known for her ele- 
gant assemblies, and bringing eminent characters 


.* * or Jdmoo^ oondnot towwdi WaibnrlOD •■Tuy 
imIIn b tnkn ly dw Editor of "l^aoto ly Wariinrloi^ and a Wn^ 
l w rtd da n,BotadBimodlBio fha CoDeotioB of their lB^ 900 tlTa Woilci,'* 


arWaibarioab afaanalar,he Myai^lD two naiarlBl woifca,lahii- 
BDahuat^ Bulb lathe Baonoit laift of hta adarimai ^tha 
r eToadi a BMB, ImpactlaoBoe mail be dbaahed, aad aad^ 
or tttenay aiaill, JohaiOBb aa we dl 
laaasialooa'bot-aaiodBeraiejBdgft Saab waa hla di^ 
I fteeadlalo fha aaiat aeoeat apriaga ef haauoi 
I hta latagiltji that he dwaya wdghad 1 he.Baad 




:si 


HawaatoeooBiHieoBatepieiMateailnAaadloemeBdtO' 
tar. Wailiortoohafeoeihaa r kaow hOB,aodBa I 
aad drtoo woBld.wbb to be kaewqi— I 
ldBowawillla|i,aadllroeithe^ _ 

Ba^aadoBROoiib 

ikadaaya " 

fallaaraaot, ael 

itdealga,e 

lanreadoB or haired or albdioa. Ta^ 

wHh an the aidoor .of lyi^tMtbk fetataa, lohoaoe had ddae fliat 
apoBtaaeoBa^aad el^, wHoh, by I 

Uetafbyolbaia, fl 

I oatpeela^l 


aad, V ! 

Iheyaiati 


IdaBiAidy 
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togetber. The ioterview proved 16 be mtitiially 
egreeable. 

I am irell informed that ‘Warbnj^n said of 
Johnson,* **I admire him, bnt.I cannot beer his 



ner in which he expressed his admiration of the 
fortili^ of Warburton’s {[rains and of the variety 
of his materials, **^e table is always full, 
sir. He brings things fivm the north, and tiie 
Bonthf'and fr^ every quarter. In his *Dirine 
Ijegation,* yon are alwajta entertained. He caiv 
Ties yon round and ronnd, without carrying yon 
fortvard to the point; bnt then ron have no- wish 
to be carried forward.” Hesaid to the Reverend 
Mr. Streban, ** Warborton is perhaps the last man 
who, has written wifli a mind foil ofreading and 
reflection ” 

It is remarkable that^ in the Ufe of -Broome, 

dowatalL Ba wnfe* «iril of Waitartoa^ vilboat iondflvttaM 
iriKHD WaitarfnnoHgipMd. BsnmiandaottlialiimarfkraoiHar 
fUi OKtiandiaiiT miL while be GBaamoiiRd to di^nraoB to bb nil. 
ui Bomi and t i a n eoi ual eolal ejneUeoeaiL Ha denuded Mm vbea 



eaia- 
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Johnson taka notice of Br.. Wnrbnitdn nahig a 
mode of espreasiQn ^ich -he himself nsedj' and 
not 8Glaoin» to fhegfeat offisnce of those who 
did not know him. Havmg occasion.to -mention 
a note^ stating the different parts which were 
ezecntkl hy-lhe Osodated translators of.!* The 
'Odyssey,” he says, '*Dr. Warbarton told me, in 
1^ warm language that he-thonght' the relation 
^ven in -the note a Ht.“ -The lanraage is worm 
mdeed; and; I most own, cannot- be jnstified in 
- consistency with -a decent rmrd to the'eata- 
blished forms of speech. Johnson had nccns- 
tomed himalf to nse foe word fi^ -to mcpress a 
mistalfo or' an erronr in relaticm: in shor^ when 
foe tkuigvHunoi to at told, foon|^ foe relator did 
not mean to deceivei When he thought .there 
was mtentional falsehood in the relator, his -ez- 
pression was, " He Uot, and he kaoiot he Uet" • 
Speaking of Popfa not hevn^ been known to 
excel in' conversation, Johnson observe that, 
** traditional memo^ tetains no sallies of railleiy, 
' or sentences of observation ; nothing eifoer 
pointed or 'solid, - 'ivise or mer^-and mat one 
jmophthenn onlj is recorded ” In this'respeot. 
Pope differed widely from' Johnson; whose cdn- 
voraation was, peihapa; more admirifole than even 
hisWritmes, however exc^ent Mr. Wilkes has^ 
hdweveri me wifo one repartee of 

of which Jbhn^ Waa 'not informed-. -JohuMn, 
after justly .censuring him for having "nursed in 
his mind' a 'foolish disesteem of Kingi^” tells ns^ 
"yet a- little regard shown him by me Prince 
Wales melted 'blS obduracy; an'd he; had not 
much. to say when he was awed by his Royal 
HiafineBS, kow Ae epidd love a ‘Prim^ u/JUIb Ae 
dimktd JBBttgtr* -The'answet which Pope..made; 
‘ wa|; "This youdglion is hannlmn, and even play- 
ful ; but when his claws 'are fall grown he be- 
comes cruel, dreadful, and mischi^us.^ 


16 
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■Bat althoDgfa vre have do collection of PopVs 
^ylng^ it M not therefore to be condnded that 
he -was not agreeable in aodal.inteFboaFBe; for 
. Johnaon baa b^ heard to aay,." that the happieat 
coDTeraation ia that 'of irhich nothing ia diatinctl'y 
remembered, bnt a general edect of pleaaingim- 
preaaion.” The lata Lord Somerville V.^bo aaw 
mnch both of ^reat and brilliant life^ told me that 
.he had dined in company with-Pojj^ and that 
.after dinner the UtOeman, aa he called him, drank 
hia botde of Buigqndy, and vraa exceedin^y gay 
.and entertainiiw., 

I cannot.witnh'old ftom my great'friend a cen- 
; Bare of at leant cnlpable inattention to a nobleman, 
‘ whob it.haa.been anown, behaved to him- with nn- 
common pditenena. 'He' aaya, "Exc^t Lord 
Bathnrat^ none of Popela noble IKenda were' anch 
aa that a good man wodd wiah to have hia-inti- 
macy. with them .known to jpoaterity.** Thia will 
not api^ to Lord Manafidd, who wai not ennor 
. bled in lifetime; bnt Johnaon dionld have 
’recollected .that -Lord Mardimont waa one of 
thoae noble IKenda. indndea hia Lordahip 
along with Lord Bolin^;brokeb in a charge of n^ 
lect of the papera wmiBh Pope left by hia will; 
when, in tmtb, aa 1 m^df pointed ont to him, 
before he wrote that poef a lif^ the papera -were 
"committed to Ihrada ooraomlffi^lpiiaat of Lord 
Bolingbrok^ nnleaa he (Lord Bohngbroke) ahall 
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'not Barvire' me;* so that LoM Marchmont'had 
no concern nrhatever trith them.- After the firBt 
edition of the Lives, 'Mr. Malone, whose lovh of 
jnstice is eqnal to his accnracy, mad^ in my 
hearing, 'the same- remark' tO‘ Johnson; yef'he* 
omitted to conect the erroneoiu 'statment *. 
These 'particnlatB 1 mention, in the -belief -that 
there’ Was only fiengetfalness in :n^ fiiend ; hot I 
owe this mnch to the Earl of Manmmont^s repnta- , 
tion, who, wme there no othw memorials, will be* 
iinmortslized by that line of Pope^ in the Terses- 

on his Grotto: . ■ 

■ ■ • 

* And rie.biigia flirna vas-jAot llmm^ llnduMinfli ml.” 

’ .Ffrioiit J&MdSvs m tfis ^‘PoFB. 

• ' "Somewhat free} n^Sasnt^ hold in his criti- 
cism. 

. ‘ **'All the-gay [niceties] vaneUu of diction.-'* 

. ''-Strikes -'the imi^nation with far [more] 
gresferlforce. 

' " It is [probalily] certam^ the noblest vendon 
of-po'etiy which the worid has ever seen. 

- <* Ev^ sheet enabled him to write the next 
with Hess tronble] monJudUfy, 

■ff no-nian sym]^thixes with [vanity dqiressed] 
the sorrows. 

[ It had bran [crimind] less easiilg esomedL 
"'When he [threatened to lay down] heUksd 
lajfiw doHn his pi^.' 

^ *' Sodety Jis BO named ^phatically in opposi- 
tion to] fmmecMjf related is a stale eoHiradis- 
In^giRM^yrdsi a state of nature. 

■'fIUintybsl,|iinram,iMnedljdUnotnilMllmBin|jill irill 
‘ lqmadiLDiaAInduiiaiit,bntilroniunHeiiaiNii JntulwBVBaled 
tD oomat tbe ntalmieiit eonetniliis Sw Bunty of Thonmn. tto 
por^allsrttlndlNeBdMiwiilotownNnan. BL] ' 

vbif! IV. ■ . c 
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"A petitions life of an [absurd] nifitimied 
scholar. ■ 

*■ A fedish [contempt^ disregard] dSmafessf of 

Kin@. 

. "Sis- hopes and fean^ bis jojs and soirom 
[vere like those of other mortals] aeieA 
vpen his mmd. 

" Eager to pnrsne hrowledge and attenfire to 
[accnmnlate] fvfam ft. 

** A mind [ezenrsiTe] aeiive, ambition^ and ad- 
Tontnrons. 

** In its [noblest] widest searches still longing 
to go ferv^. 

** He wrote in such a manner as mig^t expose 
him to few [n^leets] hazards. 

*' The [reasonablraess] jasiiee of my determi- 
nation. 

' ** A- [fevonrite] ddidous employment of the 
poets. 

"JBfore terrifidc and more powerfol [beings] 
phastmas peifenn on tbestonny ocean. 

** The inrentor of [those] this petty [b^ngs] 
fiotioji. 

** The [mind] heart naturally lores tmth.” 

In the Life of Audtsok we find an nnpleas- 
iqg acoonnt of his haiiim lent Steel a hundred 
ponndsi and " reclaim^ his loan by an execn- 
tion.** In the new editmn of tiie Bhgraphia 
Srita^ea, the authenticity of this anecdote is 
denied. Bnt Mr. lUalone has obliged me nife 
the following note concerning it: — 

** Many persons haring donbts concerning this 
fact, I applied to Hr. Johnson to leom on what 
authority he asserted it He told me he had it 
from Sarqg^ who Ured in intimaxw with Sted, 
and who mentioned that Steel told him fee story 
wife tcaiv in his eyes^Ben Victor, Hr. Johnson 
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said, likewise infiirmed him of .(his remarkable 
' transactioD from the relation of -Mn Wilka the 
oomeduD, who was also an 'intimate of Steeles*. 

' — Some^ in defiance of Addison,, have said that 
* the act was donfe with the ^od natnr^ ’new 
of lonsing Stede^. and correcting that profiision 
whidi always mMe him .necesntons.’— If- that 
were the case (said JohnBon)^. and that' he only 
wanted to darm Stede^ he woidd afterwards have 
■ rdunud the moni^ to Ins ftiend, which it is not 
pretended he. did.*-—* This too j^e added) .might 
he retorted by an advocate for Sted^ who might 
dlege that he did not rmy the loan. tntoilftOfi- 
al^, merdj to see whdh.er Addison' wonld be 
mean and. .nngenerons epbn^ to make npe of 
le^ process to recover it iBnt of snch specn- 
lancms ihere is no end : we cannot dive into tiie 
hearts of men; -bat thdr actions are open to ob- 
servation.* ■ 

. **1 then mentioned to him that some people 
thought thatHr.' Addiron*s character wasjp pn^ 
that the fact, tiumgh tnu, ought to have been 
snppresrad., Hjs saw no reason for this. *If 
nothing but ihe'bri^ sMe of charabten shonld. 
be shminij we: shonld dt down in desj^dency 
and think it ntterly imposnble to imitate them 
in.osgr The sacred writers (he observed) 

rdated the vichms as wd) as the rirtnons acticms 
of men; which had this moral eflect that it kept 
mankind from dupair, into which otherwise they 
wcmld nathrdly.nll,' wwe'they not snpported by 
the -reGoIlection tiiat .otiierB had ofiend^. like 
themselves, and by penitence and amendment of 
lifie had been re^rM to the ftvonr of Heaven.* 

• h 


* []!UM0lfr..BndwlidtaiaNdait^lVB^ flirt I«4rDiiioiIiM 
iliiBaM,v1io md rtamrt.a|a,I tUidcbi IVSS^ mlMd ben 
BUeaqpetartdiinbBMl^taMbfiiflw 11016 rt^. UJ 

.c2 • 
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' The last.-panimph of this oote js of great'iin-' 
portance;^ and I'lecj^neBt tiiaf my raadm may 
consider it with parbcniar attention'. It be 
aflerwdrds referred to in this irork. - 

. 'famous RfiaHiigt m tie I^e of Addison. 

. " [Bat he xna onr first example] Hie HKu,'iow- 
eiMr, 0 ite ^oareorli^ AMnysfer of correctaess. 

-* “ And'Joveriook] despise Hh^r masters. 

'-** His instmctions were sncli as tiie' [state] 
lAaraeUr of his [own time] reaien made [neces- • 
smrylw/ier. 

' ** His purpose was toi [diffbse] litetary 
cdridsi^ oy gentle and nnsnspected oonverence 
[among] ntfo the gay, the idle, and the wealthy. 

■* Pnm^ rather for' those tiiat [wish] ers 
to writeL 

« Domestick [manners] teeoes" 

In his Life of Paknblx., 1 wonder that John- 
son omitted to insert on Epitaph which he had 
long before composed for that amiable man, 
wimont ever writing it down, bat which he was 
so mod ae, at my reqnesf^ to dictate to me^ by 

which means it Iw been preserved. 

• 

" Hie requieaeU Thouas pAaNBLL, S. T, P.- 



Varioua Beadu^ ta tie L(fe qfPAxavLL. 

“ About three years [alter] (^Urwarde. 

" [Did notmnch want] teat tntm great wed tf 
improvement 

** Bnt his prosperity did not hut hmg {was 
clouded witii that traich took away all hU 
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* " ■ « * 
povera of eqoying either profit or.plemr^'the 
death of his.'wife^ lyhoni'he is sida -Co haye. lar 
inented with anch sorrow aa hasted hu'ead*.] 
His end, whaterer was the canae^ was now apr 
proaching.. . . 

** In this Hermit^ the [compoai^n] narratipe, 

aait is less aiiy, ia less {deasing.** ' 

■ ■ ■ 

• • a 

In the Life of Bi.ackuorb we find'tlut writer’s 
reputation generonal^ cleared by Johhsoq| finbm ' 
the dond of prqndice which ue malignity of 
^ntemporary wits had raised aronnd it ^ In this 
spirited exertion of jurtice he has been imitated 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds, in his praise of the ar- 
cnitectnre of Vanbrn^ ■ ' 

We trace Johnsons owq .character in his ob- 
aenrationB on Blackmore's ** magnanimity as an 
anthonr .” — ** The incenant attad^ of hia ene- 
mies, whether, serious or. mdrry, are never dis- 
coverad.tq have distorbcd bis quiet or to have 
lessened his confidence in himsdfi* Johnson, I 
imllect once told m^ laughing heartily^ that 
he .understood it had .b^ sud mhim, ** He tp- 
jpears not to fed; but when he is oMie, depend 
upon it he Mdty.” I am as certain as 1 
M be of any man's red sentiments^ that hp m- 
joyed the perpetual shower of little hostile arrows 

as evidences of his feme. ' 

■ ^ 


Varkme SMage q^Bi.ACKUOXB. 

■ ** To [set] utgage poetry [on the side] w ihe 
emue df-viitnet 


Ima ihoa^ ffaiA JahnMii, who had Mt die lovara 



he aflenmde kemed.tlMd, 
bh iriitJdiend weebulehad Iqr 
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** He likewise [ert^blisbed] m^trced the troth 
of BevelatiloD.' 

• (Kindness] be$uvoltn^ was ashamed to &• 
Fpnr. 

. ** His practice* which was once [very ezten- 
riTeljumlaiibKf^ 

** There is sdarcely eny distemper of dreadM ^ 
name (of] which he has not (lAown] JSiv ' 

reader howTit-is to be .opposem to iggpo$e, 

\ “ Of this [contemptnons] isdeeent amigance. 

' " wrote] bHi prodHoed, likewise a work of 
a diohrant kind. 

** At leastTwritten] msynlhd tntb intemty. 

“ flanlts which- many toiweB [were derorons] 
woifZd ibse stede koilS to pnmish. 

. «* But thonrt he (had not] eoM ifoi lodU qf 
much critioel Knowledge. . . 

" Hefnaed] widlfed^r no felidties of ihncy. 

'** Or nad ever elatM- hiB'[mindr) vMMw.to that 
ideeil perfection which every [mind] pemits bom 
to ezod is condemned always to pnnne and' 
never. overtake.. ' 

. **-Tbe [first great^Jko ul amootal j^ndple of wis- 
dom and of nTtofr” 

• . • .. ■ 

Various JHeedd^gs la Ihe L^o grPHiLiPS. 


“ Hia dreadfiil [xivaQ tmtagoaist Pope. 

" They Hiave not often much] ore suit loaded 
vdth thongnt 

** Ih hia franalatkm fiwm Pindar, he [will not 
be denied to have macbed].^ifMd Hworf^isoek- 
all the obscurity of the Theban bard^ 


Fafiear Headings m tke I^e gf Gomobbvb. 

** Coiuprem'a conversation mnat surely' have, 
been at uast equally pleaainig with his writings. 
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"It appareDtly [requires] jpiisnq;poM» a fimii-' 

liar koowiedge m many cbaraScters.' ‘ 

" Redprocation of [nmiles] enuoriU. ' 

. « The dialogae is qidck and [TanoiiB] tpark- 

* ■ 

Ung. 

' " Love for Itove ; a comedy [mora drawn' fobm 
life] (^netnw oBkausB to 

• ■ " The g^eral- character of his miscdlanies is^ 
that they ahow little wit‘ and [no] liltlir. virtue. 

" [Perhaps ssrteui^f he had'not the fire requi- 
site ibr the higher ^ecaee of lyrick poetry.? 

.Forioiti JRsodiqgr ta ffie I4fB ^^tsssLu 

" [Longed] hmg asaiAsd to pernse it 
" Xt die [Mceenohlarrieiu of King George. 

" Pictiontnnnatnrail^ compounded 

’ of Gyedan deitiee and Gothick foariea." 

* ^ 

. Variim 'm tikB'Uy^ qf Axsnsidb. 

'* For [another] .a diffamt purpose. 

“ [A ' nuious] on lameosmiiy and outrageona 
seal. 

. " [Something which] wkat he called and 
dioimt liberty. 

" A[fovourer of ihimvation] foiw q^conlnidSe* 
Iton. 

V Waibniton'a [ceiware] o^eefioM. 

“ Hia-rage [ibr uberty] qf paMotimi. 

Mr. I>yion with [a se^ tm arimar of finend- 
ahip.” . 

■ * • • • * 

In the Life of LytTBuroN, Johnson aeema to 
have been not, favourably dispoaed towards feat 
nobleman. •. Mrs. Thrale suggeata that he was of- 
fimded by Jlfo2^‘,AsCofiff ptbterence td his Lord- 
‘ ship .to him*: I can' by. no’ means join in the 

* LoliMtiio-mdflniiBllato fUnk of JahnNakbatarii ondl- 
dilo.BirfeBnloatfiiiir| Hr. FeterOuddk MMind naflHtlH wu 
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‘censure bestowed by Joboson on his Loidsfaip, 
whom he calls ** poor. Lytteltdn,”.for retnming 
thanks to theCrititmRenewersforhavinff "kindly 
commended" his " Dialoguu the UmA” Such 
" acknowled^ents (says my friend) ne?er cad 
be proper, since th^. must be paid mdier fdr 
datteiy or tor justice.^ .. In mj ojfnnion, the mdnt 
upright man, who han been' tried on a false accu- 
sation, may, when he is- acquitted, mdce'a bow 
to his jury. And when those, who are-so much 
the arbiters of literary merit, as in a-conriderable 
degree to influence tlie pnblick opinion, review 
an authourh work, /ditrmo AfsitVi^ when I am 


told by a late that in her iqilnhw Jolmann was ** 

Man." DiaadnalaRW oT pcfaaB and manner bo'lbigotten^ 
whamloAineatiialpibnfaralieaainninlaBtedto aanaoeptfUbnitiidi 
and thdt Johhaon area eapabla itf flwiinK the moat delloilD and dia> 
InteiMted attaehment appeal* Atom tlw BrilmrinF letter, wbieh ia 
pnldlalied lijpUmiThiale^ with aomo oOma to the aame penen^ of 
wldeh l]w exoelleaoala not ae appaimti 


** TO Niaa BOOTOBT. 


" DBanUT MAMH, 

■Tnoiioul 


Jannaiy, IPTB. 

Ibrtbo 


1 1 am aftaid jonr illofas haToa yon bnt little lebnio 
of ally elTlIitlea^ jet 1 eannot mfioBr to pn yen n^ oon- 
Ipathlallona on the new year; and to deehuo iqy wuibeB that nnr 
yean to eome may bo many im liappy. Ib thia wlab, Ind^, 1 io> 
elnde anaeli; who have none tef yon on whom ny he^ lepoaeBi 
yet annv 1 whib yonr food, OTca tlioni^ yoor allnatioa wen mdi aa 
ahonld peimit yon to commaidcate no gmllfleallona to^ 

** nBAaCBT, oubebt nadax, 

••Yanr.fte. 

"SAM.JonNBOB." 


[Tbeie 1* aflll * allM mlalake In the toxL It waa not Mote 
Anon, bnt Hill noolbby, Ar when aSeeUOna Jobnaon and Lora 
Lyttelton wen ihral eandidalea. Sre Mnk PloBani ** Aneetelea”, 
ii.ieOL After mentlonlns the death oT Ml*. FitBhetbert (who waa a 
danpbtrr of Mr. Mcynell, of Jlradlry, in Dortyaldr^ and Jobnaan'a 
high admimliea oT Vr, ahe adda, " tin Mend or tbla la^y, Mba 
nSadiby. enreeedrd bn in the mam^remenl of Mr. FibnciherrB 
Amily, and la tiweetenn of Dr. Johnnai fhoBRb. he Md me, aba 
IHwbrd her pirty to bh;oliy, her devotion to eathneiumi that oho 
MWiniibal dinpialiiicd heneirror ibe dnlie* of Mir lllb, by lier peipc^ 
Inal axplnlien* aftrr the arjrf; aneb waa, however, the liorin of hrr 
mind, hr said, and each the giarr* of her manner, that lioiir l^rlld- 
loB and be iwcd to elilve lor her ptcrncoee with an vamlaiion that 
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afirud mankind in general aiie better pleased arilfi 
severity, he may snrely express a grateful sense 
of their drility. 


' Forioui JUadiaga in the Lfft ^Lyttelton. 

" He solaced Qiiihself] his gritf by writing a 
loDgjroem to her memoiy. 

The production rather [of a mind that means 
well than thinks vigoronslyj as lY seans Id^re 
l6a» sfacty, ralksr ^ffwons than conipoeitioM. 

“ Elis last literary [work] jihN/KCfion. 

V [Found the wayymi/erfook to persnade." 

As the introdnction to his critical examination 


oeoMkord hHuHs dtagnit, mod ended la luSns nainiiMNy. Yea 
mij Mejgeiid^ to BMi^ineB^ PoeliPliTee wen jpiiatedD Stet 

Uei m^^oeUifftrheireetlienntfdnu^iierefBieoik BooSilgr, 
E«|. and Ui wife, EuBbefliRniliqtfaerf^iru eeiiiew tet older OiaB 
JeuMD. She wn ben Oetober K, ITOa and died JamnuT 
178S. MxLetteia, addi e a a ed to her by Jwinaeii fai the jear WdB^ 
are printed In Ilia. FleadliGalleeSoB; and a Ftejur wimiinaiwl In 
Mb on ber dealb inaj be Siaiid labia "napanaadlibdftaliaii^ 
Hia aBboOen te her indnaed Urn to pie a e t re and bind In a 
Toinnia fblrij<4hiea ofliarLaHen, wUniweie nnidinaod Ihmi the 
wMaw of Ua aerabiL Ekaaela Baibert and pnbuahed bj B. FbaihiL 
hlSOfe ■ 

Bnt btafeYj,aa be Tiliiad flda la^TtUa attabbinaiit to Ulaa Ifel^ 
Aafon OAerwarda S&a. Biadle\ rn iia to bare been afOl non 
aideat HiBhniii^<inraMia.BeBMnaiiarietiBialntiiBinatwee k 
[or Ida Ofellan and theaa writtol^bia mollier drew Bob 
BB a Sood of lean, when the pqw fhaj^nn oritteu on ma' dl 
oonanmed. Mr.SaaheaaairblBeaatainelanehidyioekiipBitheir 
adiei^ wbUh he took np and exaadDad,to aee irawoid waa atlll 
lc|ibleir-Nolba4T baa over m enti on ed what beennm oTBIIm Aatorib 
Mleia^ 'thoh^ 1w onoe told me hlmaelf, ther ahdnld be the laat 
papen hewmdd denlrqjt*BS added theao liiiMwlIh amj felted 
iiVTCiee: 


** Then ftoB bin olorinB qjca fem iball par^ 

And the laat paan dmll tear tnae fkoB Ua heacti 
' LSWa Idle barinean at one nn be'enar. 

The Unae fbifo^ and flioa OBored no mom.* 

• Addhhma to Un. FtaBrib Odleothm of 
Dr. JobnaonniLelleia. U.] 


S6 TBB LZFS OF 1781. 


olT the genius and writings of Todno; he did Mr. 
Heibeit Crofl^ then a Barrister of Lincoln's fnn, 
now a deiffynian, the honour to adopt a Life of 
Youiu written by that gentleman, who was the 
fiiend of Dr. Young’s son, and wished to.rindi- 
cate him from some very erroneous remarb to 
his prqudice. Mr. Groin performance was snh- 
jected to foe lerision of Dr. Johnson, as appears 
fidn foe fidlowing note to Mr. John Nichols*: 

" Tips Life m Dr. Young was written by a 
- IHend of his son. What is crossed with black is 
expunged by foa anthonr, what is crossed wifo 
red is eapung^ by me. J£ ;ron find any thing 
more that canbe wdl omitted,ldiallnot be roriy 
to.see it yet riioiter.” 

Jt has always appeal to me to have a consi- 
‘derable share of, merit, and to display a pretty 
anccesi&l imitation of Johnson's styla When I 
mentioned this to a Fery oninent Itterary charac- 
ter*, he opposed me rdiemently, ej^ahning, 
***Nob nO,*iti8 nof a good imitation of- Johnson: 
it ^ aU bis pomp a^ont his fbrce; it has all 
foe nodorities of foe oak without its strenstii.'' 
^is was an imam so happy that one n^ht have 
thm^t he would have been satisfied' with it^ 
bpt he was' not And setting his mind again to 
he-adde^ with exquinte felicity,. "It has 
dl foe ccntortiona of foe Sibyls without foe in- 


nfoation.” 

. Mr. Gioft very property goards us against sup;- 
^riog'foat Young was a gloomy man ; and men- 
tio^ that "his paridi was indebted to foe good 
humour of foe aufoonr of foe 7%oigfo/ 

fin an Assembly and a Bowling Qraen." A let- 
ter finmi a noble fbnagner is quoted, in which he 


« OonOaniurti ICwnbifl^ toL Ir. p. Ml 
4 [Tliotalallr.BBfca. IL] 
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is said to -tove been " very pleasant in conver- 
sation.” * ^ 

Mr. Laneton, irbo fireqnenfly visitm him, in- 
fi>rins.me^ mat there was an. air of benevolence in 
bis manner, bnt that be conld obtain fiom Inm 
less information ‘thm he had hoped to receive 
■from one who had liv^ so mnch in interconrse 
with the bright^ men of what 'has been calM 
the Angnstan age of England ; and that he showed 
a degree of eager cnrionty concerning the com- * 
mon occnrrences that were then passing^ which 
appeared somewhat remarkable in a man of snch 
in^ectnal stores^* of snch an admced age^ and 
who'had retired from, bfo with dedar^ disi^ 
pointment in his eacpectations. ' ■ • 

An instance at once of his pensive torn of mind, 
and his cheerfolness of temper, appeared in a little 
story whid> he himself toldto IMr. Laneton, when 
th^. wm walking in his garden; '*-Here (said 
he)^ 1 had put a buidsome' snndial mth this in- 
scrrotioni AKsNy^gneet/ which (speaking with a 

* smile} was sadly, verified, for by the nest morning 
my dial had’been cmed off . 

It gives me mn<fo deasnre to observe^ that 
hbwever Johnson may nave casnally talked ^ 
when.he.rits, as " an ardent judge amons to his 
trnst, pnng sentence npon the excdlent works 
ofYonng; he allows them tiie hig^ pmise to winch 
they are jnsfly entitled. t*Tbe -C>S>hisrHd'Pai^ 

• non (sa^Jm) u indeed a very great pdrfilrinuice^ 
—This dutichs have the weight of sobd sentiment^ 
and his points the sharpness of xerisflesB truth.” 


„ • * ■Ttel^Ur.JanNBaiph told land llMBliMir'fehl ha oHHd 
jn efBiAiy.aMiDr.YoaiiKatlaoidMalooiidirtfdwBMr.l)oddi 

tBgo out brio 



Jho Laid b dnoodJ 


rir (npUed fM Daolo^ltb a'TBqr Boa 


28 THE LIFE OF 1781. 

But I was most anxious concerning Johnson's 
dedsioD upon "Night Thoughts^? which I esteem 
• as a mass of the grandest and richest poetry that 
hhman genins has ever produced; arid was de- 
lifted to find this chaiictw of that'work : “ In his 
* Night Thonj^hts*. he has exhibited a wide 
diwTay of or^nid poetry, variegated with deep 
renection and striking aunsions: a wilderness of 
thought; in which the fertility of fanfay scatters 
flowers of evety hile and of ev^ odour. This 
is one of the few 'poems in which blank verse 
conld not be cliaoj^ for rhyme, bnt with disad- 
vantage.” And a&rwardi^ " Particular lines are 
not to be imrded; the power is in the wholo; 
and in the whole there is a mognificence like tliat 
ascribed to Chinese plantation, the magnificence 
of vast extent and endless diversity.” 

But there is in this Poem not only all tiiat John- 
son so well brinn in view, ‘bnt a povrer of .the 
jPlaiAetiek beyona almost any example that I 
have seen. He who does not feel ois nerves 
shaken, and bis heart pierced bjr many pgssnges 
in tliis extroordinaiy woric, particularly by that 
most aflccting one which describes the gradual 
torment suflmed by the contemplation of an ob- 
ject of afiTectioiiate attachment visibly and cer- 
tainly decaying info dissolntion, mart be of a 
hard and obstinate frame.* 

To all the other excellences of " Nfgfat 
Thmiglite” let me add the great and peculiar one, 
that they contain not only the noblest sentiments 
of virtue, and contemplations on immortality, but 
the CAristimi Saerifice, the DMne ProjHtmlioH, 
with all its interesting circumstances, and const^ 
Inliniis to " a wounded spirit,” solemnly and poeti- 
cally displayed in sncii imagery and language ns 
cannot fail to exalt, aiiimati^ and sooth the truly 
pious. No book wliatover can be recomineiided 
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ft 

to yomig peno'DSi.xrith better liopes -of seasonine 
their ininde mth- vUeA r^igion 'thon “ Toungv 
Nwht Tbooghte.” ' 

In the Lire of Swift itappeara to me that John- 
Bonhad acertain d^ree ofprqndice against that 
extraordinary maot of whidi I hare elsewhere 
had .occasion to speak. Mr. Thomas Sheridan 
imputed it to a supposed apprehension in John- 
son, -.Ihat Swift had not been snfficiently active in 
obtaining- for him an Irish degree when it was so^ 

• lidted', bnt of this there was not sufficient evi- 
dence; and let me not pmnme to charge John- 
son* 'with imnstice, because he did not think so 
highly of the writings of this anthbnr as I have 
done fiom my youth upwards. Yet that he had 
an 'hnfovonrable bias is evident were it only from 
that passage in which he speaks of Swifl^s prac- 
tice m saving, as, “ first ridicnlons and at last de- 
testable;*^ and yet ate some examination of cir- 
camstanoes, finds himsdf oblued 'to own, that 
** it will perhaps appear that he only tiked one 
mode of expense better than another, ud -saved 
merbly that ne might have something to give.** 
One observation which Johnson mues m Swifk^s 
life should be often incnlcated: “Itmaybe jnstly 
supposed, that there was m his convemdion what 
appears so fieqnently in his leters, an aflhctation 
<n femiliarity witii the grea^ ah ambition of mo- 
mentary eqnality, sought and enjoyed 1^ the neg- 
lect of those cereqioiucs which custom has ester 
l^hed aB..tiie bairien between one order, of so- 
me^.and another. TUs transgression of ragn- 
larity was by himself and his admirers .termed 
gi^tness'of sonl; hnt a great, mind, disdains to 
' hold any thjng by courts^, and'-tiierefiire never 
. n'sfarps .what--a lawful daimant may take. away. 

t . . • • . ... , 

•8wY4L>«k 
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He Oiat encnmches on anoihet's ^ntg^ 

Idmadlf in bu ^wer; be is either with 

belpleBS indigimy, or endnred by clemency and 
oondeBcennon.*^ ■ * '. 


PaioHsllmdu^miig 14 ^^ Swift. ' 

^iSbsBScy may be.peranaded* to ffaink'tfaat it 
mig^ be written by a man of a pecnliar [opimonB] 
aMmmttr, irithontill intention. . 

" He did'not [diaowni dngr it. 

", (To] Zy wboae kinrama it ia not unlikely 
that ne ynm (^ebted for] oAimeed to bia bene* 
jBcca. 

" i^itb] /or tfaia pnrpoae he bad reconxae to 
Mr.dG&riey. 

« Shaipe whom he [reprtoenta] duerSbu aa *<he . 
hannieaa tool of otiieni* bate.' 

** Hatley waa dow becanae he waa [irreBoliitB]' 

" rHien [leaden were not many] toe toaro moi 
ytt'aiM^iooi/TOadm, 

"(Hvery man who] for tforf eoM-mg ko knew 
him. 


M ‘ 


Every man of known inflaence has ao many 
{more] jp^tiona [than] tedfoil be [can] eawiof 
raanft trat he mnat neoBBaaxily offimd more timn 
berci 


I [can gretifo] enifi^. 
**EodSariaiS(Siriirefoi 


il [praformenta] bmadeao. 


" Swift {jprocnreQ cm dri ved an interview. 

" [Aa a writer] aa Afo toorib he baa given very 
diflnient apedmena. 

"On au common occaaiona he babitnally [aa> 
anmea] m^belo a.atyle of [anperiority] orreigvnioe. 

" ttie [oniiaBion] aadbet of thoae ceranoniea. 

"1%at thdr merita mled the world [and] or 
tfoit there was no [room fin] fope 1 / mon." 
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I. have not confined myedf to the order of 'the 
'* Lire^ in making my fear remarka. ' Indeed, a 
diflc^t order is obserrcd hi the original pobli- ' 
catira; and in the collection of Johnson's Works. 
And should it be objected, jhat many of my va- 
riohs readily are inconnderable, those nrho 
make an otyection \rill be' pleased to consider, 
that snch siwl particnlars are intended fi)r those 
isho are nicdy criticel 4n composition, to nrhom 
they Trill be an accmtable selection. 

"Spences Anecdotea^** which are fine(;[nently 

a notM and fipfenned to m Johnm'a “Lives <n 
ie I^oetsyrare in a mannscrmt collection, m^e 
by the Reverend Mr. Joseph Spence', containing 
a number of particnlars coneeming eminoit men. 
To each ‘aneraote is marked the name of the per* 
son on whose, anthoritv it is mentioned. This 
valuable collection is me propertiy of the Duke 
of Newcastle^ who^ upon the appiifcation of Sir 
Lucas Pepys, was messed to.permit it to be put 
into toe Iwds'of Dr. Johnson, who^ 1 am sony 
tq toink, made but an awkward return. “ Great 
amstance (says he) has been given me by Mr. 
Spences Collection, of vtbich 1 conrider the com- 
mpnication as a tovour worthy pnUick ao- 
knowledraentf but he has not owned to whom 
he was wiiged.; so that toe acknowledgment is 
un rop ropriated .to his Grace. 

- While the world in general was filled with adr 
miration of Johnscm's “ laves of timPoeta^** there 
were nanow cdrcles in which prqjudicm and re- 
sentment were, fostered, and firom whicdi attacdu 
of diflhrent aorta issued against him*. . By some 


L-Raf.r€iaBb 
f and 


Siid.4Hid hwW OiB 

Sinsftiiraa iL] 


A.1L B« 0 lar of Gniil Hwwoo^ bi 
of DnABn, died' at RrSaaLlB 
Ha waa m BUknr of New OollHn In Qa* 
orFoeby in daft iMfeniiir 


3S ■ anBi.iFBOF 1781.' 

Tiolent Whigs .be 'Was arraigned of ii|jiutice to 
Milton ; by some- Cambridge men of depred- 
ating Gray; and his expresnng with a dignified 
freraom 'srhat he really thought of G«>ige Lord 
-Lyttelton gave offence to' some' of the mends of 
that dobleman, and particnlarly prodnded a de- 
daiation of war against him from Mrs. Montagu, 
the ingenioLOS.-Esmyist on Shakspear^ between 
whom and his Lordship a commerce of redpro- 
cal compliments had long been -carried b'n. . In 
tfau war file smallest powers in aUiance-widi him 
were of course 1^ to migage^ at'least on the de- 
fennv^ ‘and thus' I, for one^ was ezdndod from 
the eqjoymmit of Feast of Reason,” snclLas- 
Mr. Cumberland haa-docribed, with a keen y.et 
jnst and ddicale pen, in his "■Observer.” These- 
minnte inconveniences g^ve'not the least distur- 
bance to Johnson. He nobly said, when 1 talked 
to him of -toe feeble^ though shrill ontery which 
had been rused ,' " Sir, I considered mysdf as'en- 
tmsted with a ce^n portion of tmth. I have 

S 'ven my opinion sincerdy V let them show where 
lOT think me wrong.” 

- While.mV' friend 18 thus contemplated in the 
i|fiendonr derived fiom his last and perhaps most 
admirable work, 1 introdnce him with pecdiar 
propriety as the correspondent of Warren Hut 
mgsl a man whose regard ^ects dignity e^ 
tipon- Johnson ; a man, the extent of whou aliili- 
'nu was equal to that of bis power; and who, by 
those who are ibrtonate enong^ to know him in 
private lif^ is idmired tor his iiteratnre md taste, 
and bdov^ tor the candour, moderation, and 

■■UibiiliiiT dobnn oT fibiBHioiid. whfadi 1 did notm Sll lilalr. Iv 
Sn IkToar of Hi nllMiir, aqvSule IHond, f he Baiaind 
irhe nahlDriied ItiflOinnt hb moBi It li a Jmenlle paiSinBeiie^ 
Int mniitlj tnittan, iriUi deMdeal eDthnlun oT miSiiieBt, end 

jet wHh e beeemhv modMlr, "od sml Repeal Sir Dr. JehmoB. 
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- mildness ofliis clianicter. Wero rcapid>|e' of 
payine a snitsble tribote of admiration to him, I 
should certainly- not withhold it at a moment” 
when it is not possible that l-shonld be riispected 
of being.an ihterested flatterer. But how 'weak 
wonld'bemy yoioe aftei; that of the millions whom 
he governed.' His condescending and ’oblf^ng 
compliance with mv aolicitation, I with hnmble 
. mtitode acknowledge; .and while by pnbliriiing 
his letter to me^ accompanying the>valnable com- 
mnnicalion, I do eminmit honour to my grmt 
friend, I shall entirely disregard any invidions 
snggestions, that.as 1 in some degrM participate 
in me honour, I have, at the aame time, tlie grati- 
fication of my own vanity in view. 

f * 

“TO MUB8 n08Wln.l« BSe. 

“SZR, ’* PinkUiia^Do&9;i9sa 

“ I BAvs been fbrtnhately spared the tixmblesome 
suspense of a long -smu^ to -which, in perform- 
ance of my promise^ I have devoted this morning, 
by lifting xmon the objects of it among the first 
ropers that 1 laid my bands oh : my veneratipn 
for your great and good finend, Dr. Johnson, and 
the pride, or- 1 hope something o^ a better sen- 
.timrot, which 1 indnlge in possessing each me- 
.morieh of his'^pod will towards me, having in- 
dnded me to bind tiiem in a ipuncel containiug 
ofoer selrot papers, and labell^ with the titles 
appertaining to them. Tl«y consist but of three 
leUofB, which 1 believe were all that I ever re- 
’oeived Dr. Johnson. Of theae^ one^ which 
was writtm in qnadruplicate^ nnder the diflereiit 
'dates of its Teroective despatch^ has already 
been made pablick, bat not from any commopi- 

* Jumujf ini. 

vot.. IV. n 


*34 tHE-hmm . 1781. 

cation of mine. ' This, 'however, 1 have joined to' 
the rest; and have now the pleaanre of Bendinn 
them to yon for-the use to which yon informed 
me it was yonr deaue to destine them. ■ 

promise was pledged with the condi- 
tion, that if the letters were found tp'cxmtain any 
thing which should render them improper for the 
pubnck ey^ yon would dispense wim the per- 
formance of it Yon will have tiie goodues^ I 
aril snre^ to pardon my reccing tins stipnlation 
to yonf recoliecticm, as'I shall be'losth to appmu: 
n^lirat of that obligation which is always in^ 
pliM in an epistolary confidence. In the nse^ 
vation of that r^t 1 have read them over with 
.the most scmpnlons attention, hot have not been 
. in .them the sl^test cause on that ground to 
witiihold them mm. yon. ‘‘But, though not on 
that, yet on another gronnd- J own I m a little^ 
yet but a little relnctance to part with them : I 
mean on that of my own cuedit which I fear will 
stafo by the inlbnnation oonvOTed by them, that 
I was eaily in the possession of such valuable in- 
structions for the beneficial emplojrmoiit of the 
idinenoe of my late station, and (as it may seem) 
have so little availed m^df of them. ’Whether i 
conid, if it were necessary, defend myself against 
such an inmntation, it little cmncems the world to 
Jcnow. I look only to foe effirct which these re- 
licdcB may produce^ considered as evidences of the 
virtues cif their antiiour: and believing that they 
will be found to display an uncommon warmth of 
private friepdship, and a mind ever attentive to 
the improvement and extennon of useful know- 
ledge^ and solicntons for the internls of mwkind, 
I can cheerfully submit to the little sacuifico of 
my own fiun^ to contribute to the illustration of 
so great and venerable a character. They can- 
not lie belter applied, for that end, than by being 
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entrasted.to your hands; ’ Allow me, with this 
ofieringi to mfer ftom it a proof of the veiy great 
esteem' with which ! have the hononr to profess 
myself, 

“SIR, ■ . 

- « Your most oMient 

“ And most hnmUe servant' 

* - . “ Warrbh Hastikos.” 

“ P. S. At some fotora thn^ and when yoii 
have no further occasion fbr these papery I shall 
be obligM to yon if yon will retpm m^' * 

' 'Die last of the three letters thus gracidnsly pnt 
fato my hands, and whieh has already upettred 
in pnblick, belongs to this ^rear; bat I shul .pre- 
viondy insert the first two in the order of tlidr 
dates. Tbe^r altogethOT rorm a grand group in 
my biographical pSctnie. ’ 


‘ “ TO TBE HONOORABLE WARREH HABTlROB, ESQ. 

- I . ■ ■ . • . . 

" ■». . . ■ 

“'KBonoB I have had but little personaLknowledse 
of yon, I have had enongh to make -me wish mr 
more; and though it be now a long time since I 
was honoured hy yonr vin^ I bad too much pleap 
irare>from it'to miget it By .those whom we de^ 
light to remember wo'are unwilling^ to be ibigot- 
ten; -and therefbre I cannot omit this opportnnity 
of rmving mysdf in yonr memory by a letter 
wbitm yon will iticmve from the .hands of my 
firiend Mr. Chambers^; -a man whose purity of 
manners and vimnr of mind are snfihnent fo make 
every -thing welcome that'he brings. - *. 

* Aaiicwnds Sir Bobort'Oliunbeii!. one of Me l&ijeiljli' Jni^M 
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- "That this'OB -my 'only reasoD'ibr'Writing will, 
bp too apparent by the nBelessnebs of my letter to 
any other puipose. - l.haye'no <}aeBtion8-.to..aak; 

‘ not that I want cnrioaity after either the ancient 
or present state of.regions,.'in- whidi have been 
seen all the power and splendonr of wide ex- 
tended empire; and/.which^ as by rome grant of 
natural snperiority,' supply the rest of the world 
with almost all that pride desires, and luxury en- 
joys. But my knowledge -of them is too scanty 
to fumuh me with .proper -topicks of inquiry; I. 
can only wish for infinmation; and hope; thafa 
mind oomprdienBive like yours 'will find leisure;' 
amidst the cares of your in^rtant station, to in- 
quire into many subjects of which the Eoropean. 
world either thinks not at all, dr* thinks with de- 
ficient intelligenCiB and uncertain conjecture. I 
shall hopes that he who once intended to increase 
the learning of his oonnpy by the introdnction'of 
the Persian langnaee, will examine nicely the tra- 
ditions and bistona of the East; that he will 
survey the wonders of its ancient edifice^ and 
trace the vestiges of its mined cities; add thak 
at his return, we shall know the arts and opinions 
of a moo of men, ftom whom very little has hem 
hitherto derived. 

"Yon, sir, have no need of being told by m^ 
how much may be added by your attention and 
patronage to experimental knowledge and natural 
history. There are arts of mannfimtnre practised 
in the countries in which yon preside; which are 
yet very imperfectly known here; either to arti- 
mmra or philosophers. Of the natnral prodno- 
tions, animate and inanimate, we yet have so 
little intelligence that our books are filled, I fear, 
with ooqjectnres about things which an Indian 
peasant knows by his senses. 

" Many of those things my first wish is to see; 
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mylsebond to*khow, by gach accoants 'as'a man. 
like you'wiU be able to give., . 

1 haTe'-not skill to -ask prop'ertqaestionB;. 
I-have likewise no snob access, to. g^ceat'^rneq, as 
can-enable me' to 8end.yon.'any poUtical-informa^ 
tion; Of the agitations of an nnsetded govern- 
and .the stmggles <tf.a feeble ministay,, care 
•is donbfleBB tsken to gve yon more-ez^ ao; 
counts tban-l can'obtsini - If jron are indined to 
interest yonrself mneb in> mbuck transactions^ ,it 
is no minfortnneto yon to be distant from them. 

- ."That literatore-is not totaJl^ forsaking ns, 
and that yonr fevonrite lanmuice u not n^ected, 
will appear from tbe book , wbich 1 shooid have 
pleased'myself more wi&Mding, if 1 oonld have 
presented -it bound-: but time was wanting. 1 
begt- however, sir, that yon -will accept it finm.a 
man very deairoos.of yonr ipgard ; and- that if 
yon -think me 'able to'[|Al^>yon by any thing 
more important‘;|[on wiu employ me. 

**I am now gomg to-tafce leave^-perhaps a very 
long leav^ of ]my dear Chambers. That he 

is going to live where yon govern may jnstly 
alleviate the regard of parting;- and tbe hope of 
seeing both him and yon asam, wbidi 1 am not 
willii^.fo mingle with doim^ mns^ at present^ 
comfbrt.as it can, 

• ■ “axE, 

"Yonr most hnmble servant 
"Sam. Johnson.” 

* 11 ^ 80 ^ 1774 .** 


... to thb baub. 

■ “ 81 ^ 

" Bbino informed that by tbe dep^nre of a ship, 
fhere-is now an oppottiinity of writing-to Bengal, 
1 am unwilling to slip ont of your memory by my 
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oivn aep;1]genc^ and ihere&re take' ibe liberty- of 
remindiDjs yon of my by aendiqg yon a 

book whim is not yet made pnblick.' 

"I have lately irasited a i^on less remote and 
less Jllnstrions than India, which afforded some 
owticanons for speidnlation ; what hfs occnired-to 
me 1 have pnt into, the volnme*, of which 1 beg 
yonr acceptance. * ‘ • ' 

“Men 'in yonr station seldom have presents 
totally disinterested ; my hook is received, let mb 
now make my'request 

“ There is, air, somewhere within yonr govern- 
ment^ a yonng adventnrer, one Channel Law- 
rence^ whose hither is one. of my oldest friends. 
Be' pleased to show the yonng man' what conn- 
tenance is fi^ whetoer he wants to b'e retrained 
-yonr -anthority, or enoonn^ged by yonr favour. , 
His father is now Preiddent of tbe College of 
Phvadandi a man venerable fbr his knowledge 
and more venerable for his virtue. 

*■‘1 wish' yon a prosperoos government, a safe 
rethrn, and a long enjoyment m plenty and traif- 
qoillity. 

- “ I am. Bin, 

«« Yonr most obedient 

“ And most humble servant^ 

“ Sam. JoBMsoii.” 

"Londoa, Dos. sot 1774.” 


TO TBSSAMB. 

*'S1B, JiibaiTSL 

“ Amidst the importance and mnltiplicity of 
afiairs in which yonr great office engages yon, 1 
take the liberty of reeling ranr attention for ar 
moment to literature^ and wifi not prolong thein- 

* **4110111117 to Iha Woitoni Hdudo orSonllud.” 
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temiption by an apology ivliidi ypnr diaiacter 
makes needless^ • 

" Mr. Hoole^ a gentlCTan long knoiro, and 
long esteemed in .the India. Hons^. aftw-baving 
translated Tasso^ baa undertaken Ariostp.. How 
wdl be is qualified for his.nnddrtakiim he'bas 
already shown. ' He is denrons^ sir, or yonr fiir 
TOUT in promoting his proposali^ and flatters me 
by supposing that my testimony may admce bis 
interesL- 

' " It is a new thing fisr a derk of the India 
House to translate poets;— it is new fbr a Go- 
vernor (MT Benjgal to patronise learning. . That.he 
may -find his mgemn^ rewarded, and that learn- 
ing may floniish under .yonr protection, is the 
vmbai 

"SIS, I 

Yonr most hnmble servant, 

" Sah.' Johnson.” '' 


I wrote to him in Febrnary, complaining of 
faaVi^ been tronbled by a mnrrence of the per- 
plexing question of Liberty and Necessity;— 4ad 
mentioning flut 1 hoped soon, to meet bun again 
in London.. 


V TO JAKES BOSWBLLk HO. 

. . "nuAn SIB, ... 

" I HOPED yon had got rid of all this hypocrisy 
of miBery. What have yon to do with Liberty 
and Necessity? Or what more than to hold yonr 
toDgaeabont.it?. Donotdonbtbntl shall be moat . 
heartily dad to see yon here arain, fiir I Ibve 
every, part ahont ydnbni yonr affectation of dis- 
tress: 

" I have at last fidshed 'my Uves, and' have 

• « 
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laid up for you. a load of copy, all out of order, 
80 that it will amuse ypu'a long time to set it 
right Gome, to me, my' dear fitnigr, and' let ns 
be as happy as we can. We will go again to tiie 
Mit^. and. talk old times over. 

■ **I 0ltf,'DBAR SIR, 

" Tours aflfectionatdy, 

**8ah. Johnson.” 

. On Monday, March 18, 1 airived in London, 
and on TneMay, the 20th, met him in Neet 
Street, walking; or rather. indeed. moving along.; 
for bis -peculiar march is thus desjcribed in a very 
just and. picturesque, mannm, in a. short Life* of 
him pobluhed very soon after his death When 
he.walked the streets, whBt.with.the constant roll 
of his head, and Uie. concomitant motion of his 
l>b4yt he appeared to make his way by that mo- 
tion, independent of bis feet.” That he was often . 
much Btared at while ha advanced in this man- 
ner may easily be believed; but it was not safe 
to make sport of one so .robust as he was. Mr. 
^ngton saw him one day, in a fit of absence; by 
asudden start, drive the load oflT a porterh back^ 
and walk forward briskly, witiiont rang consd- 
ons of what he had done. The porter was very 
angry, but stood still,- and eyed the bnge figure 
with much earnestness, till he was mtimed that 
bis wisest coarse was to be quiet; and take up 
his burthen again. 

Our accidental meeting in the street after a long 
. • 

4 pnblUad Kanilw, «IUi lUi wdloliaHBaatto: 


Bnin Ui ondle 
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Befmnition vas a pleasing snrpriBO fo ns both. 
He stepped aside irith me into Falc^ Court; 
and made kind inquiries about my family, and as 
yre vrere in a hurry going diilbrcnf vnjB, I pro- 
mised to call on him.nen da^; he said ho was 
raeaged to go out in the morning. ** Early, sir?’* 
saml. JoHKsoN. "'Why, sir, a London morn- 
ing does not go with the sun.** 

L waited on him next evening, and he gave me 
a great portion of his original mannscript of his 
‘Lives' of the Poet^* whidi be bad preserved for 
me. 

I found on visiting his ftiend, Mr. lliTalG; that 
be was now ve^ ill, and bad removed, I suppose 
^ the solicitation of Mrs. Tbral^ to a boose in 
Orosvenor Square. 1 was sorry to soe bim sadly 
dianged in his apiiearance. 

He told me I mis^t now b^ve the pleasure* to. 
see Dr. Johnson ‘drink wine again, for be had 
lately -retarped to it Wlien 1 mentioned this 
to Johnson, bo said, " I drink it now sometimes^ 
but not socially.” The- first evening that 1 was 
with him at Tbrale]^ I observed be poured a 
large quantity of it into a glass, and 'swallowed 
it greedily. Every tiling about his clmracter and 
manners forcible and violent; there never 
was any moderation; many a day did he first 
many a yeu did he refiain nom wine; but when 
he did eat it was voracion^; when be'did drink 
win^ it vfos copiously. He could practise ab- 
stinence; but not temperance. 

MrB.Tbrale and I had a dispute whether Shak- 
speare or Milton had drawn the most admirable 
picture of a man*. I vw for Shakspeare ; Mrs. 



"Soo^^tagniaainuMMladiiBtbbbnnr: * 
Hjparinili cm^lba front of JSroldiiMd^ ‘ 
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Thrale for Milfon; and after a fair hearing, John- 
son dedded for my opinion*. 

1 told him of oneof Bffr.Bnrke^s playfol sallies 
upon Dean Mariay*: "I dontlike the Deanery 
of JPsTM, it sounds so like a barren titlp ;" — " Dr. 
'Baaih shonld hare it ;* said I. Johnson laughed, 
and condescendiiw to-trifle in the same mode of 
conceit, snggestea Dr. Jlfow.' 

He said,’ " Mrs. Montagn has dropt me. Ho\r, 
sir, there are people whom one shonld like very 
■well to drom hot would not wish to be dropped 
•by.” He certainly was vain of the society of lar 
dief^ and.conld make himself very agreeable to 
them when he .chose it; Sir Joshna Beynolds 
agreed with me that he conld. Mr. Gibbo^ wifo 
hu nsnal sneer, controverted it; pOThaps in resent* 
ment of Johnson's having talked with some di^^ 
gnat of his ng^esa; which one woald* think a 
jMhsaphar would not mind. Dean Marlay wit* 
tily observed, ** A lady may be’ vain when she 
can tarn a wolf dog into a lap dog.” 

Tlie dection for Ayrdnrei my own county, was 


An ws Bha MiB% to flnalaii I 
A ■traon She the heieU, UmnCT. 
NewJUitod on ■ lieefaD.kMv1nU| 

Uh eoBubetlan, and a Shb, iedaa^ 

When evaiy God did aaon to lat Ui aeal, 
Ihghelbe weildi 
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fhisT sprinje fried' npon i^^tiont before (bl Com- 
mittee of fhe .House of Commons. '■! iras one of 
the Gonnsel for the sitting member, and -took the 
'libmty of prerionsly -stating diffiamt points to 
Johnson, who never j^ed to -see them clearly, 
and to snpi^y-me 'with some good-famts. lie 
dictated to- me the following-note nptm' the regia* 
tration of d^s: 

■ ■ * ■ " • m 

"All laws are made foir the conveniehOT of the 
community s what is legally- done shonld be le* 

e recorded, that-the state of tiui^ may be 
m; and that wher e v e r evidence ip requisite 
evidence may be had. Fdr this reason, the obli- 
gation to iBnme and establish a Icgsl register is 
enforced by a legal penalty, which penalty is the ^ 
-want of uiat perfecdion and ^enitnde m right' ' 
which a register would |pve. ^ence it foUowa^ 

. that'tbis !a not an obgccnoh merely legal ; ‘for tiie 
•reason on .which ti&elaw stands bring equitable' 

makeCit an' eqnitable oiigection.** • • 

« « • 

■ 1 

* '"This (said he) yon most enlaige on when 
-speaking to the Committee. Yon most not ame 
there as if yon Wereaigning in the schools; cmse 
reasoning -will not fix their attention; yon most 
say the same thing over and over again in dxBhrent ■ 
words. If yon say it bat oi^ fhty miss it in a * 
moment of inattention. It is rndnst^ air, to cen- 
sure lawyers ‘for mnltiplyiim words when tiiey 
aigne; it is often neeukay mr th'em to .multiply 
. words.” 

'His notmn of the-dnty of a member of Fsriiar 
• ment, sitting npon an dection -committee^, .-was 
very high ; and when he was told of agentieman, ' 
npon onh-'of those committees, - who read the 
newspimeip. pvt of the timeb and slept the res^ 

- while the merits of a vote were exanuned: by the 
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coniudlf land as an'exctte^ when challenged by* 
the chainnan for 'anch- behaviour, blanfly an- 
awered, " 1 hi^ made up my mind upon that 
caBe;”>^obna(fo, ,vrith an indignant contempt 
aaid, “ If he vm anch a-rogne aa to make up ma 
mind upon a caae -without hearing it^ he ahdnld 
not have been anch a fool aa to tdlit”-^** 1 think 
(aaid Mr. Dndl^ Long, bow Noi^) the Doctor.- 
naa pretty plainly made him out to be both rogne 
and fool.” . ' 

Johnaon'a profound reverence for the Hierarchy. ' 
made him expect ‘from Biah'opa the higheat de- 
grM of decomm; he weia ofibpded even at their 
going to tavenu: “ A biriiop (aaid he) haa noting 
to'do at, a tippling honae. It u not indeed'imi* 
moral in him to ^ to' a tavern; neither would it 
be inunoral in mm to whip a top in Groavenor 
'Sqnm : bntif hd did, 1 hope the Mya would fidl 
upon him and appW the whip to kkn. There are 
gradationa in candjact; there ia morality,-^e- 
cency, — propriety. ' None of these ahonld bevio-' 
lated by a biahop. A bishop should not m to a 
house where he may meet a ^ung follow Imding 
out a wendi.” Bosweli.. **Bu^ mr, every tavern 
does not admit women.” Johnson. '* Depend 
upon it, sir, any tavern will admit a well drMsed 
man and a well dressed woman; they will not 
perhaps admit a woman whom th^ see every night 
walking by their door in the stared But a 
dressed man may lead in a well dressed woman 
to any tavern in London. Taverns sdl meat and 
drink, and will sdl them to any body who can 
eat and can .drink. Yon may as ww say that 
a mercer will not sdl dlks to a woman of the 
town.” 

He also disapproved of bishops going to ront^ 
at least of thdr staying at them longer thjm thdr 
presence commanded reapecL He mentioned a 
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wrticalar bishop. ** Fob 1 (said Mrs. Tbiale) Ihe 

Si^op of is never minded at a ront”. 

Boswell. "When -a buhop fdacef himself in a 
sitoation where be has no distinct ^aracter, and 
is of no consequence he degrades tiie digniW of 
his order.*’ Johnson. " Mr. Boswdl, madam, 
has said it as correctly as it could be.” - 
' Nor was it only in the dignitaries of the Church 
tiiat Johnson required a particular decomm and 
delicacy of behaviour; he justly considered that 
the deigy, as persons set apart for the sacred of> 
fice of serving at the altar, and impressiim -the 
minds of men with the owfol concerns of afotnre 
stale, should be somewhat more serious than the 
generality of mankind, and have a suitable com- 
posure of mannera. A due sense of the dignity 
of their profesnon, indepoideDt of hi^er motive^ 
will ever prevent them-ftom losuig mdr distinc- 
tion in an indiscriminate sodali^; and did such 
as aflfect this know how mtfch it lessens them in 
the eyes of those whom they think to please by 
it, they would feel themsdves much mortified. 

Johnson and his iriend Beanderk were once 
together in company with several deigymen, who 
thought that they should afmear to adranti^. 
by mnming the lax jollity of mm the 
which, as it may be ofaservM in rimilar cases^ they 
carried to noisy excess. Johnson, who they ex- 
pected would be entertmned, sat grave and silent 
for some time; at last^ turning to Beanderk, he 
said, by no means in a wfairoer, " This merriment 
of raisons is mi^^ ofira^e.” 

Even the dress of a dei^man dionld be in 
diaracter, and nothing can oe more de^cable 
than conceited attempts at avoiding the appear- 
race of the derical oraer; attempts which are as 
in^bctnal as thqy are pitifoL Dr. Fortens^ now 
Bishop of London, in his excdlent charge when 
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presiding orer the diocess of Ghesfer, jostly anp 
madrerfs npon this snlgect; and obs^es of a 
reverend fop* that he "can be bntiia^ftf ionr.*' 

Addison, in "Hie Spectator,” has ghen ns a 
fine portrait of a deignnan who is supposed to 
be a member of bis CSuh; and Johnson has ex- 
hibited a modd, in (he chmctec of Mr. Mndge*, 
which has escaped the coUecton of his works, 
bat which he owned to me^ and whidi indeed he 
showed to Sir Joshna Beynolds at the time whoi 
it was written. It bears the genuine marks of 
Johnson's best manner, and is as ibilows: 

“The Bererend Mr. JSaehariak Pre- 

bendary of Exeter, and Ticar of St Andrew's in 
Plymouth; a man equally eminent fiir his virtues 
and abiliti^ andatcmce bdoredasacompamon 
and reverenced as a pasto. Hehad thatg^eral 
cariosity to which no kind of knowledge is mdif> 
ferent or snp^nons; and that genml benevo- 
lence by which no order of men is bated or 
despised. 

“ His piindples both of thondt and action 
were great and compidiensire. l3y a soKdions 
examination of objections, and jndidons compar 
rison of opposite aignments, he attained what in- 
quiry never gives but to mdnstiy and perspicoity, 
a finn and unshaken settlement of conviction. 
But his finnness was without asperity; for, know- 
ing with how much difficulty truth was sometimes 
found, he did not wonder that many missed it. 

“ The general coarse of bis life was determined 
bj* his profession ; he studied the sacred volumes 
in the oiwnal languages; with what dil^nce and 
success nu AWcs vpon the Psahm giio suffident 
evidence. He once endeavoured to add the 
knowledge of Arabick to that of Hebrew: but, 
finding Ins liionglits too much diverted from other 

* See VeLI. f. SISL 
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Btadie^ after som'e time, desisted ‘from his'por- 
pose. 

. "His dischafge of parochial duties was exem- 
plary. . How his Sermons were composed 'may be 
learned from the excdlent Tolnme which he has 
given- to the pnblick; but bow &^-were deli- 
vered can be knoihi only to those that heard 
them; for as he applied in the pnlpit^ words will 
not eahily 'describe* him. His deuv^, thongh 
unconstrained, was not n'egUgent^^ and, though 
fondble^ was not tnibnlent; disdaining anxious' 
nicety of emphans and laboured artifice of action, 
it captivated the hearer by its natural dimity, it 
TousM the dngggiah, and fixed the volaule^ and 
detained -the mind noon the snlgect Without di- 
rectijw it tO'the apeaxa. 

: " Tfbe mndenr and solemnity of the preabher 
, did not mtyade npon his general behaviour; at 
the table of his friends he was a companion com- 
municative^d attmtive^- of nnafbcM manners^ 
of manly cbeeifulhc^ willing to please^ and easy 
to be pleased.' His acquaintance was nniversally 
' solicited, and his presence obstructed no enjoy- 
ment which religion did not fi>ibid. Tbong^h atn- 
dious he was popidar; tboneh argumentative he 
was modest; though inflexible he was candid; 
and though metaphysical yet orthodox*.” 

On Friday, Mar& 30 , I dined with him at Sir 
Joshna lleynolds*s, with the Earl of Cbarlemonf, 
Sir-Annesl^Steuw^ Mr. Eliots of Fort-Eliot; 
Mr.-Bnrke^ dDead Marlay, Mr. Laiigto; -a most 
agreeable day, of which I-remt that every dr- 
cnmstance is not preserved; Irat it is unreason^ 
. able to require such a multiplication of fididtyr 

Mr. Elio^ with whom, Pr. 'falter Harte had 

miHife 
'«t Got 
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travelled, talked to'na of his of Goata- 

▼ds Adolphafi^'*’ which hh said was a very good 
book in the Gefnkan "traOBlation. Johnson. 
“ Haite was excessively vain.' He put copies of 
his. book in -mannscc^ into the hands of Lord 
Chesterfidd and -Lordf'Granvill^ that they might, 
'revise it. Now'how absnrd was it to sappose' 
that two snch nobleman would re.vise so nig a 
mannscri]^ Poor man 1 he left London the day. 
of the ptudication of his book, that he might be 
'ont of the ^hy of the greet praise he was to 
receive; and he' was ashamed to ret'nm when he 
firand how ill his book hadvsncceeded. It wah 
'unlncky in coming ont bn the siune day with Ro- 
bertson's * History of Scotland.' His husbandry; 
however, is good.” Bobwbll. " So he was fitter 
‘faf that toan for heroick hmtory : he did well when 
■he tamed bis aword into a plonghshare.'' 

Mr. Eliot mentioned a cnrioris liquor peculiar 
to hu country, which the Coraish fishermen drink; 
They call it Jfafiqgmqr; and it is made of two 
parts gin and one part treacle^ well beaten toge- 
ther. I begged to have some of it made, whudi 
was done with proTOr skill by Mr. Eliot. 1 ' 
thought it veiy good liquor; and said it was a 
cmnntermut of what is called AtM Pwrid^ 
in the Highlands of Scotland, which is a* mix- 
tare of whisky and honev. Johnson said, *' that 
mnat be a better liqnor than the Goraiah, for both 
its component parts are better.” He also ob- 
served, ** Makegmif mnst be a modem name; for 
it is not long since the wood called mahomny 
was known in this country.” I mentioned liw 
scale of liquors ^-nclaret for boys,— port for men, - 
—brandy for herpes. ” Then (said Mr. Burke) 
let me have darrt: 1 lorn to be a boy; to have 
the careless gaiety of boyish clays.** Johnson. 

** I should dnnk claret too, if it would give me 
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-tlAt} bat it.doe8 not : it neitfaier mdces^boys meii, 
nOV men boysi Yoa*ll . be drowned ' by it, before 
ithas any effect npon yon.” 

■ I'vehtnntd to’mention a Indicrons panigrapb in 
'the newsmen^ that Dr. Johnson was learning to 
dance ofveMs. librd Gharleinon^ wishing to 
• ezdte him to talk, proposed in a whisper that he 
shoidd be asked whether it waS true. ** Shall I 
aric him said his Lordship. We were^-by a 
great taiijoiity, dear for the ezperimmit. Upon 
.which- his Lorddiip veiy gravely, and with -a 
coiirteons air, said, " -Pray,- sir, is it trne that jou 
are 'taking lessons pf Vestris^ This was nsk- 
ing a good deal, and required the boldness of a 
General of Irish Yolnnteers to make the attempt 
Johnson was at first startled, and in some beat 
answered,-** How can your lordship ask so sim- 
ple a- question 7* But immediately recovering 
himself, whether from nn'^lingness to be de- 
ceived or -to appear deceit, or whether from 
real gbod-hnmour he kept np the joke: **-Nay, 
, blit if any bodp were- to answer ttie panmraph 
\and contndict it, Td have a reply and wonld say 
-that-he’who contradicted it was no friend either 
.to Yestris or me. For why dionld not Dr. John- 
ron add to his oUier powers a litde corporeal 
•iigility? ^crates learnt to dance at an advanced 
aee^'and C&tb learnt Greek at an advanced age. 
Then it might proceed to say, that diis Johnson, 
not content -with dancing on the ^nnd, might 
dance on -the rope ; and th^ mightlntrodnce the 



lore-wished, to buy up all the -copies and linrii 
4hem*. ' 1%e Duchess of Mhriborongh -had k^t 
oneL;- and when he was against her at an' elec- 

■ WDBn^'tlie Snrt Tiieaiiiil GrimiUn. 
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.tion. she; bad a oev edition of it printed, and 
prdized to i^ as a fiontiapiece, an elmbant dano:- 
ugpn a.rope; to ahdir uat hia LorasA^'s vlitf 
jug, comedy .was aa .awkward aa an depluint datao> 
ing on a rtmoi" 

On. Snnday, April 1, I difled With liiin at. Bfh 
Thralda^ witn Sir. Philip Jennin^ Gterk and 
Mr. Perkina*,, who had the anpenntendebfce of 
Mr. Hu^e'a.bfewery. with a auaiy of five hdn- 
drra ponnda.a year. Sir Philip hu tha' ajmear- 
ance of a mtleman of .ancient ftmflyt. well ad- 
Tanped* in nfe.. He. Wore hia Own white hair in 
ahag of^bodly aiaa^ a bhck Tdret coa^ with an 
embroidaed waiatcoal^ and Tery'.ridi laced rn& 
Am ; which Mta. Thrale aaid.Wera old fiahioned, 
bnt whid^ fiir thatre^n, Ithonght the more rd* 
apectabley mhre like a.Tc^.; yet Sir Philip waa 
then in oppoaitiott in Farlument "Ah, air (aaid 
^phnaon), andent rofflea and modenf piidcaplM 
. do not agree." Sir Philip defended the OppOd- 
tion.to the'American war aUy and with temper, 
and 1 joined him. He aaid the mplorily ^ the 
nation waa againat the miniatry. - Jobnbon. " Ti 
air, am againat the miniatiy; bnt it in' for haring 
Itoo litfe of that of wfaicfo Oppoaition tbinka they 
hare* too mlich. Were 1 miniater. If. ady man 
wi^gged hia finger againat m^ heahonld be-tnrfied 
ont; for that which it ia in die power of Govern- 
ment to give jat pleaanre to one or- to anothtf 
ahoold be given to ^e anpporten of Govemmenti 
Tf yon wflfqot oppoae at die expenae of loaing 
your places your oppoaition will not be hobedj 
yon tral fisd no aenona ^evance; hbd the pre- 
aent oppoaition ia dnly a conteat to get what 
otbera have. Sir Robert Walpole acted aa J 
would do. Aa to the American war, the mum of 
the nation ia toM the miniatry. The majority of 
•a^TCLap.«a 
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l 3 i 6 BeiirfafrcanW< 2 iBnteM themqot^ 

i^tfaoBc^whd coa-raly iiear u Agai^ it;'iuul'a8 
tboBB iA6. c^' ohlr bear are xAore nuoiaroiA|tiian 
fluMie who can nnderetand, and, Oppontion ia al- 
WBSV londeaL a majority ofthe'nb^'\nll be for 

^ * li * » 

OppOSitlOD. 

boiateroliB vivadly -oitertamed.iia: bat 
the troth in my opinion tra^ that those irhoconld 
onderstaiid the best veto' a^^'t the American 
orar,' ds aliAodt every man now isy when the qn^' 
tioh 1^ b'edn coolly coi^ered. 

- - ilftS. Thrale gave hi^ praiae tq Mri-Budl^ 
Long (hovv North). . Joehsoit. *'Na;jr, ihy dw 
. lady, don't tdk ao.-* Mr. Lon^fa charamf ia veiy 
«AM.' It ia nothing. Bb filb' a* chair. Ho'is'a 
man of genteel appearance^ and .that ia alP. ' I 
• know*nOTody wboibtaata by praiae aa yoh' dc: 
for whenerar there ia* eamggeratedpimaa: every 
body is set' agaidat a character: 'Tne^ aie'pro- 
voked to attack it. .Noiv there ia Pe^ya*; yon 
pimaed diet man ndth snch'diaproporadn'that I 
was looted to leaden bim, perhapa more dian he 
deservea; - Hia blood is imon yonr heaA By Ad 
aame prindple yonr malice defoata itself;' for 
yonr emote ia too viqloit. And yet Ho^ng 
to.hef mAw leering' ainile)^ aheia Ab filet 'tro- 


* Hbw Tciarioii BBd J B m aHeJ W'pUygpiih tBewiMt 

jfart. Bnt lltlb-dld-bfrlnio«r lUI, mrinffta UhLoni^ 
la Vk pnMoagk.lM mwi idUng llna a 



^ on of iha lloldi'ln the HU- 

CbartofChnNoy, udnadl kaotrn fa polite elraki. Ibaaqmdat^ 

um uMi Un li not Hahhiif to Mudde on to gpook of Inn flan aw 
•ifar jOdaiMnL BiilltaMnraialbsthntEtaaandjIhdbid boinn 
tbn InOmte Biend orOn tafa air Jnmen Mnedoinid. On JUbredUr oT 

_A — dlBiiy.litante, lemriiii', and vbldes wiU 

I ndndimoa nnd topoL 
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Some 'other gentlemen cBme-ln..' Tfie oonrer- 
e^ion concerauig the penoo whose duracter 
Dr. Johnson Imd treated so dightin§^y, as he did 
not know his 'merit, was resumed. ’ Mrs. Thrale 
said, Yon think to of him, sir, because he is 
quiet, and does not exert himself with force; 
‘xonll be saying the same thinjr of lilr. ****.• 
tfaeie^ who aits as qniet— Thia was notSrell 
bred; and Johnson did not* let it pass without 
correction. Nay, madam, what right have yon 
to talk thus? Both Mr..*'* *•* * and I have rear 
son to takeitill. Ybir may talk so of Mr. ****** 
bntwfaydo.yonmakeinsdoit? Havel saidany 
thing against S&. *****? Yon have set him 
that 1 might shoot him ; bnt 1 have not shot him." * 
One. of die gentlemen ihid he had seen three 
folio volumes m Dr. Johnson's sayings collected 
by me. "I mnst put yon^^t, air (said for 
1. am .very exact in anfhenticity. You . contd not. 
see' folio, volume^ for I have none: yon n^ht 
have seen some in qoarto and octavo. Ibis is 
an inattention which one dionld guard against" 
JoBNSo'K.' ** Sir,' it.is a want of concern about 
veradty. He does not- know that be. saw oi^ 
vplnmes. Jf hehad seen.them he could have re- 
membered' their sixe.” - 

■ Mr.'lbrale appeared veiylelhai^ck to day.r— 
1 -saw. him agam-on Monday evening, at which 
'time ■ he was not thought to be in immediate 
danger;- bnt early in the morning of Wednesday, 
i|ie 4thf he.exmred. Johnson was in.the hons^ 
and thus mentions the evmit: “ I ^t' almost the 
flntter of his. pnlse^ and looked for the last 
'time upon tbe&ce that for fiiteen years had never 
been tnmed upon me bnt with respect and be- 
nignity V” -Dpmi.that day diere was a OaB of the 

» ISI. 

PoniWMili catpi— I bm on uta o cnWIoo leodiid 
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Liteiwy C3ab j bnt Jobnson apologized ' far hu 
abseoce-by the folloHTDg.note: ■ 

"Mr. Johkson knofra that Sir JpehdE R^ojds • 
and the other genflemen irill eascoM bis moDm- ' 

S liance nrith tm (Call, ^^en th^ ara told that 
In-Thrale died tliia moming.* 

Mr. lilirBle^ death 4raa a very enential loss to 
Johnson, who, althonefa hedid not toraseesiUdiat 
afterwards h^pened, was snfficienf^ convinced 
tiut the commits 'which 2lfr. 'niTalea iamily'af- - 
finded him<wonld no'w in a great measnne cease. 
He^ honker, continned to show a Idnd attention 
to his .vndow and childimi as long as it was ac- 
ceptable: and he took .upon hiin, with a very 
namtot' coacern, the office of one of his ezecn- 
tora, 'tiie importance of which seemed greats 
than nsnal io him, fiom his circmnstances hav> 
ing been always sndi. that he had scarcely any 
'diar^n the r^ bnsinen of life. His friends of 
the Onb .were in hopm that Mr. llirale nqdt 
have'made a liberal provuion fer him for his life^ 
'vAicb,'asMr. Thrale left noson and'a veiy laige 
fintane, it would have been fai^y to his hononr 
to have done; and, consideimg Dr. Jobnsoifs 
age^ conld not have been of long duration; bnt 
he hequeatiied him only two hundred- pounds, 
.which wsis the legacy given to each of his ezecn- 
txnrs.^ I bonldnot but be somewhat ffiverted Iw 
hearing Johnson talk in a pompons manner of hu 
new office and iiurticnlariy of the concerns, of the 
‘ breweary, wfaidi it was at ust resolved ^phld be 

t—fliaSmyoB Wm^in Mtliaaf HoBtef to* 

be pnMot at the anln»n of Ikt rn BfaibefMil hit bieBil4 and 
tObdHUOie orthoie era wS had1aiia1oiiMiVi*>HBi 

wHh M M M. ■■a a BMiiLw. » ir.T 
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iKild. L0rd Lucan RTOiy |Ood story, vhidi; 

if not predaely exacts n certainly cKancteriati- 
cal; 'that vrhen the sale of Thniln brewery was 
going tbrwardi Johnson appeared bnatling abont^ 
^di an inUiom and pen m' his Jnittonhol^ like 
an 'exinseiiian; and on bung asked -wliat he 
really conridem to be ^ ralne of the mpei^ 
which was .to be dispo^ o^ imswered, “ We 
are' not here to sell a pai;cel of boilers and rata^ 
|mt tbie pQteptiality'oi growing rich beycmd 'the 
dreams m avarice. > 

■ On Frtday, April 6^ he carried me to dine at a 
dnl^ which, atma denrsb had been latdy dmned 
at the (Shieen^s Aims, in 8t Panlls Ghnrayard. 
He told Mr. Hbole that be wished to haveaOSGl^ 
CbS^'and asked him to coHeqt one; bul^ said h^ 
** Don*£ let them be pafftote.” ^e company 
were to ^y very aensmlek wdl bdiaved men. 1 
have'-praerved onlv two particnlars of his con^ 
venadon. He said he was' Lord George 
‘Gordon bad escaped, rather thanAat a prece- 
dent should he established -for hanging a man for 
eessAwefiiw 'IreoMm; which, in consistency wifo 
his tm^ - manly, cxmstitntional Torym, he cmn- 
- sidered wcrald be a dangerona engme cMf arbi- 
trary potrar. -And' upon its beiiu mentioned 
tbat-an opdcnt and very indolent Scoteh noble- 
man, v^o tbtdly. resigned the mana|^ent of 
his afhim to a man of -knowledge and abiliti^ 
bad dumed some merit- by aa^nos* ."The next 
heat foing to mnnaaing a manis own aflhirs wdl 
is bdiw sensible of incapadty and .not attempt- 
ing i^ but having' foil confidence in one who can 
do it^^ JpHKsox. "Nay, nr, this is paltry*— 
Thm is a middle conrae. Let a man give ap- 
pliAtion:;and-draend npon it he will aoon g^ 
.above a despinUe -state of hriplesanesi^ and at- 
tain the power of acting for hinudf.” 
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' .Oh-Satnrdayj April 7,* I dined iriUi him at Mr. 
fioole's with Oovemonrl Bonchier and Gaj^in- . 
Onne^‘. both of whom had been long in the Boat 
Indies; and being of good sense and observation 
were-Teiy. entertaining. Johnson defended tlie 
orientalrsgulation of difierent'<;asl» of-men*, which 
was objected to as totally destmctive of tbe hopes 
of rising in. socie^ by personal merit He show- 
ed that there was a'jpnlRcipfe in-it snfficieotly plau- 
sible by, analog. .**We. see (said be) in metals 
that there.are difierent spedes; and so likewise- 
in animals,, tbongh one spedes not differ veiy 
Widdy from another, as in the spedes of dogs,— 
the cur, the mnie1,.the 'mastiK The Bramins 
are the.maatiflB of mankind.” - 
. .* On Tlinrsday, April 1S, I dined trith him- at 
a-. Bishopfe, where were.. Sir- Joshna B^n^olds, 
Mr. Beren^, and some' more company. • He 
had dined Uie day before at another Bishop's. I 
hare unfeitnnatdy recorded none of his conver- 
sation at the - Bishop's where we dined togedier: 
bOt 1 have preserved his ingenions defence of his 
dining twice abroad in Passion-week; a laxit}*, 
in. wmch 1 am convinced be would not haiw in- 
dnlged himsdf at the time when he wrote his so- 
lemn paper in "The Rambler,'' upon that awfnl 
Mason. It appeared to me that by bdng mnch 
more in compray, and epii^ing more Inxnrions 
living, he h^ contracted a keener rdish fer 
pleaan^ and wu conseqiiently less rigorons in 
biardimons rites. This he would not acknow^ 
ledge; bqt he rdusoued with admirable sophistry, 
as fellows: "Why, sir, a Bishop's calling company 
togetlier in this week is, to use the vn]|^r phrase^ 
not tka ikmg. But yon must consider laxi^ is 
a bad thing; but precismiess is also a bad thing; 


* [Bitfijiaiits,thoBdlifU]rcut| fbe BnualM|iMiSekaiHl fMa 
' K.] 
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ail'd ^oar' general cbaraGtjer>ma7bermore*hnrt'by 
precueneaB tbaa-by dining vith-arBisbcti'in -Fb^' 
sion-vedb' There n^bt be a bandle-rar reflec- 
tion. It mtrtt Waai^- *He refiuea to'dine with 
a-Biabop in Pasrion-week, but was tbitee Sundaya 
abaent from dinrcb.*” BbawExii. "Tery' traet 
air. Bnt anppoae a man to-be nnifixnnly=of godd 
oondu^ wonid- it not be better, that he al^Id 
refaae'todine with a-Biriiop in'tiiia week, and ao 
nqt enoonra^a bad practice by hie example?^ 

' JoHNadN. "Why, air, yon are to conaid'er whe- 
ther yon might not do more harm by leaaening 
'ihe trataence-of-a Bibhopla character by- yonr dia- 
approbation jn* refiiaing bim than by going to' 
him.* - 

• ,1 I ' * 

- «-TO HSL'a. XinoY-vonTaa, xx-ucHnBij>. 

■ 


** -Life ‘ ia 'foil of tronblea. I hare jnat loat- my 
dear friend Thrale. ' I hoTOhe’iBhap|^;-‘bnt'l 
have had a ‘i^reat loaa. I am' otherwue pretty 
welL ^ I require some- care- of myaelf,* bnt that 
care ia not- ineflbctoal; and when 1- am oat of 
orde^ think -it often my own &nlL 
"The apriiig ia now makioR quick advancea. 
Aa it ia- the- aeaaon in which the whole-world ia 
enlivened and-mvigoratedj I hope that both yon 
and I ahdl partake cf ita-benefita. My deaire ia 
to aee Lichfidd-; but being left execntor-to my 
friend, I know- not whether 1 can be apared; bnt 
1 will tiy; for it ia ndw -long aince we aaw one 
another^ and how-little we can promiae-onradvea 
many more interviewa, we are taught 1^ hourly ' 
exainplea of mortality. - Let ua-try to live ao- aa 
that mortahty may not be an dvil. Write to me 
aopn', my deareat; yourjette^ will givje me'gi^t 
pleaaaie.' 
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: " I. qpi pony 1M Mr- Portisr bps opt had hia 
box; bBt-j^'Wqding it to Mr. MftthijB^ vbo voy 
rep^ily nPfliBtQOb itfl convoyance^ I did the beat 
I Q^d, 9q4 ppabpjia'bpfore npw he haa it' 








$ip|ida; I havq n ^prppt valnejfor dieir 
and hope to .empy if botore pimmer ia paat Do 
mritotoma I pm, DBaxsar LQva; 

**TQnr npathpmhleaeiTant ' 

** Sak. JoBxaov.” 

MLoBdoB, 4|fU I78L* 


. -Qq Pridqy, Apifl Ifi, beiqg (Gopd-Fridqy, I 
mmt to -St- GlemeDf a church* with hUn aa tianal. 


nsent to -St OlppieDfa fhprch* with hqn aa tianal. 
'Thm 1 aaw a|^a hia old fellow oollegiaa;* Ed- 
warday to whom I aaid, " Ithink, air. Dr. Johnaon 
and yipq mppt oqly pt.Chnreh.V- "giy (apid he^ 
it ia the beat place we'can meet in, exc^ Heap 
Ten, and I hope we ahall meet there’too.* Dr. 
Jphnaon told pie 0 iat there waa veyy litde -com- 
piqpipatipn bptween jBdivaidB and him, after their 
npe^ect^TepewaiofacqqBintance. ”Bpt(aaid 
pmiUngO he met me onc^ and aaid, * 1 am-tald 


ypn haye written a reiy prptty book called T%e 
jRauMer* 1 ^a pnwiUiqg that he ahonld Ipaye 


the yrprid in total dprknpaa, apd cent him aaet” 


Mr- PerpRger*' yiiqted biq; tq-day. apd wpa very 
earinx.' we talked of an evepipg aocipto for 


plpaaing.- We talked of an evjmipg aocip^ for 
Cpqyeraption at q hPOm to to^ of.which ^ 


yrere all piembqn» bqt of whidi Johnaon aaid, 
“It will pever do, air; There ia nothing aerved 
abqntthere^ neither tea, nor coflfoe^ nor l^onade^ 

' - "it* ^ ] J 1 


qor any ditog whateyer; apd depend upon it^ir, 
asman doea not love to so to a place frcnn whence 


asmpn dopa not love to go to a plpcefroin whence 
he cdnito PPt pnctly pa he went in.” 1 endeap 


*^Hlrtai7 and Art or Bonw 
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TOQK^t for aigapi^f^p/nkei to npiiiNii fbot-pion 
of Jeortiiog ai}d tdentR niur])|: ftave yeiy fsfifid in? 
feileotoid jBOoiety vriUipnt we jBi4 of any Jitfle grpr ' 
pf tbe aeoKB.. B^nenger joined vith 
Jojiqaon vnd a^id, that priAont (heap fmy veetipg 
WOTld be dull and Mpidr ?0 W9nld thprefone 
hero all the alight refreahmeota; nay, it-,i?pnld 
notbeamiaato haveapmecoJId meat,.and a bottle 
pf wine upon a aidPbKMvd, f*Sir teid Jphnaon 
to web mth pn air of tiiwnph)^ Mr. Bprenger 
kpoFB tbp y^d. Every bodjr Ipvea to bavp 

B od ffainn fnrniahed to {hem withppt apv fron- 
e; J ‘tmd Mra Thnle pnca^ that aa ahe did 
pot (hooae to have card tablpa, abp ahonld have 
a profiiaon of the heat awpotmeata, and abe wopld 
be anre to bavp oompai^ enodgh come to her." 
1 agreed withwy illuatrioos ftiend ppop tliia anb- 
ject; for it,haa Reaped tp make mpp p com- 
poaite animal, and where there ia nothing to rp- 
fiesb the body* tbP mind will langpiabr 
s On Sppday„April Id, -being EaataPrday, after 
pojpmn wonpjp id St-PanTa mrpb, I f^ond him 
■pippe Dr. Scptl; of the pommopai pamp in. He 
•talked of ita having beep aaid that Addiaon wrote 
apwe pf hia beat papera in "T^e Spectator,’* 
.when.wann with wipe. Dr.'Jpbnaop did not 
Atom ^lineto‘adpiit.1hia> Dr. Spotl^ as a con- 
fimatipn m.itb-reilpt^ that Bleck^neb a apber 
man^coropoped hia " Commentaiiei^ with a bottle 
pf 1 ^ before him; and- foqpd his mind invi- 
gorated and anpported in the fotigne.of his great 
bv a template .nite.of ii 
1 told; him thalt in a company where I had 
-lately bpsp, a desire' was eapreasw to know -bis 
authority jfor die' abpcking ntory of Addim’s 
sending an pxeoption into pte^a honse*. "Sir 


'^'SnelUi «kplriii8d,]k lA la 
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. perceptibjtf to m: a-man vho thinka he haaiffoft 
an apparition can only be conrinced himself; 
his authority will not convince ano&CT.; and' his 
. conviction^ if ntional, nfnst be ibniided oir brings 
told- Boibedring which cannot be knoritf bnt by 
.aapernatnTBl means.” 

He ihentiondd a thing as not nnfirecpient, of u^ich 
I , had never heard bmore; — ^beii^ oedlied, that ii; 
bearing one's name pronounced 1^ the voice'of a 
known person at a grriit distance far beyond ^e 

E bssibiuty of being readied by any sound uttered 
y human oiganfeir " An acquaintance^ on whose 
veradty I cad depdid, told me^ that walking home 
one evening^ to KHmambck, he heard 'himsdf 
called firom a wood, by the voice of a brother' 
trho bad gone to AiMnca; and the neat packet 
brought accounts of tiiat'tirother’s death.”' Mao- 
• beon asserted that this inexplicable cttOxn^ was a 
thing very wbll known. Pr. Johnson smd, that 
one day at Oxford, as he was taming th'e key of 
his chamber, he heard bUi mother dminctly ciill 
— ^Shsi. She was then at Lichfield ; but nothing 
ensned. This phenomenon is, I think, as won- 
derfol as any other mysterious focf^ which many- 
people are very slow to believe^ or. rather, indeed, 
r^Sct trith an obstinate contempt 
Some time after this, upon bis* making a remSrk 
which escaped my attention, 'Mr& 'Wifliams and 
SSrs. Hair were both together striving to answer 
him. He grew angry, and called out loOdfy, 
*'Nay, when yon both speak at oncey it is intoler* 
able.” Bnt checking himself and softening, he 
said, ** This one may wy, fhongfa you nre ladies.” 
Then be brightened into giw bomonr, and ad-, 
dressed them in the words of one of the songs in 
" The Beggars Opera:” 


*' But two a IIbm tben% no noifal aaa bear.' 
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<fWIiatr. 8 ir(ittid 1)^ 700 .going (o' tdNI Gatir- 

tain Bfachea^r. There was methidg as pleft- 
saritly ladiQiOns in this scene asVsan be inia|nnedt 
The contrast between Mabbeatb, Folly, And uncy 
•—end Hn Samud Johnson, blind, .peevish Mrs. 
’Williamst and lean« lank} preaching Mrs. Hall, 
was exquisite. 

I stole Away to Coadiniaken* Hall, aAd 
beazd the diffiralt text of whidi vre bad talked 
discnssed, t^ilh s^t'decenoy and sonid in^Ii- 
gence^ by seveFafspeakdrs. llieie was a diflbR- 
ence of opinion as to the appearance of^osts iif 
modem nmCSt thonah the aigonfents tor 1 ^ sop- 
poitad ^Mr. AMispn's ant|iority( ptoponde- 
rated. ' The immediate suhaAct of debate was 
embarrassed by the hoduB ot the saints having 
been said to ri^ and I 7 the question what be- 
came of diem afterwards did they retnm again 
to thdr mvesf of were thdy .trandatod to bea- 
Ten ? Omy one evangelist mentions' the fiuct*, and 
die ooDuneiktaton whom I'bave looked .at do not 
make the pamSge dear. . There ,i^ however, no 
occaaion.tol’.odrunderstui'ding it finrChOr than to 
know that it was one 'of the extraordinary mani- 
' featadons Of diwne poifer, whidh accompanied 
the most important event that ever happendd^- . 

On Frid^, April 20 ^ I spent with him one-of 
toe happie^ dayatoat I remember to have en- 
joyed in toe.whole conrse of my life. Mrs. Gsr- 
ridc|. whose grief tor toe loss of her husband Wai^ 
1 believ^ aS ainpere as Wounded afiebtion and 
admiration cOnld-.prodnce^ had this day, tor toe 
first time since his deadi, a sdect party of his 
friends' to dine with her. ' The company waa^ . 
■Miss HandSh Mor^. Who lived With her, and* 
whom she- called hm Chaplain ; Mrs. Boscawen*- 

* St IblllMe, nvB. ss. 
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Mfb. Elixab^^-Crilter, Sir Joshaa-ReynoldB, Dr. 
Barney, Dr. Jfi^eoa, ‘-aod myself. We fbnnd 
dnrselves very c4%Botl7 entertained at'her honbe 
-in-the Adelphi, whm I have passed manya plmu- 
ing^ bonr with- him' "'wboffladdened life.”- She 
iboked-vrell; talked of Jier bnsband'lvith complar 
oeDcy, and while die cart her eyes on bis portrait^ 
'trhi(m> hnng' oVer the ‘diimn^ piece, said, ttot 
'“‘doath was ’now- the most asmedfle -olfiect to 
hhr.” The'veiy semblance of David Garnck was 
cheering. Mr. Beanclerk, with happy propriety, 
inscribe under that 'fine portrait ot him, wfaicm 
by Lady 'DiSiA’a Irin^ess is now -the property 
of my «mnd Mr. Lanffton,'the fiillowing passage 
fiom’fais bdoved'Shaupeare': 


nmUa llialiailt arbenoniDS niirfb, 
Ilwfar apart anhn^ talk witlial. 

BBb fiania aaaadoB fiv Ua wKi 
Par araiy olflaat that tha ooe doth aa 
na elfcvtaraa ta a nlrtb-awvlivJMti 


Tint igBd ran puij Imat at hb faloo^ 


Wewere'all in fine spirits; and I whispered to 
' Mn. Boacawen, '* I bdieve this is as mmm as can 
be'made of life.” - In addition to a splendid en- 
tertainment, we were regaled with Lichfidd a1^ 
which -had a peculiar' appropriate value. - Sir 
Joshna and Dr. Barney and 1 drank coidfally 
-of it to Dr. Johnson’s health; and though he 
would not join ns, he as coraially answered, 
**-Gratlemen, I wiah'jon all as wd aa yon do 
me.” 

The genend effect of tfaia-day dwells 'opon my 
minil in fend remembrance; ont I do -iiot-fina 
mnch converaatipn 'record^. What I have pre- 
served ahfljl be fiiitbfelly given. 


JBTAT. 72.. * , JDK.. JOHNSON. . ; 65 

• , One o£' fbe: cwDopiu^ moitioned .Mr. .Thomas 
the strennons Whig, irho jnse6.’to.8i^d avw 
£nrop0.presents of demdcrstical booki^ with tjimr 
hoards stamped irith daggers and- caps of liberty. 
Mrs. Carter said,- “ He.was a bad -man: he iisra 
to tBUt-nncharitably.” .Johnson. “Pohl pohl 
madam; who. is the- worse for beioe tidkeia. of 
uncharitably? Besid^-he was a dnU. pom crea- 
ture as'ever lived : and I believe he wo'nld. not 
have done harm to a man whom' he.knew to be 
of very opposite:principlMlo his own. I remem- 
Jier once at the Sodety.of Arts, when an adver* 
tisement to be drawn np, he pointed me out 
as the nian .who conld do it oest ' This^ yon will 
observe was kindnm to me. 1 however slipped 
awf^ and escaped it** 

Mrs. Garter haring said of the same person, ** I 
dOnbt he was .an Atheists Johnson. **I don't 
know that He mi^tpeihi^ have become one^ 
if He had had time to npen .(smiling). He might 
have mberated into an Adieut” 

Sir Jodina Royodlds. praised “ Madge's* Ser- 
' mens.” ! Johnson. ** Madge's Sermons are good, 
bnt not practical. He gnups more sense than .he 
can hold he takes, more com than he can make 
into meal ; he opens a wule proroect; bnt it is so 
distant; it is .indistinct 1 love *Blair^ Sermops.* 
Th6np;h the dog is a Scotdiman, and a Pres- 
bytenan, and- every tfaing.he should not be; I'.was 
thedM to praise mem. Such was my candour.” 
(Smili^.) Mrs: BoseAWXN. ** Sncm his -great 
merit to -get .the better of all yonr prqadi^.*' 
Johnson.'. “.Why, madam, let .ns'componnd'the 
matter;' let ns ascribe it to my candour, and his 
merit” 

iln tlie evening.we had .a-laige company.in the 
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drawiDeroom ; several ladies, the Bishop of Kil- 
Jaloe, Dr. Percy, Mr. Ghamberlarae-of thelVear 
8017, ^ ^ Somebody said, the life of a mere ' 
lilmafy man could not be very entertainibg.- 
JoBNsoH. *' But - it certainly may. This is a re- 
mark which has been made^ and repeated, with- 
ont justice: why should the life ofa literary man 
be less entertaining than the life of any other 
man?. Are there not as interesting varieties' in 
anch a life? .As d Uterary life it may be very 
entertaining.” Boswell. “ Bnt it most be bet- 
ter sorely^ wndh it is diversified with a little ac; 
tive vari^-— such aus hia havingaone to Jamaica; 
— or— his having gone to the Hebrides.** John- 
son .was not dispeased at this. 

lUking of a very respectable anthonr, he told 
ns a cnrions circumstance in his life^ which wai^ 
that he had married' a printeris devil. Bet- 
holds. “A printers devil, sir I Why, I thon^t 
a printer's devil was a or^ture witii a black fece 
and in ran.” Johhson. " Yes, sir. But I sup- 
pose be had her fece washed, and pqt clean 
dothes on her. (Then looking very serions^ and 
very earnest). And she did not disgrace him ; — 
the woman had a bottom of.good sense.”- 7 %e 
word fioftom thns introdnced vm so 'Indicro^ 
when 'contrasted with his gravity, that mort of 
ns 'could not forbear tittiriim and laqBfaiiig;- 
thongh 1 recollect that the Bishop of Bjllaloe 
kept his countenance with perimt steadiness^ 
while Bfisa Hannah More slyly hid her fece be- 
hind a lady’s back who sat on tiie same settee 
with her. His pride conld not bear tiiat any 
expression ofhis should excite ridicule^ when he 
did not intend it; be tiim^re resolved to assame 
and exercise despotick power, glanced sternly 
aronnd, and called ont in a strong tone, "Wberde 
the merriirient?” Then collecting himsdf, and 


STAT.'72. .Mt. J0BK80W. . .. .07’ 

lookiiig atrfiil, .to make ea fed how he ^oonld 
impose reatraiet, and as it were seardiiim his * 
mind finr a still more Indicrons word, he slowly 
prononnced, **I say the tsomaa .was yvmZofliea^ 
sennble;” as if he had said, hear this now, 
and lai^ if you dare. We all nd composed as 
ataftmeral. * 

■ He and I'walked away. tether; we atop]^ 
a .littie while hy the raila of the Addphi, looking 
on 'tile Thames,' and 1 said 'to him witii aoine 
emotion, that I'was now thinking of two ’friends 
we had loat^ who once lived in the bnildingB be* . 
hind na, Beancleik and Ganidcw ' “Ay, air (said 
he tmiderly), and two anch fiienda aa cannot be 
anjmlied;”- 

For sometime after tiiia day l.did not see him 
very often, and of the couveraation which J did 
eiyoy, I am aorry to find I have preserved but 
littie. I waa at this time engaged in a variety 
of other matters, .whidi reqmiM ezertion, and 
aaaidaity, and neoeaaarily occupied almost all ' 
my time. * 

• One day, bating spoken very ftedy,of those 
who.were then in power, he said to me^ “Be- 
tween onradvea, air, 1 do not like to give oppo- 
aition the satiai^tion cf .knowing how- mnim I 
disapprove of the miniatry.” And when I men*: 
tinned- that Mr. Burke bad boasted how quiet 
the nation wu in Geoige the Secondk- femi, 
when - WhigB-werer in rower, compared' with me 
present reqni, when ‘Tories 'governed; — ^**Wby, 
nr (said h^- yon are'-to consider that Tories^’ 
having more veveiWGe -far govemmenl^ will not 
oppem with the aame-violeDce as' Wh^ who 
bang nnreatrahied'by that principle^ wilToppoSe' 

, by any means.* ■ ■ 

■ This month he lost not only Mr. 'Ibral^ but 
another friend, Mr. William Strahan, Junior, 

rS 
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printer, the eldest son of his old and constant 
friend, Printer to his Mfyesty. 


**T0 HRS. STBAHAN. 

"dearuaoah. 

The jgrief nrhich 1 feel for the loss of a my 
kind fiiend is'snfficient to make me know how 
mudi yon snfier by- the death of an amiable son : 
a man of whom I &ink it may be truly said, tliat 
no .one knew him who does not lament him. 1 
look npon myself as haring a friend, another 
friend; taken from me. * • ■ ‘ 

« Comfort; dear madam, I would give yon, iff 
could; but 1 know how little the forms of conso- 
lation can* avail. Letme^ however, counsel you 
not to waste -your -health in -unprofitable sorrow, 
bnt eo to Bath; and endeavour to prolong your 
. own life.; But when we have all done all that we 
'can, one friend must in time lose the other. 

** I am,* DEAR HADAH, 

" Tonr most humble servant; 

• • -Aidlak iTii.- . “ 

• • 

/ • 

On Tuesday, May 8k .1 had the pleasure of 
again diniw with him and Mr. Wilkes; at Air. 
Dilly's. Mo tujgotiaiioH was now required to 
bring ttiiwn together; for Johnson was so • well 
satisfied with the former interview that, he was 
very giad to meet Wilkes agam, who liras this 
day seated between Dr. Beattie and Dr. John- 
son (between TVvA and jRmwoh, as General 
Paoli said, when I told him of it). WiXiKbs. • " 1 
have been thinking , J>r. Johnson, . that there 
should be a bill brought into parliament that 
the controverted elections fiir Scotland should 
be tried in that counliy, at .their own Abbey of 
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Etol^ fiood Houbq; and not Hero; -for the conae- 
quence of trying Aem ha« is, that we; have an’ 
iunndation of Scotchmen, who come np*'and 
never go back arain. Now hhre is BoswesU, who 
& come upon me dection'fbr'liis own county, 
which will not laat a fortnii^t” ‘Johnson. 
** Nay, sir, 1 see no reason why they should be 
tried- at all; for, you know, one -Scotchman is ns 
good- as .anothtf.” .Wilkbs. "Pray,- Boswdl, 
ho^ much-may' begot in. a year by an Advocate 
at foe: Scotch bdrr Boswell. .** I believe, two 
foonsand pounds.” Wzucbs. ."How ican it be 

S ofoible to spend that mon^ in Scotland P* 
OHNSON. "'V^y, nr, .the mon^ may be -spent 
in Eng^d : but there is a harder question. If 
one man in Scotland gets possession of two thou- 
sand poundSt'What remains for all foe rest of foe 
nation 7* Wilxbs. " You know, in tiie last war, 
^ immenifo booty-which Thnrot .-carried off by 
foe complete- plunder of seven- Scotck -isles; he 
' reembarked With - fores and etPEpenee." Here 
again Johnson and Wilkes joined in extravagant 
raortive reineiy'-npon foe 'supposed poverty of 
Scotland, .which Dr.' Beattie and I did not-foink 
- it worth onr .while to dispute. 

The subject of quotation bang introduced, Mr. 
Willm censured it as pedantry. Johnson. " No, 
sir, it is a good thing; there is a. community of 
'mind in it Glassicd quotation' is foe of 
literuy men -all over foe world.” WiusBS. 
" Upon foe continent they all quote foe ivnlgate 
Bible. Shafcspeare is chiefly quoted h^; and 
we quote- also Popey Prior, Butler, ’Waller, and 
Mmetimes, Cowley.” 

We talked of Letter writing. Johnson. ."It 
is now become' 'so mndi foe -foshion to publish 
letters that, .in order to avoid it^ 1 put as linle/into 
mine as I can.” Bosweel. " Do what yoii.'wlil. 
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flir, yon cannot avoid it Shonid yon even write 
as in as jpn can, yonr.letten vronld/beipnbliahed 
. as cnrioritiM; • . 


. , ; * BbfioU ■ adiMlal Inataad oTwlL . " 

^Sarihra.dnllBiMvlfhSiaBfiifnpaBiill'iiriti*'* ' 

‘ -He gave na an entertaining acconnt of JBei 
a' woman, Of the town, who .with aome 
Occenbick taleni^.and mnch'eflWmteiy^ forced 
heraelf npon 'hia acqnaintance. " Bet (aaid he) 
wrote her own Life in verae*, which ahe broi^t 
to' meb wiahing that 1 'wonld fnmiah'her wim a 
Prefece -to it (laaghinfl^. I naed to aay of her, 
•that ahe was meralfy slnt -and dmnkaid;— 
•'obcaaionally, whore and thief. She 'had, how- 
ever, gOntiM -lodgingB, a apinnet on which ahe 
clayed, and a boy feat walked before her .chair. 

. Poor-]^‘ waa- taken njp on a chaige of almling a 
Copnterpane, and tried at’ die Old Bailey. Chief 

Jnidce who loiwd a wench, anmmed np 

feTonrably, and ahe'waa aoqnitted *. After which, 

' lohnHa,*whM wndaritallrnlaiifhvL' tend 


. "Wboaanrtldnnr wjTftadbmtt 
.* A-litl|enfadklnI< 9 Hneapan«ntbj 
Andlbn 1 oaMdm • wk Rbod^ 
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Bet said, with a and satisfied air, *I9ow that 
the coanterpanc IB my oim, I Blmll make a petti- 
coaiofit.*"' , • ^ ' 

Talkiiip: of omtoiy, Mr. Wilkes described it as 
accompanied with all the chnms of poeticml ex- 
pression. Johnson. **No^ sir; oratory is the 
poorer of heating down }’onr adrersary's aigu- 
ments, and putting better in their place." — 
AVilkbs. " Bnt this does not move the passions.” 
Johnson. " He mnst be a weak man, who is to 
be so moved.” Wilkes (naining a celebrated 
orator). ** Amidst all the brilliancy of — Vi 
imagination, and the exuberance of his wit, there 
is a stranM want of iasfe. It was observed of 
Apelles's venns*, that her ilesh seemed as if she 
had been nonrished by roses: his oratory would 
sometimes make one suspect that ho cats potatoes 
and drinks.whisky.” 

Mr. Wilkes observed, how tenodous we are of 
forms in this country; and gave as an instance^ 
the vole of the House of Cominons for remitting 
money to pay the army in America m Por/nrgw 
ptooei^ when, in reality, tiie remittance is' made 
not in Portugal money, but in our specie. John- 
son. " Is there not a law, nr, against sporting the 
current coin of tlieieolmr Wilkes. “ sir, 
bnt mi^t not the House of Commons, in case of 
real enoent necessity, order our own current cmn 
to be sent into our own colonies?”— Here John- 
son, .with that quickness of recollection which 
distinguished him so eminently, gave the MUt- 
dletex Pairiol an admintble retort upon his own 
ground. "Sur^ sir, you dont think a ruoiuium 
of Uit Bourn ^ffhoatom equal to lAs hue if ike 
/mdL” Wilkes (at once perceiving the applica- 

* [Hr. WOkM mbtoak lha oMaottoo oTBBpbnuwr to Iho Tbs- 

nmnrPanliariiwRirkScMriDlimieraoYaimserApdlai. Vuo 

Jlfawfaiiaai* X.] 
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lion). "Goo 'forbid,. sir.” — ^To hear what had' 
been' treated: with such riolenchin “The False 
Alarm,” now turned into pleasant r^rtee^ tras 
extremely agreeable. '.Johnson wenton: — “Lbcke 
observre wml* foat a prohibitibh- to dxport tfie 
current coin is im{)olitick; for when .the balance 
of trade happens to be against a stat^.the current 
coin must be exported.” . ' 

'. -Mr. BeanclerVs great libiOT was tfiia season 
sold in-London by auction. * Mr. Wilkes-said, he 
wondered- to find .in it such a numerous colleo*' 
tion of sennons: seeming to-think.it strange-foat 
a gentleman .'of Mr. 'Beanderk*s 'character in the 
gay - world, should have . chosen ■ to ■ have -many 
compositions- of that kind. Johxsov. '“Why, 
sir, pou are to 'consider, that sermons make a 
connderable -brandi of Eng^iifo literature;- so 
that alibrary must be vc^ imperfiect if it has not 
a numerous coHection or sermons': and in all 


* air. WOkta pnibililx dU not kmnr Oat fhne b Id u SaglUi 
laimoD tha aMit.aoDnN«hmlTD and lh«l|]r aeaoant of that eafaib 
talnlw fiualtj, hr vlmh ba hlaMriTwaa ao aaoh adaind. It b ta 
Pr. Bamwli lint rdtanny and hnrteontli annnan. ■'ibaAiif 

raadJhifinp.'* aijaldaaindntiiDoaitliebteOnilijnll'aiita^ 
In hb nnriona "JbMV on WIU Hnnwiir, nnd llidbnh^’' oalla It 
* a daeifplion of Vnt:” bntl do ant sen boir It oonid bo 
onitalled, ailhant tamliis ontaonw good ehenniataneo ordberinii- 
natbn. Aa it b not snienlhr kaom^ and anr perb^M dbpaao 
aomo to rand amnona, Onni wfileh th» nun icodro nnl adnalim 
wbita boklnir on^ hr cnteilatanKnt, 1 abafi ban anifloin It 
^lIutflntCamatbataanMd |iicadiar)H nm be damanded, wbat 
tfaefhinff wo meafc oTb! Or what tbb heetbnaDcaa (ercA', aa be 
ealb II bebrel doth inqioit! TVi wbhb qnealbna I nkhl aa 
PenioeiilnadMtohini that aaked the deffnitho oTa nmn, • 11a that 
wUeb we all aee and know.’ Aaiy one bolter appirbi^ what H la 
hj acnnalnlaaee than 1 can Inibna bln hj deaeripHnn. It b. 
Indeed, a tUag ao fonatile and nnlliibnn, appeariitp b ao naun 
ahapea,aoinaiqrpoatniai,ao maqj iCBiha.aofariona^appiehended 
by aerenl ayca aiu jndpient^ thatItneeBelb no leaa Iwm to aelib 
a rbar and entain noma theiedl lhBn.to nake a porfnil of Pn- 
tma, ortodelinelliefiSaraortheOeelliqralr. Somellnwa It Ifelb in 
pal allnaion to a known atoqr. or in aeaeonabb mBeallon of a 
frltbl aajlttb aria rerpbn; on apposlle tab; aomefbiea it pbcrlb 
inwatda and iifanaei, taking adtaaltqtefioni the ambijpiltjrortiirir 
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collections, ‘ siiv- the . desire of ' angmentiug them 

grom 'Strofiger in proportion. 'to the advance, hi 

acqhiritipn-^ ab motion is accelerated by the con- , 

tionancft of the impetm, 'Besides, sir (looking at 

Mr. Wilkes vdth.a-pladd but signifijwt sniue), 

a may Collect sermons irith intention, of 

making , himself better by them. I hope Mr. 

Beanclerk intended, that some time .or other that 

sbonld be thecase iri& him." ' 

Mr. Wilkes ssid 'to me, lond enong^ for Dr. 

« ■ ■ * 
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Johnson to hep, ** Dr. Johnson should make'me 
a'presoit of lus 'Lives of. the Poets,*'as I am .a 
mr patriot^ whp -cannot aflhrd to bnv them.” 
Johnson seemed to take no notice of rais hint; 

■ . hot in-p little whiles he adled to IMtr. Dilly, “Pray, 
sir, be so good as to send a set of my -Idves to 
Mr. Wilkes, vritti iny opmjdimehtB.” This wu 
acdordin^y done ; rad -Mr. Wilkes ^d Dr. John- 
son a visi^ was coniteonsly received, and At with 
him a long time. 

The company gradually dropped away. Mr. 
Dilly himsdf was called -down stain upon bnsi- 
. ness; ! left the room for some time; adien I* 
retnmed, I was stmck-with obserrina Dr. Samnel 
Johnson rad John Wilkmi^ .JBsq. merslly itond- 
UiBf for^ they; weie' reding' upon their cbuni» 
with, their he^s leaning dmost dose to each 
other, rad talking' eammy, in a kind of cimfo 
dential whisper, of the personal qaarrel betwepi 
Geoi^ the Second and the King of Prnssis, 

■ Such a scene of perfectiv easy soculi^ between 
two such opponents in the war of political con- 
troversy, as mat which I now behdd, would have 
been an excdlent snbiect for a pictars. It pro- 

* sented to my mind me happy days which' are 
foretold in Scriptnr^ when the lion shall lie down 
with the kid*. 

After this day there was another pretty long 
interval, dnring which Dr. Johnson and 1 did not 
meek When I mentioned it to him with regret 
he was pleased to say, “Then, air, let ns live 
douUe.” 

About this time it was inndi the ftshion for 
several ladies to have evening assemblies^ where 

■ Wbn I nentioBsd tbb to flw BUop oT Xnidoa^ * Wllb Ao 
cMl.''HldUiLof<tohto 8ndhlMnrim,«MfhoamglHr|MSto- 
nm aad plMMutoof Wnfcto^ ud ladi toaMaWnodanoMw 

o(thoBiihop,flwtwlMnfbw^a^*ff<!*^*mr.]«b^ wbeicl 
■ba WH^ diQ wm nwlimfo ^gneaUft 
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flie ftir sex. mi^t participate io oonveEBatioii tridi 
literary and ingeniona men, animated by a dmre 
to please. These sodeties vein denominated - jB/hs 
StodA^ CMtSt die origin of vhich tide bei^ 
lit^ knpvn, it ma^ be worth while to relate-it 
One of themost endnent membete of thosesocie- 
ties, when they first .commencedi was Mr. Stil- ' 
lin^eet*, whose dren was remarkably ' graven 
am in particiilar. it obsarved,.that he wore 

bine stockings. Sndi was die excdlenoe of his 
converaation that his absence was felt as so great 
a loss 'that it used to be said, **We can do 
nothing without the.Use dodcmnf' and diiis by 
degrees die tide was established. Bliss Hannan 
More has admirably described a Bhu AiEoekaigr 
CbAt in her **Ba$ a poem in which many 
of the pmons who were most conspicnous there 
are mentioned. 

Johnson was prevailed with to come sometimes 
into these ddsle^ and did not think himsdf too 

S Lve even fiir die Ihdy Mibs Monckton fnow 
nntess of Gorke)^ who used to have the meat 
hU ^ihte at the house of her modier. Lady Gal- 
way. Her vivadty enchanted the Sage^ and diey 
nsM to -talk together with all imagmable ease. 
A nngnlar inatance happened one evoiuig^ when 
she insisted that some of Staraei^ writings.were 
▼enr pathetick. Johnson blnndy denied it **I 
am sore (said she) they have afiected iM .” — ^"TThy 
(md Johnson, smiling and rolling himsdf abont]^ 
that is, becsmse, deareat yon're a dunce.” When 
she some time afterward mentioned this to ham, 
he said with eqoal troto and politeness, "Bladam, 
if 1 had diooght ao^ I certaiidy dionld not have' 
sud it” 

.Another eraning Johnson's kind indnlgenoe 
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toVrards me bad a pretty difficdlt trial.' 1 baH 
dfned at.Ae'Dnkf of Mont^e^ -aritb ‘a vety 
agr^ble party, ^d bia Graces acooMiog to bn- 
mud 'cn'atom, liaid circ.ii]ated the botne t&j 
freely.' 'Lord'Grabam aod I went together -to 
Miaa llfonckton'a^ where I certaidy was in eztFa> 
didini^ apiritB^ .and-abore dl iear or awe. . ' In 
the midst of a 'great number of persons of the 
first'rank, amonastwhom*!* recollect' -with contu- 
sidn, a noUe la^ of the most'statdy ‘decomm, I 
plac^* mysdf neat' to Johnson, and -thinlcing 
myself noW ftilly his- match, tdked to; him in a 
lond 'and boisterous' manner, deairons'to let -die 
compmy ‘know how I could contend with 
1 paiticnlarly. remember- pressing him upon. the' 
value of ‘the pleasnrea-of the imagination; :and as 
an illmtration of my argument asking' him, 

" What^ sir, supposing I were to frncy Uiat toe 
—— (naming'toe most diarming Duchess in nis 
M^j'esty’s doniiniom) were in love with' me^ 
should I not be veiy happy?” My firiend with 
pinch address evaded my interro^tories; and 
kept me as-quiet as possible; but it m^ easily 
Im conceived now be must have iUt*. However; 
when a' few'days afterwards I waited upon him 

andeBfaand toi^Ta what hid b^pmed Oe noil 
oonM, by tbe idhnripy T wm ; . 

‘ TO TBB HOaonSAlLB HIM HOMCBTOMi 

Not ftat vfib (ho^ OBoanant linfraH 
I bad tho bimdnaM to dlaoi 
Not^atJ^bdovonito ^ 

It waa Bottboao alooa^^ifal^ 

And'oBdB Bie^ri wbat ooat I diaa^ 
JoBBaoSVJiiatflmrB, aad adhapnaob. 

Bat wben 1 aolertk DOt abaabU, 

Fhhb Toor biUit waa vaie abot anob 

At oaeo infoBtaiBdoB nahV, 

And bU nqr ftano waa la a UbboI 
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and made an apology, he behftved witli.tlie most 
i^endlv gratlenesa. 

• Whilel remained in London this' year, Jobhr 
son' and 1.. dined- together. at aeveral places.: 1 
recoil^ a placid. d^.at Dr. Buttei^s, who had 
now reqioved ^m Deib^' to Lo.wer Grosvenor 
Street, London ; but of his conTerntioii on* ttat 
and other occasions dnring this period, 1 .neg- 
lected to koiep any r^nlar record,.and shidl^th^iD- 
foreinlierthere Ame misce11aneonB.arti.cle8. which 
1 find in my JohuMnian notes. 

' JSis .diaorderiy hahits, when. " making provi- 
sion 'fiir the day that was paB8i.i]g over him,’* ap- 
pefu* from .the following aD.ecdote, oommnnicatra 
to me by Mr. John Nichols : — " In the ypar 1763, 
a young boo'lueller, who was an apprentice to 
Mr. Whiston, waited on him with a ant^cription 
to his VShakspeare f. and observing that the Doc- 
tor inade no entry in any book of foe snbscribei's 
nam^ ventn^ diffidently to ask, wb^er.'he 
^wonld pleue to havg foe gentleman’s address, 
"ihat it mi^t be properly inserted in the printed 
list of snoscribers . — * 1 MEL^ yrrmt no lAa ^ 
^SIsBseftften^* said Johnson, with .great abrapt- 
dm: but almost immediately recollecting him- 
ad^.added/v^ .complacently, 'Sir, I have two 
very' cogent- raarans mr not printing any. list of 
8obBcrib^ V~.one^ foat I have lost all the names, 
— ^foe ofoer, that I have tpent all foe money.*” . 


k brillhnt Una I omii 
. priha dull Fin jrrtuhnMd: 

, 1 WM k dmiy iTO BRnm, 

• AiU not ouli^ilaA, tfaODiAUakiDed. ■ 
''Thdin kt one to win ud Unc, 
lliope,MA«u. ■mi'll fcndwi 
whilk I'limdn uw poirm kbora 
' Thkthneoibrdirnnv^v^Ufe. 
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- Jobdson coaid 'not brook 'appoBiiog .to be 
’wojnted in.aigamenf; even vhen he hM'takeD 
^e .wrong rid^- to show the force and desterit^ 

his talents^ 'When, therefor^ he perceived that 
his opponent gained- gronnd,- be bad' reoonnd to 
some saddm mode of robnst sophistry.' ' Onoe 
^en I was pressiiw npon him with^yisible ad- 
vantan he'stoppe^me tfaa8>— “My dear 'Bb^ 
wdh'letfs have.no more df this; ypnIl.malEe 
nofoing of -it. Td rather have yon- wfaisUe a' 
Scotch tone.** 

■ Gar^ howew, • most be taken to distingnish 
between Johnson when he “ talked for victory,” 
and Johnson when he had.no desire bnt tb inform 
and- blnstrafe^** One Johnson's prind]^. 
talents (says^an eminent friend of his^ was 
shown in maintaining the wrong nde of an aign- 
moi^ and in a splendid perversion of the'tratii. 
— ^If yon conld contrive to have his Air* opinion' 
on a subject^ and without any bias from personal 
pitgodice^ or fnm a wish to be victorions in 
aignment^ it was wisdom itself not only conviho- 
in& bnt overpowering.” 

He bad, howeveTji, all his life babitoated him- 
sdf'to consider conversation as a trial of intellect 
tnal vigour and skill; and to tbis^ 1-think, we 
may venture to ascribe that nnezampled richness 
and brilliancy which appeared in his own. As a 
proof at once of bis eagOTesB for colloquial dis- 
tinction, and bis high notion of this eminent fifiend, 
he once addressed him tbns: ■ , we now 

have been several home bmfher;^ and yon have 
said bnt one thing for which I ended yon.” 

He disliked mnch all roecnlatiye desponding . 
considerations^ which tonaed to disoonnm men 
from diligence and exertion. He was in mis like 

* [no life m|bf lion. WDIhmOamidlluiiiltaih M.] 
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Dr. <Sha«, the great traveller, who, 1^. Daines 
Barrington told nie^ need to eay, “1 hate a d» Aeiio 
man:” Upon being asked by a friend what he 
dipald think of a man who was aptto say im’eaf 
fafifi,^“That he's a stopid ftllow, sir (answe^ 
Johnsbn): \7hat would, these fonfi men be doing 
the whue?^ When I, in a lowspirited fit, was 
talking to him wito indiftoence of the parsnits 
which genonslly engage ns in a conrse of 'action; 
and inquiring a iauon fat taking so muc^ trouble; 
“ Sir (said be^ in an animated tone)^ it is driving 
on the system of life.” 

* He told' me that he was gl^ that I had, by 
General Od^orp^s means, become acquainted 
witii' Dr.- Shebbeare.' ' Indeed that mtieman, - 
whatever oinectiona were* made to him, had know- 
ledge and abilities much above the dass of ordi- 
nary writen, and deserves to be remembored as 
a respectable name in literature^ were itonlv fer 
his admirable f Letters, on the Engli^ Nation,” 
under the name of ** fiattida Angdon^ a Jesuit” 

Johnson and Sfaebbeare” were n^nen^ namM 
toeether, as having in former reigns hadiio pre* 
duection for the fimiW of Hanover, l^e authonr 
of the cdebrated " Heroick Epistle to Sir Wil- 
liam Chambers” introduces them in one lin^ in 
' a-list ^ toose " who tasted the sheets of bis pre- 
smt BC^es^ req^.” Such was Johnson's, can- 
did rdish ci tiie merit of that satire^ that 'he 
allowed Dr. Goldsmith, as lie told me^ to read it 
to him from beginning to end, and did not refiise 
bis praise to its execution. 

. Goldsmith could sometimes take adi^tnrons 
liberties wifh.faim, and escwe nnpnnished. Beau-^ 
cleric* tdd me that wbcin Goldsmith talked of-a 
progact to'teving a third Theatre in London 
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solely for the exhibition of new plays, in order to 
ddiver anthoors from the snpposed tyranny, of 
managers, Johnson treated it slightingly,' upon 
which. Goldsmith said, **Ay, ay, .this may be no- 
thing to yon, who can now shelter yonrself behind 
comer of a pension f and Johnson bore .this 
with good* h'nmonr. 

Johnson praised the Earl of Carlisle's Poems, 
which his lordship had pnblished .with bis name^ 
as not disdaining to be a candidate for literary 
fome. My friend was of opinion, .that whdn.a 
man of rank appeared in that character, he.de- 
served to have nis merit handsomely-' allowed ^ 
In-tbis I think he was more liberal than Mr. Wil- 
' liam Whitehead, in his ** Elogy to Lord yilliera,” 
in which under the pretext Of " snperior toils, de- 


rand of hnlqr • lanl daliii to tin appiDMioii of 
writan, boSm UN vwitiira to aland Ifailb.* Dirdan, in 
to ** All fbrlmvDi'HlnM aaqiranaa Umaairt 
" Uan of ploBHnt eanfanalton (at luat aataaoMd ao) and aodnod 
irith a IriBbw Mad of pariwpa helped pat hj a aaMtlering of 
Lalla, an onbllloaa to dhungalah tbeuaelToa Omn the bold oT gen- 
tlemn I 7 thdr poolw: 



— — S 


And ia not Ihb a vntahcd aSlNtBlIon, not to be oontonleri ^th what 
Ibrtnne baa dona Ibr them, and aft down qnletljr with thenr ealalaa, 
bnt tfaer mnat call their wlla In qnoatlan, and noodlaea^ espoao 
thdrnakcdncHitoiiahlldkelow! Not noneldailiig that thm ate not 
to onpeet the aame appnbotlea ftom aober men wUoh the/ ban 
fimmrihmi thdr Sallerem after the third battle: If a little gHIIafns 
in daeoniM haapaared them on naflw wHlr men, where waa the ne- 
ceerilj or nndceiMnp the weildl Wonm a man wim bu' an ill 
Slle to an eetateb bnt 5 nt b in poatesrion oTit, would he biingil ent 
ofhbownaeeoidtobetrledatW'eBfminatert Wowtewiil^irno 
want the telentL /et ban the cnenae that wo do itibra pooranb- 
alalenrei but uniat ean bo niged in their dafenee who, not baweg 
the veealbn of pomt/ to eenbUe, oni of mere wantonnm fake 
pntaa to make tbiwirelwe lidienlaaa! Ilorane won eertabijr in the 
^1 where he arid. ■ That no man b ealbSed with Mr own roMi- 
tbn.' A poet la not pinned benanae he la not ridi; and Urn nrl i 
an direonlenled beomae the poeto will net admll them of ibar 
nnmbcr.'* 
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manding alltbsir ca^** he discoTers a jealonsy 
of t^graat paying th'eir ooort'to fbe MnSes: • 

• ■ • * 

' ■ . . -toAbodicMBnibw ' ' 

Who dan oaa^ tbiy IhilBriiv bM alBadi 
Th^ artii IlMir povan, irith honoon dm 

Enlt|-Jmt befividf what thi|j nooid.* 

Johnson had called twice on the* Bishop of Kil- 
laloe befiire bis Lordship' set ont ibr Jrelandu 
having .missed him ther*firBt time» He sai^ " It 
wonld have hnnglieavy on my heart if I had not 
'seen him. No man ever paid more attention to 
another, than he has done to me”; and I have 
n^ect^ bin^ not wilfhlly, bat ftom being other* 
wise'occnpied. Always, sir, set a high wne on 
spontaneona kindness. ' He whose indination 
prompts Urn to cdtivate yonr friendship dT his 
own aocofd will love yon more than one whom 
* yon haye been at pains to attach to yon.” 

Johnson iold m^ that he was once mnch pleased 
to find that a carpditer, who lived nter him, was 
v^ ready, to- Show him some things in his bnsi- 
ness wHiw hd'‘ wished [to see: "It was paying 
(said he) respect to literatnre.” 

1 asked Imn, if he vras not dissatisfied witii 



• "JdniiondiriltaMhimhoirtoptaee' , 

In Sdmt aiA bonmra gnMe; 

Vkom Un rn lama to mlta : 

Oonv Ui fllBir nmlllBr sMdb 
And bf tho raaibDOM ofim Sla 
aiOT.nkadd^.priaik* 

I knmriMit wholhor Johnaon am mw Ibe PoanL bnt I bad odniiM 
to Snd tbat'aa Db Bannod and ho knav oadi othar balte, thair am-' 
tnal-iapM Inanaaed. 

VOL. IV. 
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halving bo BUall « shafre of wealtbi and none of 
those in the Btate ixdiieh. dre the ob- 

je$dB of ambition. He Imd only a pmsion-of three 
hundred a year. .Why was he. .not in sin^ dr- 
cnmstanfcesna to keep -hu eoadi? Why:had he 
not some co'n'siddkble. oificib? ' .JodN'bbv. “Sir, 

1 ^ve.never complained of.'the.woild; nor do 1 
ttink that 1 have reaaon-to conqplaln. Ibis rather 
to ibe; wondered at that 1. hare so much.. My 
pmsibn is more ont of the.nanal conrse'of things 
' than any instance that I.have, known. 'Her^ sir, 
was a man avowedly no friend to Government at 
the time, who Mt a pension without asking for it. 

I never cbnrted the great; the^ent for me; ^nt 
L thinkdh^ now gite me im. »ey are satisfied; 
they have seen enong^fa of me.” Upon my ob- 
serving that I -could not bdieve this, for tb^ * 
must certainly be 'hjahly. pleased by his conversa- 
tion; consdons of his own superiority, 'he .an- 
swer, “No, sir; grmt Jliords and gnsd Ladies 
don't love to have their months stopped,” This 
was very expressive of the efito which tiie force 
of his understanding 'and brilliancv of his foncy 
could not but mrodnce; and, to be snr^ they 
must have found themselves strangely diminished 
in his company. When I WBnnl]r declared how 
happy I- was at all times’to hear him*;— ^*Yes^*sir 
(8uu.he);;bnt if, yon wbfe Lord 'ChanceDor, it 
would not be so: you would then consider your 
own dignity.” 

There Was mndi truth and knowledgn of 'hu- 
man nature in thi^ remark. But 'certainly one 
should tiiink that, in whatever elevated state of 
life a man who Jatew the value of the conversation 
of Johnson might be placed, thodah be mj^t pru- 
dently avdd a situation in which he might appear 
■ lessened by comparison; yd he would frequently 
gratify himself in private with the participation of 
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liiefijichiHitellaAiial imte{tfLmmqpt^ich.Jj[ihiisoii . 
could fonddi. -.Stniiig^-MwilBaPQr, isil^ito-jQonsi- 
der;liow^bw:of. tbe gceat O0ja^t.bi8 society; eo 
that i£ one .’irere.dispoaed do .take •ocpasion.mr sa- 
tire on diat account^ very' conspicnons objects 
present Aemadves. JQu xtohilp-mend. Lord Eli- 
bank, vdlobsenred, Aot tfa great man^procnred 
an inteniew Trith Johnson, and not Trish to 
see him mort^ it shbwed 'a injm idle 'cniioSityj 
and' A'vretched want of reluh for -extraordi- 
n^ powm of mind. - Mrs. '^rale'jnMy and 
wiml^ accounted fortrach conduct ;by Aiyingj 
that'Johnsonb conrersadon ‘was by* much' tod 
strong for a person accustomed to ob^nionbnete 
and natterj.; it' was mmtard m a yomg 
«otffA7 ■■ 

One day, when I told him that I was'a xealohs 
Tory, bpt nqt enoi^li “ accqrdingdp. l;pQwlq^* 
and should be, obli^. to .|iim for "p,reafKi|i, ,iie 
™..ap .capdid, M hiipself sp 

that LbeSjS^, of blPitto. regnat ,wbat;hp,k{A^Bid, 
and 1 .wrote .d«fP eB^Wpws.: 

Or^^rOBT AND (W^O; 

■ . “ A wise .To^tpnd. a wise Whig, ,Id>^inv!^ WlU 
Agree. • Xhar.pireciples are the sam^ t)fpn^ their 
nodes (Of .are .diflerpint .A .lugP' ^ory 

makes' government nnintellinble : it is -lost in the 
fdopds. ■.A.yiolen.tWhig-.mWPsJt-inipri^Cjpble: 
heisfor^owiogeo.mnch:Ubeity» tdieYmy^ man; 
Ihst ‘tbere’.'is. not power enoagh-fo''goveni i^ny 
man. Tnie pi^ndire of the Tory is fw ettabl^r 
mentt'fhe'prefadiceiOf the-Whig isiforJnnoW- . 
don*. A'Tory.dods not' wjsh .to^give morb.rref 
power (to iGovernment; >bnt-.thBt lOpyeiftimebt 
sho'illd'-have more reverence, -^en-.tliey •differ 
as to the ChnrCh. . The Tory i8.;pot..for*;giV}ng 

as 
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more iMal power to the Glem, bat'-wisheB they, 
shoidd OBve a ooi^denble inflnedceb ibQnde4 m 
ihe'opioitoD of iiiahldnd!i' die' Wh^ is 'for limitiD^ 
and watchiuig'tliem with a niurrow jeakruey.* 


" TO hB. PBBKIN8. 


".Howbvbr often 1 have seen yon,' I have jhi- 
didrto foigotten fbe nofe^ bnt I haveoow'amitit; 
with my good wuhea ior foe preqpen^ of yon 
and ybnr.]Mrtner\ of whom,4rom onr ahort con- 
'venation, i ‘could not* judge ofoerwiae foan fo- 
yonnUy. I am, bib, 

"Yourmoathombleaervan^ . 

“ SaU. JOBBBON.* 


• I 


* * • 
Otf SatnrdBy,'^mie I aet ont for.Soofopid, 
hnd h'ad'promiaed to’pay a viait in my wayi aa I 
aomethnea did, at* Sont^I, in Bedfordalure^ '«t 
the hoapitiible manahm ^ Sqaire Dilly, foe dder 
brofoer of my worfoy 'fiiend% foe bookadlera fo 
foe Ponltiy. Dr. Johnson agiqed to be of foe 
party thia year, with Mr. Charles Dilly and m^ 
and togoara aeeLordBnteTaaeBtatLntonHoe.. 
He ta]ked.litlleto na in foe-caniam beiiw dnefly 
occnpned in reading Dr. WataonV second vdnme 
of "^emical Eaaaya,” which be liked veiy wdl; 



r NawBUnporiibniddliaiNtf fbBjPMrailBUqnUlaIn ttb 
Hb jMrifa Imi tnlttn trnb mm^ aauto ilnw fba 
mc Mhto of i— Brf wr tw af Mibo|ifc Ha bnlnainnfd 

HI ttatha bn baniM all Cbaddoal'papan. Tba afeada af aor 
aewaandladoae wiyaM a^iaiiefatewaBd 
lavallan, wonia bata laaa wfiat i ed fba apjipiHhHi aTaana ef bla 
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rad hia.owQ * .Pnnra of Abjniii^? ob vbicb he 
seemed to be inteiu^y fixed: httnogtoldiis, that 
he had not looked atitrinra it was mrt pabliehed. 
I happen^ to lake' it oat of .my jmcket this day, 
'rad he eased apon it avidity. He pointra 
out to me the fiillooing remaximble passege: 
“ By what means Tsaid the prince) are tfae -Earor 
peans tiras poweEtbl; or wny, since tbqrcan.so 
easily visit -Aria and Afidlcafor trade or conquest^ 
cannot die Aaiaticka and Afiricana invade their 
coasts, plant colomea* *in their ports, and gjive 
lawS'td- thtir natural princes?' The- sanro wind 
ti^t carried them back would bring na thither.”-— 
" They are more powerfid, sir, than w^ans wered 
Indara), becanae they axe wiser. &iowledge 
wm always predominate over ignoxameeb-as'ihao 
'govetiia the other animalB. Bqt why thar know- 
bdge is more l^n onrs I know not whiit reason 
can be given, bnt the nosearchdUe will of the 
Supreme BeiiiE,”. He saul,..“^]niia^ sir, no ouio' 
cad explaia otherwise.” . 

' We'atoppM at Welwin, Where I wished qudch 
tQ se^ in company with 'JCohnsqn, the residence 
of the authoqr of **.Ni|^t Thoughts^” whioli.vm' 
then possessed, by his so^ Mr. YomigiL' .Here 
some address.'was requisite fiir. I was, not, aor 

f uainted with Mr. Young, arid had I pipposed to 
)r. Johnaon that we should send to him, he 
would have chedred my wish, and perhaps, bec^ 
oflhnded. I therefore concerted with Mr. i)illy,. 
^t 1 diould steal -away finim Dr. Johnson and 
him, rad try what recepnon 1 could procure ^m 
Mr. Young;;. if nn&vonrable^ nothing was tp be 
said; bnt.if aoreeable^ Ishonld return and nodty 
it to them. lluMten^ to Mr. Yonn^ found he 
was at home^ sent in word<that a.gentleman'do* 
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sired t6 ^it ofMii Uaj-aiid- v^as sfioivn into a par- 
lonr^ wbi^'lnT'and'd* "fStiSg lliid;f, his ‘dan^ter; 
wnre ntting. HO'i^piBarea to oe' a plsita',- 
ciOnnt^'g^nltleUiaU'; and vhm I j^rdbo' 
for prttOnSiig'tb MfnbTe hifo^ btft mat I ynshad 
nlucb tff b 66 nia-plaoie^ if hOTrofild'* give'CnO ImfO; 
■be bi^^ed fiBl7^0oarl!e!0n8l7;-aiid'aiftw^ared, **‘By 
all lAeataSisir: tre'ararj&st gMingto drifik'tiea; 
vHll Von ait dotraP i.timiued Inm, biit.Md4 
that jjlr. JobdaUD bad cOfnO witif me from Lon- 
don, 1 finttt' ieMm to fba iun tv driflik tea 
adtb'btttlrf tbaf 'my naflre traU'BdSwdl,'! bad tttf- 
Tellad tti&'biAf itir the Hebirides.- ' " SirVaafd ba}; 
I efadtdd tbhik it a great hooeut to-see Dr. Johd* 
aon A&is. Will yolb allow me to send for hiai^ 
Atailibgr jn^yaelf Of ihis'dpbttiria, l aaid that "1 
' -vtOnld -gb' niyaeff and braiiq^ bimr wbifti bo .had 
dkiiak tesf ho kaow notfaing of my eallinghinre.* 
J^ribg beoii fhae ecRAsetafid, I hastened back to 
the iflfl, OYid' iflfortned Dr. Jofinson that ** Mr. 
Tonng^ son of Dr. YonoK the aotbooT iff * Niglit 
Yhod^ts,' whoitt 1 had just fe6^-'deiiretf to bave 
the iMfn'Onr d^ aeeili|r him at the honse tfhere his 
ftther lirodir. DiE';16faiftotf;ih<ddly-iflado no id- 
btrtt'ibhi ihvitation -Hfid arisen,- bnt agreed 
• to g^ and trlieir tie entered Mr; Tonnu^e parionr, 
be -addteaned ‘hidi'nitb.a teiy pOlite bow, ■* Sir, 
1 had a enridsity to eotne'aBd sm this placa- I 
bad the henonr to know tibiat great man, your'fo- 
therj^ ■ We woitiEfto thegarded, ishere werfotad 
agratel 'Wslk, On 'each Mdoof Which was a roW 
oT frees {dabted by Dr. Yoofif^ whieb fortned- a 
handsOlne Gofoic aNh; Dr. Johnson Odled it a 
fitiejrote.-.- I bebddjt With teteranoa. • 

We sat some time m thesammer hpnS^ on the 
outside wall of which was iDBcriB^.**AsiJtf' 
/mieg m iorio mufiafiaat tmsem Deif* and in re^ 
ranee to a brook by which it is situated, “ F»* 
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I sud tb 

.Mr. .Yoang^ that *1 Jbad beeo told fau fiiiher ‘Wbb 
■G hecHrM. . **Sir fsaid he^ he iraa too wellbr^a 
rnaoL notio ^ oieeiftd'ui compaDy ; bat he was* 
•^Qomy whm alone. J9e never was cheerfal 
■a^.my mothco^ death, and he had diet .with 
many duappamtmratB.* Dr. Johnson observed 
to me afterwards, *'* 1!^ tins was no fiivoarable 
aocoont J 9 f Ihr.. Yonin; fiir it is not beodhiing.in 
a man to have so litl|e ecqoiesoence in.tbe w^ 
of j^Rwidenoe^ as to be noomy becansehe has. 
not obtained as mnch prmennent ashe ejected;, 
nor to'oratinne ^oomy fi>r die loss' of- ms'wiie. 
Grief has its time.” The last part' of this censhie 
was theoreticBlly made. Practioally, we know 
that nief finr the loss of a wife may be condnned 
veiy Imia in proportion as affacthm has been on- 
cere. no man knew thu better than Dr. John- 
son. 

We.went into the chnrdi, and |qoked at the 
monoment erected by Mr. Yonnig’to liis.fefhef. 
Mr. Tonng mentioned an anecdo^ diat his fe- 
ther. had received several thoasaro pbnndg of 
snhsciiption money fer his “Universal Passion^” 
bnt baa lost it in the Soitth Sea*. Dr- Johnson 
thon^ this most be amistake; fer he had paver 
seen a anbsoiiption book. 

. I^on die road we-talked of die nncertainty of 
prom with which anthonrs and booksdlers en- 
gage in the publication of literary works. John- 
son. ** My jndgment'I have fennd is no certain 
rnleaatothesiueofabook.'’ ^oswbll. ‘fpray, 
sir, l^ve yoa beep mnch plogned widi anthonn 
sending^ yon their works to revise 7* Johnson. 

“ sir; I have been tbonght a soar sniiy fd- 
• ■ 

*piifa ii i efto fa^iMrovcdlBr»coinpMiioaofdBiM. TheSiit 
fhar ndm of Yimiic wno ittBOilied in ITSSl Hm Soofli Sen 
■cSoBieCirbfebniipsantohnnicuOvHinlTSa SL] 
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low.” Boswsbul. '‘.Very lucky ibr you,' Bir^T-in 
that leape^” -I inuBt however observe tba^ DOt> 
witbstatodin^ •what he -now Bsid,' which .he-^po . 
•doubt imagined .at the time to be the .ftct; Um 
■wai^ perfaiqpBy no man who more fregaeDily.yield- 
.ed to the solicitations even.of -veiy obscnrh aa> 
'thours to,reBd their maniucriptB^ or more Uberally 
assisted them with advice and correction.'- ' 

! ' Helbund himself very happy at Squire J>iIIy*s^ 
■where there is always abnodance of excellent me 
•aud 'hearty, welcome. 

On Sundav,- June 8, vfe all went to Southill 
.church, which is very near to Mr. Dilly’s -house. 

' -It being the first Sunday of the month,* the holy 
sacrament was administered, and 1- staid to mr- 
take of it "When I'came afterwards into.Pr. 
Johnson's room, he said, ** Yon did right to'stay 
and receive the communion; I had not thought 
of it” This seemed to imply that he did-not 
choose to approach the alter without a previous 
preimration, as to which good men.entertaiu dif- 
-leredt opmions ; some holding that it is irreverent 
to partake of that ordinimce without considerable 
premeditation; others, that whoever is a sincere 
Christian, and. in a proper firame of >mmd to dis- 
ebaige any other rkual duty of onrreligioo, may, 
without scruple^ discbaijge this mpst solemn ona 
A middle notion 1 bdfieve to .be the just one^ 
which '.is, that oomnraoicante need not tiiink a 
long *trBin.of prepmtoiy forms indispensably ne- 
cessary;- but ndtiier should they radily-aDd 
lightiy venture upon so awfid and mysterions an 
iiistilntion.. Gbiutians must judge each fin- hini- 
wlf, what degree of retirement and selfexamina- 
tion is necessary upon each occasion. 

Being in a ftrae of mmd which I hope^ for the 
felicity of human natnra many expenenca-'—iD 
fine weather,^ — at the country house of a firiend. 
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I — consoled and derated bjT pioda -exercises^--*! 
expressed -mradf with an nnrestrained ferrour'to 
my **6nid^ Philosopher, and Friend:*' “My dear 
sir, 1 ONonld fiin.be a good man; and I-am .rery 
■ good .now. I fear Goo, and honour the King; 1 
.wisb to do no ill, and to be benevolent in .-all 
mankind.” He looked at me with .a benignant 
indnlgence ; but took 'occasion to ^ve me wise 
and. salutary -caution. “Do nol^ .sir, ucnstom 
yonrsdf to trust to cnprsMtoM. ' There is a mid- 
dle .state* of mind between conviction -and hypo- 
crisy, of whi<:h many are conscious. By trustuig 
to mipressiona a man may gradually ooine to 
'-yield.to them, and at length be snlgect to them, 
so as not to be a free agents or what is the same 
ithing in eflbct, to that he is not a free 

-agent A man who u in that state diould not 
be snflered .to live: if he dedares he cannot hdp 
actinff in a particniar. way, uid is irrasistibly im- 
p^ed,. there can be no confidence in.him no 
miore than in a tigw. Bnt^ dr, no fean believes 
faimsdf to be impelled inesistibly : we know that 
he who says' he odieves it lies. . nvonrable im- 
pressions at particniar moments, as to the state 
of onr.sonla^ may be decdtfnl and dangerons. In 
graenl no man can be sore of his acc^tance 
with GoD;.Bom^ indeed, may have'it revealed 
to them. . 8t' Fanl, who wrong^ miradea, may 
have had-a.'mirade wrought on himself, and 
may have obtained sapemataral aasnrance of 
pardon, and mercy, and heatitnde; yet St .Paul, 
though he eatresses strong hope^ also exnreBaea 
raw lest, having preached to others^ he nimadf 
ahonld be a castaway.” . 

l%e opinion of -a learned Bishop of our ao- 
qudntance^.as to^there bdng merit in religions 
^tfi, heing. mentioned ;-<J obnson. “Why 'yea, 
dr, tile most licentious man, were hdl open be- 
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ibio him, woold' not take the most beandfol 
slrampet to bis arms. We mus^ as the Apostle 
says^ uve bj ftitb, not.by sight” . 

1 talked to him of origmaTain S 'in consequence 
of the &11 of man, and m the atonement mMe by 
onr Safiour.. After some conversation, .whicn 
he desired me-to remember, he^ at my request 
dictated to me as follows: 

"With respect to ordinal sin, ftie inqniiy is 
not necessary; for whatever is the cause of hu- 
man. cormpnon, men are evidenfty and confess- 
edly so corrupt that all the laws of heaven and 
earth are insnmdent to restrain them finom crimes. 

" Whatever difficulty there may be in the con- 
cm^on of vicarious pnnialunentsb it is an cnniuon 
which haa had possession of mankmd in all ages. 
There is np nanon that' haa not used the practice 
of aacrifices. Whoever, therefore^ denies tim 
propriety' of .vicarious pnnishmbiita holds an ojn- 
nion which the sentiments and practice of man- 
kind have contradicted from the bpgmning of the 
world. The great sacrifice for the sins w man- 
kind was owed at the death of the Messiah, 
who is called in Scripture^ * The Lamb of Gon^ 
that tsketh away the sins of the world.* To 
jndg^ of foe reasonableness of foe scheme of re- 
demption, it must be conridered as necessary to 
foe government of foe -universe that God should 
make known his perpetnal and irreconcilable 


* Db Oriao, In Ml Mooad Mnoon * Qa Oo AifMai oroa Ctafi- 
liu FUaT^tfa adnrinHa aantaaeM thia addnaaaa tha n w aaBia 
eflliBt doalibMbvbidi aaaoaatt Ibr fha aanUnlanb ala,aiidialaaCT 
wUeh m Snd in Ibla lUb: **11 maU bo aavara in Oon, jan t Unk, 
to Asnii na to anoh a anditatona tbbibrtfaooBhnoooroar Smt 

^''*^** rtbai^aaan!ad%^^^ 

ir jonr oondidon bo nnbappj, fa il f®* *5 

tbooeeaaioal irilhtboanniTBllonoftbiaiolloolfaii,ttaitifitwHaa 
nod oa it waa at Siat dwsned, fben aaann to bo aonMwhat tbo 
Im icaaon to look Ibr Ha anoadnenb'* 
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detestation ' of mond- He might .indeed 
punish,' add. pnnish only the offenders; but as 
Ae end of punishment is not revenge of crimesk 
Vntmpagation of virtde^ it uras more becoming 
the Dinne clemency to find another manner of 
proceeding, less destmctive to man, and at -least 
eqnally powerful to promote goodness. The end 
or punishment is to -feclaim and warn. TAai 
punishment wfll both redaim and warn which 
shows evidently sudi abhorrence of rin in Goot 
as may deter us from it or strike us with dread 
of.vengeanoe when we have committed it . Tins 
is diected by -vicarious punidiment- Nothii^ 
could mote testify the opposition between the 
nature of God and moral or more anmiy die- 

iday his justice to men and ansds, to all orders 
and suecessiona of beann than that it uras neces^ 
aaiy -for the hipest and purest nature, even for 
DiyiHiTT itself, to pacify foe demahds of venge- 
ance bjr a psii^ deafo;*of whicb foe natural 
effect will b^ that when justice is appeased foere 
is a proper place for foe e^rdse cn mercy; and ' 
that jtam propitiation dmll supply, in some de- 
gr^' foe imperfections of oor oibMience and foe 
ineffimcy of our repentance: for, obedience and 
repentance such as we can perform, are still ne- 
cessary. Our Saviour has fold us that he did 
not come to destroy foe law but to fulfil: tofnlffl 
. foefydcal law,, by the performance of whatfoose 
types had finediown ; and foe moral law, by pre- 
cept of greater purify and hq^er eaqdtation.^ 
[Here ne said, " Goo bless yon with it* I ac- 
knowledged myself much obliged to him; but 1 
begged tnathe.-woaldgo on as to foe propitiation 
bemg foe cbitf oigect of our most ;htdy fkifo.— 
He then dictated tins one ofoer paragraph.] 

**The peculiar doctrine of Christiamfy u that 
of a nniveiaal sacrifice and perpetual propitiation. 
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Other prophets only prodaibied.the trill and the 
thraateuiun of God. GsHiar satisfied his jus- 
tice. . ■ 

.The Beverend Mr. Palmer*, Fellow of Queen’s 
‘College^ .-Gamhridg^ dined with ns. , He ' ea- 
pressra a wish thata.better’prorisionwere'made 
ibr parish darks. Jobeboit. " Yes, sir, a parish 
derk should be a man who is able to make a will 
or'write a -letter tor-any body in (be parish.” 

■I mtationed Lord Monboddo’s notion* that 
the andent JBgyiitiana^ witii all tiieir learaiqg.aDd 
all, their arts^ were pot only black bnt wo^«. 
haired. Mr.- Pulmer asked how did it ^pesr 
upon ezamini^ the mnmmies? Dr. -Johnson 
approFed of this test 

. Although, upon most occanons 1 never beard's 
more strennons advocate for the advantam df 
wealth than Dr«- Johnson, he this day, I know 
not Anm what capric^ took the other side. “ I. 
have not observed (said he) that men of vary huge 


* TUS mMimto ponoiL whoM ihll i 
ndman anarwiieairairt to Doodao^ In I 
an nlnwer to • ooHg i «f<fc« V<bn wbo onU tben M oltn i IB»- 
ftrfifnr. ftom a aoUoa taat tkqr dbdaaffv^ wnaUp oaa Ood, bo- 
Inilaaa dooUbw ortba ^MiTT. Itaipdo 

aba tte VU^ of iho Oodhud: tho ' 
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fortimet etyoyRoy thhigBSctraordinaTythat makes 
happiness. Wliat has-tiie Puke -of- Bedford? 
What has the Bake of Bevonshire? The only 
great instance that 1 hora erer known of the en- 
joyment of wealth was d»t of Jamaica Bawkins^ 
arb^ going to Wait Palmyra, and hearing that the 
way was infested by robbery hired a troop of 
Tnrkish horse to enard him." 

Br. GibbonOi tne.Bissenting Minister, bane 
mentioned, he said, "i took to Br. Gibbons. 
And addressing himself to Mr. Charies Billy,’ 
added, I shall be glad to see him. ^ Tell him if 
hell call on me^ and dawdje over a dish of tea in 
an afternoon, 1 shall take it kind." 

The Reverend Mr. Smith, Vicar of Sontliill, a 
Tcey respectable man with a very agreeable fa- 
mily, sent an invitation to ns to drink tea. I 
remarked Br. Johosoo's ve^ respectfhl polite- 
ness.. Thoj^ always fond of chaniE^ug the scene, 
he sud, ** m most hove Mr. Billyh Inve. We 
cannot go from yonr honse^ sir, without yonr per* 
mimon? We all went^ and were well satisfied 
vridi onr visit I however remember nothing par- 
ticnlar, exccjpt a nice dntinction which Br. John- 
' son m^o with reroect to the power of memoiy, 
maintaining that forgetfnlness was a man’s own 
fonlt^ ** iRi remembo' and to recollect (said he) 
are difierent things. Aman has nottbepowerto 
recoli^^ what is -not in his mind; but when-a 
thijw is in his mind he may remember it" 
The-remaik was -occanoned by my leaning 
hack on a chair, which a little before I had per-* 
ceived.to be broken, and plauliog foigetfolnese as 
an ezcnse. ■* Sir .(said he) its being broken was 
certainly in yonr mind." 

..When I obs^ed foat a honsebreaker was in 
gjmeral.very timovons^-^osNSOV. “-No wonder,, 
sir; he is afraid of boi^-riiot getting wto a houses 
or hanged when he has-got ovf of it.” 
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He told nerfbat bebadidione day 'mittea^ 
abeetS'Of B'itraD8latioii*firomithe french; laddinft 
** 1. ehonld be fflad .to -see.it -now. TUsh fhait^ 
had 'Copies of -.tall tiie pampblets.^tten agumd 
me^ as it'isisaid Pope had. 'Ebid.I knonn wati, 
shonldanaketso muchdioiBe in tbe-vorldi I shpnld ' 
have ibeen at pains- io .collect .them. I-beliOTe 
fhere is hardly a day.in iwhichifhere is.noteome* 
thiiigafaeoat* me in itoenewspapeni:” ' 

lOn Monday Jane d, xre ul stent to Lnton JBloo 
toAee Lord Sate'e magnifi^tseati-ibr which J 
hBd:bbtBined. a ticket As -we .entered tfaeipaik 
l-tidked in a hi^ style . of myidd iiriendship- i^tfa 
Lord MonntBtui^ aid saich “1 shall ^probably 
be mnch 'St this- place.* ^e Sage, aware of 
bnman vidssitndes, gently obecked.me: "Pont 
yon.be too anreiofthat** iHeimadeitwoior three 
pMoliar observations*; aS'When shown the tb^ 
nicargarden, "'Is notisneiy garden ;a botaniw 
garden-?* 'When.tdd 'IbatifaeEa was shroblw 
to -.the extentiof several nniles : “ That is making 
a very :fooliBh 'ose oftiie gronnd;; ta/littte.of itiis' 
very -weH.** MIhen .-it <wb 8 iproposed timt ere 
shonld'walk'on the:pleasoregronnd.; “■Don'tilet 
ns Aitigne oandves. iWbysbonld we walkihere? 
Here*8 A:fine tiee^ ledaget to the top ofiit” .iBnt 
npon.the whole.heiwaS'very mnchipleosed. iHc 
said, “Jnis is-oneiofthe/^acM J.donot regret 
having come to see. .It.-isiB very.8tatdy*plac^ 
inded ; .in 'thefbonse.'inagnifiGence .is not sacri- 
ficed .to convenienceb.nwrconveniencerto magnifi- 
cence. Tliedibraiy. is very-splendid:; thodii^ity 
of the -rooms is-very-greah; and the onantity'm 
pictnres istbeyond expectation, -Jbeyond hope.”- * 

It happened withont anyjprevions concert that 
we visited .the seat of Lordf date upon the King^s 
birthday; we dined and drank his HiiJestyB 
health at an inn. in. the .village of Latou. 

In the evening I put him m mind of his promise 
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lo‘1iiTonr>me.wilb a-copyof liis-cdebriifed Letter, 
to Ae -^rl of .Chesteradd, and lie iraa at last ‘ 

S lea^'to comply wiA tbia -earnest -Teqaest, by 
ictating it io -me from bis-memoi^ ; fbr he be? 
lieved Aat he -himself had do copy. 31iere was 
an animated -g^onr in -his -conntennnce vhile he 
Ans recalled his hi^ minded indignation. 

. He langhed •faeorSly eta ludicrons action in the 
Cronvt of Session, dn -which ‘1 was counsel. The 
Society of ^joeuraian^ or -Attorneys^ entitled to 
practise dfl Ae inferionr courts -at .Edinbnigfa, 
nad. obAined a royal -charter, in which Aey-.had 
taken -care' to hare Adr andent/desqgnation ‘of 
Proeuraiofs changed -into- Aat -of iSWtcrlOf«,ifrom 
a notion,>as ■ Aey supposed, Aat it was-.more^wii- 
imd'-tbis new tide they-displayed-by a.pnb- 
lick advertisement for a Ctmma JaeeliHg at&m 
MalL 

' It has beeneaid Aat-Ae Scottish nation is not 
distingnished -for -hiimonr-; and, -indeed, whnt 
happened on -this occasion >may>in som&degree 
justify -Ae:remark; for althon^iAis aodetyioad 
ootitnved *to make Aemsdves.a Tefyiprominent 
oliject for Aesidicnle of snch-as<mi^t stoop to 
it; 'Ae only joke*to wfaiA (it-gave rise wasAe 
Allowiiw paragraph, sent to-Ae newspaper called 
“ WhB’l&ueScmtm MeraasyJ* 

V A ooneqiondent informs us that Ae Wor- 
shipM<Sodety-of'f^a?dlMii^ Ginfie^ or 
jSItafioifSfv of this city -are resolved, dn imitation, 
and enconraged by Ae-singnlar'sncceds-.of lAeir 
biUAren, of -an '.egtudfy ’reBpeetaHe Society, A 
apply for-a -Charter’Of their -PridlcgeB; paiticn- 
lany'of'Aeiedle}privilcge-of pboooriko, -in Ae 
mort' extensive sense -cn Ae-word, exclnsive-of 
Aurmen, porters, poiny ipostmen, and-oAer 
tg/sn'sirr ran^; lAeir oreAren the ri. 

S— r*r— Rs, aZfiar P — o — ^ bs, bj^ore Ae iKeERiouR 
Cdnrta of this Gity,-a]ways micqited. 
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Shonld -the 'Wonhipfiil Society be- eaccesafal, 
they are farther reaolved not to -be tp 

thereby, bnt to -demean tbemsdvea .TOtn more 
eqnammity and decency than their Rp4, learked, 
and vay modesf brethren above mentioned have 
done, upon thmr late dignificatkm and esaltar* 
tion.” 

A majority of the inembera of toe Societo pro- 
aecuted Mr. Roberteqn, the publisher of the pa> 
per, fbr- damages; and the first jndgment of the 
whole Court very wisely dismissed toe action: 
Soheniitr tint tahdte. In misiua ^bibu. -Bnta neir ' 
trial or review was ^nted upon ajpetition, ac- 
cording to toe-forms in Scotland. This petition 
1 was engaged to answer, and Dr. Johnson, with 
great alacnty, famished me this evening with 
whatfbllows: 

**A11 iiyoiy is dtoer of too person, thefiurtane^ 
or toe fime. Now it is a certain thing, it is 
proverbially known, that a Jett breaJtt no ionetl 
^ey never have gained half a crown less in the 
whole profession nnee this miMhiorous paragraph ' 
has appeared; and, as to tlieir reputation. What 
is their nmutation but an instrument of getting 
monqy? If, therefore^ thej^ have lost no money, 
toe question upon reputation may be answereci 
Iw a very old position,— Ds ndnmis non esrst 
Jrntior.' 

" Whether there wa^ or was not, an mnnnt ra- 
jvrioHdi, is not worth inquiring, if no tijuria can 
be proved. But the truth is^ thero was no aninna 
injnriandL It was only an aoimvt irriiandi*, 
which, happening to bo exercised upon n genes 
irriiabile, produced unexpected violence of re- 
sentment Their irritability arose only front an 
opinion of their own importance, nnd their delight 
in their new exaltation. What might have been 

■* Mr. Iltfbnfwn allnrS Abi word to JomJt, hr hatfiW Aniid 
In niarLaloiiv ifani In iirAwl^ is srtlonaMr. 
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bone by a Proetaraicir conid not be borne: by la 
StiUdtar, TonrLordsbipe veil know that Aenprer 
Mitfoxf moret. Titlee and dignities strongly 

on tbe ftncy. As a madman is apt to think him- 
self grovn snddcmly graa4>so he that grows sud- 
denly -great is apt- to borrow >a little from the 
madman. To cooperate with thdr resentment 
would be to promote (heirphrensy;-nor-is itpoa> 
aible to guess to'what they -might- proceed, if -to 
. the new title of SoUdtor -should be-* added the 
^tion of rictory and triumph. 

• “ We consider your Lprdraips aS the protectofa 
of pnr rights^ and the goardians of our virtues; 
.but believe ‘it not included -in yonr high office, 
.that. you should flatter our vices^ or solace- our 
lani^; aud, as vanity only -dictates this prosecu- 
tion, It is humbly hoped your Lordships -will dis- 
miss it 

** If fBveiy attempt- however light or ludicrons^ 

les^ anolhei's reputation is to be punished by 
a judicial sentence^ -what punidiment can be sn& 
dently severe for him who attests to diminish 
ue repntat^ of -the Supreme Court of Justice, 
b^ reclaiming upon a cause alresdy - determined, 
vrathout any change in the state of the question? 
Does it- not 'imply hopes that tiie Judges will 
change their opinion? Is not uncertainty and In- 
constancy in ffie bii^est degree disreputable to 
a -Gonrtr ■ Does it not suppose that tiie former 
judgment was temerarious or negligent?, -Does 
It not lessen the cmnfidencm of the public? -Will 
it not be said, thatyar erf oaf foeqgiriifMa oaf me* 
gMsf and will not tiie consequence be drawn, 
muent mf Mm'lw / Will not me rules of action 
be obscure? Will not be who -knows himself 
wrong to-day hope that tbe Courts of Jnsticm will 
tfamk. him rig^t to-morrow? Sorely, my Lords. 

* these are attempts of dangerous tendency, which 

VOL. XV. ’ ■ Jl 
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the Solidton^ u tnen versed in the law, dionld ‘ 
' have fiMreseen and avoided. It was natarsl- for 


an ignorant printer to appt^ fiom the Lord Or- 
dinary; bat oom lawvers,r the descendants of fiiw- 
yen, who have i^ractised for three hundred yean^'‘ 
. sj^ haye now'nised themselves to a fajjeber deno- 
minatioo, it mig^t be expected that they shonld 
Jcnow' the revermoe dne to a judicial detomina^ 
tion; and, having been once dismissed, should 
sit -down in silenoe.** 

1 am ashamed to mention tiiat the Gouit^ bV a 
■ ]dnnlit]r d voices, without having n single adloi- 
tiOhal circumstance before them, reversed their 
own jnd|pm^t, made a-serious matter of this dull 
and foolish jpk^ and.adjodged Mr. Robertoon to' 
pay to tbe Society five poritadfi (sterling money) 
and costs of snit The decision will seem strange 
to ESn^h lawyers. 

On^esday, June fi, Johnson was to return to 
London. He was very pleasant at breakfost; I 
mentioned a friend of mme having resolved never 
to manj a pretty woman. Johhboh. ** Sir, it is 
a very foolish resolutimi to resolve not to many 
a pre^ woman. Beauty is of itself veiy esiiraa* 
ble.' No, sir, I would prefer a pretty woman, 
unless there are o^ecbons to her. A pretty 
woman may be fbolish ; a pretty woman may be 
wicked; a pretty woman may not like me. But 
- there is no such danger in marrying a pretty! 
woman as is apprehended; she wul not be per* 
secnted if she does not invite persecution. A 
pretty woman, if she has a mind to be wick^, 
can find a readier way than another; and that* is 
all.* 


I accompanied him in Mr. Dilly's chaise to 
Slieflbrd, where talking of Lord Bate's never g(v 
iiig to Scotland, he said, “As an Englishman, i 
should wish all the Scotch gentlemMi should lie 
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edncated in'England; Scotland. -wbald beconiefa 
protince;' Uiey‘\7onld. 8peQd''all "their rents in 
England.*’ This- is a lanbject-.qf much.conse- 
qnence and mnch dblicacy. The advantage of 
an English education is-nnqueslionably very great 
to Scotch gentlemen of talents.and'ambition;. and 
regular -visits -to Scotland; land perhaps other 
means, might be effectually u8ed.toprevent.them 
from being totally -estranged - from tiieir native 
country, any more than. a .Cumberland: -or Nor^ 
thumberland gentleman :who has beenueducb-tedin 
the South'- of '%n^and. I otrn; indeed, that it is 
no. small misfortune for Scotch gentlemeniiivho 
have neither talents nor ambition, to be edncated 
in -England, where tlieymay be* perhaps distin- 
guished only by a nicknam^ lavish their, fortune 
in giving expensive entartainments to those who 
laugh at them, and saunter about as mere idle 
insignificant hangers-on .even: 'Upon ‘the foolish 
great; wlipn -if they had been judiciously brought 
up ‘at home, they might have been comfortable 
and creditable members of society. 

- 'At-Sh^o'rd I-'had another affectionate parting 
from -my Severed friend; who was taken up by the 
Bedford coach ‘and carried to the-metropolis."'! 
went with Messieurs Dilly to see some friends at 
Bedford; dined' with the -officers of- the militia 
of the' county,*' and- next day proceeded -’On- luy, 
journey.: . . • . ... n, 


. 1 *- 


' TO -RENNET X.ANOTON, ESQ.-'; 'j: ' '•*• * 


“dear SIB,-' .* , 


f • * • * 

. -1 . . - . f 


“ How welcome your account of yourself and. 
yonrinvitationj to'younnew house was' to -me^ I* 
need not tell -you, who consider our friendship 
not only as formed by-choice,- but- as matured by 
time. We have been now,long enon^ acquainted 
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» 

the Solicitors, as inen versed in the law, should ' 
' have foreseen and avoided. It natural for 
an ignorant printer to appeal from the Lord Or- 
dinary; but from lawyers,- the descendants of fow- 
yers, who have ]^iacti8ed for three hundred years/' 
and haye now rased themselves to a higher deno- 
mination, it might be expected that they should 
Icnow the reverence due to a judicial determina- 
tion; and, having been once dismissed, should 
sit -down in silence.” 

1 am ashamed to mention that the Cour^ by a 
■ irlnrality of voices, without having a single addi- 
tional circumstance before them, reversed tiieir 
own judgment, made a -serious matter of this dull 
and foolish jok^ and .adjudged Mr. Robertson to 
pay to the Society five pounds (sterling money) 
and costs of suit. The decision will seem strange 
to English lawyers. 

On^esday, June 5, Johnson was to xetorii to 
London. He was very pleasant at breakfiist; 1 
mentioned a friend of mine having resolved never 
to many a pretty woman. Johkson. ** Sir, it is 
a very ioolish resolution to resolve not fo marry 
a pretty woman. Beauty is of itself very estima- 
ble.' No, sir, I would prefer a pretty woman, 
unless there are objections to her. A pretty 
woman may be foolish ; a pretty woman may be 
wicked; a pretty woman may not like me. But 
there is no such danger in mariying a pretty 
woman as is apprehended; she wiil not be per- 
secuted if she does not invite persecution. A 
pretty woman, if she has a mind to be wicked, 
can find a readier way than another; and that* is 
all.” 

I accompanied him in Mr. Dilly's chaise to 
Slieflbrd, where talking of Lord Bate's never go- 
ing to Scotland, he said, ** As an Englishman, 1 
should wish all the Scotch gentlemen should he 
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■ * ■ • 

.1 •- .* 

desty prevented' him from coihmunicatiiig'to me-;- 
trith me other lettm from Dr. Johnson .mth ■' 
trhich he nras pleased to furnish me. However 
slight in itself, as it does 'honour to that-illustri- 
ons painter and inost amiable maor 1 am happy, 
to introduce ib . ' 


' » TO SIR JOSHUA BRYNOLDSk. 

“DEAR SIR, 

“ It was not' before ^^esterday that I rec^ved 
your splendid benefoction. To a hand so liberal 
in distributing, Ihopenobody will envy the power 
of acquiring. • 

« I am, DEAR SIR, 

. "Your obliged and most humble servant; 

“ Saix. Johnson.” 

ojainas. iniJ' 

• * % * 

* 

- ** TO TH0UA8 ASTLB, ESQ. 

“ I; Au ashanmd ^t yon have been forced to call 
so often for your books, but it has bemi by no 
fonlt on dther side: They have never been out 
of my hah^' nor have 1 ever been at home irith* 
out s^ng ypu; for to see a man so-skilfnl in the ‘ 
mitiqnilies .of my country is an opportunity of 
imptovementnot'willingly to be missed. ; 

^ “ Your notes: on Alfred* appear to me very jn-. 
dicions and accurate, but they are too few. ll^ny 
things familiar to- yoq are. mdenown to'' me and 
to most .others;, and you 'must not iMhk too fa- 
vourably of ypnr .readers; by supposing them- 
knowing you will leave them ijgnorant . Measure 

^ -Hie Win of IQitt Alfred, aUnded foih fbh-Ieifer, finm (fro oii> 
ginal Saxon, in the U&ai; of Mr.'Astli^ has been printed at the e&> 
penae of tte UniTaniljr of OxS^ 

1 
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to have many images in common,, and .therefor^ 

■ to have -a source of conversation which neither 
the learning nor the wit of a new companion can, 
supply. ■ 

“ My Lives are how published ; and if yon will 
tell me whither I shall sebd 'them^' that they .may. 
come to you, I-will take eve thaf-yon shall not 
be without them. 

'• “ You will, perhaps be glad to hear that Mrs. 
Thrale is disinenmbered -of her brewhouse; and 
that it seemed to the purchaser so &r fiom an 
evil that he was contmit to give -fbr'it a hnndr^ 
and* thirty-five thousand pounds. Ts the -nation 
ruined? - ' 

“ Please to make my respectful coinplimenfe . 
to I^dy Rothes, and keep me in the memory of 
all the'fittle dear family, particularly Mrs. Jane. 

"Iam,'8XB,' 

" Tour afiectionate humble servant, 

** Sam. Johnson.** 

" Bolt.ooact, Jme 16^ ITSL" 

' Johnson's charity to tiie poor was uniform and 
extensive, both from inclination and principle. 
He not only bestowed liberally out of bis own 
purse, but, what is more difficult as well as rar^ 
would beg from others when he had proper ob- 
jects in view. This he did judiciously as well as 
humarfely. Mr. Philip Metcalfe tells m^ that 
' when he has asked him for some money fbr per* 
sons in distress, and Mr. Metcalfe has ofibred 
what Johnson thought too much, he insisted on 
taking less, saying, *'No, no, sir; we must not 
pamper them.” 

1 am indebted to Mr. Malone one of Sir Joshna 
Reynolds’s executors, for the following note, 
which was found among his papers after hisdeatb, 
and which, we may presume, his unafiected mo- 
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the. honoar done him by a man of genius and 
science, to whom he 'was an utter stranger, that 
■he said to Dr. Burney, * Sir, there is no mad pos- 
sessed of the smallest portion of modesty bnt'must 
be flattered with &e admiration of such a man. 

give him a set of my Lives if he will do me the 
honour to acce^ of them'.* In this he kept his 
word; and Dr. Burney had not only the pleasure 
of gratifying, his friend with a present more wor- 
thy of his acceptance than the segment from the 
hc^h broom* bnt soon ^ter introducing him to 
Dr. Johnson himself in Bolt Court, 'with whom 
■he had the satisfaction of conversing a consider- 
able time, not a'fbrtnight bc^re his death ; which 
haraened in St. Martin’s Street, during his visit 
to Ur. Burney, in the house where the ^eat Sir 
Isaac Newton had lived and died befor^ 

In one of his little memorandum books is the 
followingminute : 

“ August 9 ,' 3 P. M. mtat. 72, in the summer 
house at Streatbam. 

“•After innumerable resolutions formed and 
n^lected l have retired hither to plan a life of 
greater diligence, -in hope tiiat I may yet be use- 
ful, and be daily better prepared to appear before 
my Creator and my Judge, from whose infinite 
mercy I hnmbly call for assistance and support 

“ My purpose is, 

. To pass eight hours every day in some seri- 
ous em^oyment 

^ “ Having prayed, 1 purpose to employ the next 
six weeks upon the Italian languige for my set- 
tled study.” 

How venerably pious does he appear in these 
mommts of solitude, and how spirited are his re- 
solutions for the improvement of his mind, even 
in elegant literature, at a very advanced period of 
life, and when afflicted with many complaints. 

In autumn he went to Oxford, Binhiugbam, 
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of land, and‘.vahie:of money, -it is of ^at iinpor* 
Uuice to state with care. -Had the Saxons aiiy 
gold coin? 

• . " I .have mncb.curiomty after ftie manners and 
transactions of the middle ages; hot have wanted 
either diligence or opportunity, or both. Yon, 
sir, have groat opportunities, and I wish yon both 
diligence and saccess. 

" 1 am, SIR, fee. 

** Sam. Johnson." 

, ... ‘ ' 

• » » • a • • 

' '.The following curions anecdote I itisert in Pr. 
Burney’s own words. Dr. Burney rdated to Pr. 
Johnson^ the partiality .which bis writings had 
excited inlaincnd of Dr.^ Barney’s, the late Mr. 
Bewl^, well known in Horfolk by the name of 
the Philosopher qf Massin^am: who, from the 
Bamblers and Plan of his Pictionar^, and long 
before the autbour’S fame was established by the 
Pictionary itself, or any other work/ had con- 
ceived such a reverence for him that he earnestly 
b^ed Pr. Burney to give him the cover of die 
first letter he bad reedved from him, as a relick 
of so estimable a writer. This was in 1755. In 
1760, when Pr. Barney visited Pr. Johnson at 
the Temple in London, where be bad then cham- 
bers,- he -happened to airive there before he was 
up; and 'being shown into the room where he 
was to breakrast, finding himself alone^ he ex- 
amined the contents of the fmartm'mit to tr^ whe- 
ther he conid undiscovered steal any thing to 
send to bis friend Bewley, as another relick^ of 
the adinmble Pr. Johnson. But finding nothing 
bettmr to bis pnipose, he cut some brisdes off of 
bis hearth broom, and enclosed them in a letter to 
hiS'conhtry entfansiast, who received them with 
due reverence. The Poctor was so sensible of 
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my first' letter 'of the )^ear is to you. No man 
ought to ‘be at ease- 'while he kiiows him^elMn the 
wrong; and 1 have not satisfied mysdf with my 
long silence. The letter rdating to Mr. Sinclair, 
however, was, I believe, never brought 
• “ My .healdi has beea tottering this last year: 
and 1 can ^ve no very laudable account of my 
time. I am always hoping to do bjetter than 1 
have ever hitherto, dbnef. - 

** My journey to Ashbourne and Stafifordshire 
was not pleasant; for what enjoyment has a' sick 
man visiting the sick? — Shall we ever have ano- 
ther finlick like our joumey to the Hebrides? 

■ ** l.hope that-dear Mrs. !l^swell will surmount 
her complaints ; in losing her yon will lose your 
anchor, and he tost without stability, by the 
waves of liie^ I wiidi both her and you very 
m anyyearB, and veiy happy. 

** For sbme months past I have been so with- 
drawn from the world that I can send yon no- 
thing particular. All your fiiends, however, are 
well,' and will be glad of your return to London. 

** 1 am, DEAR SIR, 

** Yours most i^ctionately, 

• ■ “ Sau. Johnson.” 

“ Jannuy 6 , ITSa” 

At a time when he yna less able than he had 
once^ been to sustain a shock, he was suddenly 
deprived of Mr. Levett which event he thus com- 
municated to .Hr.' Lawrence. 

"sir, 

" Our old friend, Mr. Lovett who was lastniglit 
eminently cheeifhl, died this morning. The 
man who lay in the* same room,- hearing an tin- 

’ The tenth of lUi'hu boon imredlqrndflKpeilaiioot - 

|>In.BoBVoll died Jane ^ITSa BL] 
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Lichfield j aod Ashbourae, for .which very good 
reasons might be g^ven in the conjectural yet po- 
sitive manner of writers, who are proud to ac- 
count for every event which Uiey relate.. Ho 
himself, however, .says, .“The motives of. my 
journey I hardly know; 1 omitted it last year, 
aud am. not willing to miss it again But some 
good considGradons arise, amongst which is the 
kindly recollection, of Mr. Hector,- suigeon, of 
Birmingham. “ Hector is likewise an old friend, 
the only companion of my childhood that passed 
tlirougn the.school with. me. • We have always 
loved .one another; perhaps we may. be made 
better .by some. serious conversation, of whidi; 
however, I have.no distinct hope.** 

He. says too, “At Lichfield, my native plac^ 1 
hope to show a good ejmmple by frequent attend- 
ance on public worship.** 

My correspondence with him during the rest of 
this year was,' 1 know not why, very scanty, and 
all on my.side. 1 wrote him one letter to intro- 
duce Mr. Sinclair (now Sir John), the member for 
Caithness, to his acquaintance; and informed 
him in another, that my wife had amin been af- 
fected -with alarming symptoms of illness. 

In 1782 his complaints increased, and die his- 
tory of his life this year is little more than a 
mournful recital of the variations of his illness; in 
the midst of which, however, it will appear from 
his lettera that the powers of hiS mind were in 
no .degree impaired. 

“ TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I SIT down to answer your letter on the same 
day in which I received i^ and am pleased that 

" Pnjan ud Modltationa; p. 901. 
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■ Wlicn AinUiq; Natnro cnird far aidt 

And hovnin]; Dratli (vrqiMCtt the Mow, 
lliii ^i;!onni< rcmrtlf display'd 
The povcr of «t withont the shovr. 

In Mi$ei}*»darLestcavrrns known. 

Ills read> help was ever n1{;b, 

AiVlirre ho|icless Antmlsh pou^d his groan. 

And lonelj Want* retired to die*. 

No summons mock’d hj chill detay. 

No petty E>io!^ disdain’d hy ptido ; 

*nie modest wants oreeny day 
The toil of ereiy day snppiiM. 

Ills eirtnes walk'd their narrow ronnd, 

Nor made a pause, nor Icll a Ttdd; 

And sure the eternal Master found 
Ilis single talent well employ’d. 

The bosy day, the peaeeful night, 

Unfclt, nnconntcd, dided byt 
His frame was firm, his powers wero briglit, 

Tbongh now his eigtiuetb year was nidi* 

Then, with no throbs fiery pain, 

No cold gradations of decay, 

Death brake at once the vital eliain, 

And freed his soul the nearest way." 

. In one of Jolinsdn*s registers of this year, there 
occurs the following curions possara: “Jan 20. 
The Ministry is dissolved. I prayed with j^an- 
cis, and gave thanks”.” It has been the subject 
of discussion, whether there are two distinct par- 
ticulars mentioned here? Or that we are to un- 
derstand the ^ving of thanks to be in consequence 
of the dissolntion of the Ministry? In support , 
of the last of these coqjectures may be urged his 
mean opinion of that Ministry, which has fre- 
quently appeared in the course of tliis work ; and 
it is strongly confirmed by what he said on the 
subject to Mr. Seward : — “ I am glad the minis- 
try is removed. Such a bunch of imbecility 

* Jobnson repeated this lino to mo tbua: 

" And Labour steals an hour to die.” 

Bnt bo anerwards altered it to the present rending. 

* Fraycn and MeditAUon^ p. 200. 
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common noise, .got up and tried to make him 
speak, but Avithod't effect He then called Mr. 
Holder, tlie apothecary, who, though whqn he 
came he thought him dead, opened a vein, but 
could draw no blood. So has ended the long liib 
of a very useful and very blameless man. 

“ I am, siH, 

** Yonr.most humble servant, 

■ “ Sam. Johnson.” 

“J«n. 17,1782.'’ 

• « 

In one of his memorandum books in my pos- 
session is the following entiy: “ January 20, Siin< 
day. Bobert Levett was buried in the church- 
yard of Bridewell, between one and two in the 
aAernoon. He died on Thursday 17, about seven 
in the mornina, by an instantaneous death. He 
was an old and faithful friend ; T have known him 
from about 40. Commendavi. May God have 
mercy on him. May he have mercy on me.” 

Such was Johnson’s affectionate regard forLe- 
vett", that he honoured his memory with tlie fol- 
lowing pathetick verses : 

• ■ • 

** ConoehiTd to Hopo's ddoBiro mino^ 

Aa on we tiril fton to doj, 

Bjr sodden blast or alow deoliuo- 
Oor aoidal comlbris drop away. 

Well triod tbraort moqy a vaiylnip year, 

Sco Lovett to too mve doseend; 

. OSioions, innocent, nooenv 

Ofovny aiendlm namo tbo fiiond. 

Yet still he Slla afibotion’s qye^ 

Obaonrely wise, and oouacb hind, 

N^ lottei'd amgance*, deqy 
Tlqr prdao to neiit onnBnod. 

■ See an aeeonnt of bin In "Tbo Gentleman’s UagaBine,’'Peb. 
ITSfi. 

• In both editions of Sir John Hawkins’s Lilb of Dr. Johnson, 

** iettei’d ^noniiie^is printed. 
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“TO EDBIOND-MALONE, ESQ. 

■ “sir, 

“1 HAVE for many wedcs been so^ much out of 
order, that I. have gone out only in a coach to 
Mrs. liirale's, ^vhere I oin nse all the freedom 
that sickness requires.. Do not, therefore, take 
it amiss that I am not \iith yon and Dr. Farmer. 

1 hope hereafter to see you often. 

“ 1 am, SIR, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

« Feb. 27,1782.’' 

TO THE SAME. 

“PEAR SIR, 

“ I BOPS 1 grow better, and shall soon be able to 
enjoy the kindness of my Mends. I think this 
wild adherence to Ghatterton* more unaccount- 
able than the obstinate defence of Ossian. In 
Oraian there is a national pride which may be 
foi^ven, though it cannot be applauded. In 
Ghatterton there is nothing but the resolution to 
say again what has once been said. 

“I am, SIR, 

“ Your humble servant; 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

'■11^2,1782.’’ 

■ Th^e short letters show the r^rd which Dr. 
Johnson ditertained for Mr. Malone, who the 
more he is khowq is the more highly valued. It 

* [Thii note vrm in nnnwar to one wUob Moompuded one of the 
fluliat pnnpblath jm tho raUeet of CbBttorton^i forgaiyfanlitled 
“ CniBOiy ObiomUanB on the Pocmi nttribnted to Thomu Bowlegr,”* 
kb, ' Mr.-Thoinai-WutonrB ym bUo “Inqniiy” apneund’ abont 
thine nonUis aBennudB: and ilu. lyrwhitt’B admiiBbie '* VlndioB- 
tion or Mb Appendix," In tte Bnnimor of the name yeaii loft the be- 
lierera in Ub daring inpostnie nothing bnt “the leBblnfion to nay 
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never dii^^ced a coun^. If they sent a mes- 
senger into the City to take np a printer, the mes- ■ 
senger tvas taken np instead of the printer, and 
.committed by the sitting Alderman, if they sent 
one army to the relief of another, the first army 
' vras defeated and taken before the second arrived. 
I .mil not my that what &ey. did wm always 
wrong; but it was always done at a wrong time.”' 


' “ TO MRS; STRAHAR. . 

" DEAR MADAU, 

“ Mrs. Williams showed me your kind letter. 
This little habitation is now but 'a mdancholy 

S lace^ clouded with the gloom of disease and 
eath. Of the four inmates, one has been sud- 
denly snatched away; two are oppressed by very 
afiiictive and dangerous illness; and I tried yes- 
terday to gain some jidie^ by a third bleeding, 
from a disorder which has for some time dis- 
tressed me^ and I think mjeelf to-day much 
better. 

“ I am glad, dear madam, to hear that yon are . 
so for recovei^ as to-go to Bath. Let me once 
more entreat yon to stay tiU your health is not 
only pbfoined, but confirmed. Your fortune is , 
such as that no moderate expense deserves your 
care; and. you have a husband who, I beiieve» , 
does not r^rd it. Stay, therefore^ til you are 
quite w^. I am, for my par^ veiy much de^ . 
serted; but complaint is useless. 1 hope Gob. 
will' bless yon, and 1 desire yon to form the same 
wish for me, 

“ I am, DEAR MADAM, * 

. " Your most humble servant^ 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 


** Feb. 4 , ITSS.* 



STAT. 73. DK. JOHNSON. Ill 

** Forgive 'mCi my dear love,* the omission of 
writing; 1 hope to mend that and my other &iilts.* 
Let me have your -prayers. 

** Make my compliments to Mrs. Cobb, and 
Miss Adey, and Mr. Pearson, and the whole 
company of my friends. 

** I am, UY DBAS, 

** Yonr most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

** London, March S, 1782 ." 

TO TRE'SAStB. 

“ DEAR MADAM, 

“ My last was but a dull letter, and I know not 
that this will be much more cheerful ; 1 am, how- 
ever, willing to write, because you are desirous 
to bear from me. 

** My disorder has now begun -its ninth week, 
for it is not yet over. I was last Thmisday blooded 
for the fourth time, and have since found mysdf 
much relieved, hot I am very tender and easily 
hurt; so that since we parted 1 have had but lit- 
tle comfort,' but 1 hope that the spring will reco- 
ver me; and that in the summer 1 shall see Lich-' 
field again, for 1 will not delay my visit another 
year to the end of autumn. 

**I have, by advertising, found poor Mr. Le- 
vetfs brothers in Yorkshire, who will take the 
little he has left: it is but litde, yet it will be^ wel- 
come, for I bdieve they are of very low condition. 

** To be sick, and- to see nothing but sickiidis 
and death, is but a gloomy state ; but I hope better 
times, even in this world,* will come, and what- 
ever this world may withhold or give, 'we shall 
he h^py in a better state. Pray for me, my 
dear Lucy. 

** Make my complimeuts to Mrs. Cobb, and 


110 ’ THE LIFE OF . -ITOSi 

is much to be revetted that Johnson ^vas pre- 
vented sharing ‘the el^nt hospitality of that 
gentieman’s table, at 'nrhfch be would in every re- 
spect have been fully ^tified. Mr. Malone, who 
has so ably succeeded him as an editor of Shak- 
speare, has, in his Preface, done great and jiisf 
honour to Johnson’s memory. 

*' TO MRS. LUCY PORTER, IN LICHFIELD. 

'* DEAR MADAM, 

“ 1 WENT away from Lichfield ill, and have had 
a troublesome time with my breath; for some 
weeks 1 have been disordered by a cold, of which 
1 could not get the violence abated till I had been 
let blood three times. I have no^ however, been 
so bad but that 1 could have written, 'and am 
sorry'that 1 neglected it 
^ ^My" dwelling is but melancholy; both Wil- 
liams and Desmoulins, and myself are very 
sickly : Frank is not wdl, and poor Levett died 
in his bed the other day, by a sudden stroke; J 
suppose not one minute passed between health 
aud death ; so uncertain are human things. 

*' Such is the appearance of the world about 
me; I hope your scenes are .more cheerful. .But 
whatever uefrlls us, though it is wise to be seri- 
ous, it is useless aud foolish, and perhaps sinful, 
to be gloomy. Let us, ther^ore^ keep onlselv^ 
as easy as we can ; though the loss of friends will 
be felt, and poor Levett had been a faidifnl adhe- 
rent for thirty years. 

. * ' - • 
again what had hean arid heibro.” Daring, howorer, aa the Itotion 
waa, and ^Id aa waa'the adfaerenoo to Chatterton, both wont gieotly 
tiTwnwiwt in 1785 and the fbllowing year, by a atill mon anoodona 
■impostnn, and the pertinadW of one of Ha adberenta, who haa 1^' 
mortalhsad bia name 1^ pabnahing a bnlky volnua^ of wldoh fbo di- 
reot and nanifhat oineot waa, to prore tfao autbontielQr oTooftrin pn- 
pen atiribnM to Miakapoafe, alter the Ihbrioator of the q>nnona 
tnah l»d pnbUokiy aofcuowled{^ the impoatnrel M.] 
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"TO CAPTAIN liAKGTOS' IN ROCHESTER. ’ 

< "Dl^RSIR, 

" It is now long since we saw one another; and, 
whatever has heen the reason, nether jovl have 
written to me, nor I to you. To let friendship 
die away by negligence and silence is certainly 
not wise. It is Tolnntaril}^ to throw away one of 
the greatest' comforts of this weary pilgrimage of 
which when it is, as it must be taken finally away, 
he that trards on' alone '\rill wonder how his 
esteem could be so littla' Do not forget me; 
^u see iliat I do not foiget you. It 'is j^leasing 
in the silence of solitude to tliink, that there is 
one at least, however distant, of whose benevo- 

• • • 
hand odgo uaintliKt fidca to irideh we bare nil no oilen deligiifed 
to nUend. SSbej ym oneii.heiir it. IT ire dad his mind and his 
tongne, ire oonld qiare the rest 

**1 am not i^nns, bat mneh better than irben dear Dr. Lair- 
renee held mj palm the last time. Be so hind as to let mo knonr. 
rramone liltia inteml toanother, the state of his bo^f* I am pleased 
that he remembeis me^ and hme that it nerer can be poi^ble tor me 
■f o toiget him. 'Jnlf 9^ ITSSL*^' 

*'J am mndi delighM oven nifb the small adrenees irUeh dear 
Dr. Lawrenoo makM tomds recoiciy. If ire eonld bare again 
bnt Us mind, and Us tongne in Us mind, and bis right band, ire 
Uronld not mneh lament the rest. I shonid not desimr oThcl^ng 
the swelled band bgr elecliidt]', N it vere fieqttentlj and diligentlr 
snpplied'. 

“Let me know them time to time whatever happens; and I hope 
I need not tdl jon, how rnneb I am interested in ereiy diange. 
Ang.S8,178a." 

“Thond the aeconnt with which jbn IhTonied me in yonr last 
letter oonU not give me the pleasme that 1 widied. jot I was glad 
toxeedve it; tornqr aOhdlon to mj dear friend makes me demms 
of knowing Us states whateierit be, I bqa theietoic^ that jon con- 
tinne to let me know, flom time to time, an that yon .observe, 
“Maiqr fits of severe illnem have, for abont tbiee months past, 
ibreed my kind pfayaidan often npon iny mind.' I am now better; 
and hoipe gratitnd^ aswdl as distiess, can be a motlTo totemem- 
bmnee. But Conrt, Elect Street, Feb. 4, 1783.“ 

' Mr. Laimlon bdng at tUa time on dnfy at Bodiesfer, he is ad- 
dressed by hundlUniy title. . 

VOL. IV. I 
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Miss Adey, and my old friendj Hetty Bailey, and 
to all the Lichfield ladies. • ' - : 

“ I am, DEAR MADAU, 

“ Yours, affectionately, 

" Bolt Conrt, Floot Stnot, ** JpHNSON." - 

Blnreli 10, 1782." 

» 

On the day on. which this letter was written, 
he thus, feelindy'mentions his respected friend 
and physician, j)r. Lawrence: — “ Poor Lawrence 
has almost lost the sense of hearing; and I hare 
lost the TOnversation of a learned, intelligent; and 
communicative companion, and a fnend whom 
long familiarity has much endeared. Lawrence 
is one of the best' men whom I have known. — 

* Nostrum omnium miserere Deus**” 

It was Dr. Johnson's custom, when he wrote to 
'Dr. Lawrence concerning his own health, to use 
the Latin language. 1 nave been favoured by 
Miss Lawrence'wiUi one of these letters as a spe- 
cimen : 

'' T. Lawrencio, Medico, S. 

** Novum frigus, tuna iussis, nova spirandi dtf- 
fieuXtas, navam singuinis misaonem gradient, quam 
tamen te inconsulto nolim fieri. Ad te venire vix 
possum, nee est cur ad me vemas. Zdeere vd non 
Ueere uno verdo iticendtm est ; aet^ ndhi et Sol- 
dero* rdiqueris. • iSSi per te licet, imperatur nuncio 
Solderum ad me deducere. 

"jamucaHi£t,vna. 

** Postgudm tu diseesseris, qud me vertam*r 

* Pn^BiB and Miaditationi, p. 207. 
s Mr. Htddor, in lha Sfnnd, Dr. JohnsonlB apotheoaiy. 

" Soon oiler the abora letter Dr. Lawienoe lettliondoiiu bat not 
befiira the palaj had made so neat a pipgiasa as to lender him nna- 
Me to viite Su WmiMlf. The tbltowinn an extnotathmi letten ad- 
dieased Iiy Dr. Jdinoon to one of bio dangbten: 

" Yon win easily beUare with vhat gladnen I lead that yon had 
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'■'“'I -have myself been, ill more than *dight 
weeks of a disorder, from wbidi, Rt the expense 
of about fifty ounces of blood, < I hdpe.I am now 
recovering.' 

; Ton, dear sir, have, I hope, a- more cheerfiil 
scene; you see Gheoige fond of his book, and the 
pretty misses airy and lively, with my own little 
Jenny equal to the best: and in whatever can 
contribute to your quiet or pleasure^ you have 
Lady. Bothes ready to concur. - May whatever 
. you enjoy of Modbeincreased, and whatever you 
suffer of evil be riimini^ed. ‘ 

• “ I am, DBAR SIR, 

** Your humble servant 

« Bolt Court, Bleet Straot, “ JoHNBON." 

I 

' “ TO UR. HBCTOR, IN BIBUZNOHAU*. 

DEAR SIR, 

"I ROPE 1' do toot very grossly flatter myself to 
imamne that you and oWr Mrs. Careless^ will 
be ^ad to hear some account of me. 1 peifr>rmed 
the journey to London with very little inconve- 
nience, and. came safe' to my habitation, where I 
found nothing blit ill health, and, of consequence 
very little cheeriulness. I then went to visit a 
little way into the countiy, where I got a com- 
plaint by a' cold wUcb has hung eight weeks 
upon me, and from which I am, at the expense 
of fifty ounces o'f blood, not yet free.' 1 am 
afraid I must once more owe my recovery to 
warm weather, whidi seems to make no advances 
towards us. ' . * 

I . „ • 

* -A part ortbis'lotter harinB bMo tom off, I'baw, ftom tho orident 
neanli^ anpplied a fin itr6t& and half innda at tbo enda and bo- 
^mrine orffnoa. 

* Soo vol. ii. p. 458. 
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lence there is little doubly and Ti^hom there is yet 
hope of seeing again. 

“ Of my life, from the time we parted, the 
histo^ is monmful. The spring of last year 
deprived me of Thrale, a man, whose -eye for 
fifteen^ years had scarcdy been turned upon me 
but .with respect or tenderness ; for such another 
finend, the .general courae of human things will 
not snJSer man to hope.* I passed the summer at 
Streatham, but tiiere was no Thrale; and having 
idled away the summer with a .weakly body and 
neglected mind, I made a journey to Stafford- 
shire on the edge of winter. The season was 
dreary: 1 was si^ly, and found the friends sickly 
whom* I went to see. After a sorrowful sojourn, 
I returned to a habitation possessed. for the pre- 
sent by two sick women, where iny dear old 
friend Mr. Levett, to whom, as he used to tell 
me, 1 owe your acq^uaintance, died a few weeks 
ago, suddenly in his bed; there passed no^ I 
believe, a minute between health and death. At 
nigh^ as at Mrs. Thiele’s, I was musing in my 
chamber, I thought with uncommon earnestness, 
that^ however I might alter my mode of life^ or 
whitherso.ever I mi^t remove, I would endeavour 
to retain Levett about me; in the morning, my 
servant brought me wOTd that' Levett was called 
to another state, a state for which, 1 think, he was 
not unprepared, for he was very useful to the 
poor. How 'much soever I valued him, 1 now 
wish that. 1 had valued him more*. 

■ Johimm bas hen eamneeed a eenliiiient dmilar to that eo^ 
tainedin oneofSheoatonn etamas, to viddh in Us Ufta of that poet 
lie has given U^ pndse: 

M I prised ereiTlionr that went bj. 

Beyond ell that had pleased me beibn; 

But now Uicgr on gone and 1 
And I grieve fhatl prised them no moni'' 
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now to pick up such as''cbRDce may offer iiSi'or 
to.travef on alone. You, indeed, have a sister, 
,with< whom yon can divide the day; I . have no 
natural. friend .left; but Providence ■ has been 
pleased to preserve me fiom ne^ect; I.have not 
wanted such alleviaitions • of aa. friendship 
could supply. My health has been, from my 
twentieth year, such as 1^ 'seldom i^orded me 
a siimle day .of ease bat it is at least not worse : 
and 1 sometimes make! myself believe that it is 
better.-' My disorders ar^ ' however, still snffi- 
dently oppremve. ■ . 

think of seeing Staffordshire a^n this au- 
tumn,- md intend to find, my way mrongh Bir- 
mingham, where Ihope to see yon and dear Mrs. 
Careless well. 1 am, sir, 

“ Your affectionate friend, 

** Sam. Johnson." 

I wrote to him at difihrent dates; regretted 
that l-could not come to London this spring, .but 
hopfed we should meet somewhere .in th.e sum- 
mer; mentioned the state of my afiairs, and sug- 
gested -hopes of some preferment; informed him, 
that as- ” The] Beauties of Johnson" had been 
publish^ in London, some obscure scribbler had 
rablished at Edinburgh, what be called "The 
l>eformities of Johnson." 

TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

' "DEAR SIR, 

"The- pleasure which we used to recmve from 
each other on Good Friday and Easter Day, we. 
must be this year content to miss. Let ns, how- 
ever,- .pray for each other, and hope to see .one 
another }'et from tiine to time with mutnal delight. 
My disorder has been a cold, which impeded the 
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“ISach IS my health, which .will, I hop^ soon 
grow better: In olher Fleets 1 nave no reason- 
to complain. - I know, not that I have written any 
thing more generally commended than .the Lives, 
of me Poets; and have fbnnd the world willing 
enough to caress me, if my health had invited, me 
to be in much company; bnt this season 1 have 
been almost' wholly employed in nursing myself. 

- " When summer comes J hope to see you a^in, 
and will not put off my visit to the end of the year. 
I have liveid so long in London toat I did not re- 
member the difference of seasons. 

** Your health, when I saw yon,'was much im- 
proved. You will be prudent enough not to put 
it in danger.. . 1 hopei when we meet agmn, we 
shall congratulate each other upon &ir prospects 
of longer life; though what are the pleasures of 
the longest life,* when placed in comparison ^vitli 
a happy death ? 

•* 1 am, Pear sir, 

** Yours most affectionately, 

" Sabi. Johnson.” 

"London, Mucib 21, ITSS." 

TO THE SAME. 

„ rWWmaadMUibanmmedtoh 

“DEAR SIR, ^tkistitm^ 

“That you and dear Mrs. Careless should have 
care or curiosity about my health gives me that 
pleasure which every man feels from finding him- 
self not forgotten. In aze we feel again that love 
of our native place and our early mends which 
in the bustle or amusements of middle life were 
overborne and suspended. You and 1 should 
now naturally cling to one another: we have out- 
lived most of those who could pretend to rival ns 
in each other^s kindness. In our walk through 
life we have dropped our companions, and arc 
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'** You never told me the snccess of yodr plea 
against Uie Solicitors. • 

' "lam, DEAR SIR, 

" Your most affectionate, 

■ " Sam. Johnson." 

" London, Sbrab 1782.* 

Notwithstanding Jiis afflicted state of body and 
mind fflis' year,' the following .correwondence 
affords, a proof not only of his benevolence and 
conscientious readiness to relieve a good man 
from errour, hut by his clothing one of the sen- 
timents in his "Ramble” in dif^ent-langoa^ 
not inf^our to that of the original, shows his 
extraordinary command of clear and forcible 
expression. 

A dengyman at Bath wrote to him, that in 
"'ne Morning Ghronicl^** apusage in "The 
' Beauties -of Joimson,** artide Death, had been 
pointed out as supposed by some readers to re- . 
commend snidde, the woras being, "To die is 
the fote of man ; but to die with lingering anguish 
'is generally his folly;" and respectfolly* suggest- 
ing to him, that siira an erroneous notion of any 
sentence in the writings of an acknowledged friend 
of rdimon and virtue should not pass uncontra- 
dicted. 

Johnson thus answered the deigyman*s letter; 

“ TO THE REVEREND MR. , AT BATH. 

« SIR, .. 

"Being now in the countryin a state of recovery, 
.as X hope, from a very oppressive disorder, I can- 
not nj^lect the acknowledgment of your Chris- 
tian letter. -The book called 'The Beauties of 
Johnson* is toe production of 1 know npt whom; 

I never saw it but'by casual inspection, and con- 
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oigans of 'respiration,- and kept me many weeks 
in a state'of ^at un^iness ; but by repeated 
phlebotomy it is now relieved;- and next to the 
recovery or Mrs. Boswell, I. flatter myself, that 
yon will rejoice at mine. 

“What. we shall do in the summer it is yet 
too early to consider. . You want to know what 
yon shul do noiif^l"do-Jiot think this time of 
bnstle and confusion* like to produce any advan- 
to you. ' EVbry man has uiose to reward and; 
gratify who have. contributed to his advancement' 
To come hither with snch expectations at 'the 
expense of boijowed money, which, I find, yon 
know not where to boirow, can hardly be con* 
sidered prudent I am sorry to find, what your * 
solicitations seem to imply, mat yon'have already 
gone the whole-length of ypnr credit This is to 
set the qniet .cn.yonr whole life at hazard. If 
you anticipate your inhmritance, yon can at last 
inherit nothing : all thqt you receive must .pay 
for the past ion must get a plac^ or pine in 
penury, with the empty name of a great estate.* 
Poverty, my dear fiiend, is so great* an evil, and 
pregnant with so much temptation and so much 
misery, that I cannot but earnestly epjoin yon to 
avoid it Live on what yon have ; live if yon can 
on less ; do not borrow either for vanity or plear 
snre ; the vanity will end in shame, and the plea- 
sure in re&^t: stay therefore at hom^ till yon 
have saved mon^ for your journey hither. 

' “ * The Beauties of Johnson ’ are said to have 
money to the collector; if the * Deformities’ 
have the same success, 1 shall be still a more 
extensive benefactor. 

“Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, who 
is I hope reconciled to me; and to the young 
people^ whom I never have offended. 

* [On tlio pnoodU^ dor (bo Mlnioiiy bod been obanged. 
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This letter, as might be expected, had its fall 
effect^ and the ‘ clergyman acknowled^d .it' in • 
grateful and pious terms*. 

The following letters require no extracts from 
mine to introduce them. 

< 

“ TO JAUES BOSWELi:^ ESQ. ' ' ' 

“ DEAR SIR, ■ 

** The earnestness and tenderness of your letter 
is such lliat I cannot think nofyself showing itrmore 
respect than it claims by -sitting down io answer 
it the day on which I receiTed it. 

**Thi8 year has afflicted me with a very irk- 
some and severe disorder. My respiration- has 
been much impeded, and much blood -has been 
taken away. 1 am now harassed by a catarrhons 
cough, from which my purpose is to seek relief 
by change of air ; and 1 am, therefore, preparing 
to go to Oxford.' 

“ Whether I did ri^ht in dissuading you from 
coming to London -this spring, I will not deteiv 
mine. You have not lost much by missing, my . 
company; I have scarcely been wdl for a. single 
week. I might have received comfort from your 
kindness ; but you would have seen me afflicted, 
and, perhaps, found me peevish. Whatever might 
have been your pleasure or mine, 1 know not 
how I could h^ve honestly advised you to come 
hither with borrowed money. Do not accustom 
yonrself.,to consider. ‘ debt only as an inconve- 
nience; yon will 'find .it a calamity.- Poverty 
takes away so many means of doing good, and 
produces so much inability to resist evil, both 
natural and moral, that it is by all virtuous 
means to be avoided. Consider a man whose 

The Coirospondeneo du; bo soon at loiwUi in fho Gcnflcman’g 
AlnguiiMb Fob. 1788. 
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. sidered iiiy[3elf as utterly disengaged from its 
consequences. Of the passage- you mention,’ 1 
remember some notice in some paper ; but know- 
ing that it must be misrepresents, 1 thought of 
it no more, nor do 1 know where to find it in- my 
own books. I am accustomed' to think little of 
newspapers ; -but an opinion so weighty and seri- 
ous as yours has determined, me tQ do. what 1 
should without your.seaSonable kdihouitio'n bave 
omitted ; and 1 will .direct my .thought. be 
shown -in its true state* ** . If 1 could find the 
passage 1 would direct yo^ to it , 1 suppose the 
tenour is this Acute diseases are the imme* 
diate and inevitable strokes of HeaVen'^ but of 
tbem-the pain is short; and tiie conclusion speedy; 
•chronical disorders, by which we, eve 'suspended 
in tedious toiture between life and dea&,”are 
commonly the.efiect of our- own misconduct and 
intemperance. To die,&c.* — This, sir, yon see is 
dl true and dll blamel^. I bope some time id 
the next week, to have all rectified. My health 
has bem lately much shaken ; if you fiivour me 
with any answer, it will be a comfort to- me to 
know that I have your prayers. 

** 1 am, &c. 

Sam. Johnson." 




* What ibilows apimred in flis MbniiDe Cfanmiolo of SOk 
1783.~^ A comapoDoeiit liaTins montionod, in the Moraing Cbro- 
nielo of Decomber 18, the last olaDBe of the ibUoirinff paranapli, as 
■mining in e^piflide; «« are roqnealed topiint the irnolepas-' 
i Migw, that its troo m ee"»»8 nsy ■PPM', nrUofa is not to moommend 
snioido hot neraise. 

** mnnwf Monn OB ftom that diBBolnlion to whioh vro arc 

decreed i bnt wUIe the booI and body continne nnited, it can make 
tfao asBodation pleaBioff. and dro probable hiqiea that duty shall bo 
didoinod hy an easy acparefion. It waa a prtn^Ie among, tlie 
amdonts. that aente diaeases an from Hutw, and dhromi^ 
oni^voB; tho dart of death, indeed, ^s from Hoovm, hot wo 
poison it bw our own nnscoudnct; lo dio is the ihio of msBi 
to dio with llngisiDg ang^h hi gcoorslly his folly.*' 
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“ 2. Do not tliink abont frugality ; your health 
is \rorth more than it can cost. ^ > 

** 3. Do not continue any day's journey to fa- 
tigue. 

" 4. Take now and then a day's rest 
“ 5. Qet a smart sea-sickness, if you cau. 

" 6. Cast away all anxiety, and keep your mind 
easy. . 

“ This last direction is the principal ; with an 
unquiet mind, neither exercise^ nor diet^ nor phy- 
sick can be of much use. 

“I wish you, dear sir, a prosperous journey, 
and a happy recovery. 

** I am, DEAR SIR, 

» Your most affectionate humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson." 

*< JnljSS, ITSa." 

■ ** TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

"HEAR SIR, 

• * 

" Being uncertain whether I should have auy call 
this '^utumu into the country, I did not imme- 
diately answer your kind letter. ' I have no call ; 
but if you desire to meet me at Ashbonm^ 1 
believe I can come hither; if you had rather 
come to London, I can stay at Streatham ; take 
your choice. 

**This year has been very heavy. From the 
middle of January to the middle of June I was 
battered by one disorder after another I I am 
now v^ much recovered, and hope still to be 
better. ' What happiness it is that Mrs. BoswdL 
has escaped. 

“ My * Lives ' are reprinting, and I have for- 
gotten the authonr of Gray's character*:* write 
immediately, and it may be perhaps yet inserted. 

* Tlio Renrarand Mr.Ttanpla, Vioar of 8b Glndu^ CknmwBlL 
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fortune is very narroff; whatever be his rank hy 
births or whatever his reputation by intdllectnal 
excelienc^ what can he* do? or what evil- can he 
prevent? That he cannot hdp the* needy is evi- 
dent; he has nothing to -spare. But^ perhws, 
bis aovice or admonition may be nsefm. Jais 
poverty will destroy his influence: many more 
can find that he is poor, than' that he is wise; 
and few will reverence flie understanding that is 
of so little advantage to ite owner. 1 say nothing 
of the pm^onal wretchedness of a debtor, ^which, 
however, has passed into a proverb. Of riches 
it is not necessary to write the praise. .Let it; 
howev^, be remembered that he who has mon^ 
to spafe has it always in his power to benefit 
others; arid of such power a good man must 
always be desirous. - 

I am pleased with your account of Easter*. 
We shall meet, I hope, in autumn, both well and 
both cheerful ; and part each the better for the' 
other's company. 

Make my complimmits to Mrs. Boswdl, and 
to the young charmers. 

« 1 am, &c. 

** London, Jana 9, 1782," ** SaM. JohnSON. 

% 

. ** TO UB. PERKINS. 

" DEAR SIB, 

" 1 AM much pleased that yon are going a very 
long journey, which may by proper conduct re- 
store your health and prolong your life. 

“ Observe these rules : 

1. Torn all care out of your head as soon as 
you mount the diaise. 

■ WUoV I adebntod in the Cbnioh of Eoglud oha^ at E^- 
baigl4finndad|]{yLind CUof Baron Smith, oTrospoolafile and inans 
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■ *' I sliairiong to* know his final .disposition' of 
his fbrtune. ' 

** Ton, dear sir, have now a new station, and 
have therefore new cares and new employments. 
Life, as Cowley seems, to .say, ought to resemble 
a wdl ordered poem ; of which one rale generally 
received is, that the exoi^inm should be simple^ 
and should promise little. Begin your new course 
of life with the least show and the least expense 
possible; you may at pleasure increase both, but 
you cannot easily dimmish them. Do not tiiink' 
your estate your own, while any man can callupon 
you for money which you cannot pay; thererore 
b^n 'with timorous parsimony. - Let it be your 
first care not to be in any man s debt. 

*' 'When the thoughts are extended to a fntnre 
state, the present life seems hardly worthy of all 
those principles of conduct and maxims of pru- 
dence which one generation of men has traus- 
mitted to another.; but upon a closer view,* when 
it is perceived how much evil is produced, and 
how. much good is impeded by embarrassment 
and distress, and how little room the expedients 
of poverty leave for the exercise of virtue, it grows 
manifest that the boundless importance of the 
next life enforces some attention to the interest 
of this. 

“Be kind to the old servants, and secure the 
kindness of the agents and factors ; do not dis- 
gust them by asperity or unwelcome gaiety, or 
apparent suspicion. From them you must learn 
the real state of your affiiirs, the characters of 
your tenants, and tbe.value of your lands. 

“Make my compliments to Mrs, Boswell; 1 
think her expectations from air and exercise are 
the best that she can finm. 1 hope she will live 
long and happily. 

“ I foigot whether I told you that Rasay lias 
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■ ** Of Loudon or Ashbourne you have your free 
choice; at any place I shall be glad to see you. 

'* 1 am, DEAR SIR, 
“YonrSj&c. 

•• August 2i, 1782." ** Sam. .Tojinson.” 


- On the 30th of August ‘1 informed him Uiat my 
honoured father had died that morning ; a com- 
plaint under which he had lon^ laboured having 
suddenly come to a crisis, while 1 was upon a 
visit at the seat of Sir Charles Preston, from 
whence I had hastened the day before, upon re- 
ceiving a letter by express. * 


“to JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

** DEAR SIR, 

“ 1 HAVE struggled through this year with so 
much infirmity of body, and such strong impres- 
sions of the fragility of lif^ that death, whenever 
it appears, fills me with melancholy; andJE can- 
Dot near without emotion of the removal of any 
one whom 1 have known into another state. 

“ Your father's death had every circumstance 
that could enable you to bear it; it was at a ma- 
ture agi^ and it was expected ; and as his general 
life bad been pious, his thoughts had doubtless 
for many years past been tarned upon eternity. 
That you did. not find him sensible must doubt- 
less grieve you; his disposition towards you was 
undoubtedly that of a kind, Ihon^h not of a fond 
father. Kindness, at least actual, is in onr power, 
but fondness is not; and if by negligence or im- 
.prndeuce yon had extingnishra his fondness, he. 
could not at will rekinme it. ISothing then re- 
mained between yon bnt mntnal forgiveness of 
each other's fenlts, and mutual desire of each 
other's happiness. 
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airy.' -For my isak^ therefore^ .among many 
gneater reasons, take care, dear madam,' of your 
B i^TtTi' spare no expense, and' want .no attend- 
ance Aat can 'procure ease, or prespve it. Be 
very -caieiul to keep your mind quiet; and do 
not think it too much to ^ve au account of your 
recovery to, 

" UADAU, 

« Yours, ‘&c. 

** Sah. Johnson.” 

" London, 7, 178SL** 

**TO JAJUES BOStrSLIi, ESQ. 

** DEAE SIR, 

*' ^viNG passed almost this whole year in a suc- 
crasion of disorders, I went in October to Bright- 
helmstone, whither 1 catne in a state of so much 
' weakness that'! rested £>nr times in walking be- 
tween the'inn and the lodging. By physick and 
abstinence I grew better, and am'now reasbnably 
easy, though at a great distance from health. I 
am aiiaid, l^owever, that h^th begins after 
seventy, and long beib'r^ to have a nieani^ dif- 
ferent 'l^m- that which it bad at thii^. But it 
is culpable to murmur at the established order 
of the creation, as it is vain to oppose it; he that 
lives must grow old ; and he that would rather 
grow old than die has God to thank for the in- 
firmities of old age. 

“At yofUr'long silence I am rather angry. — 
Ton do no^ since now you are the head of your 
bous^ think it worth your while to ^ whether 
you or your friend can live longer without 
ing, nor suspect after so many years of fiirad- 
ship, that when I do not write to yon I finget 
you. Put all such useless jealousies out of your 
head, and disdain to r^ulate your own practice 
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been here-; vre dined cheerfnlly together, t en- 
tertained latdy a young gentleman from Corri- 
chatachin.' 

received your letters only this morning. 

“ 1 am, DEAR SIR, 

Yours, &c. 

** Sam. Johnson.” 

• " London, Sept. 7, iTSS.** 

In answer to my next' letter, 1 recdved one 
from him,- dissuading me from hutening to him 
as 1 had proposed ; what is proper for publica- 
tion is the ibllowing paragraph, equally Just and ' 
tender: — 

“ One expense, ‘however, 1 would not have yon 
.to spare; let noting be omitted that can pre- 
serve Mrs. Boswell, though it should be necei^ 
sary to transplant her for a time into a soft^ cli- 
mate. She IS the prop' and stay of your life.—- 
How much must your children sufler by losing 
her.” 

. My wife was now so much convinced .'of his 
sincere fiiendsbip for me and rq;ard for her, tha^ 
without any suggestion on my part, she wrote 
him a very polite and grateful letter. 

I • 

“ DR. JOHNSON TO URS. BOSWELL. 

“ DEAR LADY, 

“ I HATE not often received so much pleasure as 
from your ihvitation to Anchinleck. The jour- 
ney thither and back i^ indeed, too great for foe ^ 
latter part of the year; but if my health were' 
fully recovered, I would suffer no little heat and, 
cold, nor a wet or a rough road to keep me from 
yon. ‘1 anij indeed, not without hope of seeing 
Auchinleck a gain ; but to make it a pleasai^ 
place 1 must see its lady well, and brisk, and 
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by my attention, of bow much 'consequence I 
esteem yonr health to the world and to myself. 

’ ** I remain, sir, with grateful respeci,' 

“ Tour obliged and obedient servant, 

** Margaret Boswell.” 

The death of Mr. Thrale had made a very ma- 
terial alteration vrith respect to Johnson’s recra- 
tion in &at femily. The'manly authority of the 
husband no longer curbed the lively exuberance 
of the 'lady; and as her vanity had been fully 
gratified, by having the Colossus of Literature 
attached to' her for many years, she ^dually 
became less assiduous to please him. Whether 
her attachment to him was 'already divided by 
another object, I am unable to ascertain ; but it 
is plain tliat Johnson’s penetration was alive to 
her n^lect or forced attention ; for on toe 6to of 
October tlus year, we find him making a “ part- 
ing use of the library” at Streatham, and pro- 
nouncing^a prayer, which he composed on leav- 
ing Mr. Thrale’s femily'. 

‘ “Almighty God,* Father of all mercy, help me 
by thy grace that 1 may, ‘with bumble and sincere 
tliankimoesR, remember the comfoits and conve- 
niences which I have eqjoyed at this place; and 
that I may resign them with holy submission, 
equally trusting in thy protection when Thou 
givest, and when Thou takest away. Have meray 
upon me^ O Lord, have mercy upon me. 

“ To thy fiitheriy protection, O Lord, 1 com- 
mend this family.' Bless, goide^ and defend them, 
that they may so pass through this world cus finally 
to enjoy in thy -presence everlasting happiness, for 
Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.” 

One cannot read this prayer Without -some 

* Pnym and Meditations, p. 314. 
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by the practice of another, or by any other prin- 
ciple than the desire of doing ridit. * . 

** Your economy, I suppose, begins now to be 
settled : your expenses arc adjusted to your re- 
venue, and all your people in their proper places. 
Besolre not to be poor : trhaterer yon have, spend 
less. Poverty is a great enemy *to human hap^ 
piness; it cerbtinly destroys liberty, and it makes 
some virtnes impracticable, and others extremely 
ditficnit. 

“ Let me know the history of yonr life, since 
your accession to your estate. How many houses, 
how many cows, how much land in your ovm 
hand, and what bargains you make with yonr 
tenants. 

*• Of my ‘ Lives of the Poets/ they have printed 
a new edition in octavo, 1 hear, of tlirce thousand. 
Did I give a set to Lord Hailes? If 1 did not, 1 
will do it out of these. M’hat did you make of 
all your copy? 

“Mrs. Thraleaod the three Misses are now 
for the winter in Argyll Street. Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds has been out of order, but is well again ; 

“And 1 am, i>e.\r sir, 

'* Your alTectionate humble servant, 

*• Sa5i. Johnson." 

** li^nddo. Dee. 7, irSS." 


•* TO DR. SAMCni. JOHNSON. 

” DEAR SIR, EdtiiVB:s:li.D<!«.dM7S:. 

I WAS made happy by your kind letter, which 
gave ns the agreeable hopes of seeing you in Scot- 
land again. 

*• 1 am much flattered by the concern you are 
pleased to take in my recovery. I am better, 
and hope to have it in my power to convince you 
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conid obtain some fuller information of Jortin, 
Markland, and Thirlby. They vrcrc three con- 
temporaries of great eminence.** 


“TO SIR JOSHUA RRYNOLDS. 

“DEAR SIR, 

“ I HEARD 3 'esterday of your late disorder, and 
should think ill of myself if I had heard of it 
\rithout alarm. 1 heard likewise of your reco- 
ver)*, which I sincerely wish to be complete and 
permanent. *Your country has been in danger of 
losing one of its brightest ornaments, and 1 of 
losing one of my oldest and kindest friends; but 
I hope you will still live long, for the honour of 
the nation: aud that more enjoyment of your 
cl^nce, your intelligence, and your benevo- 
lence is still reserved for, 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ Your most affectionate &c. 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

" BrisbUielnwlooe, Not. U, 

The Beverend Mr. Wilson having dedicated to 
him his “ Archaeological Dictionary,*’ that mark 
of respect was thus acknowledged : 

0 

“ TO THE lUBVEREND MR. WILSON, CLITIIEROE, 
LANCASHIRE. 

“ REVEREND SIR, 

“ That I have long omitted to retnm you thanks 
for the honour conferred upon me by your Dedi- 
cation, I entreat yon with great earnestness not 
to consider as more faulty than it is. A very im- 
portunate and oppressive disorder has for some 
time debarred me from the pleasures, and ob- 

K 2 
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emotioDS not very favourable to -tbe lady whose 
conduct occasioned it. • . 

In one of his memorandum-books I find, “ Snn- 
day, went to church at Streatham. TempXo vtde- 
dixi cum oscah” 

He met Sib'. Philip Metcalfe often at Sir Joshua 
R^nolds’s and other places, and was a good deal 
with him at Brighthelmstone this lantnmn, bein|^ 
pleased at once with his excellent table and ani- 
mated conversation. Sir. Metcalfe showed him 
great respect, and sent him a note that he might 
nave the use of his carriage whenever he.pleased. 
Johnson (3d October, 1782), retnmed this polite 
answer: — “Mr. Johnson is veiy much 'Obliged 
by the kind o£^ of the carriage, but he has no 
desire of using Mr. Metcalfe's carria^ except 
when he can have the pleasure of Sir. Metcalfe's 
company.** Mr. Metcalfe conld not but be highly* 
pleased that his company was thus valued by 
Johnson, and he frequently attended him in air* 
ings. They also went together to Chichester, 
and they visited Petworth and Cowdry, the v^ 
nerable seat of the Lords Montacute *. “ Sir 

(said Johnson), I should like to stay here ibnr 
and twenty hours. We see here how onr ances- 
tors lived.** 

That bis cnriosity wim still unabated . appears 
from two letters to Mr. John Nichols, of tbe 10th 
and 20th of October this year. In one he saySi 
“ I have looked into your * Anecdotes,* and you 
will hardly thank a lover of literary history for * 
telling yon that he has been much informed and 
gratified. I wish yon would add your own dis- 
coveries and intelligence to those of Dr. Rawlin- 
son, and undertake the Supplement to Wood. 
Think of it.*’ In the other, “ I wish, sir, you 

* [This Tcncnble nsnsioii bus since been totalij destnu*^ 
fiw. M.] 


JETAT. 74. DR. JOHNSON. 133 

.» “ 1 ‘ 

having bronglit an old maif of eighty-eight from a 
lonely cottage to a comfortable habitation within 
my endojinreSs where he had good neighbours 
near to him, — received an answer in February, 
of which 1 extract what follows : 

“I am delighted with yonr account of your 
activity at Anchinlecfc^ and wish the old gentle- 
man, whom yon have no kindly removed, may- live 
long to -promote yonr prosperity by his prayers. 
Ton have now a new character ana new duties; 
think on them and practise them. 

** Make an impartial estimate of your revenue, 
and whatever it is, live upon less. Kesolve never 
to be poor. Frugality is not only the basis of 
quiet, but of beneficence. No n ian can help Others 
that. wants help himself; we mnst have enough 
before we have to spare. 

" I am glad to find that Mrs. Boswell grows 
well; and hope, that, to keep her well, no care 
nor caution will be omitted. May you long live 
happ% together. ' . - 

. “when yon come hither, pray bring i^th you 
Baxters Anacreon^ I cannot get that edition in 
London 

■ On Friday, March 21, havina arrived in Lon- 
don the nieht before, I was glad to find him at 
Mrs. -Thra&s house, in Argyll Street, appear- 
ances of friendship between them bring still 
kept up. I was shown into his room, and after 
the first salutation, he said, “ 1 am glad you are 
come:-l am- very ill.” He looked pale, and was 
distressed with- a difficulty of breathing: but 
after the common inquiries he assumed his usual 
atrong animated- style of conversation. Seeing 
me now for -the- first time as a .Leardi or proprie- 

> [Dr. Johnaon ahonld aaom not to have aon At diUganfly fin- Bax- 
tci’a Anaonon, fbr than an two ddifiooa of that bobL and Ihqr an 
fhsqnlmlly finud in Bw London Salb Catalognoa. - BLJ . 
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structed .me'io .the dalies of life. The eeteem 
and kindness of wise and good men is one of the 
last pleasures which I can be content to lose; 
and gratitude to those from whom this pleasure 
is received is a duty of which 1 hope never to be 
reproached with the final n^lect. I therefore 
now return you thanks for toe. notice inhich I 
have received from yon, -and which I consider as 
giving to my name not only more bulk, but more 
weip;ut; not only as' extending its superficies, but 
as increasing its value. Your book was evi- 
dendy wanted, and will, 1 hop^ find its way into 
the school, to which, however, I do not mean, to 
confine it; for no 'man has so much skill in an- 
' dent rites and practices as not to want it As I 
suppose myself to owe part of your kindne^ to 
my excellent friend. Dr. Patten, he has likewise 
a just claim to my acknowledgment, which I hope 
you, sir, will transmit. There will soon appear 
a new edition of my * Poetical Biography;’ if ^ou 
will accept of a copy to keep me in your mind, 
be pleased to let me know how it may be cpn- 
veniently conveyed to yon. This present is small, 
but it is given with good will by, 

** REVEREND SIR, 

** Your most, &c. 

'* Sau. Johnson.*’ 

“ December 31, IT82." 

In 1783 he was more severely afflicted flian 
ever, as vi-ill- appear in the course of his corres> 
pondcncc; but still the same ardour for liters' 
ttire, the same constant piety, the same kindness 
for liis friends, and the same viyacitjr, both in 
conversation and writing, distinguished him. 

Having given Dr. Johnson a full account of 
what I was doing at Aucliinleck, and particularly 
incntioiieci what I knew would please liim,-''niy 
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raiced, there will not be reverence for those ap- 
pointed by the King.” 

His observation that the present royal family 
has no friends has been too ranch justified by 
the very ungrateful behaviour .of many who were 
nnder great obligations to his Majesty; at the 
same time there are honourable exceptions; and 
the very next year after tins conversation, and 
ever since, the King has had as' extensive and 
generous support as ever was given to any mo- 
narch, and has bad the satisfaction of knondng 
that he was more and more endeared to his 
people. 

^He repeat^ to me his verses on Mr. Level!, 
with an emotion which ga%'e them full effect; and 
then he was pleased to say, ** You must be as 
much with me as yon can. You have done me 
gpod. You cannot think how mudi better I am 
since yon came in.” 

He sent a message to acquaint Mrs. Thrale 
that I was arrived. I had not seen her since her 
husband’s death. She soon appeared, and fa- 
voured -me witli an invitation to stay to dinner, 
which I accepted. There was no other conmany 
but herself and three of her daughters, Dr. John- 
son and I. She too said she was very glad I was 
come, for she was going to Bath, and should have 
bera sorry to leave Dr. Johnson before I came. 
Hiis seemed to be attentive and kind ; .and I, who 
had not been informed of any chan^ imamned 
all to be as well as formerly. He was little in- 
clined to talk at dinner, and went to sleep after 
it; but when he joined us in the drawingroom' 
'he seemed revived, and was again himself. 

Talking of conversation, he said, " There must, 
in the first place, be knowledge, there must be 
materials ;-7<in the second place, there' must be .a 
command -of words; — in me third places there 




JETAT. 74. DR. JOHNSON. 137 

conversalioD, \rhicli never happened.” This al- 
luded to a story which 1 had repeated from that 
.'gentleman, to entertain Johnson with its wild bra- 
'Tado:.“This Johnson, mr (said he), whom you 
are aU afraid of, will shrink if yon come close to 
him in argument, and roar as loud as he. He 
' once .maintained the paradox that there is no 
beauty but in utility. * Sir (said I), what say you 
to the peacock’s tail, which is .one of. the most 
beautiful objects in nature .but would have as 
much, utility if its feathers were all of one colour. 
He felt what 1 thus produced, and had recourse 
to his usual expedient, ridicule; exclaiming, * A 
peacock .has a tail, and a fox has a tail ;* and then 
he. burst out into a laugh. — ^^Well, sir (said I, 
with a strong voice, looking him full in the face), 
yon have unkennelled your fox; pursue him if you 
dare.* . He had not a word to say, sir.” Johnson 
told me that this was fiction from beginning to 
end*. . . 

After musing for some time, he said, ** I wonder 
how.l should have any enemies; .for 1 do harm to 
nobody ^’* 'Boswell. Xu the first plac^ sir, you 
vi'ill be' pleased to recollect that you set out with 

■ 

* Were I to insert all Ihaaforiei which bvw been fold orconfesis 
boldto nmtalned widi Urn, insginai; Tictories obtidned over him, 
of redncing him to silence, and of nuiidnp him own that Us anta* 
goidst had the better of Um in argnment, my Tblnmes would swell 
to an imi^erate hhn. One instance, I Bnd, has drenlated both in 
conr^nOon and In print : that when he would not allow the Scotch 
writen to have meriC the late Dis Bose, of Chisiriok, asserted that he 
conld name one S cotch writer whom Dr. Johnson Umself would al* 
low to bare written better tbnaqy man of the age; and npon John- 
son^ asking who it was, answmed," Lord Bnte^whenhefflgnedtbe 
warrant Ibr yonr penrion.*’ T^n wUeb, Johnson, stxndi rrith the 
repartee, aeknowledged that tra war tree. WhenlmenUoneditto 
3winaon,"Slr(8iidheXif Bm saidtUs, Ineverhemil it." 

* This teOeoSon was Toy natnral'in a man of a good heart, who 
was noteonsdons ofaitjill will to manlrind,thonn the sharp sav- 
ings whioh were sdmeUmes pmdnced by bis dJserimiiiafion and vir^ 
dty, wUeh he perhaps did natTCCoHeef,weie^ 1 am afidd, too 
remembered wrth resentment. 
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GoTernrocnt, when (hose who had been long in 
opposition had attained to power, as it was sup- 
posed, against the inclination of the Sovereigns 
** Yon need not be uneasy (said this gentleman) 
about the King. He lauglis at them all; he plays 
tliem one against another.” Jouksok. ** Don’t 
think so, sir. The King is as much oppressed 
as a man can be. If he plays them one against 
another, he icins nothing.” 

1 had paid a visit to General Oglethorpe in the 
morning, and tras told by him that Dr. Johnson 
saw company on Saturday evenings, and he would 
meet me at Johnson's that night, \7hcn 1 men- 
tioned this to Johnson, not doubting that it would 
please him, as he had a great value for Ogle- 
thoipe, the fretfnlness of his disease unexpectedly 
showed itself; his anger suddenly kindled, and 
he said, with vehemence, *' Did not you tell him 
not to come ? Am I to be fiuated in this manner?’’ 
1 satisfied him that 1 could not divine that the 
visit would not be convenient, and tliat 1 certainly 
could not take it upon me of my onm accord to 
forbid the General. 

^ I found Dr. JohnSon in the evening in Mrs. Wil- ' 
liams's room, at tea and coffee with her and 
Mrs. Desmoulins, who were also both ill; it was 
a sad sceae^ and he was not in a very good hu- 
mour. He said of a performance that had lately 
come oat, *^Sir, if you should search all the mad- 
houses in England, you would not find ten men 
who would write so, and think it sense.” 

I was glad when General Oglethorpe’s arrival 
was announced, and we left the ladies. Dr. John- 
son attended him in the parlour, and was as cour- 
teous as ever. The Graeral said, he was busy 
reading the writers of the middle age. Johnson 
said they were very curious. Oglethorpe. **T]ie 
House of Commons has usurped the power of the 
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There was'in this discourse much uovelty, in- 

g enuity, and discrimination, such as is seldom to 
e found. . Yet I cannot help thinking that men 
of merits nrho have no success in life, may he for* 
given for lameniuig, if th^ are not allowed to 
eomjplain. They may consider it as hard that 
their merit should not have its suitable distinction-. 
Though there is no intentional injustice towards 
them on the part of the world, their merit pot 
having been percdved, .foey may yet repine 
against fortune, or fate, or by wnatOTer n^e 
they choose to call the supposed mythological 
power of Deetimf. It has, however, occurred to 
me, as a consolatory thought, that men pf merit 
should consider thus: — ^How much harder would 
it be,' if the same persons had both all the merit 
and all the prosperity. Would not this he a mi- 
serable distribution for the poor dunces? Would 
men of merit-exchange their intellectual superio- 
rity, and theenjoyments arising from it, for external 
distinction and the pleasPres of wealth? If they 
would no^ let them not envy others,^ who are 
poor, where they are rich, a compensation which 
u made to them. Let them look inwards and be 
satisfied ; recollecting with conscious pride what 
Virgil finely says of the Coryciua Senex, and which 
I have, in another place^ with truth and sincerity 
applied to Mr. Burke : 


** R^pm mquAn apu mimt," , 

On the subject of the right employment of 
wealth Johnson observed, " A man cannot make 
a bad use of his money, so for as r^;ards society, 
if he do not hoard it ; for if he either spends it or 
lends it out, society has the benefit, it is in ge- 
neral better to spend money than to give it away; 

* Letter to the People of Scotland against the Attempt to diminish 
tiio Number of the Lords of Session, 1785. 
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tioned, and which he really did make to him* 
was only a blunder in emphasis: — *I wonder 
they should call your liordship Malagridat ibr. 
Malagrida wu a very good man — mrant; 1 won- 
der they should use Malagrida. as a term of ra- 
proach.” 

Soon after this time 1 had an opportunity of 
seeing, by means of one of bis friends, a proof that 
his tsdents, as' well as his obliging service to au- 
tbours, were ready as ever. He had revised 
“ The Yill^e,” an admirable poem, by die Reve-' 
rend Mr. Crabbe. Its sentiments as to the false 
notions of rustick happiness and rustick virtue 
were quite congenial with his own;. and be had 
taken the trouble not only to suggest slight coiS 
rections and variations, but to furuish'some lines, 
when he ‘ thought he could give the 'writer^s 
meaning better than in the words of the manu- 
sc^t*. 

On Sunday, March 30, 1 found him at home in 
the evening, and had the pleasure to meet with 
Dr. Brocklesby, whose reading, and knowledge 
of life, and good spirits supply him with a never 

* I Bfaall riTa.on instance, maiking the original hy Homan, and 
Johnson's snwsUtntion in Italick obaiioten : 

« la (Unr soenes, where peaceftal plenanres spring, 
ntyras, the piide of Mantnan swains, might sing; 

But charmed by him, cr smitten with bis Tiows; 

Shidl modem poets court the Sfantnan mnsoi 
From 'nrutt aid Natne shall we widely atray. 

Where Eanqy l^s, or Yiigil led the wnyl” ■ 
•‘MJUouu'tioKif.manKr’tinKtmitrg^ 
jyTltjpiu/omdtie galiem ^ i^gm, 
MtiHOamlHriiaufiMmiHg intmmbHg, 

XhduauXadatt of At JUndttH nwrr 
FVom Thith and Nature ahailwe widely stray, 

Wkm'Virf^ not eriere Fioiqf, badr At my 7" 

Here are find Jobnsonls poetical and criUcal powers nndiminlshed. 

1 mna^ however, otaervo, that the aids be gavo to this poem, as to 
" The Travdier” and ** DeserM Vninge" of Goldsmith, were m 
small as by no means to impair the distiogniahed merit of the 
anthonr. 
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for industry is more promoted by spending money 
than by giving it away. A man who spends his 
money is sure he is doing good with it: he is not 
so sure when he gives it away. A man who 
spends ten thousand a year will do more good 
than a man who spends two thousand and gives . 
away eight.** 

In the evening I came to him again. He was 
somewhat fbetfiiT from his illness. A gentleman 
asked him whetlier he had been abroad to*day. 
**I)on*t talk so childishly (said he). Yon may as 
well ask if I hanged myself to-day.** 1 mentioned 
politicks. Johnson. ** Sir, Td as soon -have a 
man to break my bones as talk to me of pnblick 
atfairs, internal or external. 1 have lived to sec 
things all as bad as the^ can be.** 

living mentioned bis friend, the second Lord 
Sonthww, he said, ** Lord Southwell was the 
highest bred man without insolence that 1 ever 
was in company with ; the most qwdUied I ever 
saw. Loiri Orrery was not dignifira ; Lord Ches- 
terfield. was, but he was insofent. Lord ********* 
is a man of coarse manners, but a man of abilities 
and information. 1 don*t say he is a man 1 would 
set at the head of a nation, though perhaps he 
may be as good as the next Prime Minister that 
comes; but -he is a man to be at the head of a 
Club ^ — 1 don*t say our Club for ihere*8 no such 
Club.** Boswell. ** Bnt, sir, was he not once a 
EkHoos man?** Johnson. “O yes, sir; as ftc- 
tious a fellow as could be found ; one who was 
for sinking, us all into the mob.** Boswell. 
“ How, then, sir, did he get into favour with the 
KingF* Johnson. " Because, sir, 1 suppose he 
promised the King to do whatever toe King 
pleased.'* 

He said, "Goldsmith's blundering speech to 
Lord Shelburne, which has been so often men- 
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which we see Swift -kept ia London, -for 'itcou- 
tains sl^ht topicks, and it-mightsoon be written.” 

1 praised the accuracy of an acconnt-book of a 
lady whom^ 1 mentioned. Johnson. “ Keeping 
accounts, sir, is .of no use when.a man-is spend-' 
ing his own moneyj-and.bas nobody, to whom, he 
is- to. account. You wdn*t eat less- beef torday^ 
because yon have written down what it .cost yes- 
terday.” 1 mentioned another -lady who thought 
as he did, so that her husband cOuld not get her 
to keep an account of the- expense of the family, 
as she thought it enoi^h that she never exceeded 
the sum allowed her.- Johnson., Sir, it is .fit 
she should keep an account, -because her biis^ 
band wishes it; but 1 do not see its -use.” - -1 
maintained that keeping an account has this ad- 
vantage, that- it satisfies a man that his money 
has not been lost or stolen, which he might some- 
times be apt to. imagine, were the^ no written 
state of his expense; and besides, a calculation 
of economy so as not to exceed one’s income 
cannot be made without a view of the different 
articles in figares, that, one may see how to 're- 
trench. in some particulars less- necessary than 
others. This he did not attempt to answer. 

Talking of an acquaintance of our% whose nam 
ratives, which abounded in curions and interest* 
.ing. topicks, were unhappily fionhd to be very ib- 
bidous; I mentioned Lora Mansfield’s having 
said to me, “ Suppose we believe one kalf of 

p^jaxpondtoojrMwbiohliidiievsrraoeiTcd Biwplfluiirafironifha 
Hew ney be rnsonably donbted: tbqr bm^ bowever, eome.odd 
■ttreetione: the leader, nodiiwflreqiieatiDeiitiiui of Bameewbfaib be 
hae been need to ooueider ai imponw^ goes on in hme of infonnar - 
lion; and,,aB there isnotbingio nHgaeattentibn,irheu diaappoiated 
he eap hardly, oonmiain.'* . . 

It may be'addeilQ that the reader not onW hqiee^o Sndi b.nt does 
Sod, in fMe very entertaining Jonnia^ nmen enione infimnaSon re* 
apaoUng penone and thinge wbiob he erill in.yain eaek ibr in other 
iiooke ofthe eame period. Af.] 
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■feiliog source.of .couven3adon.‘-'fie'iiieDtioiied a 
respectable igeptleman, who . became ^tremely 
peaurioQS near- the .close of - bis life. • Johnson 
■said there. must have been, a de^e of madn^s 
about him. . “ Not -at all, sir (said Dr. Brockles- 
by), his- judgment was ^lire." .Unlnckily,' how- 
ever, he mentioned 'that although be bad a fortune 
of twenty-seven thousand pounds, he denied- him- 
sdf many comforts, from an ^prehension that he 
■could not afibrd thefo. ..**Nay,.sir (cried John- ^ 
son), when the. judgment is. so disturbed that a 
man cannot count, that is pretty-well.'* - - 
I sliall-here insert a few of Johnson's sayings 
-without the formality of dates, as they have no 
.reference to any particular time or place. ■ 

. ** The mOre a man extends and varies his ac- 
quaintance the better." This, however, was meant 
with a just restriction; for, he on another -occar 
sioh said to me, ** Sir, a.man may be so much -.of 
-.everything, that be is notbingtof any thing." 

Raising the wages of day labourers is wrong ; 
for it does not make them live better, .bnt only 
makes.them idler, and idleness is a very bad thing 
. for human nature." 

** It is a very good .custom to keep a journal 
■for a man's own use; he may write upon a card a 
day all that is necessary to be written, after he 
.has had experience of life. At first foere is a 
■,^at deal to be written, bfoanse there is a great 
deal of novelty; bnt when once a man has.set- 
. tied his opinions, there is seldom much to be set 
down." 

“There is nothing wonderful in die Journal* 

* rin hbUrooTSwIR ho tiina speaks of this JonnMl: 

" In the midst of his power and us politioks, ho kept d Journal of' 
his^its, his walks, his intendows with nuidst^and i|uamls.with 
his serrant, and tnusmitted it to Mis. Johnson andMiB.Dingley,to' 
whom hh knew that whatorer befell him ^ras interesUne, ana no ao- 
Gonnt oonld bo toq ndnnte. Whother these diurnal trifln wen pro- 

VOL. IV. L • ■ 
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assembly is a knack. Now I honour Thurlow, 
sir; Thnrlow is a fine fellow; he iairly puts his 
mind to yours.” 

After repeating to him some of his pointed, 
lirely sayings, 1 said, "It is a pity, sir, you don’t 
always remember yonr own, good things, that you 
may have a laugh when you will.” Johnson. 
“ Nay, 9 ir, it is bett^ that I fojget them, that I 
may be reminded of tiiem, and have- a langh on 
their beine ‘brought to my recollection.” 

When I recalled to him his having said as we 
sailed up Lochlomonid, "That if he wore any 
'tiling fine, it should be fine;” I observed that 
'all h^'dioughts were upon a great scale. John- 
;soN. " Defend ‘upon i^ Sir, every man will have 
as fine a thing as he can get; as large a diamond 
for hip ring.” Boswell. "Pardod me, sir :- a 
man of a narrow mind will not think of i^ a sljgbt 
trinket mil satisfy him: 

* Iho qjuatm^aru 

I told him I should send him some " Essays’*’ 
which I had written*, which' I hoped he would 
be so good as to read and pick out the good ones. 
Johnson. " Nay, sir, send me only the good 9 nes; 
don’t make me pick them.” 

1 heard him once i^y, '** Though tlie proverb 
* Nidhm mmm oites/, si sU prvdeatia^ does not 
always* prove true, we may be certain of the, con- 
verse of it, NvJ^m numen adest, ri sit imprvr 
dlniiia.” 

Once, when Mr. Seward was going to Bath, 
and asked his commands, he said, " Tell Dr. Har* 
rington that I wish he would publish another vo- 
lume of the * IfvgtB it is a very pretty 

* [Under thsUtle of “ThsHypocondriaolc.*' M.] 

> It hae alnoe nppeued. 
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Avhat he tells." ' JojassoN.. “Ay; but \Fe. don’t 
' knoir toAicA half to believe. ' By his lying we lose 
not only onr reverence- for him, bnt all comfort in 
his cpnversation.”- Boswbll. “May we npt take 
it as amosing fiction?* Johnson. “ Sir, the jnis- 
fortane is, that yOn will- insensibly .believe as 
mnch of it as yon incline to bdieve." 

It is remarkable that, notwithstanding, their 
congeniality jn politick^ he never was acquainted 
with a late - eminent .noble judges whom 1 haye 
heard speak of him ais a wiit^, with great respect. 
Jofinson, I know not upon what d^^e of invesr 
tigation, entertained no exalted opinion of his 
lordship’s intellectnal ch^cter. Talking of 
him to me one day, he said, “ It is wondmnl, 
w, with how little real snperioiity of mind men 
can make an eminent fignre in pablick life.” He 
expressed himself to the same purpose concern-, 
ing another law lord, who, it seems, once took a 
fancy to associate with the wits of London ; bnt 
with so little success, that Foote said, “ What 
can he mean by coming among ns? He -is not 
dnly dnll himself^ but the cause of dulness in 
others.” Trying him by the test of bis colloquial 
lowers, Johnson had found him very defective. 
He once said to' Sir Joshua Beynuds, “This 
man now has been ten yemrs about town, and has 
made nothing of it; meaning as a companion’. 
He imid to me, “ 1 never heard any thing' firom - 
him in company that was at all striking; and de* 
pend upon it^'sir, it is when you come close to a 
man in conversation, that yon discover what his 
real abilities are: to make a speech in. a pnblick 

7 Knowing a* veil as I do what nieddon and oromtan 

his LonbUo can displiw, 1 cannot ontsnspeet that ms nnfiwonnblo 
appearanco u a socSal mnde, wUoh drew sodh animadvnrioos upon 
lui^ most be oirii^to a cdU affeotsAm oreonaeqnenee, fton bring 
nsorcd and sfiiC If it ha so, and ho ndg^t be an agie^ie man if 
ha wonhifwacannot besanj thatho nisieshiaaini. 

l2 
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his intellects. If a younff or middle aged man, 
%rhen leaving a company, does not recollect where 
he laid bis hat, it is nothing; but if the same iu> 
attention is discovered in an old mau^eople will 
shrug up their shoulders, au^ say, * His memory 
is going.*” 

When I once talked to him of some of the say- 
ings which every body repeats but nobody knows 
where to find, such as.-Quor Bbus vult perderet 
prius deawitat; he told me that he was once o^ 
feted tea guineas to point out from whence 
insaniaimus omnes was taken. He could not do 
it; but many years afterwards met with it ‘by 
chance in Johannes JBaptista Mantuanus*. 

1 am very sorry that 1 did not take a note of an 
eloquent aigument in which he maintained ^at 
the situation of Prince of Wales was the happiest 
of any person*8 in the kingdom, even beyond that 


* [TSe wards oceiir (os Mr. Bindlojr absenres to ao) in the Flat 
Eclogno of Mantuanus, Us kmuttQ Auun, &e. 

/deasummeawAuH; MswfMmifBMuiroBHMtr. 

With tho Ihllowinip alueidalioo of tbo other rngioB—Omt J}eiu & 
should mtUar be-^c» JupjMr J raft jftrdm,mn Awiewtat— Mr. 
Boswell was Ibmiabed hr Mr. Hicfaanl How, orApsI^, in Bedlbid- 
diii^ os Gomninnieatcd to that mtlenan bj Ins friend Mr. John 
Fitts, lata Rcotor oTOreat Briekbill, in Baekinghanabin: 

" Perhaps no scrap of Latin wbatoter has bm more quoted than 
this- It ocoaaionnilj fails eren from those who an acmpnfains even 
to pedantiy in their Latiuity, and wilt not admit a word into their 
compositions, which has not the sanction ofthe first age. The word 
drnaifeis of no anthority, ritber as a verb netive or neater.— Afrcr 
a long aeareb fbr the pnipoae of deciding a bet, some gentlemen of 
Camundge fonnd it among the fragmento of Eniijridea^ in what edi* 
Uon X do not leeolleot, where it Is i^ven as a translation of a Greek 
lambiclc : 

Ov eras JAtt onkww epM/ omppnw. 

The above scrap was ibnnd in the handwriting of a snidde of fluldiM 
Sir D. O. some yean lying on the table of the room where he 
had destroyed UmselC TheanieidewasamanorelBsaIealaequire> 
ments: Im left ao ojUier paper behind him.” 

Another of these proverbial sayings— 

/aa'dfr la Segtkm, eaptimt idUtn (SarykSmt 
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book/.” Mr. Seward seconded this w^h, apd 
reqommended, to Dr. Harrington to dedicate .it 
to Johnson, and take for his motto what Gatujlus 
says to GorneUus Nepos : 

** ■ ■ ■ namquc ht uMai, 

Meat me i^qmdpatare kuou.'* 

As a small proof of his kindliness and delicacy 
of feeling, the following circumstance may be 
mentioned. One evening when we were in the 
street together, and 1 told him 1' was going to sup 
at Mr. Beauc1edk*8, he said, ** 1*11 go wiUi yod. 
After having walked part of the way, seeming to 
recollect something, he suddenly stopped and 
said, " 1 cannot go, — ^but I do not love JBeauderk 
the less." 

On the frame of his portrait Mr. Beanclerk had 
inscribed,.' ‘ 

** — ■ — J^gviuiwi iageat 
laeidta ktet hoe tai cwporv.*' 

I • 

After Mr. Beauclerk’s death, when it- became 
Mr. Laugton*s property, be made the inscription 
be de&ced. Johnson said complacently, “ It 
was kind in you to take it off;” and then, after a 
short pans^ 'added, ** and not unkind in him to 
put it on.” 

. He said, ** How few of his friends* houses 
would a man choose to be at when he is sick 1” 
He mentioned one or .two. I recollect only 
Thrale's. 

He observed, **' There is a wicked inclination 
in'inost people to suppose an old man decayed in 

* [A D8W aiid|inia.lW improved edition of fbiB vero oarioue eollootiou 
vras published by 'Mr. Parie in 180A in two volumes, ootavo. In 
this edition the lettois are ehnmologiMly arranged, and tbo aoeount 
of the Bishops, which was fiirmeriy printed from a very eoirnpt copy, 
is taken Ikom Sir John HorrinKton's originai mannaoript, wnidh he 

E rcsontod to Henry, Princo of \Valcs, ami is now in the Royai LU 
raiy in tho Mnseum. M.] • 
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ance. of people id'^aotiDg the authority of 
Dukes and Lords as having been in 'their com- 
pany} be said, he went to the other .extreme^ and 
did. not mention his authority when: he should 
have done it, had.it not been that of a Duke or- 
a Lord.- ' . . . 

Dr. Goldsmith said once to Dr. Johnson, -that 
he. wished for some additional members to- the 
Litebaby Club, to give itsn agreeable variety; 
for (said' he), there can now 'be nothing new 
among us : we have travdled. over one another's 
minds. Johnson seemed a little angry, and said; 
“ Sir, yon have not travelled over my mind, I pro- 
. mise yon.” Sir Joshua, however, thought Grold- 
smith -right; observing, ..that. ** when people have 
lived a great .deal together, they kno,w what-each 
pf them will say on every subject. A new under- 
standing, ther^ore, is desirable; because though 
it may only furnish the same sense- upon a ques- 
tion which would have been fhmished by those 
with whom iwe. are. accustomed to liv^ -yet this 
sense will have a different colouring; and colonr- - 
ing is of .much effect in every thing else as well 
as in pitting.” 

Johnson used to say, that be made it a constant 
rule to talk as well as he could both as to senti- 
ment and expression, by which means, what had 
been originally e£R)rt became familiar and easy. 
The consequence of this. Sir Joshua observed, 
was, that his common conversation in all compa- 
nies was such as. to secure him universal atten- 
tion, as something above the usual colloquial 
style was expected. 

onluities pointed ont:— BiDss Honter, n niece of his Oiend Chitato- 
pher Smart, when a rm joang- stniok hy his eztiaordinaiy 
. motions, sdd to him, " Pray, Dr. Johnson, wira do yon make snch 
' Btrange gestarear’ — *'Kom -had haUt Qie lepued^ Do yon, my 
doar, take care to gnaid against had baUts.” TUs 1 was tmd by the 
young lady’s brother at jlfaigate. 
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of the Sbvecei^. 1 recollect only — ^the enjoy- 
ment of hope^-r-tbe high superionty of rank with- 
out the aqxious cares of government,— a 
great degree, of power,. both from 'natural influ- 
ence, wisely used, and from the sanguine expecta- 
tions of those who look forward to the chance of 
future favour. . ■ 

,..Sir Joshua Reynolds communicated to me the 
^iloxying particulars : 

■ 'Johnson thought the poems published as frans- 
lations from Ossian had so little, merit that he 
said, */Sir, a man might write such stuff for ever 
if he .\vould abandon his mind to it." 

He said, “ A. man diould pass a part of his 
time with tiM.Umghen, by which means any thing 
ridicnlons or particular about him m^ht be pre- 
sented to his .view, and corrected." f observed, 
be jmnst have been a bold laugher who would 
have ventured .to tell Dr. Johnson of any of his 
particulwties’. 

. Having .observed the vain ostentations import- 

1 some jean ago, ink Note on apiiMigaio "The Merahant Ve- 
nlb^* tnoed to its soaiaoL It ocoim (with a a^ght variation) in the 
“ Aloxandnia*' of Fhiiip Goaldar (a pootofthe tUitwnitb oentnij), 
wbioh was printed at bjons in 166& Darins is the penon ad- 
dressed:. 

■ • » 

— r- Qnb tsndls inectem; 

Bex perito're^ ftagam? nesois, heal perdite, nesds 
Qnem hastes inooiris domitairia hdMem; 

Aeidit n apin* eihov-GSiai^dua. 

The anthonr of this line 'was fint asoertained hy Galleottns Mar- 
tins, who died in 143SB|,aa is observed in "MenagianB,” vol. iii. p, 
180. ettt ITORr— For an aooonnt of Philip Gnaltior, see " Vasdns oe 

Poet: Latin.” ^ SH ibL 1607. 

A lin e not Im &eqaontlj quoted than aqj of flie preoafiw, was 
anggested Ibr inqniij severai jean ago, in a Note on "The lupe of 
Lnereoei” 

Sblonea intMTir weiiw tehnne ridnifs — 

Bnt the anthonr of this verse has no^ I bdievojlieendisaoveired. M.] 
* 1 am happj, howaTai;‘to mention a pleadng hutaneo of his en- 
during with great gentlenm to bear one of bis most striking parti- 
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-very remarkable. ■ Of his.jpower io this respect, 
our common friend, Mr. Windham,, of Norfolk, 
has been pleased to furnish me with an eminent 
instance. . However, unfavourable to Scotland, he 
uniformly gave liberal praise to George Buchanan 
' • as' a..wnter. . In* a conversation concerning -.the 
literary merits .df th'e two, countries,- in which 
Buchanau'was introduced, a Scotchman, imagin- 
ing that on this ground he should have an un- 
doubted triumph over him, exclaimed, “ Ah>- Dr. 
Johnson, what would you have said ofBuchanan 
had he been an Englishman?** — Why, sir fsaid 
Johnson, after a lime pause),- 1 should- not have 
said of Buchanan, had he been- an St^luhman, 
what 1 will now say'of him as a Seotehnumt — ^that 
he .was the only man of gehius his connt^ ever 
produced.** ... 

• ‘And this brings to my recollection another in- 
stance of the same nature. 1 once reminded him 
that when Dr. Adam Smith was exfiatiatiug on 
the beauty of Glasgow, he had cut him short by 
saying, ** Fray, sir, have you ever seen Brentford r 
and I took the liberty to add, ** My. dear. sir, 
surely that was shocking ” — *' Why, then, sir (he 
replira), YOU have never seen Brentford.** 

. ’Though his usud ph^e for conversation was 
ialkt yet he made a distinction; for when he once 
told me that he dined the day before at a friend’s 
house, with ** a very pretty company ;** and 1 asked 
him if there was good conversation, he answered, 

" No, sir; we had ttdk enough, but no conversa- 
tion j there was nothing discus^” 

'Inking of the success of the Scotch in Lon- 
don, he imputed it in a considerable degree m 
their spirit of nationality. ** You know, sir (said 
he), that no Scotchman publishes a hook, or has 
a play brought upon the stage, but there are five 
hundred people ready to applaud him.” . 
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Yet, though' Johnson had tins, habit in coaipft% 
u'y, 'when another mode .was necessary,' -in- . order- 
to investigate truths he could descend to a' lan- 
guage, intelligible to the meanest capacity. -An 
instaVice of this- was witnessed by Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, when they were present at an examina-^ 
tion of a little blackguard ooy, 'by Mr. Saimdei:s 
Welch, the .late -Westminster Justice. ^ Welch, 
who imagined that he was exaldng himself in 
Dr. Johnson’s eyes by nsin^ big- words,* spoke in a 
manner that was utterly unintelligible to the boy; 
Dr. Johnson, -perceiving it, addressed himself to' 
the boy, and changed the pompous phraseology 
into colloquial language. Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
who was much amused by this procedure, which' 
seemed a’ kind. of reversidg of what might have 
been expected from the two men, took notice of 
it to Dr. Johnson as they walked away by them- 
. selves. Johnson 8aid,_diat it was continually the 
case : and that he waslolways obliged to translate 
the Justice’s swelling diction (smiling), so as that 
his meaning might be understood by the* vulgar, 
from, whom information 'was to be obtained. 

Sir Joshua once observed to him, that he had 
talked above the capacity of some people with 
whom th^ had been in company toother.- <*No 
matter, sir (said Johnson); they consider it as a 
Gomphment to be talked to, as if they were wiser 
than they are. So true u this, sir, that Baxter 
made it a rule, in eveiy- sertnou that he preached, 
to' say something. that was above the capacity of 
his andienceV - 

Johnson’s dexterity in retort, when he seemed to 
be driven to an extremity by his adversary, was 

f Tha jiutnen oftUa nmaifc ia oonfinned by the fbllowinE'stoiy,' 
fiir wbiob I am indebtad to Lord Eliot: A oonntiy Paxaon, vaa 

raiwkable for qooSog aomps of Latin in bia aarmona, having 
one of bin paiiamneia wu aaked how be liked bia aaoaeaaor: *'Ue 
ia a veiy good pronober {wa8.hia anawer;^ but no bliner.** 
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whose works show a sublimity of genius, and 
who is esteemed by all who know him for his so- 
cial, hospitable, and generous qualities, submit- 
' ted the manuscript of his " Chinese Architecture”- 
to Dr. Johnson's perusal. Johnson was much 
pleased with it, and said, ** It wants no addition 
nor correction, but a few lines of introduction 
which he furnished, and Sir William adopted’. . 

He said to Sir William Scott, “The age is 
running mad after innovation ; and all the busi- 
ness of the world' is to be done in a new way; 
men are to be hanged iu a new way; Tyburn' it- 
self is not safe from the fury of innovation.*’ It 
baying been argued that this was an improve- 
ment — “ No, sir (said he^ eagerly), it is not an 
improvement: they object, that the old method 
drew, together a n umber of spectators. Sir, ex&r 
ciitions are intended to draw spectators. ■ If they 
dq not draw spectators, they don’t answer their 
purpose. The old method was most satisfoctory 
to all parties ; the publick was gratified by a pro- 
cession; the criminal was supported by it. Why 
is all this to be swept away T* 1 perfectly agree 
with Dr.'Johnson upon this head, and am per- 
suaded that executions now, the solemn proces- 
sion being discontinued, have not nearly the efiect 

the most exempt ihun pi^adloes that eTor wee written on that sol- 
enceb"— Pnfiice to ** AMdaUt m 

* The intradnptoi; linen are these: “It is dilBonlt to avoid prais- 
ing too iittie or too mnoh. The bonndiess panegyrioks whidi have 
been larished upon the Chinese leaning, polioy, and arts show with 
what power novm^ attiaots regard, and how naturally esteem swells 
into admiratiou. 

“ I am fkr fkom iiwiiriiig to be nombered among the exaggeraloni 
of Chinese exeellenco. 1 condder them as groat, or wise, only in 
oomparison with the nations that snnonnd them ; and have no inten- 
tion to piaoo them in competition cither with tiieanoionts or with tho 
moderaa of this part of the world; yettbsy most be allowed toolaim 
onr notice as a distinot and vaj sugnlar race of men: as the iiibn- 
Utante of a region divided by its situation firom all civilised eoniH 
tries, who have formed tbdr own manners and invented their own 
arts without tho assistance of example.'' 
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He gave much praise to his friend Dr. Biime;^s 
elegant and entertaining tri^v.els, and 'told Mr. 
Sevrard that' he had them in -his eyeTrhen writing 
his “Journey to &e Western Islands of Scotland.** 

■ ■ Such was his sensibility, and -so much was he 
affected by pathetick poetry, that, when he was 
reading Dr. Beattie*8 “ Hermit,** in my presence, 
it brought tears-into his eyes^ 

' He msapproved much of mingling real facts 
with fiction. On this account he censured, a book 
entitled “ Love and Madness.** 

- Mr. Hoole-told him he was bom in Modrfields, 
and had received part of his early instruction in 
Grub Street. “ Sir (said Johnson, smiling^, you 
have, been educated.** Having asked 

who was his instructor, and Mr. -Hoole having 
answered, “My uncl^ sir, who was a tailor;* 
Johnson, recollecting himsdf, said, “ Sir, I knew 
him ; we call^ him the metapbydcal Uaior, He 
was of .a club in Old Streep with me and Gieoige 
• Psalmanazar, and some^ others : but pray, sir, 
was' he a good tailor?**' Mr.-Hqole having an- 
swered, that he believed be was too mathematical, 
and used -to draw squares and triangles on his 
shopbomrd, so that be did not excd in the cut of 
a coatv^“ 1 am sorry for it (said Johnson)^ fi)r 1 
wpuld have every mao to be master of his own 
business.** 

lqpleas.ant reference to himself and Mr. Hoole, 
as brother authours, be often said, “Jjet you and 
■1, sir, TO together and eat a beefsteak in Grub 
Street.* 

Sir William Gbambers, that great architect*, 

* rrhs puUimUur punga whioh excited thie stronir emotion vnu, 
as Inavelieant ilroia mj nther, the third stann, ** 'Tis i^t,” &e. 
I’.B.-r-O.J 

* no Uonontable Horaoe Waipole, iate Earl of Oiflnd, «»im 
bears testimony to this cantleman’s merit as a vriter : " Mr. Cham- 
bon's ‘Troato on CWirArohiteotiuo^ is tho most sensible bMk, and 
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slowly and distinctly, but to take the trouble of 
spelling' them; a practice' which I have often fol- 
lowed ; and which I wish were general. 

Such was the heat and irritability of his blood, 
that not only did he pare his nails to the quick ; 
but scraped the joints of- his' fingers with a pen- 
"kuife till they seemed quite red and raw. 

The heterogeneous composition of human na- 
ture was remarkable esemj^ified in Johnson. . His 
liberality in giving bis money to persons in dis- 
tress was extraordinary. -Yet there lurked about 
him a propensity to paltry, saving; One day I 
owned to him that "1 was occasionally troubled 
with a fit of luwrowness” “ ^^2* 
so am I. But Ido not tell it,** He has now and 
then borrowed a shilling of me;'aud when 1 asked 
hiin for jt again, seemed to be rather ont of hu- 
mour. A droll little circamstance once occur- 
red : As if be meant to' reprimand my minute 
exactness as a creditor, be thoe addressed me;r-^ 
M -Boswell, hnd me sixpence — not to be repaid.** 

This great man’s attention to small thinra was. 
very remarkable. As an instance of it, he one 
day said to me, ** Sir, when you get silver in 
change for a guinea, look carefully at it; you 
may find some carious piece of coin.” - 

Though a stern tmwtm JBngluhman, and fully 
prejudiced against all other nations, he had dis- 
cernment enough to see, and candour enough' to 
censure, the cold reserve too common among 
Englishmen towards strangers : ** Sir (said he), 
two men of any other nation who are shown into 
a room toother, at a house where they are both 
visitors, will immediately find some conversation. 
But two Englishmen wUl probably |po each to a 
different window, and remain in obstinate silence. 
Sir, we as yet do not enough understand the 
common r^hts of humanity.” 
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'which they formeriy had. Magistrates, both in 
London and elsewhere, have, 1 am afraid, in this 
had too much regard to their own ease. 

Of Or. Hurd, Bishop of Worcester, Johnson 
said to a friend,— “ Hurd, sir, is one of a set of 
men who account for every thing systematically;, 
for instancy it has been a fashion to wear scarlet 
breeches; these men would tell you that, accord- 
ing to causes and effects, no other wear could at 
&at time ha.ve been chosen.** He, however, said 
of him at another time to the same gentleman, 
"Hurd, sir, is a man whose acquaintance is b' 
valuable acquisition.** 

* That learned and ingenious Prelate it is well 
^own published, at one period of his life^ “ Mo- 
ral and Politic&d Dialogues,** with a wofuUy 
whi^sh cast. Afterwards his Lordship, havibg 
thought better, came to see his errour, and re- 
published the work with a more constitutional 
spirit. -Johnson, however, was unwilling to allow 
him full'credit for his political conversion. I re- 
member, when bis Lordship declined the honour^ 
of being Archbishop of Canterbury, Johnson said/ 
'**1 am glad be did not go to Lambeth; for, after 
'all,.l fear he is a Whig m his heart.** 

Johnson's' attention to precision and clearness 
in expression was veiy remarkable. He disap- 
prove of a parenthesis; and, 1 believe, inwall his 
voluminous writings not half .a dozen of them will 
be found. He never used the phrases tlw fom^r 
and t/ie latter', having observed, that they often 
'occasioned obscurity; he therefore contrived- tb 
construct his sentences so as not to have occasion 
for them, and would even rather repeat the same 
words in o^er to avoid theih. Nothing 'is more ' 
'common tfaan.to mistake surnames when we hear 
them cardessly uttered for the drst time. To 
prevent this, he used not only to'pronounce them 
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Once,' wbeu checkrag^ my boasting, too fre- 
quentlyof myself in company, he said to me — 
** Boswell, you often vaunt so much as to pro- 
voke ridicule. You pot me in mind of a man 
wbo was standing in the kitchen of an inn with 
bis back to the firte, and thus accosted the person 
next him : * Do you know, sir, who I am 
* -No, sir (said tlie other) 1 have not that advan- 
tage.’ — * Sir (said he) 1 am the grmt Twalmley, 
who invented the New Floodgate Iron V ” The 
Bishop of Killaioe, on my repeating the stoiy to 
him, -defended Twalmley,' by observing that he' 
was entitled to the epithet ofevea^,' for Viigil in 
■his group of worthies in the Elysian fields — 

BievuouucipKtrumpygittmiamtktrapauis 
mentions ' 

JhMHUtmaqui^amexa^unferartet. 

He was pleased to say to me one morning 
when we were left alone in his stndy, “ Boswell, 
I think I am easier with you than with almost 
any body." • 

He would not allow Mr. David Hume any 
credit for his political principles, though similar 
to bis own ; saying of him, ” Sir, he was a Tory 
by chance." 

■ .His acute observation of human life made him 
remark! ** Sir, there is nothing by which a man 
exasperates most people more than by displaying 
a snperiour ability of brilliancy in conversanon. 
They seem pleased at the time; but their envy 
makes 'them curse him at their hearts.” 

My readers will probably be surprised to brer 
that the great Dr. Johnson could amuse himself 


* What tha-miBt Twnlmley wa» wo jurond of bavins 

wan anther mon nor l«w thu a kind of box iron ftr Bmaotmng 
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.Johnson was,- at a certain period of his life^ a 
good deal wi& the £arl of Shelburne now Mbp> 
quis of liansdown, as he- doubtless could not but 
have a due. value for that nobleman's activity of 
mind and uncommon acquisitions of important 
knowledge,, however much he m^ht disapprove 
of o&er parts of bis Lordship's character, which 
were widely different from his own. 

Morice Moigann, Esq. authour of the very in- 

g enions “.Essay on the^ Character of FalstaffV 
eing a particular friend of his Lordship, had 
once an opportunity of entertaining Johnson for a 
day or two at Wycombe, when its Lord was ab- 
sent, and by him 1 have been frivoured with two 
anecdotes. 

One is not a little to the credit of Johnson's 
candour. Mr. Moij^n and he bad a dispute 
pretty late, at night, in which Johnson would not 
give up, though he had the wrong sid^ and, in 
shqr^ noth kept the field. Next morning, when^ 
they met in the breakfasting room. Dr. Johnson' 
accosted Mr. Moigann thus; “ Sir, I have been 
thinkmg on our dispute .last night-^lTou were t» 
tlw ligW*' 

■The other was as follows: Johnson, for sport 
perhaps, or finm the spirit of contradiction, ea- 
gerly maintained that Derrick bad merit as a 
^tw. Mr. Morgann aigued with him directly 
in vain. .At lengdi he had recourse to this device. 
“ Pray, sir (said he), whether do you reckon Der- 
rick or Smart the best poet?” Johnson, at once 
felt himself roused ; and answered, “ Sir, there is 
no settling the point of precedency between a 
louse and a flea.” 

> JaliiiSonbfliivukadlii8opiiiiooordiiiiEHiiy,Biuvend,"Wfay. 
■ir, wa ahall have the man eome Ibrfb again; and aa ha haa proved 
Paiataff to be' no eowaid, he nuw prove lago to be a vary good 
oharaeter.” 
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partial ■ accounts which the Roman tniters h^ve 
left iis.” . Johnson.- I^fo; sir. They have not 
been partial;- they haTe told their. own story, 
without shame or regard to equitable treatment 
of their- injured enemy; they had no. comphno- 
tion, no feeling for a Carthaginian. Why, sir* 
they wpnld never have borne Viij^rs description 
of Mneaa*a treatment of Rido, If she had not 
been a Carthaginian." 

I lo^atefnlly acknowledge this and other com-; 
munications from Mr. Cambridge; 'whom,' if a 
beautiful -villa on the banks oftheri^ames, a.few 
miles distant from -London; a numerous and ex- 
cellent library, which he accurately knows and 
reads; a choice collection of pictures, which he 
understands and relish^; an easy fortune; an ami- 
able family ; an extensive circle of friends and 
acquaintance^ distinguished by rank, &shion and 
l^enius; a literary f^e; various, elegant, and ctill 
increasing colloquial ^ents rarely to be found; 
and with all- these means of 'happiness, eqjonng, 
when well advanced in ^ear^ health and v^ur 
of body, serenity and animation of mind, do not 
entitle to be addressed fortunate senexl 1 know 
not to whom, in any age, that expression could- 
with propriety have been used. Long may be 
live to hear and to feel it*l 

Johnson's love of little children, which he dis- 
covered upon all occasions, calling them “ pretty 
dears,” and giving them sweetmeats, was an un- 
doubted proof of &e real humanity and gentle- 
ness of his disposition. 

His uncommon kindness to his servants, and 
serious concern not only for their comfort in this 
world, but their happiness in the nex^ was ano- 

* [Ur. Cambridge eBjqred qll tbe blenli^ beia ennmented Air 
many yean allec ibis panagQ was written. He died at Us seat near 
Tn ickenham. Sept 17, 1803; in bis Ughtr4islh year. iULj 
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Avith to sfightand pldy^bl a: species of'composi- 
tioD as a-^aivde..' I have recovered oneiraich 
he ;niade on *!Dr.- JBamard, - ndw Lord Bishop of 
Killaloe *; who has been pleased' for many years 
to treat' me- with so much intimacy: and social 
ease that 1 may presume to call him not only 
my Right Reverend, but my very dear Friend. 
*1 therefore with peculiar pleasure give to the 
world a just and elegant compliment thus* paid 
to his 'Lordship by. Johnson. ‘ 

■ » 

• > i ■ 

• CUABADB. 

' ahalfl onitbiores from your houM or .jour room, 

Uj tieud* exproues a Syrian porfbuo; 

Mj wfteb'*' Is a man In whoso oonveiM ta ahnrad 

Too strangth ofa Bor and tho sweotuess of Mud.** 

• • 

Johnson asked Richard Owen Cambrid^, Esq. 
if he had read the Spanish translation of Sallust, 
said to be written by a Prince of Spain, with die 
distance of his tutor, who is professedly the 
autbour of a treatise annexed on the 'Phcenician 
language 

Mr. Cambridge commended the work, particn- 
laiiy as be thought the Translator understobu his 
authour better than is commonly the case with 
translators ; but said he was disappointed in .the 
purpose for which he borrowed the book ; to see 
whether -a Spaniard could be better' furnished 
with inscriptions from monuments, coins, or other 
antiquities, which he might more probably find 
on -a coast so immediately opposite to Carthage, 
than the Antiquaries of any other countries. — , 
Johnson, “lam very sorry you were not grati- 
fied- in' your expectations.” Cahbbidoe. “ Ihe 
language 'would have been of little use^ as there is. 
no history existing in that tongue to balauce the 
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the Sfignitaries of the Charcb, has been more 
thap. in the course of- this. work. 

Mr. Seward saw him presented -to the Arch- 
bishop of York, and described his Bow to tat 
ArclAishxm^ as such a studied elaboration of ho- 
mage, sudi.an -extension of limb, such a 'flexion 
of body, as hare seldom.or ever been equalled. ' 

• . 1 cannot help mentioning,- wi& much r^e^ 
thi^t by my. own negligence 1 lost an opportunity 
of having tlie history of my- family from its ‘foun- 
der, Thom, as Boswell, in 1504,' recorded and illas- 
trated by Johnson's .pen. Such was his good- 
ness' to me that- when. 1 presumed to solicit him 
for so great a favour, -be was.' pleased to say, 
“Let me have all the materials you nan collect 
and I will do it boA in Latin^and English ; then 
let it-be printed, and copira of it be deposited in 
yariqns. places . for 'secunty' and preservation." I 
can ho.w only do the best 1 can to make up for 
this loss, keeping my gn»t Master steadily. -in 
view. Family histones, like the imagmes me^o-- 
rum of the ancients, excite to virtue ; and I wish 
that they who really have blood, would be more, 
careful to trace and ascertain its course. Some 
have afiected to laugh at the history of the house 
Yvery * : it would be well if many others would 
transmit their pedigrees to posterity, with the 
same accursCcy and generous zeal with which the 
Noble Lord who compiled that -work has ho- 
noured and perpetuated his ancestry. 

On Thursday, April 10, I introduced to him, 
at his house in Bolt Cou^ the Honourable and 
Reverend William Stuart ^ son of the Earl of 

* [WiitleDiv John, Earl of Egmont. M.] • 

’ [At that timo Vicar of Lnton in Bedlbrdahirc^ when ho lifcd Ibr 
aonui reark and (tally mnitcd the oboneter given of himin Iho text; 
aov [ISOSJLord AndihisiiOF of Armagl^ and Primate of Irelandi^ 
M.J 
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ther nn^nestioDable- evidence -of .Avhat all, ‘who 
were intunately acquainted with -him; knew td 
be true. . • “ 

« Nor would it be just under this head- to omit 
the fondness which he showed for animals which 
.he bad taken under his protection. 1 never shall 
foiget the indulgence with which he treated 
Hodge, his .cat; for- whom he himself used, to go' 
out aud.bqy oysters, -lest the servants having that 
trouble should .take a dislike td the 'poor crea- 
' tore.! 1 am, unluckily, one of those who have an 
antipathy to a cat, so that 1 am uneasy when in 
the room with one;- and 1 own, I frequently suf- 
fered* a good deal from the presence of this same 
Hodge. - 1 recollect him one' day scrambling up 
Dr. Johnson's breast, apparently with much sati^ 
iaction, while my friend smiling and half whis- 
tling, rubbed down his back and pulled him by-the' 
tail ; and when 1 observed he was a fine cat, say- 
ip& Why yes, sir, bntl have had cate whom 1 
liked. betto than this;” mid then as if perceiving 
'Hodge to be out of countenance, adding, f*buthe 
is a vray fine cat, a very fine'cat indeed.” 

This reminds me of tiie ludicrous account which 
he gave Mr. Langton, of the despicable state of a 
yonne gentleman of good family. “ Sir,.-when I 
heard of him last, he 'was running about town 
shooting cats.” . .^d then, in a sort of kindly 
^ reverie be bethouaht himself of his own favourite 
ca^ and said, “But Hodge shan't be shot: no, 
no, Hodge shall not be dlot” 

^ '• He-toought Mr. Beauclerk made a shrewd and' 
judicious remark to Mr. Iiangton,- who, idter 
having been for the first time in company with 
-a well known wit about town, was warmly ad- 
miring and praising him, — “ See him again,” said 
Beauclerk.' . ' - , 

His respect for the Hierarchy, and particularly- 

m2' 
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Bosvell. “This has' been 'a very factiods 
■reign, owing lo the. too great indulgence of Go- 
yernment.” Johnson. “ I think so, sir. 'What 
at first was lenity grew timidity. Yet this 
'is reasoning h poateriorit and may not be just. 
Supposing a few bad at first been planished, I 
believe iaction would have been crusned ; but it 
plight have been said that it was- a sangoinary 
reign-.. A man cannot tell d priori what will be 
best for government, to do. - This reign has been 
very unfortunate. We have had an nnsnccessful 
war; but that does not prove that we have been 
ill governed. . One side or other must prevail in 
war, as one or* other most win at play. When, 
we beat Lonisi we were not better governed j nor ' 
were the French better governed- when Louis 
beat ns.** • 

On Saturday, April 12, I visited him, in com-' 
pnny ,-with Mr. 'Windham, of Norfolk, whoin, 
though a Whig, he highly valued. One of the 
best things he ever sam'was -to this gentleman; 
who before he set out for Ireland as Secretary to 
Lord Northington, when Lord Lieutenant,, ex- 
pressed to the Sage some modest and virtuous 
doubts, whether he conld bring himself to prac- 
tise those arts which it is .supposed a person in 
that situation has occasion to employ. “.Dpu’t 
be afraid, sir (said Johnson, with a pleasant smile), 
you will soon make a very pretty rascal.” - 
He talked to-day a good deal of the wonderful 
extent and variety, of London, and observed, that 
men of carious inquiry might see in it suck modes 
of life as very few could even imagine. He iu 
particular recommended to ,as to ea^lore Wap- 
ping, which we resolved to do”. 

9 Wo aecoidiiiBly ennicd oar sobonio into exooation, in Ocbibrr. 
1703; but whoUier Bma Out aaifonnity wbtoh Las jn,piodoni time*, 
in a greatdq^, spnul fbroo^ erciy jmitor tbo iiuilnpolb^ orrroiii 
our want of snillcicut oxcriioo, wu won dbmpimiulcd. 
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Bute; a gentleman truly worthy of being-known 
to Johnson;, being; with all me advantages of 
high birth,- learning, travel, and elegant manners, 
an exemplary, parish prirat in every respect. - 
A.fter some compiimentB on bdlh- sides,- the 
tour which Johnson and J. had 'made to the He- 
brides was mentioned.— nJoHNSON. ** 1 got an ac- 
quisition of more ideas by it than by any thing 
that 1 remember. I’^aw quite a diflerrat system 
of life.** Boswell. " You would not like to make 
the same journey again?” Johnson. *-'Whyno,' 
sir; not the same: it is a tale told. . 6ravina,-an 
Italian critick, observes that every man desires 
to .see that of wUch.he has read; but no man 
desires to read an account of what he has seen i 
so much does description i^l short of reality; 
Description only excites curiosity: seeing satis- 
fies it. Other people may.gp and see me He- 
brides.”. Boswell. ”1 should wish to go and 
see some country tobdly. different from what I 
have.been..used to; such as Turkey, where reli- 
gion, and eyer^ tiling. dse are difierent” John- 
son.. ** sir; tiiere are two objects of curio- 
sity,-^tiie Christian world and the Mahometan 
worid.. . All th.e rest may be considered as bar- 
barous.” Boswell. **.Pray, sir, is the * Turkish 
Spy* .a-, genuine book?” Johnson. “No, sir: 
Mrs. Manley, in her Life, .says that her fether 
wrote the first two volnm^i ; and in another book, 
* Dunton*8. Life and Brrours,* we find that the 
rest wu. .written by one Slault, at two guineas a 
sbee^ under the direction of Dr. Midgmey*.” 

' [yTheT^rkiih Sggr” wua pretended to liaTe been mitten oii|^ 
na^y in Anbiok; from Arebiolc tnnelatod into Italian, and'tbeneo 
into EnijIIsb. The real antbour of the work, wbiob wasin faetoiigi- 
nally written in Italian, 'waa L P. Alaiana, a GenoeaeL wbo died at 
Pai&inlODS. 

John Dunlon' in hia latb ai^a’ that ''Air. IViWam Brmidim re- 
enved rnm Dr-flUidgalpy Torly ahilliiiga aabeet fiir writing part of 
the 'Tnrklah Spy;*" but 1 do not Bnd that he any where manrim m 
Shalt aa ertgaSBd in that work. M.] 
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Mr. Low^ the painter, who was with.hiui, was 
very much distressed that a lai^ picture which 
he bad painted was refused to oe received iuto 
the ExhWtiou of the Royal Academy. Mrs. 
•Thrale knew Johnson’s character so superficially 
as to represent him as unwilling^ to do small acts 
of benevolence; and mentions, in particular, that 
he would hardly -take the trouble to write a letter 
in fovour of his friends. The troth, however, is, 
that he was remarkable, in an extraordinary de- 
gree, for what she denies to him ; and, above all, 
for this very sort 'of kindness, writing letters for 
those to whom his solicitations might be of ser- 
vice. ' He now rave Mr. Lowe the following, of 
which 1 was diligent enough, with his permis- 
sion, to take copies at the next cofiee-hous^ while 
Mr. Windham was so good as to Stay by me. 


**TO SXR JOSHUA RBYNOLD8. 

< « . ■ 

“ SIR, . 

“ Mr. Lowe considers himself as cut oflTfrom all 
credit and all hop^ by the rcgection of his picture 
from the Exhibition. Upon this work he has 
eidiausted'all his powers, and suspended all his 
expectations; and) certainlyr to be refused an 
opportunity of taking the opinion of the publick 
is in itself a very grpat hardraip.. It is to be con- 
demned without a trial. 

** If you could procure a revocation of this in- 
capacitoting edict, you would deliver an unhappy 
man from great aMction. The Council has some- 
times reversed its own determination ; and 1 hope 
that, by your interposition, this luckless picturo' 
may be got admitted. 

** I am, &c. 

* " Ai^ 1^ 1783." f* Sau. JoUNSOli.'' 
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■devourat. ' Mr. Lowettold me that Johnson said 
to 'him, Sir, your picture is .noble a^d probable.” 
— r“-A 'compliment, indeed (said ‘Mr. liOwe), irom 
a man Trho cannot lie, and cannot be mistaken.” 

■ About this time he urrote to Mrs. Liic]^ Porter, 
mentioning his bad health, and that he intended 
■a. visit to Lichfield.- ^^It is (sayS he) with -no 
great expectation of amendment that 1 make 
-every year a journey into -the -country ; but it is 
pleasant to* visit diose whose kindness has been 
•often- experienced.” ■ 

* -On April -18 (being Good Friday), 1 found him 
at breakfiist, .in his usual manner, upon that day, 
drinking tea: without milk, and eating a cross 
bun to -prevent faintness; we --went to St. Cle- 
ments churchy as formerly. When we> came 
home -from. church, he placed himself on one of 
die stone seats at his garami door, and 1 took the, 
other, and -thus in .the open -air,' and in a placid' 
fiame of mind, he talked away ve^ easily.- John- 
son:' ** Were 1 a country gendeman, 1 should not 
be vei^ hospitable ;.lahou]d not have. crowds in 
my house;” .Boswell. “Sir Alexander -Dick 
tells, me, that he remembers having- a -thousand 
people Jn a year to dine at his house; that is, 
reckoning each person as one, each- time that he 
dined -there.? • Johnson. “That, sir,- is about 
three a- day.” Boswell. • “ Hou^our -statement 
lessens the idea.” Johnson.' “That, sir,' is the 


good.- of- counting. -It’-brings every -thing to a 
certainly, which before floated in the -mind ind&> 
finitely.. Boswell. '?But Omae 'ignotum pro 
putgt^eo"^;. one is sorry to have- this dimi-^ 
uisned.?-, Johnson. .“-Sir, you should not allow 
yonrsdf to be ddighted with ettoraJ* Boswell. 
*-*Tbree*a:day- seem but few.” Johnson. “Nay/ 
sir, lie who entorthinS three a day does .very Hbe-’ 
rally. And if there is a laige-femily,. the-pbor 
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TTortih ih'e expense to yon. 'We compnte, in 
England, a' pbrk wall- at a thousand pounds a 
inile ; now a garden wall must cost at least as 
miicbj You intend your trees should ’’ grow 
higher than a deer will leap. Now let us see 
lor a hundred pounds you copld only have forty- 
fonr square yaidsi which is vei^ littl&; 'for two 
hiindred pounds, you may have eighty-four square 
yards, which is very well. Bht when will yoii 
^ the;valne of two hundred pounds of walls, _ in 
'fruity in your climate? No, nr, sudi contention 
wifo Natikve is not' worth while. ' 1 would plant 
an orchard,-and have plraty of such ihiit as ripen 
well in your country. My friend, Dn Madden, 
of Ireland, said, that, * in an orchai^ there should 
bd enoujgh to eal^ enough to lay up, enou^ to be 
stolen, and enough to rot upon the grobnd.’ Cher- 
ries are an early fruit; you may have them ; and 
you bay have the harly apples and pears.” Bos- 
WELZ.. *‘We cadnot have nohphreils.*— Johnson. 
“ Sir, you cah no more have nonpareils than- you 
' can havqmpes.” , Boswell. **We have tiiem, 
sir^ but -they a^ very bad.” Johnson.- “Nay, 
- sir, never fry to have a thing merdy to show that 
yon camtot have it; Prom CTonhd that would let 
for forty shillings yon inay nave a larro orchard ; 
and you see'it costs you omy forty shillings. Nay^ 
yon may, graze the ground when the trees are 

S own up; you cannot while they are young.” 

oswBLL. “Is hot a good garden a vei^ common 
thing in England, sir^’* Johnson. “Not so com- 
mon, sir, -as you imagine. In Lincolnshire there 
is hardly an orch^ ;ih Staffordshire very littie 
fruit” Boswell. “Idas Langtdh no orchard?” 
Johnson. “No, sir.” Boswell. “HOw so, sir?” 
.loBKSON. “Why, sir, horn the general negli- 

E ence of the county. He has it not, because no- 
ody else has it” Boswell. “A hotoouse is 



*aup!|iaui « m i|««J 

•|j3«l*3;;iiiuo pjiJPn papuJUiiuoMi aq leqi lUitJtMH |i aijq« •unit 
.Jj|| 0 £> tsauid *|U1\; U| Janyi qi!H;c a>ii "i punnj aq Cvu ‘Mriicja 
luiAMiib JO qMil aqi {laiaaiiaa uaAiqor *J([ jCqA uosaai aqi i«i|) 
Mitionuv «nuiuXuouu an Aq aui oi paiaxUns i!i )i i 

oq [qtiOAv It 3{U{q) i.uop l„ 'XOSKiiof ..'uoii 
-JuS pailVAV pOOS 1 i OAUq 01 qSlAV ] „ ‘TmAVSOQ 
,,‘SuiJCjp aq) tif* j|o Ap loii saop i|o 
otfX aquui piia *uinimuod uouiuioa 

qi{Av sdaqaad xiiii ^Caq) qa|i{Av ‘paiassidsui aSuiuo 
oq‘] JO fio aq} *jannq aSaiuo papaa bi iaqA\. aqau 
Xaq; Siuuls a uaqi luaqi jo ino ^iiiin jaqSiq 
a aqaiu* i^aqi aAaqaq i 'Jig „ 'xosxnof u’^^l 
>ff)sip atp o) 1(38 Ifaip qatqAi *paiad3jd .C)i)uenb 
BiioilSipojd a SI aiaq) *iaaj)s; ojvSsioj^ ui aaa(d 
a ly * *,saSu 8 ib jo pad aq) SiiiXap pua Saidaias 
— *}a afppid XfUQ noA! jaqAi jo ^ua)xa paj^ a o| 
ainpajiiaani a pajaAoasip 3Aaq j *jis 'Avouq uoX 
od It “I'lSAisod i/ipai ioD [[lAi saubq paujnq jo 
aisad a 9 nq i op 90 a pinoAA ioX *uoii isaa naip 
jap 4 aq 8 i qoji aiqaaqaca qSnoqi JOj *uoJi qtiAi, 
ioa ijanoos 9 *pin pinoAi' pua* *ao 4 i naq^japoa si 
^ 88 naaac| * 88 a 4 q }oa jno£ aiiii ^oonaa no^ 
*uaii)(auiO|ajanoifji ijp*iapisuo 5 ‘aspSaiq:^ 
jCuauaq^iaaq jaSuojqsa pnafs j|i 4 i saaoq pauj'nq 
JO apain apacl y ' 'uojt Supiaui'joj s^siiuaqa aqf 
joj aaauiip a Saiqaoi ioj *iqi)i » ‘KOSNHOf 
*asodjnd ^auAi joj „ ’ *'i'i3Ai80d ^‘saqsa 
aq)*I(38 pua *punod pua lunq £aqi saaaid jasjaoa 
aip isdoiq; oaq^o anotpiA pua ‘saAiusf u) span 
joj pasn SI qaiqAk *Xioai ^qaoui a aqaui Xaq; saoaid . 
)saq aq; jq ‘ 'sasodjud jaqp pna apaqAi Sue, 
> 8 aajS JOJ iiiaq} luoif asaaoS a pBj;xa pua *uiai|j 
(loqXaqi ijis *83 J^n 'NOSMHOp „'pajnpaj[naaai 
aja puajsjap'uii [ qaiqAv *sauoq joipaS pua fuoqa 
oS jood aip }aqi 'ubpuoq ui aAjasqo “iiaii 
■soj „*)no UAiojqi JO *<iood aip o) uaAjS aq ^snni 
i^aani suougjadtis aq pum aiaqi i joS ppoAi. 
jood aip 9 aq.u ^aa iaqi joj *aajq) asoq) uia)ja)ua 

*C 8 £I - AO Ttdn aHX 0^1 



sc oiseismiina si|{ „ sc ^joiiuo 

inoqc 3pi)sci8nii)iia sc ucpucqs Pl^ o) {Djjap 
-iioiii SI 91 „ "laaAvsog ^-jcipouc sc hcav sc pcaji 
ano 9cq9 9nq *Snipcai at aauajajgip ou 8c.a cjaqi 
9cq) pasoddns raAv 91 '^ijauijoj 'saX ‘jqSnc; 
. .Soiaq 9noq9iAV op 9qiiui aq acq9 ja99aq pcaj 
09 sc JCJ os’ *J18 *iCl JM ii *N 08 NHoj> pCOl 

09 9qSnc9 aq ^cm ucoi c 9cq9 'Jis *avo|ic 90U noi£ 
II!A\.w ’iiaAisog; jXjaAi|ap [nja’ocjS puciCsca nc 
9qsac9 scav aq 9cq9 aAiouq 91 aAcq .09 acmX&ap 
aip 09 aSc9acApc8ip Avm aq 9i*pinoQ 'saaipnCajd 
acqnaad siq jo aiio scav aaa’jgf ^*9q9nc9 scav aq‘ 
9cq9 p|09 91 dAcq 90a ppoAi ] *p];iOAi aip ui japcaa 
98aq aq9 aq aaaM „ ‘kobkhop „*S9aa[89 1010900 
QMo 8 iq Xq '9nq^aiqac89 Aq9oa 'pjcaq jaAa f 
jppvaji 98aq aip 8 i aq pnc, *duo ^po 9 q 9 nc 9 OAcq j „ 
‘HasavM M‘9oa’adoq j,, ‘NOSHHOf ‘aaniiE&ap 
Xacm 9qSnB9 pcq aq jt miq paqsc 1 ‘A!pn98 aq9 
09ai,8Jii^s dn 903^ ail naip pac *01 aaico *0019 
-naoia ‘jo 1398001 pa 9 Tuqa [30 aq9 *<iaq[0^ ‘j])q ' 

:raaq9 

d90J9sn[(i 09 paAO| poo .‘sqif jp uii^c qommoa' 
81(9 at paoMOjai ][aA\ 93^ .’soai *8iiioqc{ '^ji^9i[ 
siq. ai UAvoqs scq aq.sc *S 9 a 3 rqns aAisn 39 » pnc 
aEici qans ds^ Pfiiob paiiu'3Boqio'*aBai 9BajS- 
nqi Moq ^iJBap Aioqs 09 japio ni *Saipu9 qviq 9 
/bid ainoB qoiqAi *ini93p 3900101 slip i^ooaa V 

„* 9 B 3 iiqaaAiS ^99310 B 

aqcoi iCaqt poB *pooS si 91DJJ, 3 q 9 i89aBUDO iCopoi 

98ajS'B 9aB[d p{no^ l~'3Biioq iCiii.'JBa'a 91 aAcq 
Pil ti ‘NOSNHOf ^'pjBqojo atp.'oi 41’ 3ABq 
09 psao 00 SI aj 3 q 9 iasnoq a’cao 91 aABq.pj „ 
^aiaAisog „*saiC „ ‘HpaNHOf . „ — ^£8904 
'^UB 9B jaoapjcS B - 3 ABq j ji ' 9ng „ . 'laaiLSog; 
„*9i JO. 3JB3 -3qB9 09 .jabapjra b aAoq 93001 no£ 
poB fji 01 S3jp daaq 93001 ooA a3q9 ^1 Pfinq 
98010' OQ2'.9oq iara9aaa ^993jd si asq’oq9’oq Y„ 
‘NOSNHOf ■ „*4i3q9 dAoq Aboi j i^oiqi 0109 . 033 . b 

'S8^T do aan anx ZLV 



JETAT. 74. DR. JOHNSON. 175* 

It.iS} therefore, not their [fault, but their misfor*. 
tune; and, therefore, to think of them is a melan- 
choly consideration.” . 

' IRme passed on in conTersaiion till it was too 
late for the service of the chnrch at three o’clock. 

1 took a walk, and left him alone for some time ; 
then returned, and we had coffee and conversa- 
tioh again by onrselves. 

I stated the character of a noble friend of mine, 
as a curions case for his opinion.—** He is the 
mpst inexplicable man to me that I ever knew. 
Can you explain him, sir? He is, I really be- 
lieve, noble-minded, generous, and princely. But 
his most intimate friends may be separated from 
' him for years, withont his ever asking a question 
concerning them. He will meet them with a forma- 
lity, a coldness, a stately indifierence; bnt when 
they come close to him, and fairly en^ge him in 
conversation, they find him as easy, pleasant, and 
kind as they could wish. One -then supposes 
that what is so agreeable will soon be renewed ; 
bnt stay away from him for half a year, and he 
will neither call, on tou nor send to inquire about 
you.” Johnson. ** Why, sir, I cannot ascertain 
his character exactly, as I do not know him; bnt 
1 should not like to have such a man for my 
friend.- He may love study) and wish not to be 
interrupted .by his friends ; Amici fitres tanporic. 
He may be a frivolous man, and be so miiw oc- 
cupied with petty pursuits that he may not want 
, friends. ^ Or he may have a notion that there is a 
dignity in appearing indifferent, while he in fact 
may not be more indifferent at .his heart than 
. another.”' 

We went to evening prayers at St. Glemenlfs, 

. at seven, and then parted. 

On Sunday, Apnl 20, being Easter .Day, -.after 
attending solemn service at St Panrs, 1 came to ' 
Dr., Johnson, and' found Mr. Lowe, the painter. 
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strong.** LowEi” "‘A* hen, '-sir, will' feed ■ her: 
chickens in prefi^bce to herself.**' Johnson. “But" 
■we don’t know' that the hen is hungry: let tlie 
hen be'&irly hungry* and 1*11 .warrant sheHl jseck' 
the com 'herself. A cock, I- belierej will feed- 
hens instead of himself; but- we don’t know -that 
the cock is hungry;^ Boswell. “ And -that; sir, 
is not from afiectiop but gallantry. •■ -But some of 
the Indians-have affection. ’* JoH-nson. “ Sir, that 
they- help .'some 'of their children is plain; ib’r 
some of them lire,'whicli they could not do with- 
out being helped.'**' 

.. 1 dined with him ;.the4:ompany were, Mrs. Wil- 
liams;' Mrs: D.esmouline^- and Mr. Lowe. - He 
seemed not to be. well,-telked little,- grew- drowsy- 
'soon-after dinner, and retired; upon which 1 went 
av^. • • » 

• Having next day gone to 'Mr. -Burke's seat id 
the conntiy, front whence h was galled- -b^- an- 
express that, a near relation of mine -bad killed 
bis antagonist in a%doel, and was himself dan- 
gerously .wounded, 1 saw little, of Dr. Johnson till 
Monday, April 28, when I spent a considerable 
part of the day with him, and intrbdnced thesub- 
ject:which then chiefly occupied my mind: John- 
son. I do not 'see, sir, that fighting is absolutely 
forbidden in ScnptUFe; 1 see revenge forbidden, 
but not self-defence.” Boswell. “The Quakers 
ray- it is; *X^nto him tiiat smiteth thee oii’onh 
cheek, offer - him -also the other.*” Johnson. 

“ Bnt.'stay, sir; the' text is meant only to' h'aVe 
Ihe-efihct of moderating passion; it is plain that 
we are not;to take itiu a literal sente: We see* 
this firom ■ the context, where there are -other 
. commendations, which I warrant you tiie Quaker - 
will not take literally; as, for instance, *From 
him that would borrow .of thee, turn ^on not 
away.* Let a man whose credit -is bad 'come to 

VOL. IV. H ' • ■ 
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Serrice, * iu the sure and hope of a blessed 
resurrection/ too* strong -to be used indiscri- 
minately, and, indeed, sometimes when those orer 
whose bodies -it is said have been notoriously 
profane?** Johnson. “It is sure and certain 
aojiCf sir; not J did not insist fnrtlicr; 

but cannot help thinking that less positive words 
would be more proper \ 

Talking of a man who was grown very fat, so 
as to be incommoded with corpulency ; be said, 
“He eats too much, rir.* Boswell. “I doift 
know, sir; you will see one man fat a'ho eats mo- 
derately, and another lemi who eats a great deal.** 
Johnson. “ Nay, sir, whatever may be the ^nan- 
tity that a man eats, it is plain that if lie is too 
fat, be has eaten more than he should have done. 
One man may have a digestion that consumes 
food better than common; but it is certain that 
solidity is increased by putting somolhing to it.** 
Boswell. .^^Botmay not solids swell and be dis- 
tended?" Johnson. “Yes, sir, they may be dis- 
tended ; but that is notfot." 

We talked of the accusation against a gentle- 
man for supposed delinquencicsin India. John- 
son. “ What fonudation tbereds for accusation I 
know not, but they will not get at him. BHiete 


*'Upon tMf dOeetionlhe Reverend Bfr. Ralph Chnr(oii,^Inir of 
Bnmnmosc CoH^, Oxfind/liac fovoand me vrilb the rollowing: sa- 
tisrBetmjoiNienrauoii. *'Tlw panago in the Burial Servicodocs not 
ncao the nsnneetion omn nerson intcmil. but the general rosdnrco. 
non; it if iu aure and certain hope oriderefoncotiOD; not Aiif xcsui- 
where the deceaecd is nudly spoken of. the expression is 
Tcijtffferatj'asour hope is this our brother doft’rrest ui'Cbitell, 
A mode or speech eonsntent with oveiy thing but absolute oertainty 
that tliapenm deputed doth not rest in Christ, vhidi no one can bo 
assared or vithoatimnibdlafa rcrelalion Ihnn Hcaveni In the hai 
“I"®. ‘ eternal lift’ does not necessarily mean eternity 
ofbli^uatme^yametenii^f oT the state, vrhetfacr in lioi^ness'or 
JO mirery, to <^ie noon the rcsnrreetionj.irhich is probably the 
sense bf ‘ tbe Eft eveiriisling,Mn the Apostles* Creed. -See Wbestly 
and Beanet m tlie-Goiiniion Prayer.*' ' ^ 
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a Qnakef, and say, ' Well, sir, lend me a hundred 
'pounds;* 'be'jl find him as unurillihg aa any other 
man. No, sir, a man- may' shoot the man who 
invades his character,' as he may shodt'him who 
attempts to brrak ihto his house*. So in 1745, 
my -friend Tom Gumming the Quaker said he 
would hot fight, but he would drive an ammu-> 
nition cart'; and.we know that the Quakers have 
sent iiahnel waistcoats to our soldieis, to enable 
them to fight bett^.** * Bos'well. '*■ When a mati 
is the ag^essor, and. by ill usage forces on a duel 
in which he is killed, have we liot little ground 
to hope 'that he is 'gone to a state of happiness?'* 
Johnson. -‘Sir, we are not to judge determinately 
of -the state in which a man leaves this life. He 
maj in a monient have repented effectually, and 
it IS possible may have been accepted of God. 
There is in’*'Gamden*8' 'Bemains* an epitaph hpon 
a very wicked man, who was killed by a ikllfrom 
his horse, in which he is supposed to'Sfiy, 

‘Botwoen the Btimp and* the Ktuuml, 

X 'mcrogr ask’d,*! inen^ IbnndV ” 

Boswell. ''Is not the expression in the Burial 

* I think It ncocnuy to oaotion nij roadors apiinst ooneinding 
that In this or any other conversation of Dr. Johnson, thqy bavo his 
serions and deliberato opinion on the saL|{cot,or dnclling'. Jn aiy 
Jo'umai of 'a Tonr to the Hebrides, Sd edit. p. 3SG. it appears that he 
made this frank confession : ” Nobody at times talks more laxly tlian 
1 do{” and, ibid. p. S31. " Ho fairly owned bo eoaU not explun the 
rationality of dneiling'.'’ We may, therefore, inibr that he eonid riot 
think that juqtiOabio wrMcb seems so inconsistent with the spirit of 
.the Gmpei. At the same time it most bo confessed that, from tlio 
prevalent notions of honour, a geuticman who receives a challunse is 
redneed to a dtcadfni alternative. A remarkable instance .of this is 
rumished l» a olanso in tlio will of the late Colonel mornas, of the 
Guiurds, wiitlon the night licibre be Ibll in a dueI,Simtomber .3, 1783. 
"In 'the first niaea^ 1 commit iny soul to Aimi^ty 6on,in hopes or 
his' mercy and pardon for the irrengious steal now (in eompiiaBiw 
with tlio unwarrantable customs of this wicked worid) pnt myseir 
under the necessity of taking.7 

’ [In repeating this epitaph Johnson improved H. Tlie original 
runs thns:— 

"Betwixt tlio stirrup and the gronini. 

Merry X asked, mercy 1 foiiiid.” M.] 
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serve cnide'moi'sels'ciit ont of books-as if at rau- 
dom; and- when a large extract is made from one 
plac^ it snrely may be done with yeiy little trou- 
ble. One, however, 1 most acknowledge^ might 
be led, from tiie practice of reviewers, to sup- 
pose that they take a pleasure in on^nal writing ; 
for we often find tha^ instead of giving an accu- 
rate account of what has been done by the aothoUr 
whose work they- are ‘reviewing, which is -snrely 
the proper business of a literarjr journal, they 
produce some plausible and ingenious conceits of 
tiieir.own, upon -the topicks which have been dis- 
cussed. 

' Upon being told that old Mr. Sheridan, indig- 
nant at the neglect of hu oratorical plans, had 
threatened to go to America;— Johnson. “ 1 hope 
he 'Will go to America.” Boswell. **The Ame- 
ricans don*t want oratory.” Johnson. ” But we 
can want Sheridan.” 

On Monday, April 29, 1 found him at home in 
the forenoon, and Mr. Seward witib him. Horace 
having been mentioned; — ^Boswell. ” There is a 
great deal of thinking in his works. One finds 
foere almost every thing but religion.” Seward. 
”He speaks' of his returning to it, in his Ode 
Panvs Dmnm euUor et iiifrequens” Johnson. 
V Sir, 'he was not in earnest; this was merely 
poetical.” Boswell. “There are, 1 am afraid, 
many .people who have no' rdi^on at all.” 
Seward. And sennble people too.” Johnson. 
“ Why, 8ir,'not sensible in that respect.” There 
mu^ be mther a natural or a moral stupidity if 
one lives in a total n^lect of so very important a 
concern.” ■ Seward, f* 1 wonder -that there should 
he, people without leli^on.” Johnson. Sir„ 
yon need not wonder at tiiis, when you consider 
how large a proportion of almost every man’s life 
'is -passed without Uiinkiug of it: I myself was 
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bad actions are cdmiiiitted atso great a distance,- 
a delinquent can obscure the evidence till the 
scent becomes cold; there is a cloud -between 
which cannot be penetrated : therefore all distant 
power is bad. l am dear that the best plan for 
tlie government of India is a drapotick govemonr; 
for if he be a good man, it is evidendy the best 
goyerament; and supposing him to be a bad man, 
It is -better to have one plunderer than many. A 
governour, whose power is checked, lets otheref 
plunder that he himself may be allowed to plun- 
der; but if despotick, be sees that the more he 
lets others plunder, the less there will be for hiin- 
self, so he restrains them ; and though he himself 
plunders, the country is a gainer, compared with 
being plundered by numbers.** 

1 mentioned the very liberal payment which 
had been received for reviewing; and, as evidence 
of' this, that it had been proved in a trial that 
Dr. Shebbearc had received six guineas a sh^t 
for that kind of literary labour. Johnson. “ Sir, 
he might get six gniueas for a particular sheet, 
but not commtmihws ahe^ibus.” Boswell. “ Pray, 
sir, by a sheet of review is it meant tliat it shall 
be all of the writei's own composition? or are ex- 
tracts, made from the book reviewed, deducted r” 
Johnson. ** No, sir, it is a shee^ no matter, of 
what** Boswell. ** 1 diink that it is not reason- 
able.** Johnson. Yes, sir, it is. A man wifi 
more easily write a sheet all his own tlian read 
an octavo volume to get extracts.** To one of 
Jolin8on*8 wonderful fertility of mind, 1 believe- 
writing was really easier than reading and ex- 
tracting; but with ordinary men the case is very 
different. A great deal, indeed, will depend upon 
the care and judgment with which extracts are 
iiinde. I can suppose the operation to be tedious 
and difficult; but in many instances we must ob- 
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Strain him." Sevard. Would you restrain pri- 
vate cOnTersatioD, sir^ Johnson. “Why,- mr, 
it is difficult to say. where private -convereation 
b^ihs,- and where it ends.' If we three should ' 
discuss even the great ^estion concerning (lie 
existence of a Supreme ^eing by ourselves, we 
should not be resumed; for thdt would be to 
put an end to all improvement Bnjb if we-shonld 
discuss it. in the presence of ten boarding scliobl 
^rls, and as many boys, 1 think. the magistrate 
would do well to put us m tiie stocks, to dnish 
•tiie debate there." 

■ . Lord Hailes had' sent him a present of a curious 
little printed poem, on repairing the University 
of Aberdeen, 'by liavid 'M.aOocK which he thought 
would please Johnson, as affording clear evidence 
that MaUet had appeared even as a literary cha- 
racter by the name of MaXLoch\ bis changing 
■which to one of softer sound had gived Jobiisoh 
•oc|BBBion to introduce him into his Dicrionary 
'Under the uticle AUaa*, Thiei piece was^ I sup- 
pose, one of Ma]let*B first esBKjfs. It is preserved 
in hju works, .with several vanations. Johnson 
having raad aloud from the banning of it, where 
therp yrere some common-place assertions as to 
•the superiority pf ancient times; — ^'*How fidse 
'(sud he) is aU this, to say tiiat in ancient times 


5 [Mb1IooIi,m Ur.'Bindlay abaenw to ** oontimio^ tomilo 
Uo W* 0 ""]^ .CW* < 0 Aw feii. 'EOo tubob to tlia 

'Bocond edinoh oFTfi(Miuidn'a‘*W}htCT' bib bo Bn^Boebcid, opd bo bib 
ws LotteiB writton'io London, and itiiblisliod n Ibbr jean ago in * tbo 
Unrannan ^ nRorirBidB adiqitod tbo alteniUdn 

I BO odibd in tlio iiat of SnbBonban to'Snvnto^ 
utcd In 1736/ and fhinoelbriniiil' wdt^ly JSSBkL 


Enropoan 

to MaHot, fbr 


in ail IiiB,writl 

bu bean entortoincd, that no snob exomplifleation oT 
AoMis tobetbUnd in ibUdboiVa Dioiionan, and'tbmtiho vbbloidorT 
waa wag^hlj bbiioatod Wilkosin'uio-NotfrH BbitonJ Tbo 
ft®* “• ttl* .** g l»t |9 pe in ,lho roHo or qnarto odilionp, 

bntim added by Jolinson in bb own ocfaw AbridgnAil, in 17fi&. 
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for some years totelly regardless of religion. It 
bad dropped out of my mind'. It was at an early 
part of my life. Sickness brought it'backi and 1 
hope I have never lost it since.’* . Boswell* “ My 
dear sir, what a man must you- have been without 
religion I Why you must have gone on drinking, 
and awe'aring, and — ” Johnson (with a smil^. 
“1 drank enough and swore enough, to be sure.” 
Seward. “One should think that sickness and 
the view of death would make more' men reli- 
gious.” Johnson. “Sir, they do not know how 
to go about it : 'they have not the first notion. A 
man who has never had religion before no 'more 
grows religions when be is sick than a man wHo 
has never learnt figures can count when he has 
need of calcrAation.” 

- I mentioned a worthy friend of oura whom we 
valued much, but observed' that he was too ready 
to introduce religious discourse upon all b6ca- 
sions. Johnson. “ Why, yes, sir, he will intro- 
duce religious discourse without seeing ‘Vvhether 
it will end in instruction and improvement; or pro- 
duce some profime jest. He wonld introduce it 
ill tiie company of Wilkes, and twenty more 
such.” . - 

1 mentioned Dr. Johnson’s excellent distinction 
between liberty of conscience and liberty of teach- 
ing. Johnson. “ Consider, sir; if you have chil- 
dren whom you wish to educate in the principle 
of tlie Church of England, and there comes^ a 
Quaker who tries to pervert them to 'his wn- 
ciples, you would drive away the 'Quaker* 
would not trust to the predomination of right; 
which you believe is in your opinions; you will • 
keep wrong out of their heads. Now the vulgar 
are toe children of the State. If any one attempts 
to teach them doctrines contrary to what the State 
approves, toe magistrate may and Ought to re- 
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Od}'S8ey mach better; and this not on account . 
of the wonderful .tilings’ which it -contains; for 
there -are. wonderful things enough in the.d2neid; 
>-the ships of the Trojans turned to seanymplis, 
— the tree at Po1ydorns*8 tomb dropping blood. 
Hie story of the Odyssey is interesting, as a 
great part of it is dome8ti^.->It has been said, 
there is pleasure in writing,' particularly in writing 
verses. ' 1 allow, you may have pleasure from 
writing, after it is over, if you have written well *; 
but you don't go willingly to it arain. I know, 
when I have been writing verses, 1 have run my 
finger down .the maimn, to see how many 1 had 
made, and how few 1 had to make.” 

• He- seemed to be iu a very placid humour, and 
although I have no note of the particulars of 
young Mr. Burke's conversation, it is but justice 
to .mention in general, that- it was such that 
•Dr. Johnson said to me afterwards, “He did 
very well indeed ; I have a mind to tell his fhther.” 

.“TO SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. 

“DEAR SIB, - 

“The gentleman who waits on yon with this is 
'llCr. Gmikshanks, who wishes to succeed his 
.fnend Dr. Hunter, as Professor of Anatomy ia 
the Royal Academy. His qualifications are very 
generally known, and it adds dignify to the insti- 
tution that such men ' are candidates. 1 am, sir, 
- - - “Yoor most humble servant, 

“Sam.- Johnson.” 


1 have no minute of any interview vintb John- 
son till Thursday, May' 15th, when I find what 


* rDnm pingit iM(nr aria; pottqoam pinxenL ftoitav Inielii 
■rtifc Seneca. K.] . , . • . . . 

\ Lot it be ninambond by tbon wbe aoeiuo Dr. Johmon ofilli- 
beraStj, that both iFOPo HmfcilfaiMN. 
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learning was not a disgrace to a Peer as it is now. 
Jn ancient times a Peer was as ignorant as any 
one else. . He would have been angry to have it 
thought he could write his name. Men in ancient 
times dared to stand forth with a degree of igno- 
rance with which nobody would dare now to 
stand -forth.. 1 am always-angry when 1 hear an- 
cient times praised at the.- expense. of moduli 
times. There is. now a great deal'-mdre learning 
in the world than there was formerly; for -it is 
universally diffused. You have,- perhaps, no man 
who knows as much Greek and Latin as Bentley ; 
no man who knows as. much math'ematicks as 
Newton: but you have many more men who 
.know Greek .'and Ijatin,' and-whp know mathc- 
maticks.” ' 

. On Thursday, May 1, I visited -him in the 
evening along with yoting Mr. Burke. He said, 
“ It is strange tliat there should be so little read- 
ing in the world, and so much writing. People 
in general do not willingly read if they can have 
any thing else to amuse them. There must be 
an external impulse: emulation, or vanity, or 
avarice. The progress which the understanding 
makes through a book has more pain than plear 
sure in it. Language is scanty, and inadequate 
to express the nice gradations and mixtures of 
our feelings. No man reads a book of science 
from pure inclination. The books that we do 
read with pleasure are light compositions, which 
contain a quick succession of events. However, 
1 have this year read all 'V'ii]^l tiirougb. I re.id 
u book of tlic i&ncid every night, so it was done 
in twelve nights, and I had a great delight in it. 
The Geoigicks did not give me so much pleasure, 
except the fourth book. The Eclogues T have 
almost all liy hc.irt. I do not think the story of 
thcyEiicid interesting. 1 like the stor}' of Ihe 
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is a miste of' time and a waste of money; you 
are eaten up. and not the more respected for your- 
liberality. If yonr house be like an inn, nobody 
car^ for yon. -A man who stays a week with 
another makes him a sIutc for a week.” Bos- 
well. '* But there are people, sir, who. make 
their houses a home to their guests, and are tliem- 
selves quite easy.” Johnson. Tlicu, sir, home 
must be the same to the guests, and they ueed 
not come.” , 

Here he discovered a notion common enough 
in persons not mndh accustomed to entertain 
company, that there must be a d^rce of clabo- 
" rate attention, otherwise company will think tliem- 
selves neglected ; and such attention is no doubt 
very fatiguing. He proceeded: ‘*I woqld not, 
however, be a strnn^r in my own countiy; 1 
wduld visit ray neigh boni^ and receive tlieir 
visits; but 1 wonld not be in haste to return vi- 
sits. If a gentleman comes'to* see me, I tell him 
he does me a great deal of honour.' I do nqt go 
to see him, perhaps, for ten weeks; then we -are 
very complaWnt to each other. No, sir, you will 
have much more induence'by mving or lending 
■money where it is wanted than by hospitality.” 

^ -On Saturday, May 17, 1 saw him for n short 
time..' Having mentioned that IJiad that morn- 
ing been with old Mr. Sheridan, he remembered 
their former intimacy with a cordial warmth, and 
said to me, ** Tell Mr. Sheridan 1 shall be glad to 
see him, and shake hands with him.” * Boswell. 
■'*' It is to me very wonderful that- reseptm.ent 
. should be kept -up so long.” Johnson.- ** Why; 

sir, it -is not alto^ther resentment thgt he .does 
' not visit me;, it. is partly falling out of t|ie h|ibit| 
. — ^partly di8^a8t,-.as one has at a drug that has 
made him sick. Besides, he knows that I laugh 
’ at his oratory.” ' V 
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trust luy inoAey to a inau who has -no haiicls, and 
so a phj’sical impossibility to steal; than to a iiiaii 
of the most'hopest principles. IliiOTe is a witty 
satirical story of Foote. He had a small bust of 
Garrick placed upon his bureau. ' You may be 
surprised (said he) thatl allow him to be so near 
my gold; — but you will observe, he has no 
hands.*** . 

On Friday, May 20, being to set out for Scot- 
land next morning, I passra a' part of the da^ 
with him in more than usual earnestness; as his 
health w'as in a more precarious state than at any 
time when 1 had parted from him. He, however, 
was quick and lively and critical as usual. I 
mentioned one w*ho was a very learned man. 
Johnson. ** Yes, sir, he has a great deal of learn- 
ing; but it never lies straight. There is never 
one idea by the side of another; *tiB all entan- 
gled : and tlien he drives it so awkwardly upon 
conversation 1** 

1 slated to him an anxious thought, by 'which' a 
‘ sincere Christian might be disturbed, even when 
conscious of having lived a good lif^'so'far as is 
consistent with human infinnity ; he might fear 
that he should afterwards fall away, and be guilty 
of such crimes as would render all his former re^ 
ligion vain.- Could there be, upon this awful sub- 
ject, such a thing as balancing of accounts? Sup- 
pose a man who has led' a good life for seven 
'yrers, commits an act of wickraness and instantly 
dies; will his former good life have any d^ect iii 
his fiivonr? Johnson. ** Sir, if a man has led a 
good^ life for 'seven years, arid then' is hurried by' 
pasriOn' to do what is wrong, and is suddenly ■ 
carried ofl^ depend: upon it be will have the re^ 
ward -of his sevm years* good life: God will'not 
take a catch of him. Upon this principle' Richard 
•Baxter believes that 'a .suicide may b'e'sav'ed. 
*lf (says he) it. should be objected that ‘what J' 
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Another day 1 spoke of one of our friends; of 
'whom 1i^ as well asJ, had a very high opinion; 
He expatiated in his praise; bnt added, "Sir, he 
is a cursed Whig, a lotlomtess. Whig, as they all 
-are now.**' ‘ ' , 

; I mentioned my expectations from- the' interest 
of an eminent person then in -power; , adding;, 
" but 1 have no claim but the claim of frimdship; 
however, some people will m a great way ror 
that motive.** Johnson. " Sir, tbev will go all 
■ tii'e way from that motive.’* A gentieman talked, 
of retinng. "^ever think of that,** said Johnson; 
The gentleman' uiged, "1 shonid then, do no 
ill.” Johnson. or no' good either. Sir, it 
would be a civil suicide.”' 

On Monday, May 2^ I found him' at tea, and 
.the .celebrated ‘ Miss Burney, the autiiour-'of 
" Evelina” and "-Cecilia,” 'with him. I asked, if 
there would be any -^rakers in Parliament, if 
there were no places to be obtained. Johnson. 

" Yea, sir. Why do yon speak here? Either to 
instruct and entertain, whicn is a benevolent mo- 
tive; or for distinction, which is a selfish motive.” 

I mentioned " Cedlia.** Johnson (with an air- of 
animated satisfaction). "Sir, if you talk of ^Ce- 
cilia,* talk- on.” 

■We talked of Mr. Early’s exhibition, of his pio 
tores. Johnson. "Whatever the hand may ‘have 
done, the mind has done its part. There-.is'a 
grasp of mind there which you find nowhere , 
else*.” 

■ 1 asked, whether a 'man natarally virtuous^ or. 
one who has overcome 'wicked inclinations, is -the 
best Johnson. " Sir, to you,^ the man who has 
overcome wicked iociiDations' is not the best 
He has more merit to lamse^: I would rather 

' In Mr. Buit'b printed ana^sis, or dosoription of fhoao pteOires, ^ 
lio apeakn of Johuwn^ ehoraotor in tbe bigliMt toraw. 
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He einbr^e'd and gave me hiS blessing, as 
usual when I was.leavidg him for any length of 
time. 1 walked iirom his door to*day widi a fear- 
fnl 'apprehension of what might liappen before I 
returned. ‘ • 


“to the right honourable william WINDHAM. 

“ SIR, 

“ The bringer of this letter is the fatlier of Miss 
Philips’, a sin^r, who comes to try her voice on 
the sit Dublin. 

“ Mr. Philips is one of my old friends ; and as 
1 am 'of opinion that ndther he ndr his daughter 
will do any thing that can disgrace their benefac- 
tors, 1 take the liberty of entreating you -to coun- 
tenance and .protect them so for as ‘may be suit- 
able to yonr ‘Station* and character; and shall 
consider myself as'oblig^ by -any favonrable no- 
tice Which they shall have the honour of receiv- 
ing foom yon'. 

“ 1 am, SIR, 

• *5 Your' most bumble servsmt, 

- “ Sam. Johnson.” 

" London/ Sfitj 31, 1783.” - 

The following is another'indfonce of his active 
benevolence.' 


“ TO 'SIR JOSHUA itEYNOLDS. 
*^DEAR SIB, 


** I HAYS si^t you some of my godson’s* perform- 
ances, of .which I do not pretend to form any opi- 
nion. 'When 1 took tiie liberty of* mentioning 
him to you, I did' not know what 1 have since 


* Nov tho ootelmtcd Cninoh. 

* Air. 'Windbrai vu at tbia tine in tDoiiHn, Soeioiarv'fo Ilia Rkrf 
‘ofNdrtbiiiglon/fbite Lord Llbnffeaant^oriraland. 

* Son oTSTr. Samiiel jPattenon. 
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maintain may enconragc snioidc. I answer, I am 
not to tell a lie to prevent it.*'* Boswell. " But 
'does not the text say, * As the tree falls so it 
must lie?'®* .Tornsok. “Yes, sir; as the tree 
falls: hut,~{afier a little pause) — ^tlint is meant 
as to the general state of the tree: not what is the 
effect of a sudden blast.** In short, he interpreted 
the expression as referring to condition, not to 
position. Tlie common notion, therefore, seems 
to be erroneous; and Shensfonc's wittr remark 
on Pirines trnng to give the tree a jerlc upon a 
drathbed, to make it lie favourably, is not well 
founded. 

I asked him what works of Bichard Baxters I 
should read, lie said, litmd any of them : they 
are all good.®* * • * 

- He said, ” Get as much force of mind as yon 
can. Live within your income. Always have 
something saved at the end of the year, l^r yonr 
imports be more than your exports^ and yon1l 
never go far wrong.®* 

I assnred him thaL in the exfensh'C and rori- 
ons range of his acqnaintanccw there never Iiad 
been any one who had a more sincere respect 
and afi^ion for him than I had. He said, *'T 
believe it, sir. Were I in distress, there is ue 
man to whom I should sooner come than to you. 
I should like to come and have a cotteroin vour 
park, toddle about, live mcstlv on mil^ and be 
taken care of by Mrs. Boswell. $he and 1 are 
good friends now; arc we not?" 

Talking of devotion, he ^id, "Though it be 
trae that dwclletii not in temples made 

with hands,* yet in this state of being onr minds 
are more piously affected in places appropriated 
to divine worship than in others. Some people 
have a particular room in tlieir houses where they 
say ihmr prayers: of which I do not disapprove, 
as it may animate tlieir devotion.** 
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** I am very desirous J>r. Ilolicrdcn’s'assist- 
onco, as I tliink my einsc is nol jtfist remedy. Lei 
me sec yon as soon ns if is possible, llfinsi^ J}h 
ilcbcrdeii will: yon, if yon can; but come your- 
self at all evciifs.* 1 am |;lad yon arc so well witen 
1 am so drenitfnily attacked. 

“ I think ilial l»y a s|tet:dy application of sti- 
uinlnnts much may lie iloiie. I question If a 
vomit, vigorous and rough, tvould not rouse thu 
oigans of speech to actioh. As it is too early to 
send, I w'ilf fry to recollect whnt I can, that can 
be suspected to hare brought on this dreadful 
distress. 

** I have ItGcii accustomed to bleed frequently 
for an asthiuntick complaint ; hut have forhoriic 
for some time by Dr. Pcpys*s perKuaston, who 
perceived iiiy legs hcgiitntng to swell. 1 some- 
times niievlatc a fiainful, or more properly an op- 
nressire constriction of niy chest by opiates; and 
Jiave lately taken opium freciiiently, but the last, 
or two last times, in smaller quantities. My 
Iaq;csl dose is three grains, and last night I took 
hilt two. Yon will suggest these things (and 
they arc all that 1 can call to mind) to Dr. Ile- 
herdeii. 1 am, &c. 

*' Sam. Joiin'son." 


• “imtoiT.irm." 


Two days after he wrote thus to Mrs. Tliralc’: 

** On Monday, the IGlli, I sat for my picture, 
and \valkcd a considerable way with little incon- 
venience.- In the afternoon and evening 1 felt 
•myself ligbt and easy, and began to plan sclicnics 
of life. Thus I went to bed, and in a short time 
•waked and sat up,, as has been long iny custom, 
wfara I felt a confusion and indistinctness in- my 

■ ■ • • • . 

* Val. ir. p. SOS or Un. TliraleVi Colleetibii. : 

VOL. IV. O 
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bceti told, that Mi*. Moser had admitted him 
among the 'students of^the- Academy. ''What 
more can be done for him, I earnestly entreat you 
to consider; for I ain very desirous fliat he should 
derive some advantage from my connexion -with 
him. If yon are inclined to see him, J will bring 
him to wait on yonj at any 'time -that you shall 
be pleased to appoint > 

' ** 1 am, SIR, 

*' Your most hninble servant, 

“Juno a, 1788.- " Sam; Johnson.” • 

« 

’ My anxious apprehensions at parting with him 
this year proved to be but too well founded,' for. 
not long afterwards he bad a dreadful stroke of 
the pal^y, of which there are very full and accu- 
rate accounts in letters written by himsdf,''to. 
show with what con^osure of mind, and resigna- 
tion to the Divine Will, his steady piety enabled 
him to behave. 


** TO BXR. EDMUND ALLEN. 

“DEAR SIR, . 

*• It has pleased Gk)D, this morning, to' deprive 
me of the powers of speech ; ' and as I do not 
know but that it may be his fiirtlier good plea- 
sure to deprive me soon of my senses, I request 
you will-, on the receipt of this note, come to me, 
and act for me, as the exigencies of my cue may 
require. I am, 

“ Sincerely yours, 

“Sam.Johhson.” 


“ to the reverend hr. JOHN TAYLOR. 

“DEAR SIR,- ' 

“ It hnw pleased God, by a paralytick stroke in 
the night, to deprive me of speech. 
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f eat hopes;- bat you may imagine my situation. 

have so &r recOrered my vocal powers, as to 
repeat the Lord*s Prayer ^th no very imperfect 
articulation. . My memoryj 1 hope^ yet remains 
as it was I but such an attack produces solidtude 
for the safety of every feculty.” 

** TO MR. THOMAS DAVIES. 

** DEAR SIR, 

** I HAVE had, inde^, a very heavy blow ; but 
God, who yet spares my life, I humbly hope will 
spare my understanding, and restore my speedi. 
As 1 am not at all helpless I want no pwucular 
assistance, but am strongly affected by Mrs. 

' Davies's tenderness; and when 1 think she can 
do, me good, shall be very glad to call upon her. 

I bad' ordered friends to be shut out ; but one or 
two hove fbund the way in ; and if you come you 
shall be admitted : fer 1 know not whom I can 
'see that will bring more amusement on bis.tongue, < 
or more kindness in his'heaj^ 

**Iamj&c. 

*' Sam. Johnson.” 

Jane 18,1788.” 

* ■ * ' • \ 

' It gives'- me great pleasure to preserve such a 
memorial of Jcmnsdn’s regard for Mr. Davies,- to 
whom 1 .was indebted for my introduction to him*. 
— ^He indeed loved Davies cordially, of whicb'l 
shall ^ve the following littie evidence. * -' One day 
when he had treated him with too much-a^pe- 
rily, Tom, who was not -without pride imd spirit,' 
wrat.off in a passion but be had hardly reached 
home, when Frank, who had bem sent after him, 

* PodrDoirioik, hmram, tboiirt be did not hlmMirintndneo me 

to Dr. JobnnmnshepnnniBedi-pndthenieritof {nfradnoinEiaoto 
Datlm, the inmedtate intndnotor, 

03 * ■ 
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head, whicb lasted, I sappose, abouthalf a minute. 
I was alarmed, and prayed God that, however be 
' might afflict my body, he would spare my under- . 
standing. This grayer, that I might try the inte- 
^ty of my &ca11ie^ I made in Latin verse.' T^he 
hues were not veiy good, but 1 knew them not 
to be very good : 1 made them easily; 'and con- 
cluded myself to be unimpaired in my faculties. 

“ Soon after I perceived that I bad suffered a 
paralytick stroke, and that my speroh was takra 
from 'me. I had no pain, and so little dejection 
in this dreadful state that I wondered at my own 
apathy, and considered that perhaps death itself, 
when it should come, would excite less horronr 
than seems now to attend it 
. '* In order to rouse the vocal organs, I took two 
drams. Wine has been celebrated for the pro- 
duction of eloquence.. I put myself into violent 
motion, and I think repeated it; but all was vain. 

I then went to bed, and strange as it may seem, 

1 think slept. When J saw light, it was time to 
contrive what I should do. Though God stopped 
my speech, he left me my band; I enjoyed a 
. mercy which was not granted to my dear friend 
Lawrence, who now perhaps overlooks me as I 
am writing, and rejoices that I have what be 
wanted. My first note was necessarily to my 
servant, who came in taking, and could not im- 
mediately comprehend why he should read what 
I put into his bauds. 

** I tlien wrote a card to Mr. Allen that 1 might 
have a discreet friend at hand, to act as occasion 
should require. In penning this note I had some 
difficulty; my hand, I knew not how nor why, 
made wrong letters. I then wrote to Dr. Taylor 
to come to mei, and bring Dr. Heberden : and I 
sent to Dr. Brocklesby, who is my neighbour. 
My physicians are very friendly, and give me 
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quired after me. Most of my friends hare, in- 
deed, been very attentive. Thank dear . Lord 
Hailes for his present 

“ 1 hope yon found at your return every thing 
gay and prosperous, and your lady, in particular, 
quite recovered and confirmed. Pay her my re- 
spects. ' 

** I am, DEAR SIR, 

** Your most humble servant, 

** Sau. Johnson.’* 

' “ ^ndon, Jotj 3 , 1763." 

I 

I • 

** TO SIRS. LUCT PORTER, IN LICHFIELD. 

** DEAR HADAU, 

The account \rhich yon give of your health is 
but melancholy. May it please God to restore 
you.. My disease afiected my speech, and still 
continues, in some d^ree, to obstruct my utter- 
ance; my voice is distinct enough for a- while; 
but the oi^^ans being still weak, are quickly 
weaiy; but in other respects I am, 1 think, rather 
better than I have lately been ; and can let you 
know my state without the help of any other 
band. 

** In the opinion of my firiends, and in my own, 
I am gradually mendiua. The physicians consi- 
der me as cured, and 1 had leave four days ago 
to wash the cantharides from my head. Last 
Tuesday I dined at the Club. 

*' I,am going next week into Kea^ and pur- 
pose to change the air frequently this summer; 
' whether 1 shall wander so far as Stafibrdshire I 
cannot tell. 1 should be glad to come. 'Return 
my thanks to Mrs. Cobb and Mr. Pearson, and 
all that have shown attention to ine. 

“ Let us, my dear, pray for one. another, and 
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delivered ibis note: — ** Come,- come, dear Davies, 
I am alnrays sorry when we- quarrel; send me 
word that we are friends.**, 

• * ’ # 
**.TO JAMES BOSWBLI^ ESQ. 

“dear sir, 

“ Your anxiety about my healtli is very friendly, 
and very agreeable with yonr general kindness. I 
have, indeed, bad a very frightfnl-blow. On the 
17th of last month, about uiree in the morning, 
as near as I can ^uess, I perceived myself almost 
totally deprived of speech. I bad no pain. My 
.oigans were so obstructed that I could say no, 
but could scarcely say yes. I wrote the, neces- 
sary directions, for it ]^eased God to spare my 
band, and sent for Dr. uebe^en and Dr. Brock-- 
lesby. Between the time in which 1 discovered 
my own disorder, and that in which I sent for 
the doctors, I had, 1 bdieve, in spite of my sur* 

E rise and solicitude, a* little sleep, and Nature 
^an to renew its operations. They came and 
gave the directions which .the disease required, 
and from that time I have been continually im- 
proving in articulation. I can now speak, ■ but 
the nerves are weak, and 1 cannot continue dis- 
course, lon^; but strength, I hope, will return. 
The physimans consider me as cured. I was last 
Sunday at church. On Tnesdi^ 1 took an air- 
ing to Hampstead, and dined with the Club, 
where Lord Palmerston was proposed, -and, 
against my opinion, was rejected *. 1 designed 
to go next week with Mr. Langton to -Roches- 
ter, where I pur|)Ose to stay about ten days,' and 
then try some other air. l.have many kind invi- 
tations. Your brother has veiy frequently in- 

* Hit DordiUp Ttu toon nUer ohoton, tnd ft mnr n member of 

thoGInb. 
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" TO DR. BROCKLESBY. 

** DEAR 8XR, Healo, near Salisbni;, Aug. 29, 1783. 

“Without appearing to want a just sense of 
your kind attention, I cannot omit to give an 
account of the day which seemed to appear in 
some sort perilous. I rose at five, and went out 
at six; and having reached Salisbury about nine, 
went forward a few miles in my friend's chariot. 
I was no more wearied with the journey, though 
it was a high-hung, rough coach, than I should 
have been forty years ago. We shall now see 
what air will do. The country is all a plain; 
and the house in which 1 am, so far as 1 can 
judge iiom my window, for 1 write before I have 
left my chamber, is sufficiently pleasant. 

** Be so kind as to continue yonr attention to 
Mrs. Williams ; it is great consolation to the 
well, and still 'greater to the sick, that they find 
themselves not neglected; and 1 know tliat you 
will be. desirous of giving comfort; even where 
you have no great hope of giving 'hdp. 

“ Since I wrote the former part of the letter, I 
find that by the course of the post 1 cannot send 
it before the thirty-first 

» 1 am, &c. 

“ Sam. Johnson.** 

little nse to her, I Iihto detiinniflod to pees some Ume with Mr. 
Bomos neer Seliabniy, wid hoTO taken a pleoo Ibr Thnredqr. 

M SoBQ benefit may be peiimpa reodTod ftom change ofuhr, eomo 
froin change of compaiqr, and apmo ftom mere obango of dace. It 
m notMqr to grov.^1 in a cbambor wboro one has long been dok, 
ud where may thing seen and oroiy penon apcaUng reviTes and 
, imprcHceimagea of pain, ^ongb It bo tme that no man can mn 
away from bimralf, y^ he mej ceoape ftom many eanaee of nedeee 
nneaaincBS. That tlemAid triftoaai yUm to tho boant of a fidlen 
angd that had leanicd to lie. Bxtcxnu loodity has great efiheto, at 
least imon all embodied bdogs. I bi^o this little joninqr will afifoid 
mo at least some suspense of nnlnuoholy.” M.] 


W8 THE LIFE OF 1789.' 

consider our sujRerings as notices mercifully giveu 
ns to prepare ourselves for another state. 

“ live now but in a melancholy way. My 
old inend Mr. Levett is dead, who lived- with me 
in thehous^ and was useful and companionable; 
Mrs. Desmoulins is gone away; and Mrs. Wil- 
liams is so much decayed that she can add little 
to another’s gratifications. The world passes 
away, and we are passing with '.it; hut there is* 
doubtless, another world, which will endure for 
ever. Let us all fit ouraelves for it. * 

** I am, 

" Sah. Johnson.” 

" London, JaJy 6, 1783." 

/Such tvas the general vigour of his constitu*' 
tion that he recovered from this alarming and 
severe attack with wonderful quickness ; so that . 
in July he was able to make a visit to Mr. Lang' 
ton at Rochester, where he passed about a fort- 
night^ and made little ‘excursions as easily as at- 
any time of his life. In August he went as for 
- Us the neighbourhood of Salisbury, to Heal^ the 
seat of William Bowles, Esq. a gentleman whom 
1 have heard him praise for exemplary .religions 
oitier in his family. In his diary I find a short 
but honourable mention of this visit : — ** August 
28, 1 came to Heale without fatigue. 30, 1 am 
entertained quite* to my mind'.” 

* pn hia letter to Bin. 'Ilinle, written on tho ISth'of Angns^ m 
find the Iblloiring melanofaoly pingn^ ; 

"I enl now broken with duease, without the nllerlation of Ami' 
liar friendaUp or domeatiok aodoty: I have no middle atate between 
tdamonr ana allenoe, between general oonTeraattm and aelflonnent> 
ing aditnde. Lovett ia dead, and poor Williama ia making haato to 
die: 1 know not ifahe will ever mote oome ont oTher ehani ber.** 

In a anbaeqnent letter (Angnat 3Q he adda, “ Mia. WUliama 
fanoiea now and then that ahe growa better, bnt her tltal poinra ap> 
pw to be alowlj bnrnlog ont. Nobody tblnlm, however, tbrt aho 
will voiy aoon be qnito waatod, and aa aho anSte mo to be of voiy 
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' “ He. likewise projected,. but at what pait 
of his life is ubt known, a work to show- how- small: 
a qaantity: of real fiction there is in the world';- 
and that the -.same images, with very little varia- 
tion, have served all the aathoara who have -ever 
written.’*- - ■ - . 

' “.His thoughts in the latter part of his life were 
frequently employed on bis .deceu.ed friends. — . 
He often muttered -these, or. such like sentences: 

* Poor man! and .then ‘he died.'** 

' ** Speaking of- a. certain -literary friend, *Hei4 
. & very pompous puzzling fellow (said he) he 
lent me a letter once that somebody had .written 
to. him, no matter, what it was about; but. he 
wanted, to have. the lettmrback, and. expressed a 
mighty value for it ; he hoped it was to be met 
wiu again, .be would not lose it for a thousand 
pounds. 1 laid my hand npon it soon afterwards, 
and gave it him. J believe I said, I was very 
glad to have met with it . O, then he did not 
know feat it signified any. thing. So you see, 
when fee.letter. wu lost it was .worfe a.feonsand 
pounds, and .wheh.it. was found it.was not worth 
a farthing.*** '. 

'■ V The style and character of his conversation 
is pretty generally known ; it was certainly con- 
ducted in . conformity with a precept of Lord 
Bacon, but it is not clear, 1 apprehend, that this 
conformity was either perceived or intended by 
Johnson. The precept alluded to is as follows : 

praaenrod in mannioilpi; lia wonid, iritboot donbl^ bars prodnoed 
a most ndnable and onrions blstoij of CnmiiraU'slifb.*' 

[£ maj.add tbat, had Johnson pTon ns a IJIb of CromveO, «» 
should not hsTO boon jdisgnsted In nnmbeilass insfanoos nrlli^ 
" MV Lord Proteotoi” and "JUb Lady Protootnss;" and oertainly 
the bnital ruffian, who presided in the bloo4y assembly that mur- 
dered their. Borenign,, would h^To been obaraotmiied hy.'reiy dif. 
fhrent qnthetB tiiatf tlwse wUbh aro appfied to Urn In this woifc, 
whore we Sud;him dosoiibed as " the eefii end ddSnuhtedf^Biad. 
. Shaw." M.] 
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While he was here he had a letter from Dr. 
Brocklcsby, acquainting^ him of the deatli of 
Mrs. Williams’, which aiTected him a good deal. 
Though for several years her temper had not been 
complacent, she had yalnable qualities, and her, 
departure left, a blank in his'hoiisa Upon this 
occasioh he, according to his habitual course of 
piety, composed a prayer*. . 

^ ] shall here insert a few particulars concerning 
him, with which I have been favoured by one of 
his friends. 

*' He had once conceived the design of w*riting 
the Life of Oliver Cromwell; sayiug, that lie 
thought it must be .highly curious to trace, his 
extrao^inary rise to the .supreme power from 
so obscure a beginning. He at length laid aside 
his scheme, on discovering that all that can be 
told of him is already in print ; and tlint it is ini' 
practicaljle to procure any authentick informa> 
tidii hi addition to what the world, is already pos> 
sessed of*. 

* [la bh letter to Bliss Sussnns Tfanile, Sept 0, 1783^ lie thos 
writes ! *' Prajr show mammii tbbi psssogo of a letter ftoni Dr. Bmk- 
Irsby. * Bln. Wlllinois, Ihioi mere inaaillooi has at length paid thb 
great debt to natnie about three o’clock Ibis morning (Scjit. 0^ 

(lied wifhout a straggle, retaining ber rsenlties to the very lost, anil, 
us she expressed it, haring set her bonso in order, was prepared to 
IcaTo it at tlie last Bunmoiis of natore.' " 

In Ills letter to Bln. Tbralo, Sept. 90 , be adds, "Poor Wlllinros 
bos, 1 hinio, seen tlie end of her alOiotious. She acted with pmdence, 
and slie boro with Ibrtttade. She bos IcU no. 

■Tliou Ibr weary tusk bast done. 

Homo art gone, and ta’en tliy wages.' 

Had she bad good bnmoarond prompt eloenllim, ber nniTcnal eniio- 
siiy and oompiebcnrirc fcnowlrdgc’wonld bare made ber the delight 
»r all that knew her. She baa her Uttle to yonr cl^tjr aehool.** 
BI.] 

' FrajBrs and Blcditations, p. 280. 

* [Blr. jGlalona observes, " Ibis, however, was entirely a mislnko, 
os anpeara rrom the BIcmoin published by Blr. Noble. Had Jolin- 
son been itaniisbcd wilb (be materials nbicb tfao indnstiy oTfbol gcii> 
Ucfflsn has proenifd, and with otbcis wlncb, it is belicied, are yet 
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lie thought, contained the best collection of the 
eyidences of the divinity of the Ghristiw system.*' 
“ Ghymistry was always an interesting pursuit 
with 'Dr. Johnson.' Whilst he was in Wiltshire, 
he attended ■ some experiments that were made 
by a physician at Salisbury, on the new kinds of 
air. In the course of the experiments frequent 
mention being made of Dr. Priestley, ,Dr. John- 
son knit his brows,'' and in a stem manner in- 
quired, * Why do we hear so much of Dr. Priest' 
ley*? He was Tery -properly ^wered, * Sir, 
because we are indebted to him for these impor- 
tant discoveries.* On this Dr. Johnson appeared 


' ■ I dd not mnda at lohmon's diqiteunra arhm the name of Dr. 
Piiestlmmuimoirtioiied: fiirlktunrnoTRitorwhohaebeeBniffiBced 
to pnbluh more pemioianB dootrinee. 1 hhell Inelenoe oidy three. 
Pint,- JUiitfneSiM j by whioh eniid ie denied to hnmen netaie; wbiob, 
ir bellored, 'rnnit depihre oe of oveiy elentod pilnidple. Seoondly, 
rSmiRto; or the doctrine that ereqr aeliain,«helhor good or bed,i» 
toolnded in an onohangeahle' and nnaviddnhla ayatem ( a notion at* 
tolly aabreralTB of moral goremment. Thirdly, that we bvo no , 
naaon to think that the Atuv worid {wUdh, aa ho la rieased to m> 
firmtm, trill be adapted to onr a ic nifa rn yr mod nature) wOl be ma* 
torinlto.dlBiuent-ftom tiBt; wbiob, if bdlorcd, wonld rink wiefebed 
morlala^hito.deapafar, aa thcy.oauld no longer hi^ fbr tlw " rent Uiat 
lemrineith iw the people of wlbrfliathBi^eBB whioh la le- 
Toaled'to na aa aometUng bejjtmd .our preaent oonoeptionai bat 
wonld.fM themadTea doomed to a oontlnnatlon of the nneaay atato 
. Under wldflih they now groan. iBWOdfUngoftbepetalant lntem> 
peranoe trith wUbh he darea to barot the tenetaMe eatahHahmmita 
of hia conntiy. • 

. ^ a apedmen of hiawritinga, labdl quote the ibHowInc paeange, 
wmoh appeam to me equally aboard and Impfame, and wmob ndght 
nte been retorted upon Imi by the' men wno were proaeonted ibr 
b urnin g Ub houae. '• I cannot (aaya bo), aa a fMeeHimaa fmeaniim 
menntenn], batoi^fluaj beeauae I oonaider Urn aa kam. In an 
reapecta, jnat wbat God baa medb Ada fe ie; and dao aa dni^ aatA 
' **V?*. ** BO'Odng but what he waa mru^ and ap- 

jwmtedtodo: God bring the oabcnuc, ana men iwthiw more than 
tbo laWnimntr in Ida handa to eneafe an kepIlMnri;*>-filnatia1ionB 
«f ™l^p1dodNoooad|y, p. 111. 

. Rererend Dr.iPair, in a late treat, appeara to auppoae that 
Dr.ilmafoaiiat ni^ eadared int ofimort wiwitM aaiMenneieaAAJ^. 

' PrieitZM lnjnatioetoDr.J<Anaon,ldedaiemy8imbdiefthathe 
never did. iUnalriona fUend waa parSenli^ readnte In not 
giring oonntenance to'men wboae writmga he conridered aa peml- 
dona to aodoly. 1 waa preaent ai Oxford when Dr. Prie^ oven bO' 
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‘.In all kinds of speech, either pleasant^ graven' 
severe^ or ordinary, it is conTeniehf to spei^ lei> 
snrely, and rather- drawlingly than hastily: be- 
canse hasty speech confoonds the memory, and 
oftentimes, besides . the nnseemliness, drives a 
man'd'ther to stammering,, a nonplus, or harping 
on that which should follow; whereas a slow 
speech confirmeth the memory, addetb a conceit 
of vnsdom to tihe hearers, besides a seemliness of 
speech and countenance’.* -Pr. Johnson’s me- 
thod of conversation was certainly calculated to' 
ezdte attention, and to* amuse and instruct (as it 
happened) without wearying or confusing his com- 
pany. • He was always most perfectiy clear and 
perspicuous; and his language was so accurate 
and nis sentences so neauy constructed, that his ■ 
conversation might >have been all print^ without' 
any correction. At the- same time it was easy 
and natural ; the accuracy of it had no appear* 
ance of labour, constrain^ or stiffness ; he-seemed 
more correct than others, by Ae force of habit and 
the cnstomaiy exercises of his TOwerfurmind.*’ 

** He spoke often in praise of Prencb literature. 
*The French are excellent in this (he would say), 
they have a book on every subject’ From what 
he had seen of them he deni^ them the praise 
of superior politeness, and mentioned, with veiy 
visible disgust tbe custom they have of spitting 
on the floors of their apartments. * This (said the 
Doctor) is' as gross a thing as can well be done; 
and one wonders how any mao, or set of men, 
can persist in so offensive a practice for a whole 
day together; one should expect that the first 
dfort to’wards civilization would remove it even 
among savages.’ ** 

** Baxter’s * Reasons of the Christian Bdigion,’ 

■ *• nainto fbr CSvil Convefsation.— Bboob’s Woilca^ 4to> toL L 
p.67l. BL] 
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trials daring this year. The stroke of the palsy 
has been related circnmstantially; but he was also 
afflicted \rith the gonti- and <was besides troubled 
frith a complaint which not only was attended 
with immediate inconrenience, but threatened 
him with a chirnmcal operation from which most 
men would shriim. The complaint was a sarco> 
cdct which Johnson bore with uncommon firm- 
nras, and was not at all frightened while he looked 
forward to amputation. He was attended by 
Mr. Pott and Air. Crniksli^k. I have before 
me a letter of the 30th of July this year, to Mr. 
Cruikshank, in which he says, *' I, am going to 
p&t mysdf into yonr hands and another, accom- 
panying a set of his ** Lives of the Poets,” in 
which be says, ** I beg yonr acceptance of these 
volumes as an acknowledgment of the great fa- 
vours which you have bestowed on, sir, your most 
obliged and mo,8t humble servant.” I have in my 
possession several more letters, from him to Mr. 
Cruikshank, and also to Dr. Mndge at Plymouth, 
which it would be improper to inser^ as they are 
■filled with unpleasing technical -details. I shall, 
however, extract fiom his letters to Dr. Madge 
• such passages as show either a felicity of espres- 
sion or the undaunted state of his mind. 

“ My^ conviction of yonr skill, and my bdief of 
your friendship, determine me to- entreat your 
opipion aiid adrice .” — ** In this state I with great 
earnestness desire you to tell me what is to be 
done[. Excision is doubtless necessary to the 
corei and I know -not any means of i>alliation. 
The operation is doubtless painful, but is it dan- 
gerous -r -The pain I hope to endure with decen- 
cy ; but I am loa& to put life into much hazard.” 
; — ** By representing the gout as an'autagoaist to 
the pails^ yon'have said enough to make it wel- 
come. l^is is not strictly the first fit, but I hope 
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\rell content; and replied, * Well, irell,- 1 believe 
we are; and let every man have the honour he 
has merited.'” 

** A iiiend was one day, abont two years before 
his death, struck with some instance of Dr. John- 
son's great candour. 'Well, sir (said he), I will 
always say that you are a very candid man.' — 
-*Wil'l you (replied the Doctor)? I doubt then- 
you will be very singular. But, indeed, sir (con- 
tinued be), I look upon mysdf to be a man veiy 
much misunderstood. I am not an uncandid, nor 
am 1 a severe man. I sometimes say more than 
I mean in jest; and people are apt to believe me 
serious: however, I am more candid than 1 was 
when 1 was 3 *onnger. As I know more of man- 
kind I expect less of them, and am ready now to 
call a man a good man upon easier terms than 
I was formerly.*” 


On bis return from Heale be wrote to Dr. Bur- 
ney . — ** I came home on the 18th of September, 
at noon, to a very disconsolate bouse. You and 
‘ I have lost our friends ; but you hare more inends 
at home. My domestick companion is taken 
from me. She is much missed, for her acquisi- 
tions were many, and her curiosity universal; so 
that she partook of every conversation. I am 
not well enough to go much out ; and to sit,' aud 
eat, or fast alone^ is ve^ wearisome. I always 
mean to send my compliments to all the ladies.'* 
His fortitude' aud patience met with severe 


fore ho had niideicd himsdrao gcneRdlj obmnions hr his zeal far 
the IVeneh irvolntion, canc into a conpaiqr vhere Johnson nrasi 
who instantir left the room. Slnch non would he hat c nprobaled 
Dr. Friestlcj. , 

Whoervf- wishes to see a perfect delineation of this Littrerf JixA 
of eff Tndn mar find it in an in{:eaions tract, cnatlrd, ** A small 
Wbnle-ljcncth of Dr. rriesUcr,** printed for Biiinstons in St. Foul s 
Ctarch Yard. 
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me' iritb a -Tiolence tirhicb I never ^peiienced 
before. It made me helpless as an infant” — ^And 
in another, having mentioned Mrs. ‘Williams, he 
says, — " whose death, following that of Levet^ 
hna now* made my house a solitnde. She left her 
little sabstance to a charity school.' She is, 1 
hope, where there is neither darkness, nor want, 
nor sorrow.” 

I wrote to him, b^^ng to know the state of 
his health,' and mentioned that “ Baxter’s Ana- 
creon, which is in the library at Auchinleck, was, 

I find,' collated by ^ fleilher in 1727, with the MS. 
bdonging to the iJniversity of Leyden, and be 
has made a' number of Notes upon it Would 
you advise me to publish a new edition of it?” 

His answer was dated September 30. — ** You 
should not make your Istters such rarities when 
you know, or might know, the uniform state of 
my health. It is very long since I heard from 
yon ; and that I haf e not answered is a very in- 
' sufficient reason for the silence of a friend.^ — 

* Your-Anacreon is a very uncommon book; nei- 
ther. London nor.Gambrid^ can supply a copy 
of that edition. Whether it should be rrarinted, 
;rou‘ cannot do better than consult Lord Elailes. — 
Besides my constant smd radical disease, 1 have 
been for these ten days much harassed with the 
. gout; but that has now remitted. 1 hope God 
will yet gran't me a little longer life, and make 
me less unfit to appear b^re him.” 

He this autumn received a visit from the cele- 
brated Mrs. Siddohs. He mvhs this account of 
it in one of his letters to Mrs. Thrale' [October 
27] : — ** Mrs. Siddons, in her visit' to me, oehaved 
with great modesty and propriety, and left nothing 
behind har to be censored or despised. • Neither 
praise nor money, the two powerful cd’rraptdrs of 
mankind, seem to have depraved her. I shall be 
glad to see her again. Her brother Kemble calls 
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it is as good as the first; for it is the second that 
ever confined me ; and the first was ten years ago, 
much less fierce and fier}' than Uns." — “Write, 
dear sir, what yon can to inform or encourage 
me. The operation is not delayed by any fears 
or objections of mine.” 


“ TO AEKStT LANGTOK, ESQ. 

“-DEAE SIR, 

“ You may very reasonably charge me with in- 
sensibility of your kindness, and that of Lady 
Rothes, since 1 hare suffered so much time to 
pass without paying any acknowledgment. 1 
now, at last, return my thanks ; and why I did it 
not sooner 1 ought to tell you. I went into Wil^ 
shire as soon as 1 well could, and was there much 
employed in palliating my own malady. Disease 

f iroduces much selfishness. A man in pain is 
ooking after ease; and lets most other things go 
as chance shall dispose of them. In the mean 
time I hare lost a companion*, to whom I bare 
had recourse for domestick amusement for thirty 
years, and whose variety of knowledge never was 
exhausted; and now return to a habitation vacant 
and dcsolala 1 carry about a very troublesome 
and dangerous complaint, which admits no cure 
but by die chirnigical knife. Let me have your 
prayers. I am. See. 

“ Sam. Joiixson." 

" liondon, .SepL 39, 1783.” 


Happily the complaint abated without his be- 
ing put to the torture of amputation. But wc 
must surely admire the manly resolution which 
lie discovered while it hung over him. 

In a letter to the same gentleman he write.*!, 
“ The gout has within these four days coinc upon 

* .Mfv. Ann» W’illi»ms. 
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nuder8tandiDg.*~rI once talked with Colley Cib- 
ber, and thonght him ignorant of .the principles 
of his art. — Garrick, madam, \ras no' oeclaimer;* 
there \ra8 not one of his ovrn scene-shifters who 
•could not have spoken he, or not to he, better 
•tiian. he .did ; yet he tras tlie only actor I ever 
saw, whom 1 could call a master both in tragedy 
and comedy; though I liked him best in comedy. 
A true conception of character and natural ex- 
pression of it were his distinguished excellences.* 
Haling expatiated, with his usual force and elo- 
.quence, on Mr. Garridc's extraordinary eminence 
as an actor, he condnded with this compliment 
to his sodal talents; *And after all, madam, I 
thought him less to be envied on the stage than 
At the head of a table.*” 

Johnson, indeed, had thon^t more upon tlie 
subject of acting than ought be generally sup- 
posed. Tdking of it one day to Mr. Kemble, 
he said, “Are you, sir,, one of those enthusiasts 
who believe yourself transformed into the very 
character yon represent?” Upon Mr. Kemble*s 
answering — ^that he had never felt so strong a 

S ersnasion faimsdf; “To be sure not, sir (said 
ohnson) ; the thine is impossible. And if Gar- 
ride really believed himself to be that monster, 
Richard the Third, he deserved to be hanged 
every time he performed it*.** 

* iXj imibj rrioid, Sb; Jobn Niehd^ «u present when ]llr. 
wnderson, the aetor, paid a visit to Dr. Johnson; andwasreoeived 
in a veijr eonrteona nmnnerr-aeo " Oontlenian^ Magariho,*' Jnne 

1 fbnnd, among Dr. Johnson'h papers, the roilowing lettor to him, 
from the oelebiated Mis. Bellaniy: 

"TO DB. JOHNSON. ' 

"sib, 

"Thb llatteilngTCnioniibianee ofihe partiaBtj jon hononred no with, 
'Some jreaiB ago^ as' well as the hnmanitj you are fcnoim to possess, 
has eneonraged me to sollidtyoBr patronage at my Benefit 
"By a loqg Chancciy snif, and a compuoalod train oronfinrtn'nate 
VOL. IV. V 
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aod rememberi that as others die \re must die 
toO) and prepare ourselves diligently for the last 
great trial. 

** 1 anit HADAM, 

“ Yours affectionately, 

. " Bolt Cowl, Fleet Stieet, « SaM. JohNSON.” 

Not. 10, 1783. 

A pleasing instance of the generous attention 
of one of hiB friends has heeii discovered hy the 
puhlication of Mrs. Tlirale's collection of Letters. 
'In a letter to one of tlie Miss Thra1es^ he writes, 
“A friend, whose name I will tell when your 
luaninia has tried to guess it, scut to my physi- 
cian to inquire whether this^ long train of illness 
lisid mo into difficulties for xmiit of moDojTi 

witli an invitation to send to him for what occasion 
‘ required. I shall write tliis night to tliank him, 
haring no need to horrow.” And afterwards, in 
a letter to h&s. Tlirale, ** Since you cannot guess, 
I will tell yon, that tlie ^ncrous man was Gerard 
Hamilton. I returned him a very thankful and 
reroectful letter*.** 

. I applied to Mr. Hamilton, hy a common friend, 
and he has been so obliging as to let me have 
Johnson*8 letter to him upon this occasion, to 
adorn my collection. 

I ■ 

** TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE WILLIAM GERARD 
HAMILTON. 

"DEAR SIR, • 

"Your kind inquiries after my affairs and your 
generous offers have been communicated to me 
By Dr. Brocldeshy. 1 return thanks with great 
sincerity, baring lived long enough to know' what 
, gratitude is dne.to such friendship ; and entreat 

* VoI.i;;p.3S8. •.VoI.fl.-p.34a 

p 2 
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* TO MRS. LUCY PORTER, IN LICSFIBLD. ‘ 

. "DEABUADABI, ... 

"l^E death -of poor Mr. Porter, of which your 
maid has s&it ah acooun^ most bare rery modi 
surprised yon. The d^th of a fnend is alobost 
dvays nnexpeciad : we do hot lore to think of 
i^ and thereroie-are not prepared ibr its coming. 
He was, I think, a religions man,, and therefore 
that his end was happy. 

“.Death has likewise risited my monmfal habi- 
tation. • Iiast month died Mrs. T^illiams, who ' 
had been to me for thirty years in the place of a 
sister: her kuowledTO whs ^eat, and hef c!oa- 
rersation pleasing. 1 now lire in dieerless soli- ’ 
tilde. 

“ My two -last yean hare passed nndef the 
' pressure of snccessire diseases. 1 hare lately 
'had the gont with some a^erity. But 1 
derfully estiaped the opmation which 1 inentioti- 
ed^ and am upon tiie whole restored to health 
beyond my own expectation. . ■ ^ 

** As we daily see onr friends die ronoA ns, • 
' we that ate left most cling doser, and if xre han 
do nothing ihor^ at least pray for one anothw; 


emrtRiIaiBndnoedtolbegnatMtdiitnas} wlilcli obliges n^ono# 
non^toiMaesttbeiiidalraoeofthapinbliiab 

"Give me leave to i^eit the hoBoor of jenu eomyu^ ” 
aamnvoiL 1C von sniiitniy request, the gtaiMwelion Isoallnd, Best 
bdngpatmriaedbjDr. JohnsoB, wiabe infbrttely aaperbur to auT 
- advantage that ntie ailaeftom ue BeDefit; as I am, with the pie- 
Siiiiideitieqpeo^ ^ 

"Your meet obedient hniAble servant 
“G.A.Bmmut.'' 

"Vo. XlfDafce Straet St lanes'^ 

BliW 11> ITSS." 

I am humy in teoaidfaw these partleidara, nbbih 
tUnsMonsMendUvddtolmnkmnob moreiknmrabl; wFisS*i*”'*'' 
he ^ipestS to have done in the early pert of bis liib. * 
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Didn of 'it, which he accordingly didi in aletterto 
that lady. Sir JoshnaBe^dds having infimned 
me that' this letter was in: Lord* Carlisle’s posses- 
sion, thon^ 1 was not fortdnate enough to have 
the.hononr of beii^ ‘known to his Lordshim-thist- 
ihg to the general courtesy of literature, I wrote 
' to him, requesting the &vonr of a copy of<it, and 
to be ]^mitted to insert it in my life of Dr. John- 
son. us'Lordship was so good as to comply with 
my 'request, and. has thus enabled me to enrich 
my work with. a very fincpiece.of writing, which 
displays both the- critical skill and politeness of 
my illustrious friend ; and perhaps the curiosity 
which it will excite may induce the noble and 
d^nt Authonr to gratify the world by the pub- 
lication* of a performance, of which Dr. Johnson 
has spoken in such tenns. 

« Td'UNS.'CHi^ONE. 

** UADAU, 

* • • 
** By sending the tragedy to me- a second time*, 
1< think that a very* hononrable distinction has 
been shown m^ and I did not delay the perusal, 
of which I am now to tell the effect. 

*' The construction of the playis not completely 
T^lar; the ata^ is too oftcm vacant, and the 
scenes are not sufficiently connected. This, how- 
ever, would be called by Dryden only a m'echa- 
nical defect; which takes away little from the 
power of the poem, and which is seen rather than 
fdt 

"A rigid examiner of the-diction 'mighty per- 
haps, .wish-somfe words changed, and some lines 

■ Areiro(mlesoiilyor(idBlnigo4]rfiKV«iMrapiinfed,aiid'giv«n to 
tbo aotboni’B fiiendi. 

9 Dr. Jahnson, haviiig be«n very ill when tlio tragedy vasfirat sent 
to liini, bad deoUned thcooinnlerafion oru. 
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.that my i^asarmay.not be imputed to snllenness 
or pride. 1 am, indeed, in no want Sickness 
is, by Ibe generosity of my physicians, jof Jlttle 
• expense to me. Bnt if any unexpected exigence 
should press me,^yon shall see, dear sir, how 
cheerfully Ijcan be .obliged to so much liberality. 

" I am, siK, 

» Your most obedient 

“ ^d most 'humble servant . 

“Sam. Johnson.** 

' « November 10, 17Sa« 

. • 1 ' 
1 find in this, as in fbrmei; years, notices of bis 
kind attention to Mrs. Grardiner, who, -though .in 
the. humble station of a ' tallowdiandler .upon 
Snow Hill, was a woman of excellent good sense, 

E ious, and charitable*. She told me, she bad 
een introduced to him by Mrs.. Masters,^ 
poetess, whose volumes he revised, and, it is 
said; illnm'inated here and there with a ray of his 
own genius. Mrs. Gardiner was very, zealous for 
the support of die Ladies* charity school in .tlie 
parish of St. Sepulchre. It is confined to females ; 
and, I am told, it afibrded a hint for the stoiy of 
Broom in “The Idler.** Johnson this year, 
1 find, obtained for it a sermon from the late 
Bishop of St Asaph, Dr. Shipley, whom he, in 
one of bis letters to Mrs. Thrale, characterizes as 
“kndwing and convereible;** and whom all who 
knew bis Lordship, even those who differed from 
him in politicks, remember with much respect. 

The Bari of Carlisle having written a tragedy,^ 
entided “The Father's Revenge, ** some of his 
Lordship's friends applied to Mrs. Ghapone, to 
prevail on Dr. Johnson to read and give bis opi- 


' [In hii Will Dr. Jdhnaon left her • book " nt her eleoSon, to 
keepaen tokmof remembrenoe.” 

[ThiB exoellent women died Septemoa IS, 1789, aged 74. A. C. . ' 
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I consulted him on two questions of .a very dif- 
ferent nature: one, whether the unconstitutional 
influence lesercised by the Peers of Scotland in 
the election of the representatives of the Com- 
mons, by means of fictitious qualifications, ought 
not to be resisted the other, What, in propriety 
and humanity, should be done with old horses 
unable to labour. . I gave him some account . of 
my life at Auchinleck ; and expressed my satis* 
fiiction that the gentlemen of the county had, at 
two publidc meetings, elected me their Prases, 
or Chairman. 

TO JA»IES BOSWRLL, ESQ: 

** DEAR SIR, 

** Lire all other men who have great friends, you 
b^n to feel the pai^ of Deflected merit; and 
all the comfort that 1 can give yon is, by tellipg 
you that you have probably more pangs to feeh 
and more n^lect to snfier. Ton bav^ indeed, 
b^n to complain too soon; and 1 hope I am the 
, only confidant of your discontent ■ Tour fiiends 
have not yet had leisure to gratify personal kind- 
ness ; they have hitherto been busy in strengthen- 
ing th^ ministerial interest If a vacancy hap- 
pens in Scotland, give them early intelligence; 
and as you can serve Government as powerfully 
as any of yonr probable competitoiy, you may 
make in some sort a warrantable claim. 

Of the exaltations and depressions of your 
mind yon delight to talk, and I hate to hear. 
Drive all such rancies finm yon. 

** On the day when I received your let ter,T 
think, tiie foregoing page was written; to which 
one disease or anotiier has hindered me from mak- 
ing any additions. I am now a littie better. But 
sickness and solitude press me very heavily. 1 
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. more Yigoroualy terminated. Bat from each petty 
imperfections what writer ever iiee? ' 

“The ^eral ferm and ferce of the dialogue is 
of more importance. It seems to- want that 
quickneEB of redprocation . which characterizes 
the English drama, and is not always suffidently 
fervid' ot animated. 

“ Of the. sentiments, I. remember' not one that 
1 .wished omitted. .-In the imageiy I cannot for* 
bear to; distingnish the comparison of joy soc- 
ceeding grief to light rnshing on the eye accus- 
tomed to darkness. It seems to have all that can 
be desired to make it please. It is new, just^ and 
ddi ght fiil^. 

“With die character^ either as conceived or 
preserved, I have no fenlt to find; bnt was much 
mdined to congratulate a writor, who, in defiance 
of prejudice and fashion, made the Archbishop a 
good man, and scorned all thougbtleBs applause 
which a vidous churchman would have brought 
him. 

** The -catastrophe is afiecting. The -Fattier 
and Daughter both culpable^ both.wretdied, and 
both penitent, divide between them our pity and 
our sorrow. 

“Thus, madam, I have performed what l did 
not willingly undertake and could not decently 
refuse. Tne noble writer will be pleased to re- 
member that sincere criticism oug^t to raise no 
resentment, because judgment is not under the 
control of will ; but involuntary criticism, as it. 
has still less of choice, oug^t to be more remote 
from possibility of ofience. I am, &c. 

"Nov. 38 , 1768 ." “ Sam. Johnson.” 

* "I oonld havo boraemy wom; that olniim Joy 

Wonndi vldlo ftomilei: — -nedongJmpiuonfdvnotefa, 
Emo^ne ftom the night of bis duqi odl, 

Sfaibifcs Dom the Boa's bright beaniB; and fha^ nrhioh flings 
GladnesB-o'er all, to him is agony." 
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' '** A happy and- pious ipCbridtinas^ and. many 
happy years to you,' your lady, and- children.** . 

The late ingenioos Mr.-Mickle^ some time be> 
fbte his death, wrote- me- a letter concerning Br. 
Johnson, in which he mentions, '**1 was. upwards 
of ttrelve years acquainted with him, was fre* 
qnently in his company, always talked with' ease 
to him, and can trnly say,' that 1 never -received, 
from him One rough woru.** . ' 

In this letter * he relates his having,* while en- 
gaged in translating theXusiRd, had a dispute of 
considerable length with Johnson, who, as .usutd 
declaimed upon the misery and corruption of a 
sea life, and used this expression It had -been 
happy for* the world, sir, if your hero. Grama, 
Pnnce Henry of Portnoi, and Colnmbns. had 
never been born, or-tiiat tiidr schemes, had never 
gone farther than their own imagi6ations;”-r- 
*' This sentiment Qsays Mr. Mickle), which is to 
be-found in his * Introduction. to the'World- Dis- 
played,* I, in my Dissertation prefixed to . the 
Lnsiad, have controverted; and though authonrs 
are said to behad' judgmi of their own works, I 
am not ashamed to -own to a friend, that that .dis- 
sertation is my favourite above all that I ever, at* 
tempted in prose. JVext year,, when the -Lnsiad 
was-pnblished, I waited on Dr. Johnson, who ad- 
dressed me with one of his good hnmoured smiles : 
— Well, you have remembered our dispute about 
Prince Henry, aui have mted me too. Yon have 
done your, part very well indeed : you have made 
the b«t of your argnment; bat I am not con- 
vinced yet* 

Before pnblishing the Lnsiad, I sent Mr. 
Hoole a proof of that part of the introdactioa,.ia 
which 1 make mention of Dr. Johnson,' yourself 
and other wdl wishers to the work, beg^ng it 
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could bear sickness better if I were relieved fh)ni 
solitude. 

** The present dreadful confusion of the pnblick 
ou^t to make you wni|> yoursdf up in your he- 
reditary possessions, which, though less than you 
may wish, are more than you can want; and in 
an hour of religious retirement return thanks to 
God, who has exempted yon from any strong 
temptation to Action, treadiery, plunder, and 
disloyal^’. 

** As your neighbours distinguish you by such 
honours'as they can bestow, content yourself with 
Tour station, without n^lecting'yonr profession, 
lour estate and the Courts will &id yon full em- 
ployment and your mind weU occupied will be 
quiet. 

“The usurpation of the nobility, for they ap- 
parently usurp all the influence they gain by fraud 
and misrepresentation, I think it certainly lawful, 
perhaps your dntr, to resist. TThat is not thmr 
own they have only by robbery. 

“Your question about the horses gives me 
more perplexity. I know not well what advice 
to give you. I can only recommend a rule which 
you do not want ; — give as little pain as yon can. 
1 suppose that we have a right to their service 
while their strength lasts; what we can do -with 
them aiterwards 1 cannot so easily determine. 
Bnt let ns consider. ?fobody denies that man 
has a right first to milk the cow, and to shear the 
sheep, and then to kill them for his table. May 
he not, by parity of reason, first work a horsey 
and then* kill him the easiest way, that he may 
have the means of another horse, or food for con's 
and sheep? Man is influenced in both cases by 
dilierent motives of selfintcrest. He that rejects 
the one must reject the other. 1 am, &C. 

Sam. Johnsox." 


LoBdiH^ Dec. et, 1783." 
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at Edinbai]gh;.of the name .'of dark,-, answered 
tliig .pamphlet; with mndi zeal and much abuse _ 
of its authonr. Johnson took Mr. Shaw und^ 
bis protection, and rave, him his .assistance in 
writing a reply,' whicm has been admired by the 
best judges,' aud by many been considered as con- 
dusive. A few paragraphs, which snffidently 
mark' their great authonr, shdl be sdected. 

** My assertions are; fer the most par^, purely 
native ; I deny die existence of Fin^l, because 
in a long and ' cnrious peregrination through the 
Gadick r^ons I hare never been able to 'find it. 
What 1 comd notseemy^tf I suspect to be equally 
invisible -to others; and 1 suspect with the more 
reason, as among all those who have seen it no 
man can show it - 

“•Mr. Clark compares the obstinacy of those 
who disbdieve the ^unmeness of Ossian to a 
* blind man, who shomd dispute the reality of co- 
lours, and denv that the Bntish troops are.clothed 
in red. The blind man*8 doubt would be rational, 
if he did not know b^ experience that others have 
a power which he himself wants; but what per- 
spicacity has Mr. Clark which Nature has with- 
held from me or the rest of mankind? 

“The true state of the paralld must be this. 
Suppose a man, with eyes like his neighbours, 
was told by a boasting, corporal, that the troops, 
indeed, wore red dotiies fer thdr ordinary dress, 
but that every soldier had likewise a suit of black 
vdvet, which he put on when the King reviews 
them. This he thinks strange; and desires to see 
the fine clothes, but finds nobody in forty feou- 
sand men that can prodnce either coat or waist- 
coat. One, indeed, has left them in his chest at 
Port Mahon; anotW has al'ways heard that he 
ought to have velvet dotiies somewhere; and a 
third has heard somebody say, that soldiers ought 
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might be sho^m to Dr. Johnson. This was ac- 
cordingly done; and in place df the simple men- 
tion of him which 1 had made, he dictate to Mr. 
Hoole the sentence as it now stands. . * 

“Dr. Johnson-. told me^ in -1772, tba^ abont 
twenty years before that time, he' himself had- a 
design to. translate the Lusiad, of the merit of 
which he spoke highly, but had been prevented 
by a number of other engagements.r . 

Mr. Mi^le reminds me, in this letter, of a con- 
versation at dinn^ one day at Mr. Hoole*s witli 
Dr. Johnson, when-Mr. Nicol, the King’s Book- 
seller, and I attempted to controvert the maxim, 
“better that. ten ^ilty should escape than one 
innocent person mfEstf and were answered by 
Dr. Johnson with great power of reasoning and 
eloquence. 1 am very sorry that 1 have no record 
of ftat day ; but I well recollect my- illustrious 
friend's haidngably shown that unless civil insti- 
tutions ensure protection to the innocen^ all the 
confidence which .mankind should bave' in them 
would be lost. 

I- shall here mention wha^ in strict chronologi- 
cal arrangement, should have appeared in my ac- 
count of last year; but may more properly be in- 
troduced here, the controversy havi^ not been 
'dosed till tliis. The Reverend Mr. Shaw, a na- 
tive of one of the Hebrides, having entertained 
doubts of the authentidty of the poems ascribed 
to Ossian, divested himself of national bigotry; 
and having travelled in the Highlands and Islands 
of Scotland, and ‘also in Ireland, in order to fur- ■ 
nish himself with materials for a Gaelick Dic- 
tionary, which he afterwards compiled, was so 
fully satisfied that Dr. Johnson u'as in the right 
upon the question, that he candidly published a 
pamphlet, stating his conviction, and the proofs 
and reasons on which it was founded. A person 
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and the expenses light Mr. Barry was:adopted 
Tjy Dr. Brocklesby; who joined with me in forming 
the plan. We meet tlirice a week, and he who 
.misses forfeits two-pence. 

“ If you are willing to become a member, draw 
a line under your name. Retnm the list. We 
.meet for the first time on Monday at eight 
“ 1 am, &c. 

“ Sau. Johnson.” 

■*•1)66.4,1783.*' 

It did not suit Sir Joshua to be one of this 
Club. But when I mention only Mr. Daines 
Barrington, Dr. Brocklesby, Mr. Murphy, Mr. 
John 'Nichols, Mr. Gook^ Mr. Joddrel, Mr. Pa- 
radise, Dr. Horsley, Mr. Windham*, I shall suffi- 
ciently obviate the misrepresentation of it by Sir 
John Hawkins, as if it had been a low aJcbouse 
association, by which Johnson was degraded. 
Johnson himself, like his namesake Old Ben, 
composed the Rales of his Clnb*. 

* I mu in Seotlnnd vben this C3ab wo* fbnnded, and daring dl 
Ibo irinler. JdinsoD, boworar, decitnd I shonid be • member, end 
farrentod atreid open the ooeiaion: •'Boswell (mid be) is nveiy 
cbSeUe men.*’ Wliea I eanm to town, 1 wes proposed by Mr. Bar- 
. ringlon, and (4>Men. I believe then are fbw societies when there in 
better eonvenwllon or more deooram. Several of ns resolved to eon- 
tinne it aner onr great fonnder was removed by death. Other mem- 
bers were added; and now, abovo oif^t yean sinee that loss, we go 
on happily. 

* RUL15S. 

••T6>dqr dem fhongfats widi ipe resolve to drench 
In mirth, wnlidi after no repenOng draws.” — ^M iltom. 

"The Clnb sholi consist ofibarand-twente.' 

“The meetiiigs shall 6e on tbo Monday, Thnrsday.-and Saturday 
of every week; bnt in the week befiiro Easter there shall be no 
ineeUng. 

" Evot member is nt llbetty to infrodnee a fitond onoe a week, 
bnt not oiloner. 

"THro* memben sbell oUigo themselves to attend in their tarn 
every idgfat ftom eight to ten, or 'to proenre two to attend in their 
room. 
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abstractioh ; he did not deny himself to fbe visits 
of his fnends and acquaintances ; bat at all times, 
when he ttias not overcome by sleep, was ready 
for conversation as in his best days. 

" TO MRS. LUCY PORTER, IK LICHFIELD. 

“DEAR MADAM, 

« You may perhaps tiiink me Diligent that I 
have not written to* yon again upon the loss of 
yonr brother; but condolences and consolations 
are such common and such useless tilings that 
the omission of them is no great crime: and my 
own diseases occupy my mind and engage my 
care. " My nights are miserably restless, and my 
days, thmefore, are heavy. 1 try, however, to 
hold up my head as high as I can. 

“ I am Sony that your health is impaired ; per- 
haps the spnn^ and the summer may, in some* 
d^ree, restpre it; but if not^ we must submit to 
the inconveniences of tiim^ as to the other dispen- 
sations of Eternal Goodness. Pray for-m^ and 
write to m^ or let Mr. Pearson write for you. 

“I am, &c. 

“ Sam. Johnson.** 

' " Lradon, Not. 39, 1788.” 

^ And now 1 am arrived at the last year of the 
life of Samud Johnson, a year in which, although 
passed in severe indisposition, he nevertheless ' 
gave many eridences of the continuance of tiiose 
irondrons powers of mind which raised him so 
high in the intellectual world. EBs conversation 
and his letters of this y^ were in po respect in- 
ierionr to those of former years. 

The following is a remarkable proof of his be- 
ing alive to the most .minute curiosities of lite- 
rature.' 
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In 'the end of this -jear he was seized with* a 
spasmodick asthma' of snch violence* that he -was 
confined to the house in ^reatpain, being'soffie’ 
times obliged to sit all i^ht m his chair, a re- 
cumbent posture being sd hnrtfhl to bis respira- 
tion that be Oould not endure lying -in- bed; and 
there came upon him at* the same time that op- 
pr^sive and fiital disease^ a' dropsy. It was a 
very severe -winter, which probably a^avated 
his complaints; and the solitude in t^ch Mr. 
Levett and Mrs. ‘Williams had left hiin rendered 
* his life very gloomy. Mrs. Desmoulins, who still 
lived, was herself so very ill thatahe conld con- 
tribute very li^e to- his relief. He, however, had 
none of that’ unsocial shyness which we .com- 
monly see in people' afiiicted with sic^QSfs. fie 
did not hide his'head fixim the. world in solitary 

• « k 

• * • ' 

"Eveiy member piSaontktSie dab BhiJl spend at lent ebpenoe; 
and oreiy member wbo staya awayaball Hnnlt tbne-penoe. . 

"The maafer of the bonso ahall keep an.aeeonnt of the abiaiit 
members; and deliver to tho Freddont of the n^t a list of the fiW' 
JUts inonixed. 

"When aqy member retnras aner abaenoo, he shall immedlata|r 
lay down his ibrlUtB j wldoh, if be omits to do^ the Pnddent shsu 

' " There shall be no general reokoniog'tbnteToiy man shall a^jsd 
his own espenaes. 

" The night of indiqionaablo ottondsnee will eome to evoy monif 
her onoo a montii. Wnoevor shall fbr three months together ondt to 
■Wand himself, or by snbatitation, nor shall make any apohm in the 
fimrtfa month, shall bo oonsidered as baviognbdioatra the Grub., 

" When a vaoanoy is to be Ailed, the name of the eandidat^ and 
of the niamhar i^poommsnding him, shall stand in the CInb room 
three nigfatn. On the fbnrth he may be ohosen by ballot ; sis mem- 
bers atmast being present and two-thirds of the ballot being in ^ 
fhvonr; or the mqdiity, ahonld the nnmben not be divinUe hf 
three. 

"The master of the honse shall give noSe^ six dqm beSn ^ 
eaoh of those memben whose tnm of neoeasaiy attendanoe is oome. 

"The notioe may bo in these words^-* Sir, On ■ — tho - 

of- ^ will be yonr tam of presiding at the Essex Head. Yonr 

oompany is theremre eamestiy reqnested.* ' 

" One penny shall be left hr oxw member fiw the waito" 

Jofanson's mAwWimi of a Olob in this ssose^ in his ’ 

"An assembly of good ftUowsp meeting nnder certain eondinons. 
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young peoi>l(^ Twill take all measure that I 
can to be pretty well' at that time; 

'*<1 am, DRAB SIB, .■ , ■ 

'* Yonr most hnmble servant 

“Sah.Johh 80 h” . 


His attention to the !l&sex Head Club awears 
^m the following letter- to Mr. Alderman Clark, 
a gentleman for whom he deservedly entertained 
a great regard. 


** TO RICHARD CLARK, ESQ. 

** DEAR SIR, 

*' You will receive a requisition, according to the 
rules of the Club, to be at the house as President 
of the night This turn comes once a month, and 
the member is obliged to attend, or send another 
in his place. You were enrolled in the Club by 
my invitation, and 1 ought to introduce yon ; but 
as -1 am hindered by sickness, Mr. Hople will 
very properly supply my place as introductor, or 
yours as President .1 hope in milder weather to 
be a very constant attendant 

'* I am, SIR, kc. 

« Inn. 37, 1784." " 8^“* JOHNSOH." 


*' Yon ought to' be informed that the forfeits 
b^n with foe year, and that every night of non- 
attendance incurs the mulct of three-pence, that 
is, nine-pence .a week.” 

On the 8th of January I wrote to him, anxi- 
ously inquiring as to his health, and enclosing my 
** Letter to foe People of Scotland, on foe present 
Sfote of foe Nation.” — ^*'*1 trust (said I) that you 
will be liberal enough to make allowance for my 
diflSsring from yon on two points- [foe Middlesex 

VOL. IV. Q 


224 


.THE. LIFE OF 


17134. 


: .1 . ■ • ' . 

" TO MB. DILLY, BOOKSELLER, IN THE POULTRY. 

■ « SIR, . 

*f There is in the world a set of books which used 
to be sold by the booksdlers on the bridge, and 
whichT must entreat you to procure. me. They 
are called JBwioiCa Boohs* ; the title of one is, 
j^dadndle Cfmriosiiies, Rarities^ and Wonders in 
England. I- believe there are .about fiy6 .or six 
of them ; they seem v^ proper to allure back- 
ward readers : be so kind as to get them for ' 
and send me them with the best printed edition 
■of * Baxter’s Gall to the Ilnconverted.’ , 

“l am, &c. 

“ Sam. Johnson.** • ' 

« Jan. 4 1784." 

» I • 

“to MR. PERKINS. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

• 

■“I WAS very sorry not to see yon when yon were 
■ so kind as to call on me; but to disappoint friends, 
and if they are not very g^od natured, to dis- 
oblige them, is one of the evils of sickness. If 
you will please to let me know which of the af- 
ternoons in this week I shall be favoured with 
another visit by yon and Mrs. Perkins, and the 


■ * fbllowing list oonpiiata aoTeral of thoso books; but pni> 

babtjr is inoomplete: 

■ 1. Hiatorioal Bomarqnos on London and Wealminator 1S81 

a Wara In England, ScoUand, and Inland 1081 

8. WondoiltalProdigieB 1 081 

4. En^iah Emrin In Amcrioa 1 080 

. & Snrpiidngliundles of Natan and Art 1 0” 

' a Histoiy of Scotland and Inland.. IW 

7. Nino Wortbles or tbe World 1 887 

a Tbe EngUab Hon, or Mr Einnds Dnko Iw 

9. Mbrnorwlo Aeddenfa, and onboard of TVanaaoliona 1^ 

10. Hiatory oFOlhror Cnmwell 1^ 

11. Unpanllded Yarlolloa.. * 1?89 
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from vernal breezes and summer suns. If my 
life is prolonged to autumn, I should be glad ^to 
try a irarmer climate; though howto travel with, 
a diseased body, without a companion to conduct 
me, and with very little moii^, .1 do not well 
‘ see. Ramsay has recovered his limbs in Italy; 
and Fielding %vas sent to Lisbon, where, indeed, 
he died ; W he was, 1 believe, past hope when 
be went. Think for me what I can dp. 

“I recmved your pamphlet and when 1 write 
again may perhaps tell you some opinion about 
it; but yon mil foigive a* man strugi^ling with 
disease his neglect of disputes, politicks, and 
pamphlets. Let me have your prayers. My 
compliments to your lady and young ones. Ask 
your physicians about my case: and desire Sir 
Alexander Dick to write me his opinion. 

** I am, DEAR SIR, &c. 

••itob. 11, 1784.**- “ Sam. Johnson”.. 


" TO MRS. LUCY PORTER, XN LICHFIELD. 

"MY DEAREST LOTE, 

"1 HATE been extremely ill of an asthma and 
dropsy, hut received, by the mercy of God, snd- 
d^ and unexpected relief last Tbnrsd^, by the 
dischaige of twenty pints of water. Whether I 
shall continue free, or shall fill again, cannot be 
told. Pray for me. 

"Death, my dear, is very dreadful; let us 
think nothing worth our care but how to prepare 
ibr it; what we know amiss in ourselves let us 
make haste to -amend, and put oUr trust in the 
mercy of God, and the intercession of our Sa- 
viour. I am, DEAR madam, 

"Your most humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

“Fell. 93. 1784.” i 
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ElectioD, and the American War], when my ge- 
neral principles of government are according tP 
your own heari^ and when, at a crisis of donhtfal 
even^ I stand forth with honest zeal as an ancient 
and faithftil Briton. My reason for introducing 
those two points was, that as my opinions, with 
regard to them had been declared at the periods 
when they were least iavonrable, I might have 
the credit of a man who is not a worshipper of 
ministerial power.** 

( 

' “ TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

" DEAR SIR, 

, ** I HEAR of many inquiries which your kindness 
has disposed yon to make after me. I have long 
intends you a long letter, which perhaps tlie 
imagination of its length .hindered me ftom he- 
ginmng.' I will, therefore, content myself with a 
shorter. 

*' Having promoted the institution of a new Club 
in the neighbourhood, at the house of an old ser- 
vant of Tnrale's,, I went thither to meet the com- 
pany,' and was seized with a spasroodick asthma, 
so violent that with difficulty I got to my own 
house, in which I have been confined eight or 
nine weeks, and from which I know not when I 
shall he able to. go even to church. The asthma, 
however, is not the worst A dropsy gains ground 
. upon me ; my legs and thighs are very much 
swollen with water, which I would he content if 
I could keep there, but I am afraid that it will 
soon he higher.- My nights are .very deepless 
and very tedious. And yet I am extremely afi'aid 
of dring- 

*‘My physicians try to make me hope that 
much of my Ynalady is the eflect of cold, and tbat- 
some degree at least of recovery is to be expected 
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1 transmitted him a letter from that very amiable . 
Baronet, then in' his eighty-first • year, vdlh bis 
feculties as entire as ever; and mentioned his 
expressions to me in the note accompan^ng it, — 
** With my most affectionate 'vrisbes for Dr. JohnV 
son's recovery, in tvhich his friend^ his conntiy, 
on'd all mauKind' have so deep a stake ;’*-.and at 
the same time a full opinion- upon his case by 
Dr. Gillespie, who, like Dr. Cullen, had the ad- 
vantage of having passed through the gradations 
of snigery and pharmacy, and by 'study and 
practice had attained to sndi skill that my father 
settled on him two hundred pounds a year for 
five years, and fifty pounds a year during his life, 
as an honorarium to secure his particular atp- 
tendance. The opinion was conveyed in a letter 
tor me, banning, “1 am sincerely sorry for tiie 
bad state of health your very learned and illus- 
trious ftiend. Dr. Johnson, labours under at pre- 
sent." 


“ TO JAUES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

^ % 

DEAR SIR, 

** Presently after I had sent away my last let- 
ter, 1 received your kind medical packet. I am 
veiy much obliged both to yon and to your phy- 
sicians for your kind attention to my disease. 
Dr. Gillespie has sent me an excellent eonahum 
medtatatf all solid practical experimental know- 
l^ge. I am at praent in the opinion of my phy- 
sicians (Dr. Heberden and Dr. Brocklesl^;, as 
well as my own, going on very hopefully. 1 have 
just b^^n to tidce vin^ar of squills. The pow- 
der hurt my stomach so much that it could not 
be continued. 

** Beturn Sir Alexander Dick my sincere tlianks 
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**T0 JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

• . > 

DEAR SIB,. . 

“I HAVE just advanced so far toward recovery 
as to read a pamphlet; and yon may reasonably 
.suppose tbat.tfae first j^pblet whitm I read was 
jronrs. ‘ 1 am very mnch of your opinion, andj 
like you, led -great ind^^atioa at the indecency 
with which the King is every day treated: Your 
paper contains very considerable knowledge of 




dnced and applied. It will certainly raise your 
character*, though perhaps it may not.mdke yon 
a Minister of State. 


, ** I desire yon to see Mrs. Stewart once again, ‘ 
and tell her that in the letter-case was a lett^ 
relating to me, for which 1 will give her, if dh'e is 
willing to give it me, another guinea. The letter 
is of .consequence only to me. 

** 1 am, DBAH SIB, - 
** Sam. JoaNSON.” 

** Loodoa, Feb.-S7, WSA' 

* • « 

In consequence of Johnson's req^uest that T 
should ask our physidans about his cas^ and 
desire Sir Alexander Dick to send his opinion, 

* I«nitit<oMr.Ktf,iri(liBletter,inirUdkXtfaas«s|u««KdiiQ’- 
wlf: "Mjf priaidples niT apprar 1o joo loo uoDuamcM: bat X 
kmnr.aaa am peranaded lhaj am net fBooudatant aritii On ina 
prine^lea «»rfibernr. Be eiiaaaKiBay,]ront ah', am soar tbe Frima 
EBiriMer, caHed fc^lbaSofere^ to maintabifba rigid orfbeCrmra* 
aawellaa Ihoao oflhepecq^againetarixdeDtfartlini. Aaaoebf 
fau am mlitled to the irafiBMt anmort oT tmy good aalleat in 
vtny departmeat." Ha anavered, <*I an extnmely dbBged to ym 
Sarnie aenfimenta wu do melha oonoartoexpraHi, and have 
•erved vito great {Hearam Oie amZaw and oNIr sKfgmi g^nu to tin 

CAnaa or thb Pmucs in the vroik jon wem ao good to toumiH 
to me.*' , 
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about three months. Dr.^Brocklesby writes to 
me^ that uppn the .'least admission Of cold, there 
' is such a constriction upon bis breast that bje can- 
not lie down in his bed, but is obliged to sit up 
all night, and gets rest and sometimes sleep only 
. by means of lau^nnm and syrup of pop^nes ; and 
that there arecedematons tumours in his 1^ and 
thighs. Dr. Brocklesby trusts a good deal to 
the return of mild weather. Dr.. Johnson says 
that a dropsy gains ground- upon him; -and he 
seems to think that a warmer climate would do 
him ^od. ■ I understand he is now radier better, 
and m using Vinegar of squills. I am, with great 
esteem, dear sir, 

“ Your most obedient humble servant, 
"MuahV.lTSA” ** JaUBS BoSWELL.” 

All’ of them paid the most polite attention to 
my letter, and itB venerable object. Dr. Cut Ws 
words concerning him wer^ ^'It would give me 
the greatest pleasure to be of any service to aman 
whom the publick properly, esteem, and whom 1 
esteem and respect aS modi as I do Dr. Johnson.” 
Dr. Hop^s, “Few people have a better claim' on 
me than your fKend, as hardly a day pass'es that 
1 do not ask his opinion about tiiis or that word.” 

■ Dr. Mnnro's, “I most sincerely join you in sym- 
pathising with that very wormy and iuTOnious 
chararter, firom whom his country has derived 
much instruction and. entertainment.” 

Dr. Hope corresponded with his friend' Dr. 
Brocklesby. , Doctors Cullen and Munro wrote 
their opinions and prescriptions to me, which I 
afterwards carried with me to London, and, so 
fep as they were encoun^ng, communicated to 
Johnson. 'I^e liberality on one hand, and grate- 
ful sense of it on the other, I have great satisftiG- 
tion in recording. 
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for his kind letter;* and bring with yon the rhu- 
barb” which he so tenderly offers me. 

“I hope dear Mrs. Boswell is now quite well, 
-and that no evil, either real or imaginary, now 
disturbs you. 

I am, &c. 

n London, Muob S, 1784." ' “ SaM. JoHNSON." 

1 also applied to three of the eminent physicians 
who had chairs in our celebrated school ofmedi- 
cine at Bdinbuigh, Doctors Cullen, Hope,- and 
Mnnro, to each of whom I sent the ibllowing 
letter: — 

“dEAA SIB, 

“Db. Johnson has been very ill for some time; 
and in a letter of amdous apprehension he writes 
to me, * Ask your physicians about my case.* . . 

“This, you' see, is not authority for a regular 
consultation : but I have no doubt of your rea- 
diness to give your advice to a man so eminent 
and who, in his Life of Gkulh, has paid your prb- 
fossion a just and ele^nt compliment : * I beueve 
every man has found in physicians great liberality 
and dignity of sentiment, very prompt eifosions of 
beneficence, and willingness to exert a lucrative 
art, where foere is no hope of lucre.* 

“ Dr. Johnson is aged seventy-four. Last snm-- 
raer he had a stroke of the palsy, from which he 
recovered almost entirely. He had, before tlia^' 
been troubled with a catarrhous cough, l^his 
winter he was smzed 'mth a spasmodic asthma, 
by which he has been .confined to his house for 

* From Mb gaidon at Frestonfidd, wberabe onlliTaled that plant 
viUi anoh racoeBB that ba vaa preBontod iritb a gold medal by ibo 
Sodoty of London fiir Ibo Enconragement of juls, SlannftotnreB, 
and Commoroe. 
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and if you procure beads of Hector Boec^ the 
historian, and Arthur Jphnston, tlie poet^ 1 will 
put them in my room ; or any other of the fathers 
of Scottish literature. 

. “ I wish you an easy and happy journey, and 
hope 1 need not tell you that you will be' wel- 
come to, ■ 

“ DEAR SIR’, 

“ Your most affectionate humble servant, 

. - ‘ “ Sam. Johnson.” 

London, Slanih isy ITSA” * 

I wrote to him, March 28, from York, inform- 
ing him that 1 had a high gratification in the tii- 
umph of monarchical principles over aristocrati- 
cal influence, in that great county, in an address 
to the King; that 1 was thus far on my way to 
him, but that news of the dissolution of Parlia- ' 
ment having arrived, 1 was to hasten back to my 
own county, where 1 hod carried an Address to 
his M^esty by a great migority, and had some 
intention- of' being a candidate to represent the 
county in Parliament. 

“TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ You could do nothing so proper as to hasten 
back when you found me Parliament dissolved. 
With the influence which your address must have 
gained you, it may reasonably be expected that 
your presence will be of importance, and your 
activity of eflectt. 

V Your solicitude- for me gives me that plea- 
sure which every man feels from the kindness of 
such a friend; and it is with delight I relieve -it 
by telling that Dr. Brocklesby's account is true, 
-and that T am, by the blessing of God, wonder^ 
fplly relieved. 


232 


THE LIFE OF 


1784 . 


" TO JAMES. BOSWELL, ESQ.- 
‘ "DEAR SIR, - 

Vl AM too iDRch pleased, with the attention' which 
you and your 'dear lady ' show to my wdfere, not 
to be diligent in letting yon know the progress 
which I make towards health. The dropsy, by 
Gk>d’s blessing, has now ran almost totally away 
by natural evacnaidon; and the asthma, if not ir- 
ritated by cold, mves me little trouble. While I 
am writing this, 1 have not any sensation of debi- 
lity or dis^e. ■ Bat I do .not yet venture on^ 
having been confined to the honse from the thir- 
teenth of December, now a quarter of a year. 

" When it will be fit for me to travel- as for as 
Auchinleck, I am not able to guess; but such a 
letter as Mrs. Boswdl's might draw any man, not 
wholly motionless, a great Pray tell the 

dear lady how much her civility and kindness 
> have tonched.and gratified me. ' « . ■ - 

"Our parliamentary temults have now b^un 
to subside, and the Kiu^s authority is in some 
measure reestablished. Mr. Pitt will have great 
power; but you must remember that what he 
has to give must^ at least for some time, be given 
to those who gave and. those who preserve his* 
power. A new minuter can sacrifice little to es- 
teeni or friendship; he must; till he is settled,- 
think only of extending bis interest. 

• •••** 

“ If you come hither through Edinbuigb, seud 
for Mrs. Stewart, and mve for me another guinea 
for the letter in Ihe old cas^ to which I shall not' 
be satisfied with my claim till she gives it me.. 

*' Please to bring with you Baxter's Anacrrair; 

* Who hwl v^tton bim a very kind loUci. 
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midable and dangerous distempers; though to a 
body battered and shaken as mine has lately 
been, it is to be feared that weak attacks may 
be sometimes mischievous. 1 hav^ indeed, by 
standing carelessly at an open window got a very 
troublesome cough, which it' has been njecessary 
to appease by opium, in laiger quantities than 1 
like to take, and 1 hat'e not found it give way so 
readily as I ei^^ected; its obstinacy, however, 
seems at last- disposed to submit to the remedy, 
and I know not whether I should then have .a 
right to complain of any morbid sensation. My 
asthma is, I am afraid, constitutional and inca- 
rable; but it is only occasional, and, unless it be 
excited by labour or by cold, g^ves me no moles- 
tation, nor does it lay very close si^ to life; for 
Sir John Royer, whom the physical race consi- 
der as anthonr of one of the best books upon it^ 
panted on to ninety, as was supposed; and why 
were we content with supposing a fiict so inter- 
esting, of a man so conspicuous ? because he cor- 
rupted, at perhaps seventy or eighty, the raster 
that he might pass for youn^r than he was. He 
was not pinch less than eighty, then to a roan of 
rank who mod^y asked his i^, be answered, 

* Go^ look^ though be was in general a man of 
caviliw and elegance. 

**The ladies, 1 find, are at your house all well, 
excqit Miss Lang^n, who will probably soon 
recover her health by li^t suppers. Let her eat 
at dinner as she wilh but not take a full stomach 
to bed. — ^Pay my sincere respects to dear Miss 
Langton in Lincolnshire; let her know that 1 
mean not to break our le^ne of friendship, and 
that 1 have a set of Lives for her when I have the 
means of sending it.** 

April 8. ** I am still disturbed by my cough ; 
but what thanks have I not to pay when my cough 
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- " You are enteriug upon a trAnsactioD which 
requires much prudence. You must endeavour 
to oppose vnthout exasperating; to practise tem- 
porary hostility without producing enemies ibr' 
life. This is, perhaps, hard to be done; yet it 
has been done by many, and seems most likely 
to be effected by opposing merely upon- genem 
|>rinciples, without descending to personal or par- 
ticnW censures or objections. -One thing I must 
enjoin- you,' which is seldom observed in the con- 
duct of elections 1 must entreat you to be'scru- 
pnlous-in the use of strong liquors. One night’s 
drunkenness may defeat .the labours of forty days 
well employed. Be firm, but not (damorons; be 
active^ but 'not malicious; and yon may form 
such an interest as may not only exalt yourself, 
but dimify your fomily. . 

** We are, as yqu may .suppose, all busy here. 
Mr. Fox resolutely stands for Wratminster, and 
his fHends say will carry the election. However 
tiiat be, he will certiiinly have a seat. Mr. Hoole 
has just told me that the city leans towards the 
King. 

“Let me hear, from time to time, how you are 
employed, and what progress yoli make. 

“ Make dear Mrs. Boswdl, and all the young 
Boswells, the sincere compliments of, 

“ SIR, 

“ Your affectionate humble servant, 

“ Sau. Johnson.” 

M London, Ibnh 80, 1784." 


To Mr. Langton he wrote with that cordiality 
which was -suitable to the long fnendship which 
had subsisted between him and that eentieman. 

March 27. “ Since you left me, I have con- 
tinued iu my own opinion, and in Dr. Brock- 
lesby’s, to grow better with respect to all my for* 
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yoar iamily, great and liide. ' 1 hope Lad^ Bothes 
and Miss Laogton are both •nrell. . That is a good 
basiB of content Then hov goes George on with 
his studies? How does Miss Mary? And how 
does my orra Jenny? -1 Ihink lowe' Jenny a let* 
ter, -which 1 will take care to pay. In the mean 
time tdl her that 1 acknowledge the debt 

Be pleased to make my .compliments to the 
ladies. If Mrs. Langton comes to London, she 
will fkvour me with a visit for 1' am not-well 
enough to go out” 

** TO OZXAS HUMPHRY ”, ESQ. 

" SIR, 

**Mk. Hoole - has told me with what benevolence 
you'-listened ‘to a request which 1 was almost 
afraid to make, of leave to a young -painter’ to 
attend you from time to time fn your painting- 
room, to see'your operations' and‘r^eive your 
instructions.* - ' ’ 

“The young' man has perhaps good’ parts, but 
has been without a ^ular. education. He is 
my godson, and therefore I'intCrest myself in his 

progress and success, and shall think myself 

, * 

» Tba eminent painter, repmentatiro oF tbe ancient ftmi^ of 
Homftiey^^owHampln;1iatIie went of England; who, as appem 
ftom their .anna wmoh tuef hare inrariahly need, hare been (aa'I 
oM^een anfhenticated by the beat antbod^) one oF those among 
IncSjiighfa and Biqidraa oFbononr who an npraaented IqrBMin- 
shed aa baring iained ftnm tho Tower of London on eonisera ap- 
parelled fig the jnatea, acoompaniwi tnr Jadiea of bcpioar, leading 
evmoneaXidgh^wifhaobaui orgold, passing throogfa the atreets 
of I«adon into SnddiBdd, on Sunday, at three d'doc'k in the aA«>> 
nooi^ llic first Sunday after nOobadmas, in tbe Fonrteoitb 
year of m^BiebaTd the Smnd. TUa fladly once njoyed large 
punesrionB,1int, like others, have lost them in the progress of ages. 
Indr blood, however, temdns to them well asoertdned; and ucy 
nv hop^ u the revolnSoa of events, to leoover that rank in sodety 
lorwhleh, in modem times, fortnne seems to be an indispensable re- 
qmdte. 

* Son of BIf. jfarnnd Paterson, eminent finr Ins knowledge' of 
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is the most painful sensation that I fed ? and from 
that 1 expect hardly to be. released, -while winter 
continues to gripe us with. so much pertinacity^ 
The year has now advanced eighteen' days he^ 
yond the equinox, and stOl.diere is very lime re- 
•mission of Ihe cold. When warm weather comes, 
which surely mpst come at las^ 1 hope it will 
help both me and your young lady. 

■ ** The man so- busy about addresses is neither 
more nor less than our own .Boswdl, who had 
come as &r as York towards London,' but turned 
■back on -the dissolution, and is said now to stand 
for. some place. Whether -to wish him success 
his best friends hesitate. 

. “ Let.me have your prayers for the completion 
of. my recovery':- l-am now'better than I ever ex- 
peclra to have .been. May God- add to his mer- 
cies the -grace that may enable .me to use them 
according to his will. My compliments to all.” 

. April 13. ** I had this evening a . note fiom 
Lord Portmore”, desiring that I would give ypu 
an account of my health. Ton might have Bad it 
with less circumduction. I am, by God’s bless- 
ing, I believe, free from all morbid sensations, 
except a cough, -which is only troublesome. But 
1 am still weak, and can have no great hope of 
strength till the weather shall be softer. The 
summer, if it be kindly, will, I hop^ enable-me 
to support the winter. God, who has so wonder- 
fully restored me, can preserve me in all seasons. 

Let me inquire in my turn, after tiie state of 

■ To irlddi Johnson rotmned tiib snswor: 

M TO TUB BIGHT HOBOURABLE 8ARL OF PORTHORE. 

" Dr. Johhsoh Rclcnowledxas iritfa Brest res|ioat the honour of Lord 
Forimore^s notice. Hois hotter thsn be Bros; nnd mil, ss bis Lord- 
ship directs, write to Hr. Lsngton. 

“ Boll Court. Fleet Slieef, 

Apr. 13. 1784." 
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» TO THE REVEREND DR. TATLOR, ASHBOURNE, 
DERBYSHIRE. 

** DEAR HR, 

*'What can be the reason that 1 hear nothbg 
'from yon? 1 'hope nothing disables yon from 
writing. What 1 nave semi and what I have felt, 
gives me reason to fear every thing. Do hot omit 
giving me the comfort of knowing that after all 
my losses I have yet a friend left. 

“ I want every comfort My life is very soli- 
tary and very cheerless. Though it has pleased 
God wondmfnlly to deliver me from the dropsy, 
1 am yet very weak, and have not missed the 
door faince the 13th of December. 1 hope for 
Some help from warm weather, which wiU surely 
come in time. 

' ” I could not have the consent of the physi- 
cians to go to church yesterday; I therefore re- 
ceived the holy sacrament at home^ in the room 
where I communicated with dear Mrs. Williams 
a little before her death. 01 my friend, the ap- 
proach of death is ve^ dreadfnl. 1 am afraid' to 
think on that which 1 know. I cannot avoid. It 
is vain to look round and round for that help 
which cannot be had. Yet we hope aUd hope, 
and fency that he who has lived to^ay may live 
to-morrow. -But let ns leam to derive our hope 
only from God. 

** In the mean time let ns be kind to one ano- 
ther. 1 have no fiend now living bnt yon” and 
Mr. Hector that was the friend of my yonth: — 
Do not n^lect; 

“ DEAR SIR, 

** Yours affectionately, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

*'I«ndan, Eastor Mondir, 

April IS, ITSA” 

? |11ii> ftiond of Jtdinaon’B youth survived him somewhat more 
Sian three yean, having died Fdmuuy 19, 1788. .SL] 
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much 'fevonred if I receive from you a permis- 
sion to send him. 

“My health is, by 6 od*s blessing, mnch re- 
stored, but I am not yet allowed by my physi- 
cians to so abroad ; nor, indeed, do 1 think my- 
self yet wle to endure the weather. 

“ I am, SIS, 

“ Yonr^most humble servant . 

“ Sam. Johnson ” 


"April 6^ 1784.*' 


TO THE SAME. 

“ SIH, 

“The bearer is my godson, whom I take the 
‘liberty of recommending to your kindness; which 
I hope be will deserve hj his respect to your ex- 
cellence, and his gratitude for your favours.. 

“ I am, SIB, 

“ Your most humble servant^ 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 

"April 


TO THE SAME. 

“ SIR, 

■ “ I AM very much obliged by your civilities to my 

g idson, but must beg of yon to add to them the 
vonr of permitting him to see you paint, that he 
may know how a picture is begun, advanced, and 
completed. 

“ If he may attend yon in a few of your opera- 
tions, 1 hope he will show that the benefit has 
been properly conferred, both by his. proficiency 
and his gratitude. At least I shall consider you 
as enlarging your kindness to, 

“ SIR, 

“ Yonr hnmble servant^ 

. “ Sam. Johnson.” 


May 31, ITSt." 
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' * ■ 
for jbiidg ladies. : 1 am glad, my dear, to see 
that yoa write so -well, aod hope that you miiid 
■your peu, your book, and your needle,. for thqr 
are an- necessary. Your books .will give you 
knowledge, and make you respected; and your 
needle will find you useful employnieht when 
you do hot care. to read. IrVhhn you are a little 
older, 1 hope you will be very diligent in learning 
arithhietick; and, above all, .that, through your 
whole life you will carefully say your prayers, and 
read your Bible. 1 am, uy-deak, ‘ 

" Yonr most humble servant, 

• “Sau. Johnson.” 


■ » May 10, 1784.” 


On TVednesday, May 5, I arrived in London, 
and next morning had. the pleasure to find Dr. 
Johnson.gready recovered. I but just saw him ; 
for a coach was waiting to carry him to IslingUm, 
to the house of his friend the Reverend Mr. Stfa- 
lian, where he went sometimes for the benefit of 
good air, which, notwithstanding his having for- 
merly laughed at the general opinion upon the 
subject, he now acknowledged -was conducive to 
health. 

One morning afterwards, when I found him 
alone, he communicated to me^ with solemn earn- 
estness, a veiy remarkable circumstance which 
had happened in the course of his illness,- when' 
he was much distressed by the dropsy. . He had 
shut himself up, and employed a day in particular 
exercises of rdlgion, — ^fasting, hnmiliatiofi, and 
prayer. On a sudden he obtained extraordinary 
relief, for which he. looked up to Heaven with 
* grateful devotion. He made no direct inference 
from this feet ; bat from his manner of teiling.-.it,- 
I rauld peredve that it appeared to him as some- 
thing more than an incident in the common course 

VOL. IT. R 
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[“ TO MRS. LUCY PORTER, IN LICHFIELD. 

“ MY DEAR, 

** I -WRITE to you now to tell yon tliat I am so 
far recovered that, on tlic 2l8t, I went to church, 
to return thanks, after a confinement of more tlian 
four long months. 

“My recovery is such as neither myself nor the 
physicians at all expected, and is such as tliat 
very- few examples have been known of the like. 
Join with me, my dear love, in returning tlianks 
to'GoD. 

“ Dr. Vyse has been tvith .[me] this evening: 
he tells me that you likewise have been much 
disordered, but tliat you are now better. I hope 
that we shall sometime have a cheerful interview.*' 
,In the mean time let us pray for one another. 

“ I am, MADAM, 

“ Tour humble servant, 

« London, April 90, ITSd.” “ SaM. JohNSON.”] 

What follows is a beautiful specimen of his 
gentleness and complacency to a young lady Jiis 
godchild, one of the daughters of his friend Mr.- 
Langton, then I think in her seventh year. He, 
took the trouble to write it in a large round hand, 
nearly-'resembling printed characters, that she 
might have the satisfaction of reading it 'herself. 
The original lies before me, but shall be faithfully 
restored to her; and 1 dare say will be preserved 
by her as a jewel as long as she lives. 

0 

“ TO Miss JANE LANOTON, IN ROCHESTER, KENT. 

■ 

“ MY DEAREST MISS JENNY, 

*' I AM sorry that your pretty letter has been so 
long without being answered; but, when 1 am not 
pretty well, I do not always write plain enough* 
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Mr. MarpliVy and that ever diccrfnl companion 
Mr. Devayaes, apothecary to. his Majesty. -Of 
these days, and others on which .1 saw him, 1 
bare no memorials, except the general recoilcc.' 
lion of his being able and animated in conversa- 
tion, and appearing to relish society as ranch as 
the youngest man. 1 find only tlicse three small 
particnlaTS><-Whcn a person was mentioned,- who 
said, ”l Wve lived fifty-one years In Ibis woricl 
without havingbad ten rainotesof uneasiness;” he 
exclaimed, *'^ie man who says so lies: he at- 
tempts to impose on human credulity.” The 
Bishop of. Exeter* in vain observed, tliat men 
were very difiercnL His ILordship^s manner was 
not impressive; and I learned afterwards tliat 
Johnson, did not find out that the person who 
talked to him was a Prelate; if he had, I dotibl 
not that be woold have treated him with more 
respect: for once talking of Gcoigo Psalroanazar, 
whom he reverenced for his piety, he said, ** I 
• should as soon think of conpndicting a Bishop.” 
One of the company provoked him greatly by 
doin^ what be conld least of all bear, which was 
quoting something of liis own writing against 
what he then pi&intained. "'What, sir (cried the 
gentleman)^ do you say to 

*Tbe buy diqr, fbe pcmeltal niglit, 

Uafelt nncoonted, glided by^f*' 

Johnson, finding himself thus pr^ented as giving 
an instance of a man wbo had lived witliont un- 
easiness, was much oflended; for be looked upon 
such a quotation as unfair. His anger burst out 
in an unjustifiable 'retort, inrinuating tiliat the 
gentleman's remark was a sally of ebriety ; •* Sir, 

* [Pr.3Qlinnoss.3 
” Tetm oa the dcoOi of Mir. LetetL 

a2 
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of events. For my own par4 1 have -no difficulty 
to avow- that cut of tiiinking', which; by many 
modern pretenders to wisdom, is called siqta^ 
turns, • snt here 1 think even men of dry rationa- 
liQr may believe that- there was an intermediate 
interposition of divine Providence, and that "the 
fervent prayer of this riehteous man” availed*. 

On Sunday, Ma]^ 9, 1 found Colond Valiancy, 
the celebrated Antiquary and.Eugineer,' of Ire- 
land, with him. On Mondayj the 10th, I dined 
with him at Mr. Paradise’s, where'' was a- large 
company; Mr. Bryant; Mr. Joddrel, Mr. Haw- 
kins Browne, &c. On Thursday, the 18th, I 
dined with him at Mr. JoddieVs wifo another 
large company; the Bishop of Exeter, Lord Mon- 
boddo*, Mr. Murp^, &c. 

On Saturday, May 15, I dined with him at 
Dr. Brocklesby’S, where were Colonel Valiancy,. 

4 

* Ppon tbta anlgaot than is ft my ftir nnd JndioioiiB nmsilc in 
tlMlmbfDr. absmotln’, in the fiist edittim oiths 3&Kngijiia 
leimin, vhioli 1 shonld haY« been gled to see in bis Ism whibb has 
been written Ibr tbo seoond oditlim of tblit Telnable work. “ To dvttf 
tbe exorcise dT n pertiaalar providenee in Oio Drier’s goremment m 
the wdrid is eerteinly implons, yet nothing sorrAs tbe oanso oT the 
scomer more then sn tnosnCons ibrwerd aoal in determining the 
perUonlnr instsnoes of it.” 

In oonfinnstion of my sentiments, I am also happy to gnote that 
sendblo and elegut writer Mr. UimoA, in Letter VIII. or his ool- 
leotion, pnblishoo nnder tbe name of FflsniiDnie: *■ We m^ aafbiy 
assort, that the belief of a partianlar Provideneo is fonndM npon 
snob probable reasons as tan^ well JnsOty oor assent. It wonid 
soaree, thoefore, be wise to rononnee an opinion wUeb aflMs so 
firm a aoppai to tho sonl in those seasons wfaerein she stands in 
most need of asristaneo, mendy boeanso it is not possible, in ques- 
tions of this kind, to solve eveiy dURonity whidh attends them.” 

* I was Sony to observe land Monboddo avirid aqy eommnidea- 
fion with Dr. Johnson. Iflatlered myself that I had made them veiy 
good friends (see ** Journal of a Tonr to tbe Hebrides,” third edition, 
page 87), bnt nnhappily bis Lordship bad nsninod and dierisbed a 
vinont prqjadiec aewnst my iilnstrions firiend, to whom I most do 
tho jnsnoo to say, there was on bis part not the least aimer, bnt a good 
hnmonred sporliveness. Nay, tbengh ho knew ofms Lordnip'S 
indisposition towards him, be was oven kindly ; ns nppcnred fimm his 
inqniring of me alter him, by an nbbreriation of his name, " Well, 
how does Mmmyt" 
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Johnson. ** Sir, Mrs. Montage does not make a 
trade of her wit; bat. Mrs. Montague is a .veryt 
extraordinary woman; she has a constant stream, 
of conversation, and it is always impregnated; 
-it has always meaning.** Boswell. ** Mr. Burke 
has a constant stream of conversation.** John- 
son. “ Yes, sir; if a man were to go by chance 
at the same time with Burke under a shed to 
shun a. shower, he would say, — Vthis is an extra-. . 
ordinary man.' If Burke should go into a- stable 
to see his horse drest; the ostler would say — * we 
have -had an extraoi^inary man here.*** Bos- 
well. “Foote was a man who never failed in 
conversation. If he had gone into a stable — ’* 
Johnson. “ Sir, if he had cone into the stably 
the ostler would have said, here has been a comi- 
cal fellow; but he. Would not have . respected 
him.** 'Boswell. “And, sir, the ostler would 
have answered him, would have given him >88 

f ood as he brought, as .the common sapng.is.** 
OHNSON. “ Yes, sir; and Foote would have an- 
swered the ostler. — ^When Burke does, not d&; 
scend to be merry, bis conversation is very supe- 
rionr. -indeed. , .There is no proportion between 
the powers .which be shows in serious talk and in- 
jocularity. When be lets himself down to that 
he is in the kennel.** I have in another place' 
opposed, and I hope with success, Br. Johnson’s 
very singular and erroneous notion as to Mr. 
Burke’s pleasant^. Mr. Windham now said low 
to me, that he differed from our great (nend in 
this observation; for. that Mr. Bnrke was often 
very happy in his merriment. It would not have 
been right for either of ns to have contradicted 
Johnson at this time, in a Society all of whom 
did not know and 'value Mr. Burke as much as 


’ “ Joarad of a Tuur to the Hebrides,'' tliird cdiiiun, p. 90 . 
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there is one passion I would advise yon to com- 
mand: when yon hare dmnk ont that glassy don^ 
drink another.” Here was exemplified what Gold- 
smith said of him, with the aid of a very wit^ 
image finm one of Cibbei's Comedies : ** There » 
no aigning with' Johnson : for if his pistol misses 
fir^ he knocks yon down with the but end of it” 

Another was this: when -a .gentleman of emi- 
nence in die literary world was violently censored 
for attacking people by anon;|fmon8 paragraphs in 
newspapers, he,*fix>m the spirit of contradiction as 
1 thonght,.took np-his d^ence,.and said, -**Come, 
corner this is not so terrible a crime; he-means 
- only to rex them a little. I do not say that I 
should do it; but there is a- great difference be- 
tween him and me; what is fit fbr Hephaestion is 
not fit for Alexander.” — ^Another,- when I fold 
him that -a ybnng and handsome Countess' had 
said to me, ** I should think that to be praised by 
Dr. Johnson would make one a tool all one's life;” 
and- that 1 answered, ** lldadam, I shall make him 
a fool to-day by repeating this to him;” he said, 
** I am too old to be made a fool ; but if yon say 
I am made a fool, I shall hot deny it, ^ I am ranch 
pleased "with a compliment, especially from a 
pretty woman.” * 

On the evening of Satnrd^, May 15, he was 
in fine spirits, at onr Essex Head’Clnb. He told 
us, ** I dined yesterday at Mrs'. Garrick's, with 
Mrs. Carter, Miss Hannah More, and Miss 
Fanny Burney. Three such women are not to 
he found : I know not where I could find a fonrth, 
except Mrs. Lennox, who is superiour to them all.” 
BoswEUi. “What! had yon them all to yourself, 
sir?” Johnson. **I bad them all, as much as 
they were had ; bnt it might hare been better 
had there been more company there.” Bosweli.. 

Might not Mrs. Montague hare been a fourth?'' 
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ddinquents nay be screened by appealing to the 
^ColiTocation, \rhich being never authorized by the 
King to sit for-the despi^ti of business,, the ap- 
peal never can be heard. Dr. Douglas observed, 
that this was 'founded upon ignorance; for that' 
the Bishops .have snffinent pbwer to -maintain 
discipline, and that the sitting of the Convocation 
-was wholly immaterial in this respect, it being 
not a Court of Judicature, but like a pwliament, 
to make canons and .relations' as times may 
require. • _ 

Johnson, talking of the' fear of death, said. 
Some people are not afraid, because' they look 
- upon salvation as the effect of an absolute decree, 
and think they feel in themselves the marks of 
sanctification. Oihers, and those the most rational 
in my opinion, look upon salvation as condifioiial ; 
and as they never can be sure that they have com- 
plied -with the conditions, they are afilaid.” 

In one of his little manuscript diaries, about 
this time, 1 find a short notice^ which marks, his 
amiable disposition more certainly than a thou- 
sand studied declarations.-^** Afternoon spent 
cheerfully and elegantly, .1 hope without offence 
.-to -God or man; though in no holj duty, yet in 
the general exercise and cbltivation of benevo- 
lence." 

On -Monday, May 17, 1 dined with him at Mr. 
Dilly's, where were Colonel Valiancy, the Reve- 
rend Dr. Gibbons, and Mr. Capel Lofi^ who, 
though a most zealous Whig, has a mind so full 
of learning and knowledge^ and so. much exer- 
cised in -various, departments, and withal so much 
liberalit;^, that the stupendous powers of the lite- 
rary Ch)liath, though they did not frighten thislittle 
David of popular spirit, could not but excite his 
admiration. There was also Mr. Braithwaite of 
the Post Office, that amiable and friendly man; 
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\re did.. It might have occasioned something 
more rongh, and at any rate would probably have 
checked the flow of Johnson’s good humour. He 
called to us with a sudden air of exnltotioni as 
the thought started into his mind, " O ! Gentle- 
meoi I must td) you a very great thing. Tlie 
Einpress of Russia has ordered the * Rambler’ to 
be' translated into the Russian language': so I 
shall be read on. the banks of the Wolga. Ho- 
race boasts that his fame would extend as far as 
' the banks of the Rhone; now the Wolra is far* 
tber from me than the Rhone was firom Horace.” 
Boswell. “ Yon must certainly be pleased ^vith 
this, sir.” Jobmsoh. am pleased, sir, to be 
sure. A man is pleased to find he has succeeded 
in that which he has endeavoured to do.” 

One of tiie company mentioned his having seen 
a noble person driving in his carria^, and look- 
ing exceedingly well, notwithstanding his great 
age. Johnson. *' Ah, sir; that is notliing.^ Bo^ 
con observes, that a stout healthy old man is like 
^a^tower undermined.” 

On Sunday, May 16 ^ I found him alone; he 
talked of Mrs. Tbrale with much concern, say- 
ing, ** Sir, she has done every thing wrong since 
Thrale’s bridle was off her neck;” and was pro- 
ceeding to mention some drcnmstances which 
' have ‘since been the subject of pnblick discussion, 
when he was interrnpted by the arrival Dr. Dou- 
glas, now Bishop of Salisbury. 

Dr. Douglas, upon fliis occasion, refilled a mis- 
taken notion which is very'common in Scotland, 
that the ecclesiastical 'discipline of the Church of 
England, though duly enforced, is insufficient to 
preserve the morals or the cleigy, inasmuch as all 

* 1 bavo tinee hrard that the icport mu not n'cll fonndedi bnt the 
^ elation dtocovcfed by Johaton. in tbe befier that it nros trne, sfaoircd 

a noblo ardonr for lilenuy Sunr. 
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upon- his 'apMehension as ' to -death ; * and saidj 
\ntli hea^ “How -can a' man know wAare-his d^ 
parted- fiiends are* or whether' they* will-^be hia 
inends in the oilier world? . How many friend-' 
ships have you known formed upon -.principles of 
virtue? Most iriendships.are formed by caprice 
or by< chance, mere confoderacies'- in.- vice: or 
leases in -folly.” 

We -talked of onr worthy friend Mr; Langton. 
He said, -“1 know not who will -go to Heaven if 
Langton doe^ not. 'Sir, I could almost say, -.iSAY 
anima mea ettm -Lcrngtono”’ 1 mentioned -a very 
eminent friend as a 'virtuous man..- Johnson; 

“ Yes, sir; but has not -the evangelical 

virtue of Langton. ^,.1 am afraid, would • 

not'scrnple to pick op a wench.” 

■ He however chai^d Mr. Langton with what 
be thought want- of judgment npon an interesting 
occasion; • “ When I was ill (said he), 1 desired 
he would tell me sincerely in what he thought my 
life was foulty. Sir, he brought me a sheet .of 
paper, on which he had wntten down several 
texts of Scripture, recommending Christian cha- 
rity. . And' when 1 questioned mm what occa- 
sion I had ' given for such an animadversion,- all 
that he could say amounted to this, — that 1 some- 
times contradicted people in conversation. Now 
what harm does it do to any man to be contradict- 
ed?” Boswell.'-** I suppose he meant the manner 
of doing it ; roughly, — and harshly.” Johnson. 
**And who is the worse for that?” Boswell. 
** It hurts people of weaker nerves.” Johnson; 
** I know no such weak-nerved people.” Mr; 
Burke, to whom 1 related this conference, said, 
**It is well, if when a man comes' to die. he has 
nothihg'heavier upon his conscience than-having 
been a little rough in conversation.” 

Johnson, at the dme when the paper %as> pre- 
sented to him, though at first pleased with the 
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-wboj -vritfa modest end onassumiDg mannmni has 
associated' vrith :maiiy of the^'wits-of the age:. 
Johnson -was very quiescmit to-day. Perhaps too 
1 was* indolent 'i-find nothing- more of him- in 
my'notes, but that when l-mentioned that I had 
Bern in -the King’s libr^ sixty-three editions of 
my fevonrite Thomas dKemi^iSy-^mongst which 
it vmin eight- languages, Latin,' Germw, French, 
Italian,- Spanish, Bnglish, Atabicfc, .and -Arme- 
nian, — ^he -said,' he-thonght it unnecessary to col-, 
lect many editions of a nook, which were all tiie 
sam^ except'as to the paper and-printf -he wonld 
have fhe-origina], and all tbe-transtationSt'and all 
the editions which had any variations ih the text 
He approved of the iiimous collection of editions' 
of Horace by Donglas, mentioned by Pope,- who- 
is said' to have had a closet filled' with- them ; and 
he added, every man should try^ to collect one 
book in that manner, and-piresent it to a publick' 
library." 

On Tuesday,- May 18,-1 saw him ibr a -short 
time' in the -morning. I told - him that the mob 
had called oat as the King passed, ** No Fox — 
No Pox I" which I did- not hke. He said, “Th^ 
were. right, sir." 1 said, 1 thought not; for it 
seemed to be making Mr. Fox the King’s, com- 
petitor. There being no andienc^ so that there 
could be no triumph in a victory, he iairly c^eed 
with- me. I 'said it might do veiy well, if ex- 
plained thus : " Let ns have no Fox under* 
standing it as a prayer to bis -M^esty not to ap- 
point tfaat-gentleman minister. 

On We^esday, May 19, 1 sat a part of the 
evening'with him, by ourselves. I observed, that 
the death of ohr firfends might be a consolatiou 
against the fear of our own dissolution, because 
we might have more fHends in the other rrorld 
titan in this. He perhaps felt this as a reflection 
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the fbrce'bf it depends on the' strength of the 
hand Aat dravrs it 'Argnment- is like an arrow 
from a crossbow, which has equal force though 
shot by a child.” 

He had dined that da^ at Mr. Hoole’s; and Miss 
Helen Maria Williams being expected in the even- . 
ing, Mr;- Hoole put into his hands her beantiful 
« Ode on the Peace*: Johnson read it over, and 
when this-el^;aiit and accomplished young lady* 
was prraented to him, he tooK her by the hand in 
the most courteous manner, and repeated the 
finest stanza of her poem:, this was the most de- 
licate and pleasing compliment he could pay. 
Her respectable mend, l)r. Kippis, from whom 
I had this anecdote, was standing by, and was 
not a little gratified; 

Miss 'Williams told me, that the only otlier 
time she was fortunate enough to be in Dr. John- 
8on*s compehy^ he' asked* her to sit down by him, 
which she did, and upon her inquiring how he 
was, he answered, “ 1 am very ill indeed, madam. 
1 am very ill even when yon are near me; what 
should I be were you at a distance P* 

^ He had now a g^t desire to go to Oxford, as 
his first jaunt after his illness ; we talked of it for 
some days, and 1 bad promised to accompany 
him.' He was impatient and fretful to-nigh^ be- 

• * ThB Poooo unde fay thut ■wry Rble steteBnan, the Eail of Shol- 
brniio, now Marqnls of Lamdown, wbloh may fidriy bo eontidered 
BO the finmdatfain of all tho pTooperity of Oirmt Bntain sinee that 

* In the fliet edition of my Work, tbo ndthet amiMa waa given. 
I Mny to be obliged to otHke it ont; bntl conld not in jnstioo 

n a* nmain, alter thie yonng lady bad not only written in 
jayeur of flie aavago Anarohy with wbiobnanoo has been virited, 
m had (aa I have been inibimed by good antborite), walked, witbmt 
laaroiv, tho ground at the TaiTeriea when ft wao otrewed with 
tin naked b^iea oftho iUthital SwiaaOnardi, who were barbaronaiy 
mamoied jbr having bravely dehndod, againat a ■orew ofmffiana, 
m Afonarah.whom tiiqr had taken an oath to defisnd. Dr. 

Johnaon aho conld now expect not endoemieq^ bnt r^Iaion. 
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atteniiOD of bis friaid, whom be thanked in. an 
earnest .manner, soon mEdaimed in a loud ai^d 
angry tone* "Whatis your drifts sir?” Sir Joshua 
Reynoids pleasantly observed, ^atit was a scene 
fyr a Gomray, to see a pmiitent get into a vidaat 
passion and bdabour bis confessor*. . 

I have preserved no more of bis convenation 
at tbe times when I saw him daring the .rest of 
this- month, tiil Sunday, tbe 30th ^May, when 1 
met him in tbe evening at ]^. HooIeV 'where 
'•there was a lame company both of ladies and gen- 
tlemen. Sir James Johnston happened to say, 
that he pud.no r^;ard to the arguments of coun- 
se] at tbe bar of the Hoose of Ammons, becanse 
they were paid fyr speaking. ■ Johnson. **NaT, 
sir, aignment is aigoment Yoa cannot help 
paying re^pard to their aignments, if they are 
good. If It were testimony, yon might disregard 
it^ if you knew, that it were pnrcbased. There is 
a beantifiil image in Bacon* upon this snbj^t: 
Testimony is like an arrow shot from a long bow ; 

* ARer dl, I cannot Imt Iw of oploioot fbnt M'Mr. Lmgtoa m$ 
aerioosly (cqaented Iqr J>r. Jobntoa to uumtfon nrbmtnrooucd'to Urn 
oimneonsin tlio d»raeferorbbfi{ieii(i.bo ww bonnauwiboiwst 
man, lo inlinato nliat ho roallr Sioa^, irUob bo certainly did in 
the nuwt doHenta manner; ao oiat Jbbnaon bfmaeir« when in a quiet 
Anme of mind, was pleased wlUi it Tbe texts siqgmfed ate now 
hefbre me, andl sball moto afinr oTtbenk ''BIossm an the meek, 
Ibr they anall inherit tno earUti* ABw. r. tborafinn^ (bo nti« 
seneroftho Loud, besecebyoi^tbatyewalkwDrtby ofthevoeaDon 
wherawllb ye are called, with all lownnoss and meekness, with 1000 ^- 
sniMng, mbeariity one anetber in Jere.* 1 , SL—^And ^ 

above mi tliae tbiims pat on ebatily, wUob is the bpnd of perfeet* 
otiss.^ ObL ill. Idir-^'Cbarity snflbnfb Jons', tiadi dbaxUy 
envieth not, ehsrtty rannieib not itscH is not mSbd op : doth not be* 
have itiwirunseaidyf is not eadlj piDvdwd.” lGir.xi0.4& ' 

■ IDr, Jeboson^i memeiy deerived bhn. The passan rcfinred 
to isWt Bacon’s, but and nngrbeib 0 iid,intb asq^varla* 

tbm, in jrobnson^ IHeflofiarjv* oeder tbe wonit— CRoasBQW.i>-8o 
bej^y selected are tbe neater part of tbe examples in that incom* 
parable work, that if the most striking passages Ibnod in it wm 
enlleeted by one ofonr modern book-makers, onder the title ofTBR 
Bceimce or donxsox!* DienoMRr, (hey would Sum a veiy pleas- 
ing and popular i^amo. BL} 
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'that she said to me aside^ “ How: he does' -talk I • 
'HSveiy sentence is an essay.*' She amused, her- 
self in the coach with'knotting; 'hc would scarcely 
allow this species of employment' any ' merit. 

“ Next to mere idleness (said he) I tliink'knotting 
is to be reckoned in the scale of insignificance; 
though 1 once attempted to learn knotting^ 
Dempster’s sister (loolnng to- me) endeavoured 
to teach me it{ hnt I made no progress.” 

I was surprised at his talking without reserve 
iu the publicK post-coach of the state of his aflairs: 

1 have (said lie) about the world I think above 
a thousand pounds, which I intend shall afibrd 
Frank an annuity of .seventy- pounds a ^^ear.'* 
Indeed his openness with people at a -first inter- 
'view was remarkable. He said once to Mr. 
Langton, “ I think 1 am like Squire Richard, in 
*The Journey to London,* * Z'tn never strai^e.iu 
a Grange piace*^” He was truly social. He 
strongly censured what is much too common in 
England among persons of condition, — ^maintain- 
ing -an •‘absolute 'silenc^-when unknown to •each 
other ; as for instancy whra occasionally brought 
together in a room b^re the master or mistress 
of the house has appeared. “ Sir, that is being 
-so uncivilized as not- to .understand the common 
rights of humanity.” 

At the inn where we stopped he was exceed- 
ingly dissatisfied with some roast mutton wbidi 
he had for dinner. The ladies, 1 saw, wondered 
to see the great philosopher, whose mind and wit 
they bad been admiring all the wayj , get into ill 
humour from such a cause. He scolded the.wai-v 
ter, saying, ** It is as bad as bad can be: it is ill 
fed, ill killed, ill kept, and ill dressed.” 

He bore the journey very well, and seemed to 
fed himself d^ted as he approached Oxford, 
that magnificent-, and venerable seat* of . Learn- 
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cause 1 did not at once a^e to go with.liim on 
Thursday. When I considered ho^ ill he had 
been,' and what allowance should be made for the 
influence of nckness upon bis temper, I resolved. 
tO'indulTO him, though with some inTOnvenience 
to myself, as I wished' to attend the musical meet- 
ing in honour of Handel, in ' Westminster -Abbpy, 
on the following Saturday. : 

In the- midst of 'his own*- diseases and pains, he 
was eTer-'compassionate to the distresses of others; 
and actively earnest, in i^cnring them aid, as 
appears -from' a note to: Sir Joshua Reynolds, of 
Juhe, in these words: “I am asbam'ed to ask^or 
some relief . for a. poor man, .to .whom, Ihope, 1 
have* ‘given what 1 can be. expected to. Spare. 
The man importunes * me, and. the .'blow, goeS 
round; I am going to try; another air on .Thurs> 
day.- 

On Thursday, June 3, the Oxford post<M>ach 
took us up >in the moming.' at Bolt Court. The 
other two passengers were Mre. Beresford.and 
her daughter, two very agreeable ladies from- Amo: 

' rica ; they were goii^ to Worcestershire, where 
tliey. then residecT frenk had been sent by his 
master tlie day before to take places for us; and 
1 found from die way-bill that Dr. Johnson had 
made our names be put down. Mrs. Beresford, 
who had read it, whispered me; ** Is this the great 
Dr. Johnson^ I told her it was ; so she was then 
prepared to listen. As she soon happened to 
mention in a voice so low that Johnson did not 
iiear it, that her husband had been a member of 
the American Congress, I cautioned her to be- 
ware of * introducing that subject, as she must 
know how very violrat Johnson was against the 
people of that country. He talked a great deal. 
But I am sorry I have preserved litde of the con- 
versation. Miss Beresford was so much charmed 
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thus retaliated Tom knew he should be dead 

before what he has said of me would appear. 
He durst not have printed it while he was' alive.** 
Dr. Adams. *' I bweve his * Dissertations on the 
Prophecies* is his great work.** Johnson. “Why, 
sir, ttis TonCt great work; but bow far it is great, 
or how modi of it is Tom’s, are other questions. 

1 fhncy a considerable part of it was borrowed.** 
Dr. Adams. ** He was a very successful man.’* 
Johnson. “I don’t think so, sin—He did not 
get very high. He was late in getting what he 
did get; and he did not get it by the best means. 

1 believe he was a* gross flatterer.** 

1 fnliilled my intention going to London, 
and retnmed to Oxford on Wednes&y thedth of 
Jnn^ when I was happy to find mysdf a^in in 
the same agreeable came at Pembroke (Allege, 
■with the comfiirtable prospect of making some 
stay. Johnson wdcomed my retnm with more 
than ordinary glee. 

He talked'with great r^rd of the Honourable 

Archibald Campbell, whose character he had 

given at tiie Duke of Aigyll’s table, when we 

were at bverary*; and at this time wrote out 

for m^ in his .own hand, a fuller account of 

that learned and venerable writer, which I have 

published in its jproper place. Johnson maide a 

remark this eyenmg wbira struck me a good deal. 

** 1 never (said he) knew a noiynror who could 
«» 

* 

The last MBtenoa m 

nqr orarider u Uie genual and pennanent t^nion of Bishop Near- . 
ton; the rma^ vUdi precede n nmst, bTUl who have leu John- 
son’s adnmwe uoilc, be inpnted to the dienst and peevishness of 
dd age. I insh thej had not appeared, and that Dr. Johnson had 
not been pimweed bjr them to oqiiess himself not in reneeffni 
UraSj of a Fnlateii vrbose labonrs were certainly of considetalile 
advantage both to liteiatnia and teSgion. 

> "Jonmdofa Tear to the Hebrides,** third edit. p.3n. . 
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ing, Orthodoxy, and Toryism, Frank came. in 
tiie heavy coach, in readiness to attebd him ; 
and we were received with .the most polite 
hospitality at the house of his old friend Dr. 
Adams, Master of Pembroke Collie, who bed 
given -ns a kind invitation.- Before we vrete set 
down, 1 communicated \to Johnson my having 
enga^ to return to London directly, for the 
reason 1 have mentioned, but that I would, hasten 
back to him again. He was pleased that I bad 
made this journey merely to -keep him company. 
He Was easy and placid with Dr. Adams, Mrs. 
and Miss- Adams, and Mrs. Kennicot, widow of 
.the- learned Hebraean, who was here on a' visit 
He soon desjiatched the inquiries, .which .were 
made about his' illness and recovery, by a short 
and distinct narrative^ and then assuming a gay 
air, repeated from. Swift, 

"NorfhiDkonoiirupiDMilifiwUlB, . ' 

And Idk ofapaotBolM ud pnlb.'' 

• * 

* 

'Dr. Newton, the Bishop of Bristol, having been 
mentioned, Johnson, recollecting the manner In 
which he had been censured by that Prelate*, 

* Dr.Ncwfon,faihisAflOOuntofIdsownIilft^aRwnnlmiidTerOnc- 
man Mr. Gibbon’a Hbitoir, ai98.."Dr. Johnson’s ' Urcs oftbb 
iWs* aflbided noro amnsomont; but esndonr was nndb bnrt and 
offiinded at the maloTolenco that pradomlAafos In -oven part Some 
passagos, it ninat bo allowed, ore jodloloDS and well written, bnt 
make not sufficient compensation for so mudb spleen and ill humour. 
Never was auj Uqgnqiher mora sparing of bis praise, or more abuu-' 
dant in bis eensnres. Be seaningiy delights more in exposing 
blemishes than in leoommondiw Mwities; siightiy posses orer 
exeeilenoies, enlaira upon Impemction^ and, not eontent with his 
own severe reflections, revives old scandal, and produces largo quo- 
tations itom the ibigotten works of Ibrmer oritiafcs. His reputation 
was so high in the rqrabliok of lotteie that it wanted not to bo 
ndsed upon the mins of others. Bnt'theso Essays, instead oftniBing 
a higher iilea than was beibre entertained of bis nndemtandlng, havo 
ocrbdniy given tbo world n worse opinion of his temper."— The 
Bishop was there^ the moro surprisod and oonoomed fiir his 
townsman, Ibr "ht regieeledkbs not onfy far Ut gtmuM huvuig. 
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Warbiirtpn.” . Johnson.-** No, sir, I treated him 
with great respect both in my Preface and in my 
Notes." 

Mrs. Kennicot spoke of her brother, the Reve- 
rend Mr. Chamberlayne, who had given up great 
prospects in the Ghnrch of England on bis con- 
version to the Roman Catholick faith. Jolinson,- 
who warmly admired every man who acted from 
a conscientious regard to principle, erroneous- or 
not, exclaimed fervently, ** Goo. bless him.”- 

Mrs. Kennicot, in confirmation of -Dr. John- 
son's opinion, that tbe present was not worse than 
former ages, mentioned that her brother* assured 
her, there was now less infidelity on the Con- 
tinent than there had been ; Voltaire and Rous- 
seau were less read. 1 asserted, from good au- 
thority, that Hume's infidelity was certmnly less 
read. Johnson. ** All infidel writers drop into 
oblivion, when personal connexions and. the tlorid- 
ness of novelty are gone ; though now and -then a 
foolish fellow, who thinks he can be witty .upon 
them, may -bring them again into notice. There 
.will sometimes start up a Collie joker, who does 
not consider that what is a joke in a'College.will 
not do in the world. To such defenders of Rdi- 
gion 1 would apply a stanza of a poem which 1 
rememher to have seen in some old collection : 

_ • 

* HeneerorUi bo qniet and agrees 
'Each kiaa hia empty brotuor; 

Religion aoorns a ibe like tbee, 

Bot dreada a fiicnd like tbtbcr.* 

The point is wdl, though the expression is not 
correct; oit^ and not t/tee. should be onposed to 
fotfierV’ 

On the Roman patholick reli^on he< said, ** If 
. you join the Papiste externally, they will not 

* I haTeinaertod the afanaa aa Johnson repeated It fram menuny; 

VOL. XV. S 
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I'^ason”.” Surely he did not mean to deny that 
facuUy.to many of'their urriters ; to Hickes/Bretf^ 
and other eminent divines of that persuasion ; and 
did not recollect thatihe seven Bishops, so justly 
celebrated for their magnanimons resistance of 
arbitrary power, were ;^et Nonjnrors to lhe>new 
- .Government The nonjuring cleigy of Scotland, 
indeed, who, excepting -a few,- have lately, by a 
sudden stroke, cut off all ties- of allegiance to the 
house of Stuart, and reived to pray -for our pre^ 
sent lawful Sovereign by name, may be tlionght 
to have confirmed this remark ; as it may be saidi 
that the divine indefeasible hereditary right which 
•they, professed to believe, if ever true, must be 
equally -true still.' . Mmiy of my ‘readers will -be 
sqiprised .when I mention, that Johnson assu^ 
meiie had. never in his. life been- in a nonjnring 
-meetiug-honse. 

• Next morning, .at ‘breakfast, he 'pointed onto 
passage in Savage’s Wanderer,”, saying **Tbffle 
are fine verses.” — M If Q».id he) 1 bad written with 
hostility of Warburton in my Sbakspeare, I should 
-have quoted this -couplet: • 

c 

' Hen Lemidiig', blinded Ont, nod tbeo bmiled, 

Looke dmfc ni Ignornnco, ni Ercoiy vild? 

You see they’d have fitted him to a Sr,”'(8miling). 
Dr. Adams. **But you did not write against 

* The Rer. Mr. Affltter has diTottred ne with a note of a dhlogne 
bolareon John Hendenon and Dr. Johnaon oo this f oiddc, as 
niatcd bj Mr. Hjmdeison, and ft fa evidently so antbcntiok'that 1 
alinll hen insert it:— Hbkdbrsok. " What do yon think, sir, of Wil* 
liam Lawl^ ronMSOH. " WilUan I«w, air, vmle the beat pfeeo « 
l^nnotiek DMnitoi bnt William Lav was no naaoncr.” Hbndbb- 
Bon. ** Jemny Gwer, dr!” Johksok. "Jeremy Collier foneht nith- 
oot a rival, and tboratbn oonld not claim tbo vietony." Mr. Hon> 
denon mentioned Kenn and Kcttlewoll; bnt some olgeolioBS were 
made; at last he said, "Bnt, sir, vbat do yon think of Lealey! 
Johnson. " Chiudea Lnley 1 had forgotten. Lesley iew« a nasoner, 

and am i oiicr wiio mu not tote rmimnlagwiut.** 
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appears, to me,' that *thG communion of saints* in 
the Creed means the communion with tlie saints 
in Heaven, as connected with 'The holy CathO' 
lick church'.* ” He admitted the iiifluehce of evil 
spirits upon onr minds, and said, ** Nobody who 
helim'cs the New Testament can deny it.” 

1 brought a volume of Dr. Hurd, the Bishop of 
Worcester's Sermons, and read to the company 
some passages from one of them, upon this text 
*\Resisl'the Deoils and he wifi Jig from yoir.**' 
Jfames iv. 7. I was happy to produce so jndicions 
and elegant a supporter* of a doctrine which, I 
know not why, should, in this world of imperfect 
knowledge,- and, tlicrefore, of wonder and mystery 
in a thonsaud instances, be contested^ by some 
with an unthinking assurance and flippancy. 

After dinner, n^eii one of us talked of there 
being a great enmity between Whig and Tory; — 
Johnson. **Wh}% not so much, 1 think, unless 
when tliey come into competition with each other. 
There is none when tliey are only common ac> 

* Waller, in bis ** Divine Foesio,'’ Canto flat, bos tlie samo tlionglil 
find]' expresied: 

**Tbe Cbarali triampliant, and tbo Chnrdi below. 

In sonn of pniso their present union sbour; 

Theb- joys are Tall ; onr expeetnf ion long. 

In life we dllTer, but we jmn in song; 

Angela and we, oadsted by this art, 

Mqr aing together, tbougb wo dwell apari.” 

* The Semen thns, opens That thero are angels and spirits 
g^ and bad; that at Cie bead of tbese last there is onb man eon. 
sideiable and malignant than tlie rest, who. In tbe rum, or nndcr the 
name of a Mijwitf, was deeply eoneemod in tbo All of man, and 
wboM as the propbetiek langoago is, tbo Son of Bbn was ono 
day to trmtet that tbis evil ^riU tbongli that prpplieey bo in part 

^ reocived bis death's wound, bat Is still per- 
mitted, for ends uaicarebable to ns, and in ways wliieh wo eannot 

K bonlarly omldn, to bove a certain degreo oT power in tbb world 
mo to in Tutao an'd happlnoss. and somotimos exorted wiili too 
mneb 1000088; all lUs la so dear from Seriptnro (hat no bdiovor, iin- 

Having treated of peutttiaiu, his Xiordship says, "As I have no 
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interrogate yon strictly as to yonr belief in tfaeir 
tenets. Nd reasoning Papist believes every arti- 
cle of their iaith. . There is one side on irhich a 
good man might be persuaded to embrace it. A 

S Dod man of a 'timorons disposition, in great 
oubt of his 'acceptance 'with God, and pretty 
. credn'lons^ may be' glad to be of a church where 
there are so many helps to get to 'Heaven'. I 
would be a Papist if I could. I have fear enough ; 
but an obstinate tetionality prevents me. I shall 
never be a Papist, -unless on the new approach 
of death', of which- 1 -have a very ^eat terrour.- 1 
wonder that women- are not all Papists.** Bos- 
TTELL. '“They are not mote afraid pf.death than 
men are.*?' Johnson. “ Because &ey are less 
wicked.** Da. Ada'us. “They are more' pious.** 
JoHKSoH.- “ No, hang 'em, they are not more pious. 
A .wick^ fellow is the most ;^ions when he takes 
to -it. Hellbeat you air at piety.** 

He ai^ed in defence of some of the' peculiar 
tenets oAhe Cliurch of Rome. As to the ^ving 
the bread only to the laity, he said, “ Thpy may 
think -tliat^ in what is merely ritual, deviations 
frpm 'the primitive mode may be admitted on the 
ground'of .Gon-renience; and I think they are as 
'well warranted to make this alteration as we are 
- to substitute sprinkling in the room of the an- 
cient baptism.** As to the invocation of saints, 
he said, ** Though I do not think it authorized, it 

bat I bno sineo Ibnnd tbo poem itieK in '^Tbo Fonndliqc Hospibl 
fw 'Wit,” pitted at London, 1749. Itta nsfidlows: 

"’Enattxutoeeanuuiij/all^mu JOupHteat Bath. 

** On Reason, Ffdtb, and Mrsleiy iii{^. 

Two wits bnangno tbo table; 

B- ■■ y believes ho knows not wliy, 

N — - — swoan *110 all a ibble. 

Peace, ooxcombs, peace, and both agico; 

V ' ■ ■ ■% kiss tbr emrny brother; 

Rdigion landis at Iocs uke tbce. 

Amt dreads a friend like t’other.” 
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Miss Adams mentioned a gentleman of licen- 
tioos character, and said, "Snppose 1 had a mind 
to marry that gentleman, 'would my parents con- 
sent?” JoBKSOK. “Yes, they’d consent, and yon’d 
go.- You’d go, though they did not consent.” 
Miss Adams. “ Perhaps 'their opposing might 
make me go." Jorkson. “ O, very well, you’d 
take oue wnom j^ou tliink a bad manjto have the 
pleasure of vexing 3 'our parents. Yon put me 
in mind of Dr. Barrowby, the physician,- who was 
very fond of .swine’s flesh. One day, -when he 
was eating it, he said, wish 1 was a Jew.* — 

* Why so? (said somebody); the Jews are not al- 
lowed to eat your favourite meat.’ — * Because 
(said he), 1 should then have the gust of eating it^ 
with the pleasure of sinning.”’— Johnson then 
proceeded in his declamation. 

• Miss Adams soon afterwards made an obser- 
vation that'l do not recollect, which pleased him 
much: he said with a good humoured smile, 
“That there should be so much excellence united 
with so much d^ravity is strange.” 

Indeed, this lady's good qualities, merit; and 
accomplishments, and hm* constant attention to 
Dr.- Johnson 'were not lost upon him. She hap- 
pened to tdl him that a little coffee-pot in which 
she had ■ made him coffee was the only thing she 
could call her own. He turned to her with a 
complacent gallantry, “ Don’t say so,m;^ dear; I 
hope you dpnt reckon my heart as nothing." 

I asked him if it was true as reported, that he 
had said lately, “ I am for the King against Fox; 
but l am for Fox against Pitt.” Johnson. “ Yes, 
'sir; the King is .my master; but 1 do not know 
Pitt ; and Fox is my friend." 

■ “ Fox (added he) is a most extinordinary man ; 
here is a man (describing him in strong terms of 
objection in. some respects according as he appre- 
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quaintancey'Done when they are of different sexes. - 
A Tory will marry into a Whig family, and a 
Whig into a Toiy&niily,* without any reluctance.’ 
Bat indeed, in. a matter of much more concern 
than political tenets, and .that is religion, men 
and women do not concern themselves much 
about' difference of opinion;. and ladies set no 
value on the moral character of men who pay 
their addresses to them; the greatest profli^te 
. will be as well received ah the man of die greatest 
virtn^ and this by a very good woman, by a wo- 
man who says her primers three times a day.** 
Our ladies endeavoured to d^end. their sex .from 
this charge; hnt heroarhd them dowdl ** No, no; 
a lady will , lake Jonathan Wild as readily as 
St. Austin, if he has threepence more'; and, what 
.is worse, her parents will give her to him.. Wo- 
men have a perpetual envy of our vices; th^ 
are Jess vicious than we, not.fi^m choice, hut 
because we restrict them ; they are the slaves of 
order and fashion ; their virtue is of more con- 
sequence to us tlian our own, so far as concerns 
this world.*’ 

anthorilr jo affirm that fliere on now an j snob, ao neither may I pte- 
snme to say with oonfldenoe, that Uiantaioiwf any. 

"Bat then vith regard to the inflocnoo of evil spirits at tins iuy 
upon the souls of men, t shall take Icavo to be a great deal more 
peremptoiy.—fnien, having stated thovarions prooh,ho adds] All 
this, I say, is so manitet to every one* who reads the Soriptnies ihat; 
if vro resp^ thdr antbority, the qnestion eoneeminfr the reaiily of 
the demoniack inilaenoo opon tfao minds of men is olearly determined.” 

ZiOt it be remembered that these are not the vrords oransntiqaaled 
or obsenre ontbnriast, hot of a learned and poiite Prelate now alive: 
and were spoken, not to a vulgar congregation, but to the Honour* 
able Society of Uneoln'h Inn. His lairdsliip in tiris Sermon explains 
the vrords, *' deliver ns lium evil,” in tho Lora's Prayer, as dgniQring 
a request to te protected Ihnn "the evil one^** that i^ tbo Deril. 
This is veil illustrated in a short bnt excellent Commentary by my 
late worthy friend, the Reverend Dr. Lorf, of whom it miff tniiy to 
said, iUiiliic iOt 6miis JldiUi ecchhV. It is rcmaricable that waller, in 
his ”Rencctions on the several Petitions in that sacred tbim of de- 
votion,” has understood this in tho same sense: 

“Guard ns from all temptations of tho Fob.” 
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tation called out,:** Do not talk thus of what is so 
awful. I 'know not what time .God will allow me 
in this world. ' There are. many thinra which I 
'wish to do.” Some of ns persisted, andDr. Adams 
'said, “I never was more. serious about :any thing 
. in my life.” ■ Johnson. ** Let me alone^ let me 
alone ; 1 am overpowered.” And then' he put his 
hands befo^ his face, and redined fpr some time 
upon the tdile. 

• 1 mentioned Jeremy TayWs using, in his fd^ms 
of prayer, "I am &e chief of sinners,” and other 
such sdf-condemnin^ expressions. **Now (said 
I), this cannot.be. said with tmtii by every man, 
and therefore is improper for a general printed 
fiorm. .1 myself caiinot s^ that I am the' worst of 
men ; 1 wiU not say so. Johnson. ** A man may 
know that physically, that is, in the real state of 
things, he is not the worst man; but that morally 
he may be so. -Law observes that *ever^*man 
knows somethi^ worse of himsdf than he is sure 
' of in .others.*, .iTou may not have committed such 
crimes as some men have done ; but yon do not 
know against .Vrhai degree of ;%ht they have 
sinned.'- B^des, sir, the * chief of doners* is a 
mode-of expression for * I am a great sinner.* So 
St. Paul, speakirig of our Savzour*s having died 
to save siUners,.says, *of whom I am the chief:* 
yd he certainly did not think himsdf so bad as 
Judas .Iscariot** BoswEUi. “ Bu^ sir, Taylor 
means it literally, for he founds a conceit upon it 
Wh^ pra]^ng fot the conversion of sinnen^ and 
of .himself in particular, he says, * Lord, thou wilt 
not leave' thy-cAt^ work undone.*” • Johnson. 
** I do not approve of figurative expressions- in 
addressing the Supreme Being; and I never use 
them. • Taylor gives a very good advice: ‘-Never 
-lie in y.our prayeis.; never, confess more than you 
really bdieve; never promise more than' you 
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headed, bat which exalted- his abilities the more), 
trho. has -‘divided the Elingdom- with Gsesar; so 
that it was a doubt whether the nation should be 
ruled by. the sceptre of Gleoige the . Third or the 
tongue of Box.” 

“-Dr. Wall, physician at Oxford, drank* tea 
tnth ns. Johnson had in general a .peculiar plea- 
sure in the company of physicians, whidi was 
certainly not abated by .the conversation of this 
learned, ingenious, and pleasing gentleman. John- 
son .said, “It is.wondennl how little good Rad- 
cliffe’s travdling fellovrahlps have done. I know 
nothing that has .been imported by them ;■ yet 
many additions to our medical biowledge might 
be got in foreign- countries. Inoculation, fo^'.m- 
stahce, has saved .more lives than war destroys: 
and the cures performed by the Peruvian bark 
are innnmerkble. But it is in vain to send .our 
travelling .physicians to France and Italy, and 
jQermany, for all that is known there is known 
here: I’d send them out of Christendom; IVl 
send them among harharous nations.” - 

On Friday, June 11, we talked at breakfost of 
forms of prayer. Johnson. ** I know of.no good 
prayers but those in the * Book of Common 
Prayer.’” Dr. Adams (in a very earnest man- 
uer). “I wish, sir, you would compose some 
family prayers.” Johnson. “ I will not comjpose 
prayers for. you, sir, hecause you can. do it for 
yourself. But I have thought of getting-togefoer 
all the books of prayere which I could, sdecting 
those which should appear to me the hes^ patting 
out some, inserting others, adding some prayers 
of my own, and prefixing a discourse on prayer.” 
We all now gathered about him, and two or three 
of us at a time joined in pressing him to execute 
this plan. He seemed to he a little displeased at 
tlie manner of our importunity, and in great agi- 
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printed it at their request; but, in the midst of 
that turbulence and fhction urhich disgraced a 
part- of the present reign, the thanks were after-' 
wards ordered to be expunged. This strange con- 
duct sufficiently exposes itself; and -Dr. Nowell 
will ever have -the honour which is due to a lofty' 
friend of our monarchical constitution. Dr. John- 
son said to me, “ Sir, the Court will be v.ery much 
to blame if he is not -promoted.*’ • I told this to 
Dr; Nowell; and asserting my humbler^ though 
not less zealous exertions in the same cans^ I 
suggested, that whateTer'retum we might receive* 
we should still have the consolation of being, like 
Butler’s ifteady and generous Royalist, 

“TVoe u the (Ual to the ina; 

Althongfa it be not ihone npon.** 

T7e were well entertained and very happy at 
Dr. Nowell’s, where was a very agreeable com^ 
pany; and we drank “Church and King^’.aft^ 
dinner, with true Tory cordiality. 

We talked of a certain deigyman.of extraor- 
dinary character,' who liy exerting his talents, in 
writing on temporary topi^, and displaying un- 
common intrepidity, had raised himself to af- 
flnrace. I maintained that we ou^t not to 'be 
indignant at his success ; for merit of every sort 
was entitled^ to reward. Johnson. “ Sir, 1 will 
not allow this man to have merit. No, sir; what 
- he has is rather the contrary ; I will, indeed, 
allow him conra^ and on this account we so 
fttr- give him credit. We have more respect for a 
man who robs boldly on the highway-tban for a 
fellow who jumps out of a ditch, and knocks you 
. down behind your back. Courage is a quality 
so necessary for maintaining virtue that it is kl- 
ways respected, even when it. is associated- with 
vice." 
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mean to p^orm/ " I reeoUected- this precept in 
bis 'Grolden Grove;’ bat bis example /or prayer 
contradicts bis pret^^ 

Dr. Johnson and 1 went in 'Dr. Adams’s coach 
to dine with SCr. Nowefi, Principal of St. Afory ■ 
Hall, at bis beautifnl .villa at Jfflevi on tbe' banks 
of the Isis, about two mUes from Oxford. While 
we were upon tbO' road, 1 had the resolatioa to 
ask Johnson whether be thought that the rough- 
ness of bis mander-had he^ hn' advantage or not; 
and if be* would opt have done more' good if he* 
had been foore girotle. 1 proceeded to answv 
mjrself thus i ** Perhaps it bas'been of adrant^, 
as it has mven weight to whatyou raid : yon could 
no^ perhaps, have= talked with such authonty 
witliont it- JoBJN’Spir.* "JVo, air; I have done 
more good as I am; Obscenity and impiety have 
always been reprossed in my cbmpahy.”' Bos- 
WBLL. **Trae, sir'; and lbat'is more than can be 
said of every Bishop. 'Greater liberties have been 
taken in' tbe presence of a Bishoj^ though a very 
.good mao, from his being milder,' and -therefore 
not comm'andina such awe. Tet; sir, 'many peo- 
ple, who might have been benefited by your con- 
versaUon, have been IHghtened away. A worthy 
friend of- ours has told me that he has often been 
afraid to talk to you." Jobbson. **Sir; he need 
not have been afraid if be bad any thing rational 
to say\ If he had no^ it was better he did not 
talk.’’ 

Dr« Nowell is celebrated for having preached-a 
sermon before the Honse of Commons, on the 
SOtb of January, 1773, foil of High Tory senti- 
ments, for which be was tiianked as usual, and 

* [71m tFiwds or Etaamu (as my learned Mend Dr. Karntf olA 
mmtm to me) may bo aptinod to Tulineon: ’'Qailn^atom.sciianm, 

dielloiiem bomiiim nomant, mnifia non oObodiinlar, quOioagnirtler 
enint oflbndcDdi, qni luee'ignontrunt'’ M.) 
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ritual world -that I ani-williug tp bdieve,it.*^ Dr^ 
Adams. “ You bavh evidence Enough ; good evi- 
dence which needs not such 'Support.** Jouift- 
soilSr. “Hike to have more.** 

Mr. Henderson* with whom 1 had sauntered- in. 
the venerslble walks of Merton College, .and fouiid 
him a very learned -and pious man, supped with 
us. Br. Johnson .surprised him not a little, by 
ackiyowledging with a look 'of horroui',-that he 
whs much oppir^sed by the fear of -..death.- 'The 
amiable Dr. Adams sn^sted that God was infi- 
nitdy good. Johnsok. “That he is infinitely 
good, as fiir as the perfection of his nature will 
allow, 1 certainly believe; but it is necessary for 
good upon the whole, that individuals should be 
punished... As to an individual, therefore^ he is 
not infinitely good; and as 1 cannot be sure 'that 
1 have tiilfilled the conditions On which salva- 
tion is granted, 1 .am afiraid 1 may be one of 
those who shall be damned.*’ (Looking dismally). 
'Dr. Adams. “ What do yon mean by damned?** 
JoHRspN (passionately and Ipndly),. “Sent to hell, 
sir, andpunished .everlastingly.** Dr. Adams. “I 
don*t believe that doctrine.**' Johnson. .“Hold, 
Mr, do yon believe that some will be punished at 
alir*. Dr. Adams. ** Being excluded from Hea- 
ven will be a punishment; yet there be no 

g reat, positive sufiering.** Johnson. “Well, sir; 
_ nt, if you adtnit any degree of puni8hment,.there 
is an end pf your, aignment for infinite goodness 
nmply considered;. fbr infinite goodness would 
inflict no punishment whatever. There is not 
infinite goodness physically considered: morally 
■th^e is.** BoswexjIi. “But may .not a man at- 
tain to such a degree of hope as not to be uneasy 
from the fear of death?” Johnson. “A inan 
may have such a degree* of hope as to ke^ him 
quiet. Yon see 1 am not quie^ firom the v^e- 


2<}9 ran lips of 17Q4; 

I censured the coanie ioFectires irfaich 'Were 
become iasbiopable ia ihe House of Commons, 
and said that jf wembera of parlhuneat muat at- 
tack each otbhr pereonaliy ia the heat of debate, 
it should be done more genteelly, JoassoN. 

** No, sir ; that ^yould be much worse. Abuse is 
not so dangerous when there is no vehicle of wit 
or delicacy, no Subtle conreyaoces. The diffhreace 
bety^een* coarse and refined abuse is as. the. difi^ 
rence betiVeen being, bruised by a club, and ', 
grounded by a poisoned arrowJ*—! bare aiace 
observed his praition el^;antly expressed by 
l>r. Young: 

** Ai fhb soft pinmo swtfhion to tiiQ cbri, 

Oo0d liraedtog Bonds llto ntItiD to tho luMurb'* 

/ 

On Saturday, June 12, there drank 'tea vith'us 
at Dr. Adamsu, M^r. John Henderson, student of 
Pembroke College^ celebrated for his uronderfol 
acquirements in alchyihy, jndicaa) astrology, and 
other, abstrnse and curious learning*; .and uie 
Reverend Herbert Croft, .vrbo, I am alknid, was 
somewhat mortified by Dr. Johnsonb not ‘being 
highly pleased with some ''Family Disconrses,^ 
which ne had printed ; tiiey were in too familiar 
- a style to he approved of by so manly a mind. 

1 have no' note of this evening’s convensatioo^ 
except a. angle fragment, 'When I mentioned 
TiiomaB Lord. Lyttelton’s vision, tbe prediction 
of the time of his death, and its exact folfilment; 
•-^OBMSon. " It is the most extraordinary thing 
that happened in my day. I heard it with 
my own eare, from hu unclo, Lord Westcote 
I am so glad to have every eridence of the spi- 

* Soo no iiooimntcindm,toa8orinonl9thoBeyiini»Sllr.Asi)UHr. 

^ TA Boemot wwQantorLiKd l^toUoii^ BoppoBod vAilon nsr So 
SmtM In Naalio'k •'BMoijr of WorooBtt!»lSio;'*-^oi»rieMB Am 
COBRBCTIONB,p,80l IS.] 
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of which I maintained, that no^ man would choose 
to lead over again the life .which he had experi- 
enced. Johnson acceded to that opinion in the 
strongest terms. This is an inquiry oAen made; 
and its being a subject of disquisition is a proof 
tliat much misery presses npon human feelings; 
for those who are conscious of a felicity of exist- 
ence would never hesitate to accept of a repeti- 
tion of it. I have met with very few .wlio would. 
I have heard Mr. Burke make' use of a vei^ inge- 
nious aud plausible argument on this subject: — 

me, thet In canBcqaenee of the mme UBtnral indiepnitiim end Imbl- 
tnal ricklinesi (Ibr he mn he seereelf pimed one da}' nitliont pain 
aRer hi* twentieth yearVue oomddrnm and represented human lilb 
as a scene of muoii greater misciy than is eoncraily experienced. 
Ihcro may be persons bowed down with afliiotion all tbeir days; 
and there are those, no doubt, whoso iniquities rob them oT rest ; but 
neither calamities nor crimes, 1 hope and beliore, do so mneh and 
so'ipuierelly abound as tojnsliiyUio dark pictnre of life which Jobn- 
sonli imapnation designed, and his strong pencil delineated. This 
1 am sure, tin coionring is Ibr too gioomy Ibr what 1 bare experi- 
enced, thongh, as Ibr as 1 can remember, I bare bad more sickness 
(1 do not say more severe, but only more In qnanUty) than Iblls to 
tho lot of most people, lint then onily debility and occasional sick- 
ness were Tar ovctbalaneed by interrenient days, and, perhaps, weeks 
void tk pain, and orerOowhig with comlbrl. .So that in short, to re- 
tnrn to the snhfeot, human lilb, as fbr as I can perecivo ftom experi-. 
eneo or observation, is not that state of constant wrclohedness which 
Johnson always insislcd it was: wbiob misrepresentation (ibr such it 
surely is) his Diimpher has not eorreoted, 1 suppose, because, nn- 
.bapinly, be has liimscir a largo portion of mclanolioly in his constitu- 
tion, and Ibnelcd tho portrait a ibithftil copy of liRi.' ” 

. Tlio learned writer then preecods thus fii his letter to me: — 

*' 1 bavo convened with some sensiblo men on this aulyoot, who 
ail aoom to onterlain tho same sentiments rospeetiug liib with those 
whioh are expressed or implied In tho Ibregoing paragraph. It might 
be added, that as the representation here spoken of appears not con- 
sistent with ibot and ex^rieaeo,'so ndtbcr does it scorn to bo oonn- 
lenanced by Soripture. There is, poriiaps, no part ofthe sacred vo- 
lume whioh at lint sight promises so much to lend its saneUon to 
these dark and desponding notions ns tho book at Eeolosiastos, 
wbiob so olton and so empbatleally proclaims tho vanity-of things 
sublunaiT. But 'the design ofthis wuolo book (as it has been justly 
observed ) is not to pnt ns out of oonoolt with lire, but to onre our, vain 
expootations of a complete and pertbet hap^uess In this world; to 
eonvinoo ns that there is no snob thing to bo found in mere oxtornal 
c^oymonts;— and to teaoh ns-rto sow ibr happiness in tho pnelieo 
or virtue, in the knowledge and. lore of God, and in the hopes of n 
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mence with which I talk;' but 1 do not despfair.” 
Mrs. 'Adams. “ Ton -seem, sir, to forget thelne* 
fits of our Redeemer.** Johnson. ** Madam, I 
do not forget the merits ‘Of my- Redeemer; but 
my Redeemer has said that he will set some on 
his'-'right hand and some on' his left.*’ — He. was in 
gloomy notation,- and said, 1*11 have- no more 
on’t.” — If what has now- been -stated should be 
urged by the-enemies of Christianity, as if its in- - 
.fluence on the mind were not benignant, let it be , 
remembered, that Johnson’s temperament was 
melancholy, of ’which such direful apprehensions ' 
of fnturity are often a common e^cL We- shall 
presently see, that when he approached nearer' 
to his -awful change, his mind became tranquil, 
and he exhibited as much fortitude- as becomes a 
ihihking man -in that situation. 

From the subject -of death we passed to dis- 
course -of lif(^ whether it* was upon the’ whole 
more happ^ or miserable. -Johnson was decid- 
edly for the balance of misery*:, in con6rmation 

* The Reverend 19r. Rdph Cfanrton, Follov of Bnuen Now Col- . 
leee^ Oxford, has fovonred mo with the foUowing remarks on- my 
.'work, vfhioh ho Is pleased to say, **! havo hitherto extolled and ooe- ‘ 
dialfo approvo." 

"lie ohier part of what I have to obaertro Is oontained in the fol- 
lowing tianaoript ftom a letter to a firiond, which, with his eoncnr- 
nnoe^ 1 oopied for this pnipow; and, whatever may bo the merit or . 
jnstncas of the remarks, yon may be sore that brag written to a 
moat intimate friend, without any Intention that thqy over should go 
fhrthor, they are the genuine and undisguised smments of the 
writer: 

'JTaita. 0,1793. 

*1jAST week I was reading the seoond volume ofBoawell'a Johnson, 
with inoreasing esteem for the worthy anthonr,'and increasing vene- 
ration of the wondeiflil and exeellent man who is the sniijeat of it 
The writer throws in, now and then, very properly, some seiions rdi- 
gions raSeotions ; bnt there Is one'rcmaric, in my mind an obvious 
and jnsi one, which 1 think he has not made^ that Johnson's * mor- 
bid melanidioly’ and oonstitnflonal infirmities were intended by Pro- 
vidcnoe, fike St Paul's thorn in the fiesh^to eheok intelleotnu oon- 
ocit and amganoe; whioh the oonsdonsness of his extraordinary 
talents, awake as he was to the voice of praise^ might otherwiw have 
gouerated in a -vhiy onipable degree. Another observation strikes 



JETiLT. 75. DR. JOBKSON. 271 

finely says; ancU may also quote the celebrated 
lines of Drydeu, equally philosophical and poe- 
tical ; — - 

» Wlien I consider lire, 'tis ati'n cheat ; 

Yet, foord with hope, nien thvour the deceitt 
Trnsl on. and think to*niononr will repay; 

To-morrow's Ihiser than the former diw; 

Ucs worse; and while it says we shafl be blrss'd 
With some new joys, eats off what we possess’d. 

' StranM oosenagel none would lire past years again ; 

Yet all hope'pieasnte in what yet remain; 

And from the dreim of life think to neeiro 
AVIiat the first sprightly mailing could not giro*." 

It was observed to Dr..Tohn8on, that it seemed 
Strang that he, who has so often delighted his 
company by his lively and brilliant conversation, 

* 

my ninstrions IHend'is dark rlews of life, when considering, in tlio 
course of this Work, Iris "Ramhiei" and his "Biissoins,? I am 
obliged to Air. Clinrton for complying with my request of his per- 
misnon to insert his llemmks, being consclons of die weight df what 
he jodicionsly snggests as to the mclaneboly hi my own eonstiintiou. 
His more plessing riews of life, 1 hope, sre jnst YaZnnit, qmiium 
tArepotaaU, 

Air. ChnHon conelndes his letter to me in these words:—" Onqe, 
and only once, I had tiic sntisboUon of seeing yoor illnstiions friend ; 
and as I fisel a partienlar regard Ibr all wliom bo distingnished with 
Ids esteem and fiiendsliip, so I dmfre mndi pleasnib ftom relleoting 
that I onee behold, tfaou^ bnt transiently, near ear College galc^ one 
whoso works will fbr orcr delight and imjnoTe the rrarid, who was a 
sincere and soalons don of the Chnroh of Enajand, an honour to his 
eomtry, and an ornament to human nature.'^ 
tOa letter was ancompanied with a present from Umseir of his 
" Sermons at the Bampton Leetnre,'’ and from Iris friend. Dr. Town- 
son, the Tcnciablo Rector of Blalpo^ In Clicshire, of bis “ Dlseonrscs 
m the Gospd^" togoOier with the following extract of a letter from 
that exeelleiitjperson, who is now gone to iceohre the reward of his 
nbonrs^-" Air. Boswell Is not only very ontortalning in his worics, 
bnt thqr are so .replete with moml and religions sontiments, withont 
M^ in stance, ns Ihr ns I know, of a eontr^ tendency, ^al 1 cannot 



withont any penonal aeqoi^tanoe with me, are truly TalnaUe nnd 
eneoataging; 

* Annaigiohe, Ant It. So. 1. 
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*< Evory m&n (said lie) would lead Ids life- over 
again ; for, every man is willing to go on and take 
nn addition (o his life» which, as he grows older, 
he has no reason to Ihiiik will be better, or even 
so good ns what has preceded." 1 imagine, how- 
ever, the truth is, that there is a deceitful hone 
that the next part of life will be free from tne 
pniiisj and anxieties, and sorrows which we have 
already felt We arc for wise purtioses “ Con- 
demn'd to Hope's delnsivc mine," as Johnson 

better lire. For this t« the ttiipUoatloii orall: Xrf w Amr, ae.xii. 18. 
Not only his ilnty but hie uniipliieM too: JPet* Gou, &e. rer. 14.'— 
Sco * Sherlock on Fravideure,' p. SOD. 

'"nio Now Toitament telle ne, indeed, uid-moat tralgr, that 
dent unto tlio day ie Iho evil theroor;' and, tliereroreb wlaely rorinde 
na to Inonnee onr bnrdeii by rurebodlnge oF eorrowet but 1 tliink it 
iiowheip eaye that even our onllnaty allllotions are not condetmt 
with a veiy cousidorable degree of nMlive'romlbrt and eatisbctlon. 
And, aroonUngly, one wtioco auBbtinn ns well as merits were 
sidonons, assures us, that in proportwn *as tbo snireiiium of^rbt 
abounded In thorn, so their consolation also abounded in C hnstf 
S Cor. L 6. It is needless to die. as indeed it would be eiulless even 
to refer to, the mnllltndeorpassa^ In bothlVstnmeuts holdingont, 
in the strongest language, ptondws of blessings, even in this woiU. 
to tlin IhithtuI servants of Oon. 1 wilt only refer to St. Luke xvIH. 
90, 80, and 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

*' Upon the whole, sotting adde inslanees of great and lasting bo- 
dily pain, of mindapeeullarb rmpressed by melancholy, and ofseveca 
tompoial calamities, fiom widen catiaordliiniy easea wo sdTely siionld 
not (brm onr estimate of the genemt tenonr and complexion of tlfe: 
exdnding these ftom tbo ncoonnt, 1 am eonviiiecd that as welt tAs 
graelons ooiistitntion ofthings whioh Providenee has ordained, as tlie 
dedarathnis of Scripture and the ndntl experience of individnals, 
nnUiorlrm the stnecro Christian to hi^ that hialmmble and constaid 
ondoavoura to porihrm Ids duty, dieqnercd as the best lltb is with 
many Ihilings, will be Qrowiied'withn greater degree of present peace, 
serenity, and comfort than he eonld'rensonnbh permit Idmselfto cw- 
ped, if he measured hla> views and judged of lifo Itom the cqdninn or 
J)r. dohiison, otien and enermdioally expressed in the Mcro dw^d 
Iitni, withont any autmadvernon or eonsnto by his inj^ions Bfog^ 

{ iher. If Iw himsoli; upon toviowlng the snbjcd. slinli see the niatm 
u tilts light, ho will, in an odavo Mition, wliioh is eageiir 
make' such additional remarks or conreotions as ho shall jndge at : ^ 
lest the impressions widoh tlieso dlsDOuraging passages may inve ^ 
tho readoro mind should in nny degree hinder what otherwisr tiie 
wliolo s^drit and energy of tho work tends, and, I hopi^ snccessniliy. 
to proinoto— pure morality and true religion." , . 

'llioiigli X bare. In some degree, obviated any renectioas against 
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Troth should never be 'violated, because it is of. 
the utmo^ importance to the comfort' of life, that 
we .should have a full security by- mutual ^th; 
and occasional inconveniences should be willingly' 
snfiered, ftat ,we niay pi^erve it. There 'ihus^ 
however, he. some exceptions. ^ If, for instancy a 
murderer, should ask yon which way a man -is 
gone, you may. tell him what is not true, because . 
you are under a previous obligation not fo betray 
a man to a murderer.** Boswsu..'** Supposing the - 
pehrson who wrote Jwnhu were asked whether he 
was the. authour,' might he deny it?** Johnson. 

** 1 don*t know ^Hat to say to this. If. you were 
sure that.he wrote Jtouttf, would you, if he denied 
i^ think US well of him afterwards? Yet it may 
be urged, that what a man has no right to ask 
you may refuse to communicate; and th»e is no 
other ^ectual mode of preservu^ a secret and 
an important secret, the discovery of which ma^ 
be v^ hurtful to yon, but a flat denial; for if 
yon are silent, or hesitate, or evade, it will be held 
equivalent to a confession. ’ But stay, sir, here is 
another case.' Supposing the authour had told 
me confidentially tnat he had written Junius, and 
1 were asked if he had, I should hold myself at 
^liberfy to deny it, as bmng under a previous pro- 
*mise, express or implied, to conceal it. IVow 
whatl ought to do for foe authour may I not do 
for myself? But 1' deny foe lawfulness of tdling 
a lie to a rick man, for fimr of alarminghim. Yon 
have no.buriness with consequences ; yon are to 
tell foe truth. ^ Beside^ yon are not sure what 
eflect your telling'him that he is in danger may 
have. It may bring bis distemper to a crisis, 
and that may cure him. Of all lying I have the 

S reatest abhorrence of this, because I believe it 
as been frequently practised on myself.?* 

1 cannot hrip thinking that there is much wright 
vox.. IV. T 
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shoald say be was miserable. Johnson. " Alas! 
it is all outside; I may be cracking my joke and 
cursing the -sun. Siait how I hate thy beams T 
1 knew not well wbat to think of this declaration; 
whether to hold- it as a genuine picture of his 
mind”, or as -the effect of his persuading himself, . 
contruy to fact,' that the position which he had 
assumed as .to human unhappiness was tru& We 
may apply to him a. sentence in Mr. Greville’s 
** Maxims, Characters, and'Reflections’;** a book 
trhich is entitled to much more praise than it has 
received: “Aristarchus is charming: how full of 
knowledge, of sense, of sentiment! You get him 
with difficulty to your supper; and after, having 
'delighted every body and himself for a few hbore, - 
'he is obliged to return home; — ^he is finishing his 
treatise, to prove that unhappiness is the portion 
of man.” 

,*• On Sunday, June 13, onr philosopher was calm 
at'breakfast • There was something exceedingly 
pleasing in our leading a College life, \nthont‘re- 
strain^ and with snperiour elegance, .in consO- 
.quence of our living in the Master’s House, and 
having tiie compimy of ladies. Mrs. Kennicot 
related, in his presence* a lively saying of Dr. 
Johnson to Miss Hannah More, who had ' ex^. 
prrased a wonder that the poet who had written 
“Paradise JjLosIf should write such poor Son- 
nets : — “ Muton, madam, was a genius that could 
cut' a Colussns from a rock, but could not carve 
heads upon cherry stones.” 

We talked of toe casuistical question,. “ Whe- 
ther it was allowable at any time to deps^ from 
Tk-wthf” Johnson. “Ihe general rule i^ that 

* Yet there li no donbt that a nriui naj a^ar very gi9 in oom> 

party who ia and at heart, toa mmiment ia like the aonnd of dranu 
and trampeta in abaltle, to drawn the graana of the waanded.aiid 
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published a Miscfellany,. in' which ' Grongar.Hill* 
first came out*.” Johnson praised Aem^ highly^ 
'an'd repeated them with, a- noble animation. . In 
the twelfth line».instead of ** one establish’d fame^’* 
-he- repeated **one undouded flaine,” which he 
thought was the reading in fb'rmdr editions : but ' 
I.beneve was a flash of his own genius. It is 
, much more poetical than the other. 

On Monday, June 14, 'and Tuesday, 15, Dr. 
Johnsou and .1 dined,, on one of them, 1 forget 

>'[Leiris^TenesaddrasMdtoPopeteMr.BiBdIi7snggasiBt6 
me) veralintpiiblishedin acolleetlcm or Pieces in veme and prase 
on oeei^on or" ilie DoBdad," Sto. 1932. Tliqr are there oalira afa 
Epignuni^' Orannr Hill," the same gentleman obsenres, was first 
printed in Saragens snseellanies, as an Odh is aingnlar that John- 
' son shonld not nara nooUeoted this^ and was reprinted in the same 
joar (ITSA, in Leiritfs Miaedlan j, in the Ibrm it now bean. 

In that Aliaoellany (as the Her, Mr. Blakeway observes to me), 
"file beanliftil poem, *Away, let nongfat to lore displeasing,' See. 
(lepiintod in Fenys " Relto^** vd. L b. iii. No. 14)fiist appoued." 

Lewis was anfiuiiir of " Aillip orMaeodon,** a tn^y, pnblished 
In l7S7,and dedicated to Prq^e; and In 1730 he pnbBshod a second 
vdiime ofiidaodlaneonB poems. 

As Dr. Johnson settled In London not long after* the Yerses ad- 
dressed to Pqie first appeared, be probably then obtained soma in- 
fbimafioB oonoeining tndr anthonr, David liewb, whom he has de- 
seiibed as sn Usher of Westminster Sdiool ; yet the Dean of West- 
minster,’ who to been pleased at my request to make some inqoiiy 
on fidsBobjeol^ has not finind any vestige of bis ever having been 
employed In this dtnation.— A late writer ("Environs of London,” 
iv. 171), snpposed that the tbUowing insori^ion In the ohnrohyaid of 
the ohorch or Low Layton in Essex was intended to commemoiate 
fidspoet^ 

“SBmd-to'fiio memoir of Dadd Lewis, Esq. who diod fiie 8ih 
day of April, 1760^ aged77ye«s; a great ihvonrite of the Muses, 
as his many excellent {denes in podiy sntBciently testify. 

' Inspired veme may on this maible live, 

Bnt can nohononr to thy ashes give.' 

-Also Maiy, the irifh of fiie above named David Lewis, fbntth 

danghter ofNciraigate Owsley, Esq. who departed this Ifife tho lOth 
of October, 1774, aged 90 yean.” 

Bnt tt appean to me improbable that this nwanment was erected 
fiir tho anthonr of the Vemes toYope, and of'tbe IVagedy already 
mdntioned;-tbe langnage both of the dedieafion prefixed to ♦ h** 
^eee^ and of the dedioation addressed to the Edrl of Shafieshniv, 

and tofixed to the hEseeUaides, 1730, denofing a person who mo^ 

in a lower sphere than this Essex Sqoin seems to have done. M.1 

t 2 
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in the opinion of those ^bo have held that tmth; 
as an eternal and immutable princmle, ought 
upon no account whatever to be violate, from 
suj^posed previous or superior obligations/ of 
which every man bmng to judge for himself, there 
is great danger that we too often, from partial 
motives, persuade ouTsdves that they exist; and 
probably whatever extraordinary instances may 
sometimes occur, where sothe evil may be pre-^ 
vented by violating (his noble principle, it would 
be found that human happiness would, upon the 
whole, be more perfect, were Truth universally 
preserved. 

]|[n the notes to the " Bunciad,** we find the fol- 
lowing verses, addressed to Pope*: ■ 

* * ■ ' 

,** WhilQ ualim, PopQ, doplim Ibj pigo 
Ita own oelosSal flio; 

White oilUdln and wild builB in nge, 

Admiibig, wont admiin; 

Wlnte wojwaid pena tlw worth aaanil. 

And fUTtena tongnoa deoijr; 

Thoao tlnwa, fhonip many a fttend bowai4 
Humo tfmaa berm not X. 

But when tho worlds load malao ia Mae, 

And apteen no UOTO ahall btenei 

When with Ua Bonier thon ahalt aldne 
In one eatabliaird teme; 

When none ahall tail, and every lay 
Devote a wreath to Owe; 

milt day (finr oomo it wilO that day 
Shall I Jainent to aae.** 

It is snrely not a little remarkable that tiu^ 
should appear withont a name. Miss Seward, 
knowing Br. Johnson’s almost nniversal and mi- 
nute literaiy information, signified a desire that 
1 shoidd ask him who was the autfaour. He was 
prompt with bis answer; — " Why, air, they were 
written by one Lewis, who was either undei^ 
master or an nsHer of Westminster School, and 

■ The annofafor ealb them ** amiable veraea." 
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them titfoagli? - A man better work his'way 
before the- mast. than. -read them throngh; they 
will be eaten b}^ rats and mice -before they are 
r^d throngb. 'There can be little entertainment 
in snch books; one set ‘Of Savages is like anb- 
therw**- Boswell. “ 1 -do not think the people of 
Otaheith' can be reckoned Savages.” . Johnson. 

Don't cant in defence of Sorites/* Boswell. 
have the art' of navigation.”- .Johnson. 

“ A dog or' a cat can swifo.” Boswell. . “ They 
carve very ingeniously.” - Johnson. ** A cat- can 
scratch, and -a child witii a nail can scratch.” 1 
■ perceived this was none* of the moUus Umpbra 
jmndi; so desisted. 

Upon his -mentioning- that when he pame -to 
CfoUege he wrote his first exercise twice over, but 
never did so afterwards. Miss Aoaus. “ I snp- 

S ose, sir, yon 'could, not make them better?” 
OHNsosi. **Ye8,- madam, to be sure, 1' could 
make them better. - .Thought 'is better than- no 
thought” Miss Aoaus. “-Do yon think, sir, 
ybu could -make -your Ramblers better?” John- 
son. Certainly I could.” . Boswell. "Ill -lay ’ 
a be^ sir, you cannot”- Johnson. “ But I will, 
sir, if I choose. ^ I .shall make the best of them 
yon shall pick out better.” Boswell. “ But yon 
may add to them. - 1 will not allow of that” 
Johnson. "Nay,. sir, there are three -ways of 
making them better;— putting 'ont*-*^ddingj-^ 
or correcting.” 

. .During our visit at Oxford,- the following' con- 
veiwtibn passed* between him -and me* on the 
snldect of my trying -my fortune at the English 
bkr.^ Having asked whether a very extensive' ac- 
' < 2 naintance in Ijondon, which -was very valuable' 
and of grmt ^vanta^ to a man at laig^ might 
not be prejudicial to-a lawyer, by preventing'liim 
'from giving snffident attention to his business?— 
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!n;hicb, with Mr. Mickle, translator :of the *-*La- 
siad,** at Wheatley, a very- pretty country place a 
few niilM-iioni Oxford; and on the o&er-with. 
Dr. Wetherell, Master of University Ckdlege. 
From Dr. Wetherell's he went to visit Mr. Same- . 
vflle Parker, the> bookseller; and when he ref. 
turned to ns, gave the following account of his' 
visit, .saying; “ I have been to see my old friend, > 
Sack. Parker;'! find he has married his maid; 
he has done right She had lived with him many 
years in great confidence, and diey had mingled 
minds-; f do not think he conld have 'found any 
wife. that would. have made* him so happy. The 
woman was very attentive and civil to me; she 
pressed me to fix a day for dining with them, and 
to say what I liked, and she would be sure to get 
it for me. Poor Sack! He js very ill indeed'.. 
We parted as never, to meet again; It has quite 
broke me down.” Ibis pathetick narrative was 
strangely diversified with the -grave and e^est 
defence of a man's having married his inaid. I 
could not but feel it as in some degree lodicroua 

Id the morning of Tuesday, June 16, - while we 
sat at Dr. Adams’s^ we talked of a printed letter 
from the Reverend Herbert Croft to a ^oung gen- . 
tieman who had been bis pupil, in which he ad- 
vised him to read to the end of -whatever bo.oks 
he should be^n to read. Johnsok. “This is- 
surely a strange advice; you may as well resolve 
that whatever men yon haroen to get acquainted 
with, you are .to keep to them for life. A book 
may be good for nouiing; or there may be only 
one thing in it worth knowing; are we to read it 
all through? These Voyages (pointing to the 
three lairo volumes of * Voyages to the Sooth 
Sea,* which were just come 'oot), wJio will read 

* [Ete dieil at Oxfiwd in Iiis 80tb jmar, Deo. 10; 199a M.] 
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brought himself to his'jfniv^* though he vrere of 
a very strong coustitntioii, and after reduced him- 
self to'eight nonis ; but that he would'not'adnse 
any body to so much ; that he thought six hours a 
day, with attention and constancy, was sufficient; 
that a man must use his body as he would his 
horse, and his stomach; not tire him at once, 
but rise with an appetite.'* 

On Wednesday, June -10, Dr. Johnson and 1 
returned to London; he was not well to-day, and 
said very little, e^loying himsdf chiefly in read- 
ing Euripides. He expressed some displesisnre 
at me ibr not observing snfficiently the various 
objects upon the road. " If I bad your eyes, sir 
(said he), 1 should count the passengers.” It Was 
wonderfol how accurate his observation of visual 
objects wa^ notwithstanding his imperfect eye- 
sight, owing to a habit of attention.— That he was 
much satisfied with the respect paid to him at 
Dr. Adams's is thus attested by himself: ** I re- 
turned last night from Oxford, after a fortnight's 
abode with Dr. Adamd, who treated me as well 
as I conld expect. or wish; and be fliat contents 
a sick man, a man whom it is impossible to please, 
has sureljr done his part weH*.” 

' After his rettim to London firom this excursion 
1 saw him frequently, but have few memoian- 
dums; I shall therefore here insert some parti- 
culars which 1 collected at various times. 

The Beverend Mr. Astle, of Ashbourne, in 
Derbyshire^ brother to the learned and ingenious 
Thomas AstL^ Esq. .was from his early years 
known to Dr. Johnson, who obligingly advised 
him as to his studies, and recommended to him 
the following books, of which a lis^ which he has 
been pleased to communicate, lies before mein 
’ Johnson's own handwriting: — Umoenal History 


■ <• LoHctft to Jin. Tfanfe,” Tol. If. p, 373. 
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JoEnso'k. ** Sir, you will attend to business as 
business lays bold of you. When not actually 
employed^ you may see your friends as much- as 
yon do now. Ton may dine at a Clnb 'every 
dayy and sup witli one of the members evexy' 
night; and you may be as mneh-at pnblick places 
as one who has seen ihem all would wish to be^ 
But you must take care to attend constantly "in 
Westminster Hall; both to mind your businessi 
as it is almost all learnt'there (for nobody reads 
now), and to show that yon want to have busings. 
And you must not be too often seen at publick 
plac^ that competitors may not have it to s^, 

* He is always at the Playhonse or atRauelagh; 
and never to be found at his chambers.* And, 
sir, there must be a kind of solemnity in the man- 
‘ ner of a professional man. I have notliing parti- 
cular to say to you on the subject Alf this I 
should say to any one; 1 should have said it to 
liord -Thnrlow twenty years ago." 

The Profession may piwbably think tliis repre- 
sentation of what is required in a Barrister who 
would hope for success to be modi too indulgent; 
but certainly it is, that as 

' *"rho vhBoTObHlMfbiuidauifirinijBlofliaia,** , 

some of the lawyers of this age, who have risen 
high, have by no means thought it absdlutdy ne- 
cessary to submit to that long and painful course 
of study which a Plowden, a Coke, and a Hale 
considc^ as requisite. My^ respected friend, 
Idr. Langton, has shown me in - the handwriting 
of his gnmdfather, a curious account of a conver- 
sation which he had with liord Chief Justice Hal^ 
in which that great mem tells him, “That for two 
years after he came to the inn of court, he stu- 
died sixteen. hours a day; however ^is Lordship 
added), that by this intense application he almost 
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tenced four convicts to transportation. Johnson, 
in* an'-u;ony of impatience* to =get 'rid of ‘such a 
companion, exclaimed,' "'I heartily- wish, sir, that 
■ r were a fifth.** 

Johnson was pr^ent^hen a tragedy was read, 

' in which there occurred this'-line ; ' 

** ^0 inlw o’er ftomea Bhonld hbnsdf be fine.” 

The company having admired 'it'-mnch,'**' ! can- 
not agree with you (said' Johnson): it- might as 

well be said, ' ' 

, • • • • * • • 

.. " Who drivee fkt oxen should bimieir be At*’ , 

..... 

: ; He was pleased with the kindnCss of Mr.-Gator, 
who was joined -with -him' in Mr. Thrale's im- 
poTtant-trnst,: ahd thus describes him-’: “There 
IS mndi ^od in his character, and much nsefill- 
ness in his knowledge.** He found a cordial so- 
lace at that ^ntleman’S'Seat at Beckenham, ‘in • 
Kclht,< which is indeed one*' of the finest places at 
which I ever was'a guest;''aii'd where l-find more 
and more ‘a hospitable welcdifie. ‘ ' 

Johnson seldom encouraged general censure of 
any. profession; but he was willing to allow a due 
share of merit to the various departments neces- 
sar]^ in civilized life. In a splenetick, sarcastical, 
or jocular firame of mind, however, he would 
sometimes utter a pointed saying of that nature. 

X One instance has been-mentioned*, where he gave 
a sudden satirical' stroke to the character of an 
otiorn^. The too indiscriminate adtoissioh to 
th^ employment,' wUch requires both abilites 
and inte^ty, has g^ven rise to- injurious' reflec- 
tions, which are tolmly inapplicable to many very 
respectable men .who exercise it with reputation 
and honour. 

> “-XiBUnx to Mis. Thisle,” Vdl. IL p. SM. •' 

* 8m VoL IL p. 138. 
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(aaMiaU).’---RoUi^s ^ncienl JSistmyi^Pi^enr 
dwj*s IiOroduciion to ffistorff. — Ver£ot*s BuUny 
qf - Knights '^ Malta. — Vertot's MevohUion of 
Portugal: — vertofs JRevolution of Sweden ^ — 
Cartds History of HgUmd. — Present: Slate if 
JBngland. — Geographical Grammar. — Prideauvs 
ConuecUon. — Nelsms Feasts and Fasts, — Dutyof- 
Man,-r-Gentleman*s jRdigion, — Ckrendonds His- 
taty. — Wattds Improvement qf the Mwdi—Wattis 
JLogiek. — Nature Di^layed. — LowWs Easdidt 
Grammar. — JBlaekwell on the Classicks.-^Sher- 
locFs Sermons,— BurpeCs lAfe of Halcf—D^hCs 
History of the Ckareh. — Shxu!^forff8 Conneeiions. 
— Loafs' Seriaas Call. — Walton*s Complete jd^ 
ler.Sandy*s Travds, — Sprals History of the 
Royal ■ Somdy. — England s GhtzelUer. — Gol^ 
smUIfs Roman HUloryj-dStme Commentaries on 
the Bible. 

It having been mentioned to Dr. Johnson/ that 
a gentleman who had a son whom he imagined to 
have' an extreme deme of timidity, resolved to 
send him to a publi^ school that he miebt ao* 
quire confidence ; — ** Sir (said Johnson), this is a 
preposterous expedient for removing his infirmity^ 
such a disporation should- be' cultivated in the 
shade. Placing him at a publick school is forc- 
ing^an owl upon day.” 

Speaking of a gentleman whose bonse - was 
much frequented by low compan;|^ ; l^gs, sir 
(said be), will always make their appearance 
■where they have a right to do it.” 

Of the same gentleman’s mode of living, -be 
said, ** Sir, the servants, instead of doing what 
they are. bid, stand round the. table in idle clns- 
ters, ^ping upon the guests ; and seem as unfit 
to attend a company as to steer a man of war.” ’ 

A dull country magistrate gave Johnson a long 
tedious account of his exercisii^ his criminal ju- 
risdiction, the -result of which was his having sen 
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of his tompositioo, and is also cliaracteristical-of 
ihe age in which he writes. Besides, sir, when the 
language is ch ang ed, we are not sure that the 
sense is the same. No, sir: 1 am sorry liord 
Hailes has done this.** 

< Here it may be'observed, that his frequent-nse 
of No, sir, was not always to intimate contradic- 
tion; for ^ would say so when he was about to 
enforce an affirmative proposition which had not 
been -denied, -as In the instance last' mentioned. 

I used to.'cohsid^ it as akind of flag of defiance : . 
as if. he had said, f‘ Any argument you may ofier 
against this is not just No^ sir, it is -not.” ' It 
was like FalstafiTs “1 deny ^onr Major.” 

Sir Joshna'R^nolds having said that he took 
the altitude of a man’s taste oy his stories and 
his wit, and of his nnderetanding by the remarks 
which he repeated; -bdng always sure that he 
must -be a weak man who- quotes common things 
with an emphasis'^ ifih^ were oracles; — John- 
son agreed with him ; and Sir Joshua- having also 
observed, that the r^ character of a man was 
found out by his amusements,— Johnson added, 
"Yes, -sir; no inan is a hypocrite in his plea- 
sures.”' ■ 

' I have mentioned Johnson’s general aversion to 
pun. He onc^ however, endured ope of mine. 
When we were talking of a numerous company in 
which he had distinguished himsdf highly, 1 said, 
" Sir; yon were a God surrounded by smdts. Is 
not this enough for you? at a time too when you 
. were not^sfiif^ for a compliment?” He laughed 
at this’ with a complacent approbation. -Old -Mr. 
Sheridan observed, upon my mentioning it to him, ' 
. " He liked your compliment so well, he was will- 
ing to take it with punsauce.” Formy own part, 

I think no innocent species of wit or pleasantry 
should be -suppressed: and that a good pun may 
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. Joliuson havioe aigucd for some time with a 
pertiiiamons genUeman ; Iiis opponent, who had 
talked in a. very puzzling. manner, happened to 
say, “1 don’t understand you, sir;” upon which 
Johnson observed, “ Sir, I have found you an 
aiigument; but.l am not obliged- to find yon an 
understanding.” 

Talking to me Of Horry Walpole (as Horace 
late Earl of Orford was often called), Johnson al- 
lowed -that he got together a great many curious 
little things, and told them in an elegant manner. 
Mr. Walpole thought Johnson a more amiable 
character after reaSne his letters to Mrs. Thrale; 
but never was one of the true admirers of that 
great man*. We may suppose a prejudice con- 
ceived, if he ever heard Johnson’s account to Sir 
Geoige Staunton, that when he made the speeches 
in parliament for the Gentleman’s Marine, -"he 
always took care to put Sir Robert Walpole- in 
the wrong, and to say every thing he could against 
the electorate of Hanover. The celebrated He- 
- Toick Epistle, in which Johnson is satirically in- 
troduced, has been ascribed both to Mr. Walpole' 
and Mr. Mason. One day at Mr. Courtenay’s, 
when a gentleman expressed his opinion tW 
there yfw more energy in that poem than could 
be expected from Mr. Walpole; Mri Warton, the 
late Laureat, observed, ** It may have been written 
by Walpole, and fiucknrm’dby Mason*.** 

. He dmpproved of Lord Hailes for having mo- 
dernised the language of the ever -memorable John 
EbdcB of Eton, m an edition which his Ijordship 
published of that writer's works. ** An authours 
language sir (said he), -is a characteristical part 

^ [In bin Foatlmncms Works be bes spoken of Johnson in Cie 
most oontemptnons nuumor! 31.1 

* lit is now (1804) hmm that the "Bontok Epistle* was written 
bj llason. bll] 
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kind of patody or coiftiterpart of a fine poetical 
paas^e m one of Mr. -Bnrke's speeches on Ame> 
ricanxaxation. It is vi^ronsl^- bdt'someTrbat 
coarsely executed 'and 1 am inclined to sup- . 
'pose,' is not quite correctl]|^ exhibited. ‘ I hope he 
did not use the trords “ vile ogenkT for the Ame> 
ricans'in the House of Parliament; and if he did 
so, in an extempore effiision, 1 wish the lady had 
not committed it to writing. 

Mr. - 'Burke . uniformly ' showed Johnson the 
gfratest respect; and. when' Mr. Townshend, 
now Lord' Sydney, at a period .when he was coh> 
spicnous in opposition, threw out some reflection 
in parliament upon the grwt of a pension to a 
man of such political principles as Johnson ; Mr. 
Burke, though then of the same party with Mr. 
Townshend, stood warmly forth in defence of bis 
friendf to: whom, he justly observed, the pension 
was granted soldy on account of his eminent lite- 
rary merit.* I am well assured that Mr. Towns- 
hendV attack upon Johnson was the occasion of 
bis “ hitching in a rhyme;” for, that in the origi- 
nal cop;ybf wldsmith's character of Mr. Burke^ 
in his ** Retaliation,” another person's hame stood 
iii the couplet where Mr. Townshend is now in- 
troduced : 

"ThoDgh ftainclit iritb til Iwunlng, kejrt Btnioiiig his Ihroal, 

To ]^fenDade Zomiqr Thwiuimd to lend him a vote." 

It may be worth remarking, among the mtnictie? 
of my collection, that Johnson was once drawn to 
SCTve in the militia, the Trained Bands of the 
City of London, and that Mr. Rackstrow, of the 
Museum in Fleet' Street, was his Colondl.. It 
may be believed he did not serve in person;, but' 
the idea, with all its tnrcnmstances, is certainly r 
laughable. He upon that occasion provided him-' 
self with a musket, and with a sword and belt,, 
which I have seen hanipng in his doset. ^ 
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be adniitted amodg tbe smaller excellences of 
lively conversation. 

Had Johnson treated at laige I>e Claris Orato- 
ribttSt he might have given ns an admirable work. 
When the Hnke of Bedford attacked the ministiy 
as vehemently as fie could for having taken upon 
them to extend. the time for the importation of 
com. Lord ■ Chatham, in his first speech in the 
House of Lords, boldly avowed himself to be an 
adviser of that -measure. ** My 'collragnes (said 
he), as I' was cbnfined'by indisposition, did me 
the signal -hononr of coming to we bedside of a 
sick man to ask his opinion. But, had they noil 
thus condescended, '1 should have takm m my 
hed and teaJked, in ordm* to have delivered that 
opinion at the Conndl Board.**- Mr. 'Langton, 
who was present, mentioned this to Johnson,, who 
observed, ■** Now, sir, wp see that he took these 
words .as be found them; without considering, 
that tiiongh the expression in Scripture, take ^ 
'thy hed and-vadSk,. strictly suited we instance of. 
the sick' man restored'to health and strength, who 
would of course, be supposed to carry his bed 
.with him, it could not be proper in tbe case of a 
man who was lying in a state of feebleness, and 
who Certainly would not add to the difiicnlty of 
moving at all that of carrying his bed.” 

When 1 pointed out to him in the nevrspaper one 
of Mr. Grattan’s animated and glowing speeches ' 
in fevour of the freedom of Ireland, in which this 
expression occurred (I know not if accurately 
taken): ”We will persevere till there is not one . 
link of tbe English chain left to clank upon the 
r^ of the meanest be^ar in Ireland ;** — ” Nay, 
sir (said Johnson), don’t yon perceive that oiis 
link cannot clank T 

Mrs. Thrale has published', as Johnson’s, a 

T " Anecdotes,’' p. 43. 
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He seemed to take pleasure in speaking in 
his o\rn style; for \rhen he had carelessly missed 
it, he would repeat the thought translated into it 
Talking of the Comedy of “ Tlie Rehearsal,” he 
said, “ It has not wit enough to keep it sweet** 
This was easy;— he therefore caught himself, 
and pronounced a more round sentence : *' It , 
has not vitality enough to preserve it from piitre-' 
faction.** 

' He censured a writer of entertaining Travels 
for assuming a feigned character, saying (in bis 
sense of the word), ** He carries out one lie; we 
know not how many he brings back.** At ano- 
ther time, talking of the same person, he ob- 
served, ** Sir, your assent to a man whom you 
have never known to falsify is a debt; but after 
you have known a man to falsify, your assent to 
him then is a fovour.’* 

Though he had no taste^ for painting, he ad- 
mired much the manner in which Sir Joshua 
Reynolds treated of his art, in his “ Discourses 
to me Royal Academy.** • He observed one day 
of a passage in them, ** 1 think 1 might as well 
have said mis myself :** and once when Mr. Lang- 
toD was sitting.hy him, he read one of them very 
eugeAjt and expressed himself thus : Very well. 
Master Reynolus ; very well, indeed. But it will 
not be understood.** 

When I observed to him that Painting was so 
far inferiour to Poetry, that tiie story or even em- 
blem which it communicates must be previously 
known, and mentioned as a natural and laughable 
instance of this, that a little Miss on seeing a pic^ 
tore of Justice with the scales had exclaimed to 
me, “ See, there's a woman selling sweetmeats;” 
he said, “ Painting, dr, can illustrate, but cannot 
inform.” 

No man was more ready to make an apology 
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He xTBS very constant to those whom he once 
employed, if they gave him no reason to be dis- 
pleased. • When somebody talked of being im- 
posed on in the pnrcWse of tea and sugar, and 
snch articles, ** That will not be the case (said .be) 
if yon go to a lately skop, ns I always do. In 
such a 'shop it is not worth their while to take a 
l>etty adrantagp.” 

Ah authonr of most anxious and restless va- 
nity being mentioned, ** Sir (said he), there is not 
a young sapling upon Parnassus more severely 
.blown about by every wind of criticism than that 
poor fellow.** 

The difference, he observed, between a wdl 
bred and an ill bred man is this : ** One immedi- 
ately attracts your liking, tlie other -your aver- 
sion. You love the one till you find reason to 
hate him ; you hate the other till yon find reason 
to love him.** 

The wife of one of his acquaintance bad frau-^ 
duleutly made a purse for herself out of her hus- 
band's fortune. Feeling a proper compunction 
in her last moments, she confessed how much she 
had secreted ; bnt before she could tell where it 
was placed she was seized with a convulsive fit 
and expired. Her husband said he was more h urt 
by her want of confidence in bim^ than by the loss 
of his money. “ 1 told him (said Johnson), that 
he should console himself: for perhaps the money 
might be famd,. and he was sure that his wife was 
gone” 

-A foppish physician once reminded Johnson of 
his having been in company with him on a fiirroer 
occasion. ** 1 do not remember it, sir.** The 
physician still insisted adding that he that day 
wore so fine a coat that it must have attracted bis 
notice. ** Sir Qtaid Johnson), had you been dipt 
ill Pactolus I mould' not have noticed you." 
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He. thought Mr. Caleb Wliitefoord singularly 
liappy' in hitting on the signature of Papyrius 
■pursorfto his ingenious and diverting, cross read- 
ings of the newspapers it being a real name of 
an ancient Roman, and clearly expressive of the 
thing done in this lively conceit. 

He once in his life was known to have uttered 
whatis called a buU: Sir Joshua Reynolds, when 
they were riding together- in Devonshire, com- 
plained that he had a very bad horse, for that 
• even when going down hill he moved slowly step 
by step.' '* Ay (said Johnson), and when he goes 
up hill he ^ands still.** 

. He had a great aversion to gesticnlating in com- 
pany. . He called once to a gentleman who of- 
■ fended him in that point, ** Don*t atfitudetiise.** 
And when another gentleman thought he was. 
giving additional force to what he uttered, by ex- 
pressive movements of bis hands, Johnson fairly 
seized them and held them down. 

. .An anthonr of considerable em'inence having 
' engrossed a good share of the conversation in 
'the company of Johnson, and having said nothing 
bat what was trifling and insignificant; Johnson, 
when he was gone, observed to ns, *' It is won- 
derfnl what a difierence there sometimes is be- 
tween a man’s powers of writing and of talking. 

writes with great spiril^ but is a poor 
talker; had he held his tongne, we might pave 
supposed him to have been restrained by mo- 
desty ; but he has epoken a great deal to-day ; 
and yon have heard what stuflTit was.*'^ 

A gentleman having said that a coi^ d'&bre 
has not, perhaps, the force of a command, but 
may be considered only as a strong recommenda- 
tion “ Sir .Replied Johnson, who overheard ' 
him), it is such a recommendation, as if I should 

VOL. IV. D 
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Trben be bad censured uidostly than Jobosoa. 
When a proof sheet of one of his irorks xras 
brought to him, he found fault with the mode in 
%Thicn a part of it Tras arranged; refused to read 
it, and in a passion desired that the compositor* - 
might be sent to him. The compositor was Mr. 
ManAine, a decent .Sensible man, who had com- 
posed about one half of bis “ Dictionary,** when 
in Mr.'Strahan's printing-house; and a great part ■ 
of his ** Lives of the Poets,** when in that of Mr. 
Nichols; and who ^in his seventy-seventh year),- 
when in Mr. Baldwin's printing-house,- composed 
a part of the first edition of this work concerning 
him. By producing the manuscript he at once 
satisfied Dr. Johnson that he was not to blame* 
— ^Upon which Johnson candidly and earnestly 
said to him, "Mr.. Compositor, I ask your par- 
don: Mr. Compositor, I ask your pardon, again 
and again.*]' 

His generous humanity to -the miserable was 
almost beyond exa^le. The following instance 
is; well attested : — Cfoming home tate one night, 
he found a 'poor woman lying in the street; so 
much exhausted that she could not walk ^ he took 
her upon his back and carried her to his house* 
where he discovered that she was one of fiiose 
wretched females who had fidlen into the lowest 
state of vice, poverty, and disease. Instead of 
harshly upbraiding her, he had her taken care of 
with all tenderness for a long time, at a consider-, 
able expense^ till she was restored to health, and 
endeavonrml to pot her into a virtuous way of 
living'*. 

*■ Comporitorfat IhePrinUni^Iuniw meui tha petaon «ho a^jns^ 
the Wpw in tin order in whion tlieu are to stand fisr printing; and 
arranges what is oalled the/brai, fiom which an impression is taken. 

a The dranmstanee tbereSMoalloded to in Mr. Comlenayli *' Poo- 
tlosl Chatactei" oTUm is sUictlr tme.- My informer was &In.Des- 
tuonlins, who Uyed many j^an in Ar. Idnuon’s bonsc. 
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were so thoroughly crater-soaked timt it was im- 
possible any part of the exhibition should -.be 
jnade. ' This is a mere excuse (says the Doctor), 
to Sara their cnickers fbr a more profitable com- 
pany. -.'Let us botli hold up our sticks, and 
threaten to break those coloured lamps that sur- 
round the Oidiestra, and we shall soon have our 
.wishes gratified. The core of the fireworks can- 
not be injured; let the difierent pieces be touched 
in their respective centres, and tli^ will do their 
oflices as well as ever.* — Some young men who 
overheard him immediately began the violence 
he had - recommended, and an attempt was 
speedily made to fire some of the wheels which 
appeared to have recdved the smallest damage; 
but to little purpose were they limited, for most 
of them completely fiiiled. — The authour of * The 
Rambler,* however, may be considered, on this 
occasion, as the ringleader of a successful riot, 
thoueh not as a skilral pyrotechnist.** 

“.Ithas been supposed that Dr. Johnson,, so 
far as fashion was concerned, was careless of his 
appearance in publick. But this is not altogc- 
mer trae, as the followii^ slight instance may 
show : — Goldsmith*s last Comedy was to be re- 
presented during some court-mourning; and Mr. 
Stfievens appointed to call on Dr. Johnson, and 
carry him to the tavern where he was to dine with 
others of the Poefs friends. The Doctor was 
ready dressed, but in coloured clothes; yetbeiug 
• told that he would find every one else in black, 
received the intellirance with a profiision of 
thanks, hastened to raange his attire, all the while, 
repeating his gratitude for the information that 
had aarad him from an appearance so improper 
in the front row of a front box. *I would not 
(added ba)» for ten pounds, have seemed ,so refro- 
^ade to any general observance.*** 

u2 
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throw yoQ but of a two pair of-staits window and 
recommend to you to fiul 8oft\” 

Mr. Steevena, who pa^ed many a aoci^ hour 
with hini during their lon^' acquaintance, which 
commenced when they bo& lived in the Temple, 
has .preserved a good number of particulars Con- 
cerning him» mbst Of which are to-be found in the 
department of-Apophth'egm^ &c. in the Colleo- ' 
tion- of' “ Johnson's' •Works.’* But he has been 
pleased to favour ‘ine with the following^ which 
are original : 

** One. evening, previous to the trial of Baretti, 
a consultation of his friends' was held at the house 
of Mr. Cox, the solicitor,' in Southampton Build- 
ings, Chancery Lane. • Among others present 
were*. Mr. Bnrke and Dr. Johnson, who dififereid 
in sentiments- concerning the tendency of some 
pail .of the defence the prisoner vr^as to m^e. 
W6en* the meeting was over ’ Mr. Steevens ol^ 
served, that the' question between him and his 
friend' had been agitated with rather too much 
warmth. * It may be'so, sir Qreplied the Doctor)i 
'for Burke and 1 should have been of one opinion, 
if we bad had no audience.’” 

■ “ Dr. Johnson once assumed a character in' 
which, perhaps, even Mr. Boswell never saw him. 
His curiosity having been excited by the praises 
bestowed on the cmebrated Toith’s fireworks at 
Marybone Gardens, he desired Mr. Steetens to 
accompany him thither. The evening had proved . 
showery ; and soon after the few people present 
were assembled, publick notice was- given that 
the conductors to the. wheels, suns, stars, &c. 

* TUs hu bean-printed in other pnblieeaoni, Tall to fb errand.'* ■ 
But Johnson himsuF nva mo the tme expresrion which be usd nscd r 
as eboVe; mesning tut the recommendation leti as little ohoioe in 
- the one ease as the other. 
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respectable society. The other membera present 
were the Bishop of St Asaph, Lord Eliot, Lord 
Falmeidton, I)r. Fordyce, and Mr. Malone. He 
looked ill; but had such a manly fortitude that 
he did not trouble the company widi melancholy 
complaints. They all showed evident marks of 
kind concern abont him, with which he was much 
pleased, and he exerted himself to be as enter- 
taining at his indisposition allowed him. 

The anxiety .of his frimids, to preserve so esti- • 
mable a life as long as human means might be 
supposed to have influence, made them plan for 
him a retreat from the severity of a British winter, 
totlie mild climate of Itoly. This scheme was 
at last brought to a serious resolution at Generol 
Faoli's, where 1 had often talked of it. One 
essential matter, however, I understood was ne- 
cpasary to be previously settled, which %va8 ob- 
taining such an addition to his income as would 
be.sumcient.tb enable him to defray the expense 
in a manner becpming the first literary character 
of a' great nation, and, independent of all his 
other merits', thO Anthionr of The j^icriONARY 
OF THE English Language. The person to 
whoml above all others thought I should apply to 
negotiate this business was the Lord Chancellor* 

• because 1 knew tiiat he highly valued Johnson, 
and toat Johnson highly valued his Lordship ; so 
that it was np degradation of my illustrious friend 
to solicit fo.r him the favour of such a man. I 
have mentioned what Johnson said of him. to m‘e 
when he was at the bar; and after his Lordship 
was advanced to the scali^ he said- of him, “1 
would prepare .my^lf for no man in England but 
Lord Thurlow. ^hen I am to meet with him, I ■ 
should wish to know a day before.** How* he - 
would have prepared himself, I caiitiot conjecture. 

‘ Edmrd Lord Tbnrlov [who died Soplomber 1-1, 1800. . SL] 
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“He would sometimes found his dislikes on 
very slender circumstances. Happening one day 
to mention Mr. Flexman, a Dissenting lyiinister, 
with soine- compliment to his exact memory in 
chronological matters; tiie Doctor -replied, ‘Let 
me hear no more of him, sir. That is the fellow 
who made the -Index to my Ramblers, and set 
down the name of Milton thus: — Milton, Mr. 
John.*’* ' 

■Mr. Steevens adds this testimony: /*It is.un- 
• fortunate, however^ for Johnson, that his .parti- 
cularities . and frailties can be • more distinctly 
traced than his good and amiable ' exeitions. 
Could the many bounties he studiously conceal- 
ed, tlie .many acts .of humanity* he performed in 
private! be displayed with equal circumstantia- - 
lity, his defects would-be so for lost in the blase 
of. his virtues that the latter only would be re- 
garded.” • ■ • 

> I 

Though from my Very high admiration of John- 
son, I have wondered mat he was not courted by 
all the great and all the eminent persons of his 
time, it ought foirly to be considered, that no 
man of hnmble birth,'who lived entirely by litera- 
ture, in short no authour by profession, ever rose 
in this country into that personal notice which lie 
did. ’In the course of this work a numerous 
variety of names has been mentioned, to which 
many might be addhd. 1 cannot omit Lord and 
Lady Lucan, at whose house he often enjoyed all 
that an elegant table and the best company can 
contribute to happiness; he 'found* hospitality 
united with extraordinary accomplishments, and 
embellished with charms of which no man could 
be insensible. 

On Tuesday, June 22, 1 dined with him^ at the< 
Literary Club, the last time of his being in that 
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ing sight of fifteeo men executed before Nbxrgate. 
i said to him, 1 was sure that human life w'as not 
.machinery, that is to say, a chain of iatality 
planned and dir^ted by the Supreme Being, as 
it had in it so mnch wickedness and 'misery, so 
many, instanced of both, as that by which my 
. mind was now clouded. 

Were it machinery, it would be better than it 
is in these respects, though less nobl^ US not 
being a system of moral govemmenL fie agre^ 
with -me now, as he always did, upon the gr^t 
question of the liberty of the human will} .which 
' has' been in all s^es perplexed with so niuCh 
sophistry; **But, sir, as to the doctrine of Ne- 
cessity, no man believes it If a man should give 
me.a^uments that I do not see} fhough I could 
not answer them, should I believe that I do not 
seer It’ will be observed, that Johnson at all 
times made the jnst distinction between doctrines 
cantmrif to reason, and doctrines above reason. 

Tallang .of the reli^ons discipline proper ibr 
unhappy convicts, he said, “ Sir, one of our regu- 
lar Clergy will probably not impress their minds 
suffidentiy: they should be attended by a Me- 
thodist preacher* ; or a Popish priest.” Let me 
however observe, in justice to the Reverend Mr. 
Yilette, who has been Ordinary of Newgate for 
no less than eighteen years, in the course of 
whi(^ he has attended many hundreds of wretched 
(mniinals, that his earnest and humane exhorta- 
tions have been very e^ctnal. fiis extraordinary 
diligence is highly praise-worthy, and merits a 
distinguished reward". 

' _ * A friend of nine lappened to bo ^sinj( bya 
in tfae ewiroua of lAudon, vhen a olothodist praaidior qnoted'tbis 
passage with trinmpli. 

* Itniat that ibe City of l^adon, now happily in nnisou with tbo 
ConrI, will bavo.the jnatice and gencrorily to obtain pinfbnnent fax 
this Reverend Gentleman, now a worthy old aervant ot that nlagni- 
fieent Coiporation. 
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Would be have selected certain topicks, and con- 
sidered them in every view, so as to be in readi- 
ness to aigue them at all points? and what may 
we suppose tliose topicks to have been? I once 
started the curious inquiry to the great man who 
was the subject of this compliment: he smiled, 
but did not pursue it. 

I first consulted with Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
who perfectly coincided in opinion with me; and 
1 therefore, though personally very little known 
to his Lordship, wrote to him', stating the case, 
and requesting his good offices for Dr. Johnson. 
1 mentioned that 1 was obliged to set out for 
Scotland early in the following week, so that if 
his Lordship should have any commands for me 
SIS to this pious negotiation, he would be pleased 
to send them before that time; otherwise Sir 
Joshua Reynolds would give all attention to it. - 

This application was made not only \vithout 
any suggestion on the part of Johnson himself, 
bnt was utterly unknown to him, nor had he the 
smallest suspicion of it. Any insin nations, there- 
fore, which since his death have been thrown out, 
ns if he had stooped to ask what was superfluous, 
are without any foundation. But, had he askcil 
it, it would not have been superfluous ; for tliough 
the money he had saved proved to be more than 
his friends imagined, or than 1 believe he himself, 
in his carelessness concerning worldly matters, 
knew it to be, had he travelled upon the Conti- 
nent, an augmentation of his iucome would by 
no means have boon unnecessary. 

On Wednesday, June 23, 1 visited him in the 
morning, afler having been present at the shock- 

* tt U siiranjrr that Sir Joiin lla«kiii« MionM have rrhlnl iha( ih'* 
e|>}ifiraihin tia«» fiiadr lor Sir Jv-I»na lli'fiioM*. nlirii cvnM 
rvi«il 5 have Lern iorioiD,^ «>r lb' truth It} ini]ititiii}; of Sir Ju>>liua. 
Sir ii4iR’» nrrtcr^nrv* lu s.-ct:rtdia fMi5 ra trr) neraihaMr. 



• • ^ 

JETAT. 75. DR. JOUNSOK. 1807 

Would you refuse any slight gratifications .to a 
man under sentence of death? There is a hu- 
mane custom in Italy/ by yhich persons in that 
melancholy situation are indulgra Avitli having 
whatever they like best to cat and drink, even 
with expensive delicacies.” 

• I showed him some verses on Lichfield by 
Miss Seward, which I had that day received 
from her, and had the pleasure to hear him ap- 
prove of them'. He confinned to me the truth of 
a high compliment which I had been told he had 
paid to that lady, when she mentioned to him 
“The Colombiade,” an qiick poem, by Madame 
du Boccage: — Madam, there is not any thing 
equal to your description of the sea round the 
North Pole, in your Ode on the death of Captain 
Cook.” 

On Sunday, June 27, 1 found him rather bet- 
ter. 1 mentioned to him a young man who was 
going to Jamaica with his wife and children, in 
expectation of being provided for by two of her 
brothers settled in mat island, one a clei^gym'an, 
and> the other a physician. ' Johkson. “'It is a 
wild scheme, sir, unless he has a positive and de- 
liberate invitation. There was a poor girl, who 
used to come about me, who had a cousin in 
Barbadoes, that, in a letter to her, expressed a 
wish she should come out to that Island, and ex- 
patiated on the comforts and happiness of her 
situation. The poor girl went out: her cousin 
was much surprised, and asked her . how she 
could think of coming. * Because (said she) yon 
invited me .* — * Not I,* answered the cousin. The 
letter was then produced. * I see, it is true (said 
she), that I did invite you : but I did not think 
you would come.' Th'ey lodged her in an' out- 
house, where she passed her time miserably; 
and as soon as she had an opportunity -she re- 
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■ He put Lord Eliot in mind of Dr. Walter 
Harte*. “I know (said he) "Harte was yonS* 
Lordship's tutor, and he was' also tutor to fhe* 
Peterborough family. Prayi my Lord, do you 
recollect any particulars that he told you of Lot^ 
Peterborough? He is a favourite of mine, and is 
not enough known ; his character has been only 
ventilated in party pamphlets." Lord Eliot said, 
if Dr. Johnson would be so good as to ask- him 
any questions, he would tell what he conld recol- 
lect Accordingly some tilings were mentioned. 
**Bnt (said his Lordship) the best account of 
Lord Peterborough that I have happened to 
meet with, is in * Captain Carleton's Memoirs.’ 
Garleton was descended of an ancestor who had 
distinguished himself at the siege of Derry. He 
, was an officer; and, what was rare at that time, 
had some knowledge of engineering.” Johnson 
said, he had never heard of the book. Lord 
Eliot had it at Port Eliot; but after a good deal 
of inquiry, procured a copy in London, and sent 
it to J^ohnson, who told Sir Joshua Reynolds that 
he was going to bed when it cam^ 'but was so 
much pmased with it that he sat up till he had 
read it through, and found in it such an air of 
truth that he could not doubt of its authenticity ; 
adding, with a smile (in allusion to Lord Eliot’s 
having recratiy been raued to the peerage), *' I ' 
did not think a young Lord could have men- 
tioned to me a book in the English history that 
was not known to me.” 

An 'addition to our company came after we 
went up to the drawingroom ; Dr. Johnson seemed 
to rise in spirits as his audience increased. He 
said, ** He wished Lord Orford's pictures and .Sir 
Ashton Lever's Museum might be purchased by 
the publick, because both the money, and’ the 
pictures, and the curiosities would remain in the 
country ; whereat if they were sold into another 
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turned to England. Always tell this, when yoil 

• hear of peojple going abroad to relation^ upon a 
notion of bdng well received. .In the case which 
you mention, it is probable the clergyman. spends 
all he and the physician does not know, how 
much he is to get.” 

We this day dined at Sir Joshua R^olds's, 
with General Paoli, Lord Eliot (formerly' Mr. 
Elio^ of Port Eliot), Dr. Beattie, and some o&er 
company. Talking of Lord Chesterfield ^r-Jaks- 
SON. “His manner was. exquisitely d^n^ and 
he had more knowledge than 1 expected.” - BoS- 

• WBUL. *■* Did you find, sir, his conversation to be 
. of a superiour style?” -Johitson. . “ $ir^ in* the 

conversation which I had with him I had tbeb^t- 
Hght to superiority,- for it. was upon philolo^ 
and literatnre.” Lord Eliot, who had travelled 
at the same- time with Mr. Stanhope, Lord Ch^eS' 
terfield*s natural son, justly observed,, that it wu 
stranee that a man who' showed be had so much 
affection -for his son as Lord Chesterfield did, hy 
writing so many long find anxious letters to biuii 
almost all of them when be was Secretary of State, 
'which certaiuly was a proof of great goodness .of. 
disposition, should endeavour to make his son a 
rascal. His Lordship told ns, that Foote had in*- 
tended to bring on me stage a &ther who had 
thus tutored his son, and. to show the son ap 
honest man to every one else^ but practising his 
fiither’s maxims upon him, and cheating. [him. 
Johnson. '* I am much pleased with this design.; 
but 1 tliink there was no occasion to make, the 
son honest at all. No ; be should be .a consuui' 
mate rogue: the contrast between honesty and 
knavery would be the stronger. It shotud be 
contrived so that the hither should be the 
sufferer by the son’s villany, and thus there would 
be poetical justice,.” ■ . 
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and that he.- dreaded passiog the winter in Eng- , 
land.”- - 1 said nothing, but enjoyed a secret s&* 
tis&ction in tlnnking that 1 had takeii the most 
-effectual -measures to make such a scheme prac- 
ticable. - ’ • 

On Monday, June 28, 1 had -the honour to re-' 
•ceive from the Lord Chancellor the following 
letter; 

^ p 

** TO JAUES BOSWELL, ESQ. . . 

"sir, 

■" I SHOULD have answered your letter immedi- 
ately;' if (being much engaged when 1 received 
^ it) 1 bad not put it in my- pocket, and forgot to 
' open it till this morning. 

"lam much obliged to you for the suggestion; 
and I-will adopt and press it as far as I can. The 
'bdst argnmeni I am sure, and 1 hope it is not 
likely to fail, is Dr. Johnson|s merit. — ^But it will 
be necessary, if 1 should be so unfortunate as to 
miss seeing yon, to converse with Sir Joshua, on 
the sum it will be proper to ask, — ^in short, upon 
the means of setting him out. It would be a re- 
flection on us all if such a man should perish for 
want. of the means to take care of his health. 

"Yours, See, 

- . "Thublow.” 

This letter gave me a very high satisfaction.; I 
next day went and showed it to Sir Joshua Rot- 
nolds, who was exceedingly pleased with it Me 
thought that I should now communicate the n^o- 
tiation to Dr. Johnson, who might afterwards com- 
plain if the attention with which he had been ho- 
noured. should be too long concealed from him. 

. I intended to set out for Scotland next morning ( 
b'nt Sir Joshua cordially' insisted that I -shonld 
' stay another day, that'Johnson and 1 might dine 
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kingdom, the nation would indeed get some mo> 
ne;ir> but would lose . the pictures and curiosities, 
whiclr it would be desirable we should h'av^ for 
improvement in taste and natnral history. The 
only question was, as the nation was much in want 
of money, whether it would not be. better to take 
a laige price from a fbrei^ State?'* 

, 'He entered npon a curious discussion of the 
difference between intuition and sagacity; -one 
being immediate in its effect, the other Requiring 
a dreuitous process; one he observed was. the 
eye of the mind, the other the nose of tlie mind. 

A young gentleman present took up the aign- 
ment a^inst him, and maintained .that no man 
■ ever thinks of the nose of the mind, not adverting 
'that though that figurative sense seems strange to 
us, as very unusual, it is truly not more forced ■ 
than Hamlelfs **ln my mind^seye, Horatio.” He' 
persisted'.much too long, and appeared to John- 
son as putting himself forward as his ant^nist 
with too much presumption: npon which he 
called to him in a loud ton^ “ What is it you are 
contending for, if yon he contending ?” — ^And af- 
terwards imagining that the gentleman retorted 
upon him with a kind of smart drollery, he said, 
Mr. •••••, it does not become you to talk so to 
ine. .Besides, ridicule is not your talent; you 
have there neither intuition nor sagacity.” — The 
gentleman protested that be bad intended no im- 

S roper freedom, but had the greatest respect for 
>r. Johnson. After a short pauses during which 
we were somewhat uneasy. — Johnson. *'*Gire 
me your hand, sir. You w ere too tedious, and I 
was too short” Mr. **•**. ** Sir, I am honoured 
by your attention in any way.” Johnson. ** Come, 
sir, le^s have no more of it. We ofiended 'one 
another by our contention ; let us not ofiend the 
con^ny by our complimeuts.” 

He now said, ** He wished much to go to .Italy, 
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back- to I am vexed that a-single word should 

have been foigotten. ' ' 

Both Sir Joshua and 1 were so sangninein onr 
expectations that we expatiated with confidence 
on .the liberal provision wnich we were sure would 
be made for him, conjecturing whether innnifi- 
cence would be displayed in one laige donation, 
or in an -ample increase of his prasion. He him- 
self catched so much of onr enthusiasm as to 
allow himself to suppose it not impossible that 
our hopes might in one way or other be realized. 
He' said that he would rather have his pension 
doubled than a grant of a thonsand pounds; “ For 
(said he) though probably 1 may not lire to re- 
ceive as much as a thousand pounds, a man would 
have the consciousness that he should pass the 
remainder of his life in splendour, how long 
soever it might be.” Considering what a mode- 
rate proportion an income of six nnndred pounds 
a year bears to innumerable fortunes in this coun- 
try, it is worthy of remark, that a man so truly 
great should think it splendour. 

. As an instance of extraordinary liberality of 
friendship, he told us, that Dr. Brocklesby had 
upon this occasion o&red him a hundred a year 
for his life. A grateful tear started into his eye, 
as be rooke-tbis in a folteriug tone. 

Sir Joshua and 1 endeavoured to flatter his 
imagination with agreeable prospects of happi- 
ness in Italy. " Nay (said he), I must not ex- 
pect much -of that: when a man goes to Italy 
merely to, feel how he breathes the air, he can 
enjoy very little.^ 

Our conversation turned upon living in the 
country, which Johnson, whose melancholy mind 
F^nired the- dissipation of quick successive va*- 
nety, had habituated himsrif to consider- as a 
kind of mental imprisonment. “ Yet, sir (said I)» 
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iw’itli him, that we three might talk of his Italian 
Toar, and, as Sir Joshua eaqpressed himsdf, “hare 
it all out” - 1 hastened to Johnson, and xms told 
by him that he was rather better to-day. Bos- 
well. ** I am very anxious about you, sir, and 
particularly. that you should go to Italy for the 
winter, which I believe is your own wish.” Johk- 
so^. ** It is, sir.” Boswell. ” You have no ob- 
jection, 1 presume, but the money it would' re- 

? uire:” Johnson. “AVhy, no, sir.*— Upon which 
gave- him a particular account of what had been 
done, and read to him the Lord Chancelloi^s let- 
ter. — He listened with much attention;* then 
warmly said, ** This is taking prodigious pnins . 
about a man .** — ** O, sir (said L ^th most sincere 
aflcctio^, your friends would do every thing for 
yon.** He paused, — grew' more and more agi- 
tated — ^till tears started into his eyes, and he ex- 
claimed with fervent emotion, ** God bless yon 
all.” I was so affected that I also shed tears.— 
After a short silence, be renewed and extended 
his grateful benediction, ** God bless yon all, for 
Jesus Chhist*s sake.'* 'We both remained for 
some time unable to speak. — He rosesuddenly and 
fitted the room, quite melted in tenderness. 
He stayed but a short time, till be bad recovered 
his firmness; soon after be returned I left hiuii 
having first engaral him to dine at Sir Joshua 
Reynolds’s next day. — ^1 never was again under 
that roof which I bad so long reverenced. 

On Wednesday, June 30, the friendly confiden- 
tial dinner with Sir Joshua Reynolds took plac^ 
no other company being present Had I known 
that this was the last time that I should enjoy in 
this world Uie conversation of a friend \i*hom 1 so 
much respected, and from whom 1 derived so 
much instruction and 'entertainment, I should 
have been deeply affect cd. When I now look 
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true; imtnply. Ihnt ^hi8 wn< ««?lnrtlly In 

iiinrry Stpior I*io/ 7 .i. an Italian innsir'k inti«iii*r. 
lie* rndravnnn'fl to nn‘\i’»t ii; Inil in vain. If 
she VTAiilil piihitsh tin* whole of the <'OiTei'|inii- 
(lencc that passed lielwtrcn 1)r. Jedinsuti and iier 
on ihe std>ji*cl, wo shmild have ii full view of his 
real srntiintaits. As it. i.s onr jiidpiiuMtl iiinst hi* 
Innxrd hy that characterislick specimen which 
8ir John 'Hawkins has ^iwi us: "PoorThndo, 
1 lhoug:}ii that either her virtue or her vice would 
Imre restrained her from such ii tn:trriap:c. She 
is now hreome a snlycct for her enemies to CMilt 
over; and for her friends, if sin: has any left, to 
fontet or pity V 

It must lie admitted that Johnson derived n 
conviderahln purtioii of tmppimt.>-s fnim tin; rnnt> 
forts and elr^tiices w*hich he enjoyed in Mr, 
Tliralos fainilv; hut Mrs. Tliwlo nfttiir<;s ns he 
w*as indebted for these to her Inisimiid alone, w*hn 
certainly respected litm sincerely. Her w’ords 
are, “ Vi^cratinn for /tis rirtm\ rciwewre for /li* 
talmts, delight /» Ais rmrersatian, and hahitnni 
endurance of a yoke my hushaiid first put upon 
me, <md of ir/tir/i fic routentrdly Itorr tds share for 
sixiten or rermtem yrars. made me ffo on so long 
teith yir, Johnson; hat the perprAmt ronfinanrnt 
I mil oim to have been terrifying; in the first pears 
of our friendship^ and irksome in the last; nor 
could J pretend to support it without help^ when 
my coadjutor teas no more\’* Alas! how* diflbrciit 
is this from the declarations w'liicli I have Iiennl 
Mrs. Thralc make in his hTetiiiic, withoui a sin- 
gle murmur against any peculiarities or ngiiiiist 
any one circumstance whicli attemied their inti- 
macy. 

As a sincere friend of the great man w’liose 

’ Dr. Jolinson*5 Lcllr r to Sir Jolin UoirLins, “ Life,” p. 6?0. 

* ** Anecdotes/' p. S&3. 
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there are many people who are content to live in 
the conntry.’* Johnson. " Sir, it is in the intch 
Icctnal world as in the physical world: we are 
told by natural philosophers that a body is at 
rest in the place tliat is fit for it : they who are 
content to live .in the country are for tlie 
country.” 

Talking of various enjoyments, 1 aigned tliat a 
refinement of taste was a disadvantage, tis they 
who have attained to it must be seldomer pleased 
than those who have no nice discrimination, and 
are therefore satisfied with evei 7 thing that conies 
in their way. Johnson. “Nay, sir; that is a 
paltry .notion. Endeavour to be as perfect ns 
yon can in every respect.” - 

I aObompanied him in Sir Joshua Eeynolds's 
coach to the entry of Bolt Court. He asked me 
whether •! would not go with him to his honsc; 

I declined it^ from an apprehension that my spi* 
rits would sink. We bade adieu to each other 
affectionately in the carriage. When he had got 
down upon the foot pavement, he called out, 
“Fare yon well;” and, without looking back, 
sprung away with a kind of pathetick briskness 
if 1 may use that expression, which seemed^ to 
indicate a stnijgglc to conceal uneasiiicss, and im- 
pressed me with a foreboding of onr long, long 
separation. 

X remained one day more in town, to have the 
chance of talking oiW my negotiation with the 
Lord -Ciiancellor; but the .multiplicity of his 
Lordship’s important engageracnt.<{ did not allow 
of it ; so I left the management of the business in 
the hands of Sir Joshua Reynolds. 

Soon after this time Dr. Johnson had the mor- 
tification of being informed by Mrs. Thralc, that 
“ what she supposed he never believed*” was 

* " l^tlrn (o Mr5. Tlimlr." Vol. 11. page S7&. 
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dciir mddain;* w&s liis reply. - She sUll 2atd it cn. 
mddanii let 08 Hare no.tnbfh of ^is;* he 
Not pa^ng' any attention to these 
■wamings', she continued still her eulogy. At 
lengthj provoked by tins indelicate and vain ob- 
trusion of compliment; he exdaimed,' ' Dear^t 
lady, consider \ntii yourself what your flattery is 
worth before yon- bestow it so- freely.’ 

** tiow different does tiiis story appear, wh'eu 
accompdnied with -all -these circumstances which 
really belong -to it, but which Mrs. Thrale either 
did taot know or has suppressed. 

** She-saySt in another place^ * Om gentleMan, 
lioweoer, ioho dined at ft nbhjemmi^s Jiovae in his 
company and that of Mr. THral^ to whom^I tcas 
obl^fd for the aneedote», was wilUng to aiier the 
lists in deftenee 'of ISLing William’s aiaractisr ; atid 
lujcoing t^pposed and contradicted Johnson two dr 
tkne thncSf p^lant^ enongh^ the master qf the 
hmm hqgan to fed and eapevt disagr^idble 

(wnsemmees;' to avoid which he saidt loud enimgh 
for the Doctor to hear, — Ovrfrimd here /tos no 
Weaning now m oZT this, esccepl-jusi to re^te at 
dab to-mdrrbw how he ’teased Johnson at dinner 
'to-dapi this. is- all to do hmsey^ honour. — No, 
t^pcn my word (relied the other), I see no honour 
an whatever you map do. — WM, dr (retamai 
Mr. Johnson, sternlp), if you do not see the hovsodT, 
I am stare I feel the idsgrace' 

’'This is all sophisticated. Mr. Thrale was 
not "in the company, though he might hare related 
•the story to Mrs. Thrale. A friend, fit)m whorii 
I had Ihe story, was present; and it was not at 
the honse of a nobleman. On the observation 
being madeby the master of the house on a gen- 
' tieman’scontnubcting Johnson, that he bad talked 
for the honour, &c. toe gentleman muttered in a 

^ “ ABecJbtM^" p. a^ 

R2 
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Life 1 am writiDg, 1 think it necesBary- to guard 
my readers against the mistaken notion of Dr. 
Johnson’s character, which this lady’s “Anec>- 
dotes” of him su^^t; for, from the very nature 
and form of her.boo^ "it IhnBs deception lighter 
inn^ to- fly* • 

"Let it be reinembered. (says an eminrat cri- 
tick)*, that she has comprised in a smalt rolnine 
all that she could rjecotlect- of Dr:- Johnson in 
feueRty years, daring which period, dbubtl^s, some 
severe things were said by him ; and they who ' 
read the book in /too Imurs hatnrally enonj^h sup- 
pose that his whole conversation i^ bf this'com- 
pleziqn. But the frict is, 1 have been often in bis 
company, and nevi^ once heard him say a severe 
thing to any one, and many others caii attest the 
same. When he * did say a severe thing, it was 
graerally extorted by ^norance pretending to 
knowledge or by extreme vanity 6r affectation. 

"Two instances of inaccuracy (adds he) are pc' 
culiarly worthy of notice: 

"It is' said , * That natwral rougJaum qf his 
inanner so often meniiohed voovdd, notmfhsfandit^ 
the re^larify of Ids notions, burst through them 
all from 'time to tone; and he once badeavery 
brated Iddy, mtro yrai^ him tcith too much 
perhaps, 'or perhaps^ too strong an anphasis (ihhieh 
ahoags qffaided him), cormaer whdt ffer flattay 
was worth bqfore she chok^ hith with it* 

“ Now let the ^nuine anecdote be contrasted 
with this. — ^Tbe person thus represented as being 
harshly treated, though a veiy celebrated lady, 
was then just come to London from an obscure 
situation in the conhlry. At Sir Joshua Bey' 
nolds’s one evening she met Dr. Johnson.^ Slie 
very soon began to pay her court to him in the 
most fulsome strain. * Spare me^ I beseech you, 

* Wlm has been pleased to fnnitsh me with his remuks. 

* “ Anecdotes," p. 1S3. 
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TTodld Johnson move to' obtain a man a vote t‘» a 
sodetifi to repay a compliment which might he uso: 
Jid or pleadng, to write a tetter of request^ ^c. or 
to obtain a hundred pounds ay&tr more for a friend 
who perhaps had already two or three. No force 
could urge him to diligence, no importunity .could 
conquer ids resolution to stand stUl. 

it is ntna zing that one who had' such opportn- 
nilies of knowing Dr. Johnson should appear so 
litde acquainted with his real character. I am. 
sorry this lady does not advert that she herself 
contradicts the assertion of his beina obstinatdy 
defective in the petites morales, in uie little en- 
dkiring charities of sockl life^ in conferring 
smaller fevours; for she says”, **Dr. Johnson 
was liberdl eno^h in granting literary assistance 
ip others, I tldmc; aim innumerable are the Pre- 
faces, Sermons, liectures, and Dedications, which 
he used tb mahe forpmple vaho begged of hint” I 
am certain that a more active fnend has rarely 
been found in any age. This work, which I fondly 
hope- will rescue his memory from obloquy, con- 
tains a thousand instance of his benevolent exer- 
tions in almost eveiy way that can be conceived; 
and. particularly in employing his pen with a ge- 
nerous readiness- for those to whom its aid conld 
be useful. Indeed his obliging activity in doing 
little offices of kindness, both by letters and per- 
sonal. application, was one of the most remark- 
able features in his character; and for the truth 
of this 1 can'TOpral to a number of his respect- 
able friends: Snr Joshua Reynolds, Mr. Langton, 
Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Burke, Mr. Windham, Mr. 
Malone, the* Bishop of Dromore, Sir William 
Scott, Sir Robert Chambers. — ^And can Mrs. 
Thrale foiget the advertismnents which he wrote 

* **AnecdulcB,’'p. 108. 
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low voice, *I see no faonoar id it;* and Dr. John> 
son' said nothing: so all the- rest (though hilen 
trouoie) is mere gandsb.” 

1 have had occasion several times in the course 
of this' work, to point out &e incorrectness of 
Mrs. Thralei as. to particalara which consisted 
wi^.my own knowlcd^. But' indeed she has, 
in dippant ferns .enough, express^ her disappro- 
bation of that anxious desire of authenticity 
which prompts, a person who is.to record conver- 
sations to. write theni .down.ot t/ie-momoit*. . Un- 
questionably, if they lU^.tO 'be recorded at all, 
the sooner it is done the- better. This l^y her- 
self sa^.\ ** To i^Uectt hamoeri and. to repeat 
the. eojfit^s qf Dr. Johnson is tUmost att that.em 
he doM ^ the writers qf his I^e; as his'^Sy td 
least since my ooquainiMce with hm, cofutrted m 
ZtttZe ebe than when he was. not engdeged 

in.some serious piece ef worh.” She boasts- of her 
having kept a commonplace, book; and .we find 
she noted, at one time or o^er, in a very lively 
manner, specimens of the conversation of Dr. 
Johnson and of those who talked with him ; but 
had she done it recently, they probably would 
have been less erroneous; and we should -have 
been relieved from those^ disagreeable doubts of 
their authenticity with which we must now peruse 
them. 

She says of him *, ** He was the most ehtsrUabh 
qf mortmsy without hem^ what we ceUd on. active 
Mend. Admirable at gwing cownsd; no man sme 
Ms wag so idearlg; but he would not stir a finder 
the assistance qf those to whom he was w^sng 
enough to give advice” And again on the same 
page, ** you wanted a^ slight favour, you mast 
to people qf other dUpositionsf for not a step 


* *' Aiiecdolei|,''p.44. 


* Ibid, p. 38. 


* IUd.p. 81. 
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session a letter from Dr. Johnson, dated in 1777'^ 
irhid begins thus : “ GholDiondeley*s story shocks 
me, if it' be trde, which 1 can hardly think,' for I 
•am utterly unconscions of it: T'am very soiry^ 
and -very much ashamed.” . Why then' piiblulh 
the’ anecdote? ‘ Or if she did, why not add the 
circumstances, '.with which she was. well" ac- 
quainted? 

. - In his social intercourse she thus descnbes 
him * : “JBver musinff Wl he was catt^ mt to son- 
vaWt and cimoerdi^ tiS the/atigue of hisjriendsf 
or. M fmn^^ade of Ida own temper tb take of- 
fence, consigned " Am back again to silent medUof 
' lionT Yet, in the' same book*, she t^ls ns, ” E[e 
waa^ hcweoer, seldom inelined to be sUent when any 
VMT^ or literary question was started; and it was 
M such oefMsions that, dike the Sage in * Rasselas,* 
he spoke, and.aiUmHon watched his Im; he rea-, 
soned, and (Mmoicftoa’dZ^dAupertodil^T-His con- 
versation, indeed, was so m>m ever fatiguing 
his 'friends, that they regretted when it was, in- 
terrupted or ceasedj and could exidaim in Mil- 
ton’s language, ' ' 

"WittillimoonvairiDg,! fingot.Bll timo.*' 

• • • 

' 1 certainly, then, dp not claim too much in jie- 
half of my uldstrious fnebd in saying, that how- 
ever smart and entertaining Mrs. Thrade's ** Anec- 
dotes” are, they must not be held- as good 
evidence against' him ; for wherever an instance 
ofharahnras and severity is told, 1 beg leave to 
doubt its perfect authenticity ; for though there 
may have been'fejne foundation fpr 'it^ yet, like 
that of his reproof to the " vpry cdebrali^ lady;” 
it ma^ be' so exhibited in the narration as to be 
very unlike'the fwl feet ‘ ■ 

» “ LoUon to Mn. Thi^o," Vol. IL p. 12. - 

* " Aneodotes,” p. 28.**'“ ■ * Ibid. p. 302. . 
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for husband at the time of his 'election cqn- 
test; the epitaphs on him- jind'her mother; me 
playful and even trifling verses for the amhsem^t 
of her .and her daughtera ; his con^pdnding 
hOT childrra, and entering into their minute con- 
cerns, :«rhich sho^s .him' in the most amiable 
light? * . 

She relate'' that lilr. Ch-7*1m — ^ley unexptet* 
edly rode up to Mr. Thrale's carriage,* in Which- 
Mr. Thrale and shie and 'D'r. 'Jobnabn tni- 
vdling; that' he paid them all his proper com- 
pliments, but ‘observing that-' Dr. Johnson, \rhp 
vras reading! did not see hiin, “ tajpt Aha 
on the shoulder, **TU Mr. Ch-^Im-^Iey;* <qyv 
vm ^hand. '* Well, sir— and what it u Mr. 

■ Gh-^lm — ley? ^s the ot^, stamfy, just 
his eyes a tMm/ent from his bdoki'and returning to 
it again with renewed anidity' ” This surdy con- 
veys a notion of Johnson as if he bad been grossly 
rude to Mr. Cholmbnddey”, a ^ntleman whom 
he always loved and esteemed. If, tli'ei^ore, 
there was an absolute necessity for mentioning 
the story at all, it mig^t have been thought that 
her tenderness for Dr. Johnson's character would 
have disposed her to state any thing that cdnld 
soften it. Why then is there a total silence as to 
what Mr. CholmonddeytoTd bier ?^tbat Johnson; 
who had known hini from his earliest years, haV- 
ipg been made sensible of what had doubtless a 
strange appearance, took occasion, when be after- 
wards met' him, to make a very courteons and 
kind apoloCT. There is another little circiim- 
stance whidi I cannot but remark. , Her book 
was published in 1786; she had then in her 'pos- 

’ ‘'AncedotM,’*p.SS8. 

' 6eoi»i Janes Ch61nandoley, Es^ grandson of Geam,^ llifid 
Eail orCnidmondeliiiy, and ono of the Ckimmisslonon of Jadse; ■ 
gentleman lespeeted for his aUlHles and d^aneo of manners. 
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animadvert on the inaccnracics of Mrs. Fiozzi’s 
** Anecdotes,*- and perhaps I may be thought to 
have dwelt loo long upon her little collection'. 
But as from Johnson’s long residence under 
Mr. ThnUc’s roof, and his intimacy with her, the 
account which she has given of him may have 
made an unfavourable and unjust impression, my 
duty, as a faithful biographer, has obliged mo- re- 
luctantly to perform iTiis unpleasiiig task. 

* Having left the pious negotiatiou, as I called it, 
in the best hands, 1 shall here insert what relates 
to it. Johnson wrote to Sir Joshna Reynolds on 
July 0,' as follows: am going, I hope, in a few 

days, to try the air of Derbyshire, but hope to see 
you before I go. Let me, however, mention to 
you what 1 have much at heart— If the Chan- 
cellor should continue his attention to Mr. Bos- 
well's request, and confer with yon on the means 
of relieving my languid state, I am very desirous 
to avoid the appearance of asking money upon 
false pretences. 1 desire you' to represent to his 
Lordship, what, as soon as it is sugj^sted, he wUl 
perceive to be reasonable,— That, if 1 grow'much 
worse, 1 shall be afraid to leave my physicians, 
to sufier the inconveniences of travel, and pine in 
the solitude of a foreign eountryi; — ■'Diat, if I 
grow much better, of which indeed there is now 
little appearance,.! shall not wish to leave my 
friends and my doinestick comforts; for I do not 
travel for pleasure or enridsity; yet if I should 
recover, curiosity would revive. — In my present 
state, I am desirous to make a strn^le for a little 
longer life, and hope to obtain some help from a 
softer dimate. Do for me what you can." He 
wrote to me, July 26: " 1 wish your aflairs could 
have permitted a longer, and continued exertion 
of your zeal and kindn^s. They that have your 
kindness may want your ardour. In the mean 
time I am very feeble aud very dejected.” 
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raises in me not Iras wonder .than gratitude. 
Bounty so liberally^ bestowed^ I should gladly 
receive^ if my' condition made it necessary; for, 
to sucb a mind, .who would not be proud to own 
his obligations? But it has pleased God to re- 
store me tq so great a m^ure bf health that if I 
should now appronriate so much of a fortune des- 
tined to dp good, 1 could not escape from myself 
the chaige m advancing -a false claim. My jour- 
ney to tile continent, though 1 once thought it ne- 
cessary, was never much enconraged by my phy- 
sicians ; md 1 .yras ver^. desirphs that your Loid-* 
sbip should be told of it by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
as an event very nnpertiun ; tor if 1 grew much 
better, 1 should not be williim, if much worsen 
not able, to migrate. — Your Lordship was first 
solicited without my knowledge; but, when 1 
was told that you .were pleased to honour me with 
. your patronage, 1 did not expect to hear of a re- 
' fusal; ypt,'as 1 have bad no longtime to 'brood 
hop^ and have not rioted iq imaginary opulence^ 
.^is cold reception has been scarce a disapppintp 
. inent; and, from your -'Lordship's kindness, ' J 
‘ have received a benefit which only men like yon 
are'able to bratow. 1 shaU now live mhi carior, 
with a higher opinion of my own merit. 

”1 am, UY iiORD, 

*5 Your Lordship's most obliged. 
Most grateful, and 
Most humble servant 

••September, 1784." " SaU. JohKSON." 

Upon this unexpected failure I abstain from 
presuming to make any remarks, or to offer any 

conjectnira. ^ “ ^ 

pmee Uleiaaiefy athome^a oqiv was nud^ead foimd its wnrinto 
tbe n CTSp^eis and magariaes. u was tnnsodbed with some inao- 
cnmes. 1 print it ft«m tbe original draft in JobaaoirB own 
wntuig. 
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By* a letter from Sir Joshua Reynolds I was 
infiDrmed that the Loi^ pbancellor had called on 
lum, and acquainted him Aat the wpli'cation had 
not been successful; but that his Lordship, after 
speaking highly in pnalse of Johnson, as a mad 
who' was an honour. to his couhby, desired Sir 
Joshua' to let him know flia^ on granting's 
mortgage gf his pension, hg should draw bn his 
Lordship to the ainount of five or six hundred 
pounds;' and that ‘his Lordship' explained the 
meaning of the mortg^ 'to-be that hd unshed the 
business to be conda<fted in such a' manner that 
Dr. .Johnson' should 'appear to be under the least 

g ossible obligation^ ' Sir Joshua mentioned, that 
e had by the' same post communicated all tiiis 
to Dh Jonnsoa.'. • ' - 

How Johnson was aflected upon the occ^on 
will appear ^m what He wrote to Sir Joshua 
Reynolds: 

Ashbonme, Sept. 9, Many 'words I hbpe 
are no't necessary' between you and me, to, con- 
vince yon what gratitude is excited in my hwt 
by the Chancellor's liberality, and your kind 
offices. •■••••• 

*! I' fiave enclosed a letter to the Chancellor, 
which, .when you have r^d ih yon will be pleased 
to seal with a. hrad, or* an'y otiier general seal, 
and convey it to hipi : had I sent it dirpcdy 
him, I should have seemed to overlook the fiivo'nr 
of your intervention.” ' 


**TO THE LORD HIGH CHANCELLOR 
LORD, . 

** After a long and not inattentive observation of 
mankind,'the generosity' of yopr Lordship's ofler 


_ * Sir JoBhnaRegmoldLoniiflaonnt ortho exodlenee both oftbo 80 ^ 
timont and ^piofaiioii ofUiiB letter, took d oom of it, wliiidi ho allowed 
to BoniQ of hia fiieuda; ono of whom, who adinmi| 11,11^1^ allowed to 
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. « TO THE HEVER'eND MR. BAGSUAV, 

AT unOMLEY*. 

■“ SIR, 

*' Perhaps yon mRy remember that in tbe year 
1753 you coiniinttccl to tlic^ ground my dear xvife. 
1 now entreat yonr permission to lay a stone upon 
licr; and have sent the inscripUoii, that, if yon 
find it proper, yon may signify your allowance. 

** You will do me a great faronr by showing 
the place where she lies, that the stone may pro- 
tect her remains. 

** Mr. Ryland will wail on you for the inscrip- 
tion’, and'pi^cure it to be engraved. Yon w*ill 
easily believe that 1 shrink from this monmfnl 
oflice. AVlien it is done, if I have strength re- 
maining, I will visit Bromley once again, and pay 
you part of the respect to which yon have a right 
from, 

“ REVEREND SIR, 

** Yodr most humble servant, 

” Sam. Johnson.” 

•• July 12, 17S1.” 

On the same day he wrote to Mr. Langton : “ 1 
cannot but think that in my languid and anxious 
state, I have some reason to complain that I re- 
ceive from you neither inquiry nor consolation. 
Yon know how much 1 value your friendship, 
and with what confidence 1 expect your kind- 
ness, if I wanted any act of tenderness that yon 
could perform ; at least; if you do not know it, I 
think your ignorance is your own fault. Yet 
how long is -It that I have lived almost in your 
neighbourhood without the least notice. — do 
not, however, consider this neglect as particularly 

' ‘ SeeTol.ii.p.200. 


* Printed in his Worics, 
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. Having, after repeated reasonings, brought Dr; 
Johnson to a^ee to my removing to London,' and 
even to' fnrnish me ivith aignments in' favour of 
-what he had opposed ‘I wrote' to him requesting 
he would write them for me; he was so gopd as 
to comply, and 1 shall extract that part of his 
, letter to me of June 11, as a proof how well he 
could exhibit a cantioos yet encouraging view 
of it: 

“ I remember, and entreat you to remember, 
that virtus, est vitwm fagere; the first approach 
to -riches is security 'from poverty.' !The condi- 
tion upon which yon have. my consept to- settie 
in London is, that your expense never .exceeds 
your annual income.'* Fixing- this basis of secu- 
rity, you cannot be- hurt, and yon may be vety 
much advanced. The loss of your Scottish busi-. . 
fiess, which is all that you can lose, is not to be 
reckoned as. any equivalent to-the hopes and pSpS:. 
sibilities that, open here upon you. If you suc^ 
ceed, the-questipn of prudence is at an end ; every 
body will, think that done right which ends hap 
. pily ; and. though your expectations, of which. I 
would not advise yon to talk too much, shonld 
not be totally answered, you can- hardly .fail. to 
get friends who will do. for you all that.your pi^ 
sent situation. allo-ws you to hope; and if, after a 
few years, you should return to Sbotland, -yon 
will return with a mind supplied by various con- 
versation, and many opportunities of inquiiy, with 
much knowledge, and materials for -reflection and 
instruction.” 

Let us now contemplate Johnson, thirty years 
■aJEter the death of his wife, still retaining for her 
all the tenderness of affection. 
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give you an- account of xrhat bofalls me -lyhen acs 
cident recovers ' me -from- your immediate care. 
— The journey of the first day was performed 
vrith very little sense of fiitigne; tlie second day 
brdnehtme to Lichfield, without much lassitude; 
but I am afraid that I could not have bore such 
violent agitation for many days together. Tell 
Dr. Heberden that in the coadi 1 read * Cicero- 
nianns,* which 1 concluded as 1 entered Lichfidd. 
My afiection and understanding went, along with 
Erasmus, except that once or twice he soniewhat 
nnskilfolly entangles Cicero's civil or moral with 
his rhetorical character. — staid five days at 
Lichfield, biit, being unable to walk', had no 
great pleasure, and yes'terday (18th) I came 
hither, where -1 am to try what air and attention 
can perforin.-r-Of any improv’emhut in my health 
1 cannot yet please mjnelf with the perception. 

• * • • * •.—The asthma has no abatement.—^ 
Opiates stop the fit 'so that 1 can sit and some- ‘ 
times lie easy, but they do not now procnre me 
the power of motion ; and 1 am afrmd that my 
geheral'Strength of body does not increase'. The 
‘weather indeed is not benigd ; but how low is he 
sunk whose strength depends Upon the iveatheV! 
-i-yl am now looking into Floyer, who lived with 
his asthma to almost his ninetieth year. His book 
by want of order is obscure: and his ahthmi^ I 
think, hot of 'the same kind with mine. Sbm^ 
foing howevOT I may perhaps learn.-— My appe- 
tite still continues keen enough ; and what 1 con- 
sider ‘as a symptom of radical hhai'tb, I have a 
voiaciousddight in raw summer fir'uit, of which I 
was less ea^ a few -years agd;~Tb*n .will- be 
pleased to comm'anicate this account to Dr. -He-' 
b'erden, and if any thing is to be ddde, let the 

* [TUsis pnlnbly ui emnr dther of the tpinsoiipt or the nnss. 
lleiiMaataeaiintobefiiemKdiatfladflJ. BL] • ' * 
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shown to me; I hear two of yonr most yalnable 
friends make the same complaint • Bnt why are 
all thus overlook^ ? You are not opprrased 
sickness, yon are not distracted by business; -if 
yon are sick,, you are sick of leisure ^-rAnd al- 
low' yourself to be tqld,t)iat no disease is more to . 
be dreaded or avoided. "Rather to do nothing 
' than to dp ^bd is the lowest state of k degraded ' 

. mind. Bouean says' to his p'npil, 

* Qua Zr« serf m loikrtiM* fi0(iw Aniicl 
abuaxvotOKit.’ ■ 

l^at voluntary debility, which modi^ Itmgna^ 
is cohtrat to term indolence, will^ if it Ib not 
connte^ted by resolution, render in time. the 
strongest faculties lifeiera, and turn' the flame to 
the smoke of virtue. — I do not expect nor desire 
to see yoii, because 1 am much pleased to find 
thkt your mother stays so long witk yon, find I 
should think you neither el^nt nor ^tefnl u 
you did not study her gratification. You will 
pay my respects to both the ladies, and to all 
the young people. — 1 am going norfhwa^ for a 
while, to try what help the country can give me; 
but, if yon will write, the letter will come- after 
me.” .......... • ' 

iH^ext dpy be set out on a jaunt to JStaflbrdsUuw 
and lierbysbi^ flattering himself that hb might 
be jn some degree relieved. , 

Jpuiing his absence from London he kbtl^ °P. ^ 
coirespondence witii several of his Iriends, from, 
which I shall select what appears to me proper 
Ifor publication, without attending nicely to chro- 
nological order. . 

* To Dr. Brocklesby he writes, Ashbourne^- ' 
20. “ 'i^e kind attention which yon have so Ipng 
shown to my health and happiness, makes it as 
much a debt of gratitude as a call of interest, to 
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delay,' because I am not a lover- of-complaints-or 
complaineis, and yet>I have since we parted at* 
tered nothing till, now but- terroor and sorrow.*—* 
Write to me, dear sir." 

’ August 16.' “'Better, I hope, and better. My 
respiration gets more and more ease and liberty. 
I' went to cnnrch yesterday, after a. very- liberal 
dinner, without any inconvenience; it is indeed 
no long walk, but-l never walked it' without dif- 
ficulty, since I came, before. ••**••* the 
intention was only to overpower tlie seeming vis 
. inertiee of the pectoral and pulmonary muscles. — 
1 am - favoured .with a de^e of ease that very 
much delights me,* and do not despair of another 
race upon the stairs of the Academy. — If I were, 
however, of a h amour to see or to show the state 
of my body, on the dark sid^ I might say,, ' 

t * f 

* (bad teexmpt» Jurat ^nhde]fimiiatnmf ' 

The nights are still sleepless, and the water rises,, 
though it does not risd very fast .Let us, how- 
ever, riEgoice in all Ae good that we have. Tlie 
remission of one disease. will enable nature to 
combat, the restr-The squills 1 have .not neg- 
lected; for I have taken more than a hundred 
drops' a day, and one day took two hundred and 
fifty, which, according to the populay equivalent 
of a drop to a grain, is more than half an ounce. — 
1 thank- you, dear, sir, fqr you.r attention in order- 
ing the medicines.; your attention to me has never 
failed. . If the virtne..-of medicines could, bq. en- 
forced by the benevolence of the prescriber, liow 
soon should 1 be. wdl r 

Augurt.19. “..The rdaxation of .the astlima 
still continues, ^et X do not trust it wholly to itr. 
self, 'but soothe it now' and then with an opiate.. 
I .not only pei^rm tbe-perpetual act of reroira- 
tiojn with. less labouT,,bot 1 can walk .with fewer 

VOL. IV. Y 
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have your joint opinion. — ^Now— a&tite curir,'^ 
let me inquire after the Club V* 

July 31. “ Not recollecting that Dr. Heberden 
might be at Windsor, J thought your- letter long 
in.' coming. But^ you laiovr, ' nocUura petuatuTt 
the letter nrhicb I.so much desired tells jne that 
I'havelost one of my best and tenderest friends'*. 
My comfort .is, that- he' appeared to lire'like'a 
man that had always before his eyes the fragility 
of our prraent existence^ and was then^ore^ I 
hope, not unprepared to meet' his Judge. — -Your 
attention, dear 'su:, aUd tiiat of Dr. Heberden, to 
my health, is extremely kind»- J am loa& to think 
that I grow worse; and cannot ^rIy:prove, even 
' to my own partiality, that 1 grow much better.’' 
August 5. '* 1 >1010111 yon thanks, d^ sir, for 
your unwearied attention, botii medicinal; and 
friendly, and hope to prove thq efibct of your care' 
by. living to acknowledge it.”^ 

Au^st 12. ** Pray be so kind as'to have me in 
your Aoughts, and mention my case to otbere as 
yon hare opportunity. I seem to myself neither 
to gain nor lose strength. I have lately tried 
■milk,. but have yet found no advantage and am 
afraid of it merely as a liquid. My appetite -qs 
still ^od, which I know is dear Dr, Heberden'^ 
critenon of the vis vita . — -As we cannot now see 
ea(fo other do not omit to writer for you' cannot 
think with what warmth of expectation I reckon 
the hours of a post-day.” 

August 14. " I have Intherto sent yon only . 
melancholy letters ; you will be glad to hear some 
better account' Yesterday the asthma remitted, 
perceptihly remitted, and 1 moved with more ease 
than I have eiqoyed for many weeks. May Gov 
continue his mercy. — ^This account I would not ' 

* Attha Eiwx Head, Enn Street 

* Ur. Allen, the printer. 
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here .makes a 'letter of ^eat Talae.— I'bavc, here 
little company and' litue amnsement, and thus 
abandoned to the conteinplation of my owii mis^ 
ries.l 9 Xli something gloomy and depressed ; tliis 
too I resist as I can, and find opinm, think, 
nsefol, but I'seldom take more than one grain. — Is 
not this strange Treatb^? . Winter absorbed the 
spring, and now antumn is come before we have 
had summer. But let not oiir kindness for each 
other imitate the incbhstancy of the seasons.” 

Sept- 2. “ Mr. Windham has been- here to sec 
me; ' he' came, I think, forty miles out of his way, 
and staid about a day and a half; perhaps 1 make 
tlie time shorter than it was. Such conversation 
1 shall not have again till I come back to the 
regions of literature; and there Windham is, 
inter etdlas^ Luna minoree.** He then mentions 
the effects of - certain medicines, as taken'; that 
**Jlliatare is recovering its ori^nal powers, and 
the fnnetions returning to thmr proper state. — 
God continue his mercies, and grant me to use 
them rightly.” ... 

' Sq)t 9^ " Do yon know tlie Dnke and.Duchess 
of Devonshire? And have yon ever seen Chats- 
worth ? I was at'Ghatswdrth on Monday I had 
seen it before, but never when its owners were at 
home: I was very kindly received, and honestly 
pressed to stay ; but I told them tiiat a sick man 
18 not a fit inmate, of a great house. But 1 hope 
to go. again sometime.” 

. Sept 11. "1 think nothing grows worse, but 
all rather better, except sleep, and that of late 
has been at -its old pranks. Last evening I felt 
what 1 had not known for a long time, an incH- 
nation to .walk for amusement; ■! took a short 

" • , 

* HbRmnfcaUefhBtsogoodalAfinuhidaras Jcrimsonahonld 
mra been so fnattonSTe to tha matPBL u Iv mtebike tohnvemhtea 
etobf inetead oT'^picr. . 

V 2 
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intervals of re^V and with ^ater freedom' of mo- 
tion.— 1 never -^onght wen of Dr.- James's com- 
pounded medicines ; his ingredients appear to. me 
sometimes inefficacious and trifiing, and sonie- 
times heterogeneous and destructive of ^di 
other. This prescription exhibits a composition 
of about three hundred and thirty grains, in 
which there are four »ains of emetick tartar, 
and six drops [of] thraaick tincture. He that 
writes thus surely writes for -show. The basis 
of his medicine is the gum ammoniacum, 'which 
dear Dr. Lawrence used to giro, bnt of which I 
never' saw any efiect. We will, if yon please, 
let this medicine' alone. The squills have every 
suffrage, and in the squills we will rest for the 
present** 

August 21. ““The kindness which you sho\^, 
by havins roe in your thoughts upon all occa- 
sions, wilT, i hopCi alwa]^ fill my heart with gra- 
titude'. Be .pleased to return my than^ -to Sir 
Geoi^e Baker for the. consideration wbich he has 
bestowed upon me.— Is this the Balloon that has 
been so long expected, this balloon to' which I 
subscribed, but without payment? it is pity that 
philosophers have bedn disappointed, and shame 
that they have been cheated ; but I know not 
well how t6 prevent either. Of this experiment 
1 have read nothing; where was it exhibited? 
and who i^as the man that ran away with so 
much money? — Continue^ dear sir, to write often, 
and more at a time ; for none of your prescrip- 
tions operate to their proper uses more certainly 
than your letters operate as cordials.** 

August 26. " I suffered you to escape last post 
without a letter, bnt yon are not to expect such 
indulgence very often ; for I write not so much 
because I have any thing to say, as because^ 1 
hope for an answer ; and the vacancy of my' lifo 
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ment. In amusement, mere . amusement, I .aiii 
afraid .it .'must end, for I do>iiot. find that -its 
course can be directed so^ as that it 'should senre 
•any purposes of communication: and it can give 
no new intelligence, of ifiie state.of the-air-at dif* 
ferent heights, till they have ascended. above the 
height of mountains, which they seem never 
-likely. to. do. — came hithei'-on the 27tb^ Ho%v 
long I shall stay 1 have not determined. ^ My 
dropsy is gone and iny asthma much remitted, 
but.I have, felt myself, a little declining these two 
days, or at least to-day.; .but such vicissitudes 
must be expected. One day may be worse than 
mother.; but this last month is iar .better than 
the former: if the next should be as much better 
than this, I shall run about the town on my own- 
le^.” 

October 6. The late of the balloon 1 do not 
much lament: to make new balloons isito repeat 
the jest again. We now know a method of mount^ 
ing into -the air, and, 1. think, are not likely .to 
‘ know 'more. The v^ides can serve no use till 
we can OTide them; and they can gratify no curi- 
osity till we mount -with them to grrater heights 
than we can reach withont; till we rise above the 
tops of the.^hest mountains, which we have yet 
not done. We know the state of the air in all its 
rc^ons, to the. top of Tenmifie, and therefore 
learn nothing fium those who navigate a balloon 
below the donds. l^e first experiment, how- 
ever, was bold, and deserved applause and re* 
. ward. ^ But since it has been pmformed, and its 
event is known, I had rather now find a medidne 
lliat can.ease an.astoma.** 

October 25. “You write to me with a -zeal 
that-anima.tefl, and a tenderness that mdts me. I 
am. not afraid either of a journey .to London, or 
a residence in it. I came down with little fatigue, 
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Tralk, and came- back again neitliE^ breathless 
nor fetig^ed. — ^This has b^n-a- gloomy, frigid, 
ungeni^r summer, bnt of late it seems to mend : 
I' hear the heat sometimes mentioned, but I do 
not feel it; ' ' ... 

* • • « ^ 

.* PraftTM nrfmVmw f'm ik cAnwiw wnnif 

Pdn Mb mM.’— — 

I hope, lioweFer,' with good help, to find means' 
of supporting a winter at home, and -to hear and 
tell at the Club what is doing, and- what ought to 
be doiug in the world: I have no company here,' 
and shml naturally come home hungry ibr con-' 
vm'sation. — ^To wish you, dear sir/ more leisure 
would not be' kind; but what leisure you- have 
you must bestow upon me.** 

Sept 1 6. ** I have'now let you aloiie for a long 
time, ‘having indeed little to say. Yon charge me. 
somewhat unjustly with luxury. At Chatsworth, 
you- should remember, that I have eaten butouce;. 
and the Doctor,, with whom I live, follows a milk 
diet T grow no fatter, though my stomach; if it. 
be not disturbed by pfaysick, 'never foils'me. — I 
now grow weary of solitude, and think of remov- 
‘ ing- next 'week -to Lichfield, a place of more 
society, bnt otherwise of less convenience. 'When 
I am settled, I shall write again. — Of the hot 
weather that you: mentioned, we have [not] had 
in Derbyshire very much, and for myself I sel- 
dom feel heat and suppose that my frigidity is 
the effect of my distemper; a supposition which 
naturally leads me, to hope that a- .'hotter climate 
may be useful. But * I 'hope to stand another- 
E^lish- winter.** 

Lichfield, Sept' 29. ** On one-.day I had three- 
letters about the air balloon ; yours was far. the 
best and has enabled me to impart to my friends 
in the country an idea of this species of amuse.-.-' 
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tion. 'Make lier my compliments, and write again 
to, dear sir, yonr anectionate serrant.” ' 

Ang. IS.- “I thank you for yonr 'afiectionate 
iMter." 1 hope we" shall both be the 'bett^ for 
each ofhei^s friendship, and 1 hope we shall not 
Very quickly be parted.— Tell Mr. Nichols that' 
-1 shall be glad of his correspondence, when -his 
business allows him a httle r^ission; though, to 
Irish hiitf less bnrines's, that I may have' more 
pleasure, would be too sd&h.-r-To pay for s^te 
nt .the balloon is not very necessary, because in 
less than a minute they who gaze at a mile’s dis- 
tance will see all that can be seen. About- the 
wings- 1 am of your mind; they cannot at all 
assist it, nor 1 tmnk regulate its motion^ — I am 
uow'grown somewhat easier in my body, but-iny 
mind -is sometimes depressed. — About the Club 
I am in no great pain. The forfeitures go on, 
-and the house, 1 hear, is improved for onr future 
meetings. 1 hope we sh^l meot often and -sit 
long.” ■ 

Sept 4.* '“Your letter was, indeed, long in 
coming, but it was very wdcome. Our acquaint- 
ance has now 'subsist^ long, and onr recollec- 
tion 'of ^cb other involves a great ^ace, and 
many little occurrences which mdt the thoughts 
to tenderness. — Write to. me, therefore, as fre- 
quently as yon. can. — ^1 hear from Dr. Brocklesby 
‘and Mr. Hyland, that the Clnb is not crowded. 
1 hope we shall enliven it when winter brings us 
together.” 

To Dr. Burney. August 2. “The weather, 
you know, has not been balmy; 1 am now re- 
duced to think, and at last content to talk of the 
weather. Pride must have a falP.— 1 have lost 

, * Tlicre wu no inlbrnation Tor irbieb Dr. Jobnaon vas iwft ente- 
ful tbon ibr that wbicb conccmed tho nreatbcr. If was in allnsion fp 
bis inpationcs wifb Ibosa nbo were icdnccd tif keep cunveisallon 



326 - THE LIFE OF • 1784* 

and am now not TreakeF. In the smoky, atinos^ 
phere I vraE delivered £rom th6 dropsy, irhi6h I 
consider as-the ori^^al andT radiical. msease. The 
town is my dement* ^ fhere are my friend^ there 
are my books, to Which I have not yet bid lard 
well, and there are my amnsements. . Sir Jodma 
told me long ago; that my vocation was to pah- 
lick life, and 1 hope etilr to keep my 'station, till 
God shall bid me Go inpeac^” 

• * * * * 

.. To Mr.‘Hoolb. Ashbourne, Ang. 7. “Since 
I was here, I have two little lett^'from yon* and 
have not had- the gratitnde to write. Bdt ev^ 
man its thost free with his best friends, b^'ansehe 
does not suppose that they can suspect him 
intentional incivility.-— One Reason ibr my omis- 
sion is that, bang in a place to which you are 
wholly, a stranger, I have no topicks of corres- 
. pondence. * If you had any knowledge of Ash> 
b'oumei' I could tell yon of two Ashbourne men, 
who, being last week condemned at Derby to be 
hanged for a robbery, went and banged tliemselves 
in their cell. But however it may supply us 
with' talk, ' is'nothing to -you.— ^Your' kindness, 1 
know, would make you glad to hear some good 
of me, but I have not much good to tell ; if I 
grow not worse, it .is all that 1 can say.— I hope 
Mrs. Hoole receives more bdp from her migm- 

* His loTB of London continndly nppem. In n letter Ihnn bin 
to Mra. Smart, trilb of bis Mend tbe poet, wbieb is pidiiisbed in * 
veil written Jilb ofbim, prefixed to an.edHion of his PVems, in ITDlf 
there is the ibilowinff sentenee: *'To one that has 'passed do nniqr 
years in the pieasnrcs and<opnienco of London, thero an ibw plaees 
tliat oan give mneb deligliL* 

Onoc, upon roadiuB that line In tho enrions radtimh onoted m 
'•The Spectator,*' 

"Bora in New England, did in London dio:" 

ho langhed and aaid, " I do not wonder nt tliis. If would bare been 
strange, bom in London, he bad died in New Bnginnd." 
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in upon iny8e1f,.>and - supposed yours employed 
upon your book'.-^That yearbook has been d^ 
layed I am glad, since you have' gained an oppor- . 
tnnity of 'bein^ mo're exact.— Of the 'caution ne- 
•cessary in adjusting narratives there is no end. 
Some tell what'they do not know,- that they may 
DOtse^m ignoraht,'- and others from -mere -indiffer- 
ence -about truth. All timth is nol; indeed, of 
equal iinporfonce ; bnt, if little, violations ^are 
ullowed, every violation* will in time be thought 
little; and a writer sbonld'keep himsdf vigilantly 
on his guard against the first temptations to neg- 
ligence or supinenesSif — I had ceased to write, 
because respecting myself could say little good. 

I cannot boast of advancement, and in case -pf 
convalescence 'it may be said, with few excep- 
tions, nonproffredU eft ^redL I hope I may be 
excepted. — My great dimciilty was with my sweet 
'fanny*, who, by her artifice of inserting her letter 
in yours, had given me a* precept of ^^ity 
which 1. was not at liberty to npglect; and -1 
know not who were in town under whose cover 
1 could send my letter. 1 rqjoice to hear that 
you are so well, and have a delight particularly 
sympathetick.in the recovery of Mrs. Bumey.** 

. To Mr. Lanoton. Aug. 25. "The kindness 
of your last letter, and my omission to answer it, 
begins to give you, even in my-opinion, a right to 
recriminate, and to charge me with forgetfulness 
for the<absent. I -will, ther^re, delay no lon^r 
to give an account of myself, and wish I could re- 
late what would please either myself or my friend. 
— On July 33,1 left London, partly in hope of help 
^ from new air and chanj^ of place, and partly ex- 
cited by the sick. man*B impatience of the present. 

I 

* Hie odebnled Mias Fenny Bnmoy. 
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dear: Ml:.: Allen,; and .‘^rhe^ver.I. turn., the dead 
or the dying meet my-nptice, and forc.e my atten- 
tion upon, misery «nd. morality. Mrs. JBnrqey’s 
escape from 'so. much dsbger, -and her ease. after 
sQ^nch pain, throws, however, some radiance 
’ of hope upon the gloomy, prospect. ..-May 'faer 
recovery he .perfect, and -her continuance long.r- 
J struggle hard for life. 1 take pbysick and. take 
air; my .friend’s chariot ^ al^rays. ready. ..We 
have run this .maDmipg , twenty-four miles, and' 
could run forty-eight more. - Sut, who- cm rv» 

. ’ jSept 4, [Gonperning a private tranpaction, in 
which his opinion' was- a$&ed» and after giving it, 
he makes, the following r^pctions, \^ich-are ap- 
plicable on other qcc^dns].-. ." Notiiing deserves- 
more .compassion than- wrong - conduct with , good ■ 
meaning; wan loss orobloquy suffered bj^one^ who, . 
ias he is conscious only of .good intentions, won- 
ders why .he loses that kindness which he wishes 
to preserve j and not l^nowing his own fkul^.if^ as 
may sometim.es happen, nobody -will tell him, 
goes on to offend by bis endeavours to please.— -I 
am delighted by finding that our opinions are the 
Bame.~Yon will do me a real kindness by con- ■ 
tinning to write., A post-day has. now been long 
a day of recreation.” 

. Nov. 1. “ Our correspondence paused for want 
of topicks. I had said what I to si^ on tee 
matter proposed to my consideration ; and notliiog 
remained but to tell you, that.l waked or slept; 
that I was more or less sick. I drew my thoughts 


■Uto obwmtions on Uio voalber, that be applied Ibo (dd prororb 
to himaolC If any one offals intimate aoqadataneo told him it was 
liot or cold, wet or diy, windy or oalm, ho woold atcqi them by say- 
ing'. “Pohl poh! yon ate twing os that oTwbiob nonobnt men la a 
nlno or a dnngcon can bo ignoTant Lot ns bear irilb pationoe, or . 
oiyoy in qniot, olomonlaiy diaiigcs, wbethcr fto the better or the 
wunc, as they are nover scerats.^ B. 
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little time might be ^ared from AristophaneSi for 
the res/amUiares'. FOigive me, for I mean irdl. 
1 hope, dear sir, that yon and Lady Rothes, and 
all the young people, too many to enumerate, 
are vreU and imppy. Gop bless you all.” 

To Mr. Windham. August. “The tender- 
ness; with which you have been 'pleased to treat 
ine,, through my long illness, neither health nor 
jsickness can, l.hope, make me foiget; and you 
are not to suppose, that after we parted you were 
ho longer m my mind. ‘But what can a sick 
man say, but that he is sick ? His thoughts are 
necessarily concentre in himself: he neither 
' receives nor c.an ^ve delict; his inquiries are 
after alleviations of pain, and his eftbrts are to 
catch some momentary coinfort. — Though l.ani 
now in the ne^hbonrhood of the Peak, you must 
expect no account of its wonders, of its hills, its 
waters, its caverns, or its mines ; but I will tell 
you, dem sir, what 1 hope you will not hear with 
less satisiaction, that, ibr about a -week pas^ my 
asthma has been less afflictive.” 

Lichfield, October 2* ** 1 believe yon had been 
long enough acquainted wiffl the p/uewmeua of 
sickness, not to be sniprised that a sick man 
wishes, to be where he is not, and where it ap- 
pears to every 'body but himself that he might 
easily be, without having the resolution to re- 
toove. 1 thought Ashbourne a solitary place, but 
did not come hither till last Monday. — have 
here more company,' but my health has for this 
last week not advanced’; and in the languor of 
disease how little can be done 1 Whither or when 
I shall make my next remove, 1 cannot tdl; but 
1 entreat yon; dear sir, to let me know from time 
to time where yon may be found, for your resi- 
dence is a- very powerful attractive to, sir, your 

most humble servant." 

* 
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I got to -Lichfield io a stage vehicle vrilh very 
-little fiitigiie, in two days, and had ^e consola- 
tion* to find, that since my last visit my three 
old -acquaintance are all dead<— July 20, 1 went 
to Ashbohm^ where I have been till now; the 
house in which we live, is repairing. 1 live in 
too much solitude^ and am often deeply dejected : 
1 wish we were nearer, and rqjoice in yonr re- 
moval-to London. A friend, at once cheerful and 
serious, is a great acquisition. Let ns not n^ 
lect one another for the little time which Provi- 
dence allows ns to hope.~Of my health 1 cannot 
tell -you; what my. wishes persuaded me to ex- 
pect that it is much improved by the season or. 
by remedies. I am sleepless ; my l^s grow 
■weary with a veiy few steps, and the- water breaks 
its boundaries in . some d^ree. The asthma, 
.however, has remitted ; my meath is still much 
obstructed, but is more free than it was. Nights 
of watchfulness produce torpid days ; I read very 
little, though -1 am alone; mr 1 am temp^ ^ 
supply in' the day what I lost in bed. ^is is 
my history ; like all other histories, a narrative of 
misery. Yet am I so much better than in the 
beginning of the year that I ought to be ashamed 
of complaining. ' 1 now sit and write with veiy 
little sensibility of pain or weakness; but when. 
I rise, I shall find my legs betr^ng me. Of the 
money which you mentioned I have no imme- 
diate need ; keep i^ however, for me, unlesd some 
exigence requires it. Your papers I will show 
you certainly, when you wonfd see them ; but I 
am a little angry at you for not keeping minutes 
of your own acceptum el &Bpenmm, and think a 

^ [l*rabably some irord has been hero omitted beroro 
petfaeps «iHf, or miwmife ; or tlio word eansdblim lias been piintra bj 
mistnkr, instead of merfMiMfim.*— bnt tho original letter not being 
now [1708] in Mr. Langton's bands, tho enonr Of It bo one) eannoi 
be coireeted. >L] 
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sick stopped the inohdation: -I- then returned^ to'. 
liOiidoD,- and in July took^ a' resolution- to, visit 
Stafibrdshito and Derbyshire, where I am- yetf 
strolling with my" disease. The dropsy made' 
another attack, and was not easily ejected, but at 
last' gave way. The asthma- suddenly remitted 
in bed, on the I'Sth of August, and, tliough now 
very oppressive, is, 1 thlnK, still something- gen- 
tler than it was bc^re tiie-remission. My limbs 
are miserably; debilitated, and my nights are 
sleepl^ and tedion8.~Wben you -read this, dear 
sir, you are not sorry that I wrote no sooner. I 
will not prolong m^ complaints. 1 hope still to 
see you in a- htmjplBr hour, to' talk over what vre 
have often talked, and perhaps to ‘ find new 
topicks of merriment, or new incitements to 
curiosity. 

■ 1 am, DEAR SIR, &DC. ' 

' " Sam. Johnson." 

<< Lifhflold, Oof. so, ITSA" 

** TO J.OKN PARADISE, EBQ'. 

"DbAR-SIR, 

" Though in all my summer^s excursion I have 

g iven you no account of myself, I hope you think 
etter of me than to imagine it possible for me 
to fbiiget yon, whose kindness to me has been 
too great and too constant not to have made its 
impression on a' harder breast than mine. — Si- 
lence 'is not very culpable when nothing pleasing 
is 'suppressed. It would have alleviated none of 

Son of fbe late Peter Paiadise, Eeq. hie Brifanniek M^Jestyla 
Conanl at Salonioa, in Macedonia, by bis lady, a native of that conn, 
tiy. He studied at OxRwd, and baa been bononied by that Univoib . 
nty with tho demo of LL.D. Ho is ffistingnished not only by his 
learning and talnntSf'bnt by an amiable disporiSon, genfleaoss<or 
manneis, and a veiy geneial aoqnaintanoe vnth wdi infimned and 
accomplished persons of almost; all nations. 

[Mr. Paradise died December 1705. IfL] 
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, ’ “TO UR. PERKINS. 

“DEAR SIR, 

“ I CANNOT but flatter inyself that your kindness 
for me \riU make you glad to kno^r where I am, 
and.in what state. 

“1 have, been' struggling very hard with my 
.diseases. My breath has been very much ob- 
structed, and the water hu attempted to encroach 
upon me again. I past the first part of tlie sniii- 
mer at Oxfisrd, afterwards I “went to Lichfield, 
thence to Ashbourne, in Derbyshire, and a week 
1 returned to JLncbfield. 

“ My breath is how modi easier, and the water, 
is in a g^eat measure run awRy, so that I hope to 
see you again before winter. 

“Please' make my comdiments to Mrs. Per- 
kins, aud to Mr.' and Mrs. Barclay. 

“ I am, DEAR SIR, 

“ Your most humble servant, 

“ Sau. Johnson.** 

'<• Liohfidd, Oel. 4, 1784.” 

' **T0 the right HON. WIIAI AU GERARD HAMILTON. 
“DEAR SIR, 

“ Considering what reason you gave me in the 
spring to conclude that you took part in whatever 
good or evil might befall me, 1 on^ht not to have 
omitted so long the account which I am now 
about to give you. — My diseases are an asthma 
and a dropsy, and, what is less curable, seventy- 
five. Of the dropsy, in the banning of the sum- 
mer or in the spring, 1 recovered to a d^ree 
which struck with wonder both me and my phy 
sicians: the asthma now is likewise^ for a time, 
very much relieved. I went to Oxford, where 
the asthma was very tyrannical, and tlie dropsy 
began again to threaten me; but soisonahJe pfiy- 
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“ TO MR. CRUIK8HANK. . 

V DEAR SIR, 

•**Do not suppose that I forget yon; I hope I 
shall never be accused of foisting my benefac- 
tors. 1 had, till lately, nothing to write but com- 
plaints upon complaints, of miseries upon mise- 
ries; but within this fortnight 1 have received great 
relief. — ^Have your -.Lecturers any vacation? If 
you are released from the necessity of daily study, 
you may find time for a letter to me.— {In this 
letter he states the particulars of his case.}— rln 
return for this account of my healtli let me have 
a good account of yours, and of your prosperity 
in all your undertakings. 

" I am, DEAR SIB, yours, &c. 

“ Sabi. Johnson.” 

** Asbbonme, Sept. 4, 1784.” 

To Mr. Thomas Davies. August 14. The 
tenderness' with' which, yon always treat me 
makes me culpable in my own eyes for- having 
omitted.to write in so long a separation ; 1 had, in- 
deed, uotiiing to say that yon conld wish to hear. 
All has been hitherto misery accumulated upon 
misery, disease corroborating disease, till yester- 
day my asthma was perceptibly and unexpectedly 
mitigated. 1 am much comforted with this short 
rdief, and am filing to flatter myself that it may 
continue and improve. 1 have at present such a 
d^ree of ease as not only may admit the com- 
forts, but the duties of life. Make my compli- 
ments toMrs.Davies.r— Poor dear Allen! he was 
a good man.” 

* ■ • 
To Sir Joshua Reynolds. Ashhourne, July 
21. “ The -tenderness with which I am treated 
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your complaints- to have read my ricissitudes of 
evil, 1 have struggled hard with very formidable 
and obstinate maladies ; and though I cannpt talk 
of health, think all praise due to my Creator aod 
Preserver, for the continuance of my life. .The 
dropsy has made two attacks, and has giveaway 
to medicine;. the asthma is very oppressive, but 
that has .likewise once remitted. I am very weak 
and -very sleepless ;• but it is. time to conclude the 
tale of misery. — hope, dear sir, that you grow- 
better, for you. have likewise, your sbpre of humau 
evil, and that your lady, and the young charmers 
are well. - . I am, dear sir, &c. . 

“ Sam. Johnson.” - 

•*Idohfldd,OoL87,1784.” . . . 

“ to mrVgboHoe NICOI.*. ' 

" DEAR SIR, 

“ Since we parted 1 have been much oppressed 
by my asthma, but it has lately been less labbn- 
ons. When I sit I am almost at ease^ and I can 
walk, though yet very little with less ditBculfy 
for this week past than before. I hope 1 shall 
arain enjoy my friend^ and that yon and 1 
shall have a little more literary' conversation. — 
Where 1 now am, every thing is very liberally' 
provided for me but conversation. My friend is 
sick himself, and the reciprocation of complaints 
and groans afford not much of either pleasure or 
instruction. What we have not at home this town 
does not supply, and 1 shall be clad of a little im* 
ported intelligence, and hope that you will be^ 
stow, now and then, a little time on the relief and 
entertainment of, szR, 

** Youi^s &c. ^ 

" Ashbonme, Ang. 19, 17S4.'' “ SaM. JoHNSON.” 


* Bookseller to his Majesty. 
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always kiiew;.I wish I had sooner remembered 
it. X)o not think me intrusive or importunate, if. 
I now call,' dear sir, on yon to remember it.” 

Sept S. “I am g^lad that a little favour. from 
the court has intercepted your furious purposes. 
1 could not in any case have approved such pub- 
lick violence of resentment, and should have con- 
sidered any who encouraged it as rather seeking 
sport for themselves than honour for you. Re- 
sentment gratifies him who intended an injury, 
and pains him unjustly who did not intend it.' 
But all this is now snperfiuousd — sdll continue 
by 6od*8. mercy to mend. My breatli is easier, 
my nights are quieter, and my 1^ are less- in 
bulk, and stronger in use. 1 have^ however, yet 
a great deal to overcome before 1 can yet attein 
even.an old man’s health. — ^Write, do write to me 
now and then ; we are now old acquaintance and 
perhaps few people have lived so much end so 
tong together, with less .cause of complaint on 
either -side. The retrospection of this is very 
' pleasant, and I hope we shall never think on each 
other with less kindness.” 

Sept. 9. I could not answer your letter before 
this day, because I went on the sixth to Ghats-' 
worth, and did not come back till the post was 

g one. — ^Many words, I hope, are not neceSsaiy 
etween you and. me, to conv\.ce yon what grati- 
tude is excited in my heart by the Cfaancelloi's 
liberality and your kind offices. 1 did not indeed 
expect that what was asked by the Chancellor 
would have been refused, but since it has, we 
will not tell that any thing has been asked.; — 
have enclosed a letter -to the Chancellor, which, 
when you have read it, you will be pleased to 
seal with a hes[d,.6r other general seal, and con- 
vey it to him : had 1 sent it directly to him', I 
should have seemed to overlook the favour of your 


VOL. IV. 
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vrhat abated, and a^verj) loss is ilie'loss of 
hbp^ “but I straggle on- as T can." '• • 

~ To AIr. John -Nichols.' - Lichfield,' Oct 20.' ' 

“ When yon ^ereber^ yon were pleas^i aslam 

told, to think -lily absencte' an inconvenience. ' 1 

sh’onld-certeinly have been very clad' to '^ve so 

skilfal a lover of antiquities any inforn^ation about 

mypative place, of'whichi however^' I khowsot 

muchj and have ■ reason to'bdiere that not mucli 

is .known. Though I have' not' given you ‘any 

amusement I l^Ve received ainiisem'^t froin yotil 

At Ashbourne, where I had very little co'mpany, 

I had the lack to borrow *Mr. Bowyer's 'Life;* a 

book so fair of contempprafy histoiy^' tb'at'a'lite^ 

rary, man tniidt find some* of hu'bfd' friends; ' I 

thought &al-l‘Mald, now and-th'cm, have.told-yon 

some hints' worth' 'yonr notibe; 'and perliapB we 

may'telk a.life.dverV ' I hope* we shml-b^' inricfi 

together; yoH nidst now be.to me what yod 'weie 

before and' what dear Mr.' Allen ''wah' Besides; 

Hd was taken ‘dnezjpectedly .away^bfit-'t ffilhk'he 

was a very'^'od m'ah.<^r''bave m'a3e'little:pro- 

gi^s'-' in ‘ recqveiy. ' T am ve^‘ we'ak and 'very 

sleepless: bat 1 live dii and hope." 

*.** * " 

. This various mass of correspondence, which I 
have thus broaght -together, is valuable, bolh-as 
addition to’the store which the publipk already 
bas' of 'Johnson's, writings,; and as eKhibiting a 
graaine 'and noble' spedmen of 'rigour j^dvitaf 
dty.'of iniud,! which neither age. nor 
' could impair or diminish. 

It 'may be observed, that bis writin^.in evdy 
way^' -whether for the pnblick or privately to -bis 
friends, by fits and starts'; for w.e. see‘irejl 
quenfly, that many letters are written on .the s^e 
day. ' 'Vi^en he had once ovdcOme his'hversion 

z 2 
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intervention. — last letter told you of my ad^ 
vancein health,' nrhicbj I think, in the whole still 
contindes. -Of the hyd^pick tumour there is 
now very little' appearance; the asthma is much 
less'tronblesoinej and seems to remit something 
day' after, day.- I do not'despair of snppoiting an 
English- -mnter.— At .Ghatsworth' -I' met -young 
Mr. Burke; who.led me: very commodjoudyinto 
conversation with the Duke and DuChess. We 
had a very good morning. The dinner was -pub-' 
lick.’* -: • * ■ - 

' Sept 18. “I ‘flattered myself- that this week' 
-^onld have ^en me a letter from you, but nonO 
has come, ^rite to me now and then, but direct 
;jmnE next to Lichfidd^l- think, and I- hope am 
scire, that 1 still grow betterT X have sometimes 
good nmhts; but am still in my legs' weak,’"but 
to much mended that I* go to* Lichfield, in' hope 
of being able, to pay my visits, on foof;> for there 
are no coaches'. I have three letters tbis day; all ’ 
about the balloon ; I could have been 'content 
-with one. Do not write about A‘e balloon; what^ 

ever else you may think proper io say.’* - 

October 2. ** I am al-vrkys proud of your app^ 
batidn, and therefore was much- pleased that you 
liked my letter. When yon copied' it; you invaded 
the ChancdWs -right rather than mine;— The 
refusal 1 did not expect, but I had never thooght 
much- about it, fi)r I doubted whether the Chan-' 
cellor had so much tenderness for me as -to ask. 
He," being keeper of the King^s conscience, ought 
not to be supposed capable of an improperipefl-- 
tion. — ^All is not gold that glitters, as we 'have 
often been told ; and the adage is verified in yoar 
place and’ my favour; but if what happens do^ 
not make us richer, we must bid it welcome if'it 
makes us wiser. — I do not at present grow better; 
nor much worse ; my hopes, however, are some- ' 



J^AT. 75. dU JOHNSON. ' 341 

liberality to this man while his first wife was dive, 
as has appeared in a former part pf this 'work.*,- was 
humane and charitable enough to continue his 
bounty to him occasionally ; rat sorely there was 
no strong call of duty upon him or upon his l^a* 
tee to do more. The following letter, obligingly 
communicated to me by Mr. Andrew Staefoan, 

will confirm what 1 have stated : , 

• * * 

\ • • • 

"to usi HEBLY, NO. 5, IN PTE STREET,. 
WESTSIINSTER. 

. ■ • • • • 
“SIR, 

“-As necessity obliges yon to call so soon amin- 
upon me, you should at least haive told the smallest 
sum that will supply your present want: you 
cannot suppose that 1 have mndi to spaiu. Two. 
guineas is as much as. yon ought to be behind 
with your creditor. — ^If -yon wait bn Mr, Strahan, 
in New Street; Fetter Lwe; or in his absence on. 
Mr. Andrew Strahan, show this, by which Aey 
are entreated to advance you two ^ineas, and. to 
keep this as a voucher. .1 am, sir, ; 

Your humble servant; 

“AthbonravAnff. IS; 1784.” ' “ SaM. JoHNSON.”' 

. Indeed it is verjr necessary to kem in' mind 
tiiat Sir John Hawkins has unaccountably viewed 
Johnson’s character and conduct,'in almost every 

, particular, with an unhappy prejudice*. 

% 

*ToL'ILp.43. 

^ * I sball rid ono insfubo oi^ to fbow whfab I baTe'fhongbl it 
ineambeiitoninetopaiiitodL TBlkIii|;ofB]r.Giniak*al»idiigii& 
niSed bis rillinness to let Jobnson bsTO Iboloanoraiqrofldsbooirs 
to asristbiininuis edition of Sbskspesre; Sir John says Qmw 444), 
** Mr. Ganiek knew not wbat riaqne ho ran by tUb mbr. Johnson 
bad so strango'a fbigetiblness of obligations of this sort that lew who 
lent him books erar saw them again.” This amtHj oonrqys a moat 
onfiiTonnbie inwmation, and has been so nndentood. Sir John 
mentions the siirie oaso oT a enilons ctStion oF FbBtian, riiioh he 
toils ns appeared to belong to Pembroko Gollq;o, widoh, probably,. 
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to b^n, be ‘was, I suppose desirous io go on, in 
order to relieve his mind from the uneasy refljeot 
tion of delaying what he ought to do. 

While in the' country, notwithstanding the ac- 
cumulation of illn^ which he endured, his mind . 
did not lose- its pow'ers.^ He translated an Ode 
of Horace, which is printed -in his works,'. and 
composed several • praymu. I.sball insert one of 
them, which is so wise and enei^etick, so philoso- ' 
phical and so pious, that I doubt not of its af- 
fording consolation, to .-many, a sincere, .Christian 
when in.. a state of mind to which I.briieve the 
best are sometimes liable 
‘'And here I aiii enabled fully to refute a.veiy 
unjust reflection,' !by Sir .John Hawkins, both 
^jnst Dr. Johnson and his faithful servant Mr. 
Imncis Barber; as if both of them had been- 
guilty of culpable n^lect towards a person of the 
name of Heely, whom Sir John chooses’to call s 
rekrtion of Dr. Johnsonjs. iTbe fact is, toat Mr. 
Heely -was not-his relation ; he -bad' ind^ b^ 
married to'one* of his. cousins, but she had died 
without having children, .and he had married 
anothm* woman; so that even the slight connexion 
which there once bad been byw^tonce was.dis-: 
solved. Dr. Johnson, who had shown very great 

*'Aganut-mqmMtemiifajileMgihiii^U. *' O Lord, njr Ma- 
ker and Fioteator, vlio bast gndoiulj sentme info fhia world to 
mnk ont my aalraUon, enable me to diiro Ann me all aneb nngnM 
and ^enlraone tbonAta ai mRy 'mMead or binder me in the mao* 
Hoe ofuoae dnlies vmidi Thon-bastnqoiKd. 'When I* befa'im the 
woite of tty bands, and conrider the oonne of thy proridenee, 
me'gnee anraja to rmember that flqr tboimbts are not my.thoDKlits^ 
nor tty' ways nqr wtya.' And whileifahallideaae theotoeonfinne 
me in tbia world, wbm mnob ia,.to.be done and little to be fcnowi^ 
teach me.ty.tty Holy Sinrit to mtbdraw mind finom nnproStable 

and danBa^alnqnlnes, Horn jUIBoaltin nunly onifona^ and'donbfa 
impoarible to be adved. Jjet me nMat in the whieb Tbon 
bast imparted, let me aenre Tbee with acfire neal and bnmble eon- . 
fldence, and wait with patient expectation tbr the time in wbiob tbo 
soni wUch Tbon lecdvestdiall be edtisfied with knowledge. Grant 
tbia; O Lord, for Jbsus Christ’s aake. Amen.** . ,.j 
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' * To Mr. Henry Whife, a young deigyman, vnih 
whom he now formed an intimacy, so- as to talk 
to him* with ^reat- freedom,- lie mentioned ihai 
he could- not in -general accuse himself of having 
iieen an undutiful son; ** Once indeed (said he), 
I was disobedient; 1 refused to attend my lather 
td Uttoxeter Market. • • Pride tras the source, of 
that r^usiU, and the remmnbfance of it waspaih- 
fnl. A fow years -a^ 1 desired to atone for- this- 
foulti 1 went to Uftoxeter in very bad weather, 
and stood for a considerable time bareheaded in 
the raih^ on the spot tt'hei^ my fother’s stall used 
to stand, lo contrition 1 stood, ,ahd 1 hope the- 

penance was expiatory.**^ 

** 1 tpld him (says Miss Seward), in one of my 
latest visits* io him, of a wonderful learned- pig,, 
which I had seen at Nottingham; and which dm 
all tiiat we have' observed exhibit^ by dogs and 
hofSes. • The subject amused him.: t Then (said 
he) tiie pi^ are a face uqjustly calumniated. 
has, it sdems, not been- wanting to imm, but taan 
top^j We' do not allow Hme for his education ; 
■^ve kill him' at a year qld»^ Mr.-Heniy White,, 
whd”'^ pf^entj Observed, that if this instsmce 
had happened in or before Pope’s tim^ he would 
not have been justified -in instancing the swine 
as the lo'\VeBi degree of groveling .instinct. Hr. 
JolmSon seized, pleased with Ihe observation, 
while' the pOfson who made it proceeded to re- 
mark, that great -toArture must have been em- 
ployed, ere the indocility of the animal could 
have beeiL sub'duedJ — *■ Certainly (Said the Ho'oi 
tor)v bat (turning to me), how old is your pigTT 
I told him three years old. * Then (said he),- the 
pig has no cause to complain ; he would .have 
been killed the firrt year if he had not been edu- 
cated, and protracted existence is a good fecpin- 
pense for very considerable degrees of tortured’ ^ 
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• We. DOW behold Johnson for the last time in 
his liatire city, for whicb he ever retained a warm 
affection, and which by a radden apostrophe, nn- 
der &e word JttcAi he introduces with revei^ce 
into his imihbitel Work, The Englisii Dictionary: ' 

While here, he felt a 
reviral of all the tenderness of filial affection, an 
instance of which appeared ip -his ordering .the 
grave stone and inscription over Elizabeth Bla- 
ney”-to be substantially and carefully renewed. 

had boon oonaldend by Johnson as bis omi Ibr npirards of liity josis. 
Wonld it not bo fuier to consider this as an biBdratcneo, and drair 
no goneial iDforanoe? Tho tmib b, that Jobnson vas so atlentin 
tha^ in one of bis mannseripts in my possossion, he has marked in 
two colninna, books borrawra and boou iimt. 

In Sir John Hawkins's emulation there an^ however, some 
sages concerning Johnson whieh bavo nnqnestibnable merit. One 
of them Iwhall transcribe, in jnstieo to a writer whom I have had too 
nmdi oocarioh to eensnto, and ebow ny liurness as the biographer 
of my illnatrions fiiend: "There was wanting in Us eondnot and be* 
liavlonr that ffignity wUeb' resnlte from a ngnlar and orie^ coatw 
of aoUbni and n an irresistible p'owcr commands esteem.' 'Be eonld 
not be said to be a 8tUd,man,,nor eo.to have adynstod in Us mind 
tte bidanra of reason and pasaio'n, ns to give oocasion to 
may bo observed of some men, that nil tbqy do is jnst, fib andiight. 
Yet a jadidons friend woU eng^sts, "It might however; have been 
addb^ that sneli men are often merely jest eed tfgidiy correot wUfe 
thdr nearts are 'cold and nafbeling; and that Jobnsows virtnes were 
ofamudhU^ertoiiethantliaBeof the fimV, enfcri^mn, herode- 
seribed." 

* The fiillowiiK oirenmatanoe, mntnslly to the bononr of Johnson 
and thoLOorporiwn of bto imfive dtebas been eommnnicated to me 
by fheRevaendDr.Tyafl^ihimtheTownCierfc: "SlnShtipaanto 
now belbre Um a teem of the respect and veneration wUefi-the 
Cdipoiidion of Lichfield, in the year 17B7, bad Ibr the merits and 
learning of Dr. Johnson. Bis fhtber bmlt the oornec home In tho 
Market Plaoe^ the two ftenls of wbieb, towards Market and Broad 
. Mturket Street stood npon waste land of the Corporation, niUer a 
finW jeers' leaser wUen was-then exUred. On flio Uth of Aiunst 
17m, at a common hall of the bailiflk and oitfaens, it was ordered 
. land that vrilhont any soHdtarionX that'a lease riioald be granted to 
Samnel Jobnson,Daetor of Lews, of the enormohments at Us hons^ 
ibr. the term, of ninety^nine yens, at the cld renf wUofi was five 
sUlling^ Of whioh, as Item Cimk, Mr. Simpson had the honoer 
and.pleasnro of infinrming Um, and that he was derived to aocqit it 
without pitying aW fine on the'oooarion, wUdi lease was afterwards 
granted, and ue Dootor died possessed of this property." 

. s. See Vol. X. p. 18. 
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■ From ^chfidd he came to Birmragham, where- , 
he' passed a few days with his worthy old' school- 
fellow, Mr. Hector, who.thns writes to me: VHe 
was very ‘solicitoas with me to recollect some -of 
par most euly transactions, and transmit them to 
him,- for 1 percmred- nothing gave him greater 
pleasure than calling to mind: those days of onr 
innocence. I complied .with' his reque8t,'and'he 
only recmvCd ttoem.a few days before his deaths 
I have transcribed -for yoor. inspection, exactly ' 
the minutes 1. wrote to him.* .This paper- having 
been found in -his repositories after .his death, 

. Sir John Hawkins has inserted it entire, and 1 
have -.made occasional use of it and other commu- 
nications ftom Mr. Hector”, in the course of this 
'Work. 1 have both visited and corresponded 
with him since Hr. Johnson's death, and- by -my 
inquiries concerning a great variety of particulars 
have obtained additiond infonnation. I followed 
the same mode -with the Reverend Dr. Taylor, 
in whose- presence I -wrote down a good deal of 
what he could tell ; and b^ at my request^ signed 
his name» to give it antbei^city.' It is very rare 
to find any person who- i»: able to give a distinct 
account -of the life even.. of one whom he has 
known intimatdy, witbont questions being put to 
them. My ftiPnd Dr. SJppis has told me that on 
this account-it is a practice with him to draw out 
a biographical catedisro. 

* * 

■ Itlf anostuKadilsoinniinBtaneeattnndiDgfhepnbliealionor 
tlds -Work Unt Mr.Heotoc hns surriTod his lUustilaiu sdioolfldlfnr 
80 moiq joBts; that ho stiU ratdoB bb beoltfa and ajiirits; and baa 
gratified me vitb the fblloiring aeknoirledgmcnt:,"! thank ]^n, 
most tnnoerdj thank too, tot w groat ana long eontinned enters 
tainment jonr IJb orDr. Johnson has afibtded-me^ and otbors of 
vxy partionlar firiends.'’ Sir. Hooter, besides setting me right as to 
. the verses dn a amfg ofM^rtlefsee -voi. 1^68, note), has ihronr^ 
me irith tvoRngush odes, vnitxen by Dr. Johnson at an esib period 
of his iib^ irMoh irili appear in nn edition of hta Poems. ■ 

' [This early and vrorlhy. fiiend of Johnson dbd at Mniiiniiliam. 
Sq>temberi^l784. ILJ • • 
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• As Johnson had now- very faint hopes of reco- 
very, and Mrs. Tlirale was no longer devoted to 
him, it might- have been supposed tliat he would 
naturally have chosen to remain in Uie comforta- 
ble house of his beloved wife’s daughtei', and end 
his life where he began it But there was in him 
an animated aud lofty spirit', and however com- 
plicated diseases might depress ordinary mortals, 
all who saw him beheld and afiknowled^d the 
imicimn.' amm«m Calonia^, Such was his intd- 
lectual ardour even at this time that .be said to 
one friend, “Sir, -I look upon every day' to be 
lost, in which 1 do not make a new acquaintance;” 
and to another, when talking of his illness, ■“ 1 
will be conquered; I will not capitulate.”' And 
sneh was his love.of London, so high a relish had 
he of its magnificent extent and variety of. jntel: 
lectual entertainment, that be languished when 
absent from it, his -mind -having become quite 
luxurious from die long habit -of eqjoying the 
metropolis; and, therefore, although at Lich- 
field, surrounded with friends who loved and re- 
vered him, and for whom he had a very sincere 
afiection, he still found that such conversation as 
London affords could be found no where else. 
These feelings, -joined, probably, to some fiatter- 
ing hopes of aid from tlie, eminent physicians and 
surgeons in< London, who kindly and generously 
attended him without accepting fees, made him 
resolve to return to the capital. 

* tSx. Burko raggcBlad to mo as appUoaUo to Joknson.wbat Ci- 
ooro, in Ills " Cato Mijor,'* ai^a " jafeatom adm tmmmt 

tmuputm araon, Ldatof, nm hamanau smamMat uiuetuti^ repent- 
ing, at fho aanio lime, the ibiunring noble mmla in the aame-paa- 

BDgfiB: **iih(^aiMRgelwAeaef(aeit,<iieipMd|gf«mV(, M^iuriKNM^ 

ti nefumj epimeyMta at, W wipM ud extremum efto na- 

' lAlroeem aninnitn Galonis, are Horaeo'a words, and it mn; bo 
donSited wliellior atrnx is used by any oilier original writer in the aaino . 
aonso. AaHem is porhnps Iho most oommt translation of liin opi- 
tliot.. 
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* • • • * ^ • 

now in a right frame of. mind, and as he.conld 
not possibly .employ his time betteir, he yrould in 
earnest 'set about it ' But I find; upon inquiry, 
that no papers of this sort were left behind him,, 
except a 'few short ejaculatory forms suitable .to 
hi^resent situation/* 

' ' Dr. .Adams had not thki recmved accurate in- 
formation on tiiis 'subject; for it has since* ap- 
peared that Tarious pnyers had' been composed 
by .’him at difiei^t penod^ ifit^mogled 

^iriili pious Tesplntiqus, and sbmel short notes' bf- 
Ins'li^.trere jehtitied by him “Pimyers and iMre^ 
ditations,** and* have, in pn»uance of his eainest 
requisition, in the hopes of doing good, been pnbj- 
lished, wite a judidons wdl written Preface, by 
the Keyerend Mr. Strahan, to whom he delivered 
them. This admirable collection, to which 1 have 
freqnentiy referred in tlm course of this Work, 
evinces, beyond all his compositions for the pub- 
lick, and all the eulogies of his friends and ad- 
mirers, the sincere virtue and piety of Johnson. 
It proves with unquestionable anteentid^ that 
amidst all his constitutional infirmities, his ear: 
hestness to cionform his pr^tice to, the precepts 
of Ghiistiwity was nnceadng, and tiiat he har 
bitnally .endeavoured to refer every transaction of 
his life to the'^l of the Supreme Bdng. 

He 'arrived in London on the 16th of Novem- 
ber, and. next day sent to Dr. Burney the foL 
lowing note, which- 1 insert as the last token iof 
his remembrance of that uigenions and amjalde 
inan, anti as another of the many proofe o^ the . 
tebdemess and b'eni^ity of his heart : 

** Mr. Johnson, who came home last nighty sends 
Ms respecte to dear Dr. Burney, and all the deaf 
Burneys,, little and great.^ 
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.. Johnson then proceeded to Oxford, where he 
was amin kindly received by Dr. Adams’, who 
was pleased to give me the following account in 
bne of his letters (Feb. I7th, 178*5)4 “His last 
-visit was,.l believe, to my house, which he left,- 
after .a stay of four or five days: We had much 
'serious talk together, for which.'! ought to-be the 
better as long, as 1. liv& You will remember 
some discourse which we had in .the summer 
ui)on the -subject of ]irayer,!and the difficulty of 
this sort .of composition.' He reminded me of 
this, and of my having wished him to try bis hand,* 

' and to give us a. specimen of the style and man- 
ner that' he approved. He added thait he was 


* [nis MiSiblo and oxecDont non sdrrlved ‘Dr. Jdlmson about 
Ibnr jroora, liaTlne died in JTbnnaiy, 1780^ at Gloneoitor, vhoro a BSb- 
nnment is onated to Ua momoiy, Vrith tbo followinj; inscripliont— 


Sdcied to tbo Minnoiy of 
-WiLUAK Adams, D.D, . 
Mostor of Pembrake CoUcco, OzAnd, 
PnbondoiT of this Catbedial, and 
Anhdonoon of Landoif. , . 


Ho aUj dofbndod tbo Ttatfa of Clirislfanity : 

Pions, Bonovolanf^ and Cboiltablc, 

Ho ancoossfbliy Inonloatod ilssaarad PmMts. • 
Pnre,andandcTiatinsin’faisoynCc»duoV- - 
Ho iros tender end oonpas^nate to too Pbilines of othen. 
atodoW finr the vafiub and bdi^ess.ofMdnkind, 
Ho VOS od oil ooeodons fimnitd to onoonmgo 
Woifca of pnbliofc Utility and estonriTO Benofiaenoq. , 
In flio Gorannent ofthe Cblld^ wrer'iHddb lie preddod. 
His dgilont Attention was nnilbnnly oxorted 
To nroftfMe tfrtf lidAortant OtgAifB of Incf UsdfnStnii 
■WhiUt fbd itand Dignity dfUs-Dopoiilniant, 

His gonfleness of-DltjKHdUon, and nrbo^W of Miunion^ 
Ins^md Bsteon, Giatltado, and AucoUon, , 


Fall of Davh and matorod in -Virtno^ 
■ He died Jon. ISfh, 1789, aged 8S. 


. A Toiy Jasidbaraetelr of Dr. Adams may also' bo ibnnd in “JFe 
Oontlonian'aMagaddtf'fiirl788,Tol.'LIX.^S14. HisbnVdadgh- 
ier (see p. asi) was moniod in Ja{^ 178^ to B. Hyatt,- of Pains wlelc 
in Gionoestenbite^ Esq. M>] 
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Trhen rattempt self-motion I fitid- iiiy'legs weak, 
and my -br^tn very short; this^day 1 have' been 
much disordered. 1 have no company ; the Doc-' 
tor I- is busy, .in his fields, and goes- to bed atinine^ 
and his whole, system is so different from mine 
that we seem .formed .for different elements : T 
have, thereibre, all my amnsement to seek, within 
mysdf.” . . ■ ‘ : 

' Having written to him' in bad spirits, .a -letter 
filled wiUi dejection and ^tfalness, fliqd 'at the 
same .time expressing anxious apprehensions- con- 
cerning him on- account of a dream .which had 
disturbed me;. his answer was chiefiy in terms of 
reproach, for a supposed charge of affecting dis-. 
(intent, and indnl^ng the vanity of complaint*! 

It, however, proceeded, "Write to me often, and * 
write like a man.' I consider, your fidelity and 
tenderness as a great pari of the comforts which 
are yet left me, and sincerely wish we could be 
nearer to each other.— * ••••••*, My dear 

firiend, life is very di'ort and veiy uncertain; let 
us spend it as well as we can. My worthy .nmgh- 
' hour,- Allen, is dead.. Love .me as well. as you- 
can.. .Fay' my respects, to dear Mrs. Boswell. 
^Nothing ailed me at that timej;'l6t your super- 
stition'at.lsfflt have an end.” 

Feeling very soon .Aat the manner .in which he 
had written .might hurt me, he two days after- 
wards, July 28, wrote to me again, giving me.an- 
account of his snfferinm;. aft^ which, he :thu8 
prc>ceeds:;*.Before.this letter, you will have- had 
• one .which I hope you will not take amiss ; for it 
contains .only tenth, .and 'that truth -kindly in- 
' tended. •-•••• <*• Shartam quam naeius 
a orna;^ make the .most and best of your lo^ and 
. compare yourself not with the few that are sfoove 
yo'n, bnt with .the multitudes which are 'below 


. * TbsRev.Dr.TB^or. 
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**TO MR. HECTOR, IN BIRMINGHAM. .. 

“ DEAR SIR, ■ , • ' 

"I DID not reach Oxford uotil Friday morning; 

^ and then.l sent Francis to see the Imlloon dy, hot 
.coiild not go myself! 1 staid at Oxford till Tn^ 
day, and then came in die common vehicle easily 
to London.- I -am as I -was, and having seen 
Dr.’Brocklesby, am to ply the-squills; bu^ what- 
.ever be' their efficacy, this world must soon pass 
away. Let us think seriously on our duty. — 
send my kindest respects to dear Mrs. Careless: 
let me nave the prayers of both; We have all 
lived long, and most soon park God have in.^y 
on us, for the sake of our Lord Jesus' Christ. ' 
Amen. 

' “Iam,'&c. 

«.i:«ndwi, Not. 17, 1784.'» “ Sam.‘ JOHNSON ” 

• • 

■ His correspondence with me after his letter on 
the subject of my settling in London shall now, 
so far as is proper, be produced in one series.. . 

July 26, he wrote to me from Ashbourne: "On 
the 14th I came to Lichfield, and found' every 
body -glad enongh to see me. On the 2dthi 1 
came hither, and found a house half bnilf^ of veiy 
uncomfortable appearance; but my own room 
has -.not been altered. That a man worn with 
diseases, in his seventy-second- or third year, 
should condemn part of his remaininglifeto pass 
among mins ana rubbish, and that no incon- 
siderable part, appears to me very strange. — I 
know that your kindness makes you impatient to ' 
know the state of my health, in which 1 cannot 
boast of much improvement I came through 
the journey ^tiiont much inconvenience, but 
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.Yet ii'was not a little painfol to me to find that 
in a paragraph of this letter, which I hare omitted, 
be stiU persevered in arraigning ine as 
which was strange in him who had so much expm- 
ence of what Isqffered. I, however, wrote to him 
two as kind letters as I conld; the last of which 
came too late to .be read by him,, for his illness in- 
creased more rapidly upon him ‘than I bad ap- 
prehended; but I had the consolation of being 
informed tW lie spoke of me on bis deathbed 
wiA affection, and I look forward with .humble 
hqpe.of renewing bqr fiiendship in a better world. 

1 now r^eve the readers of this Work' from 
any farther personal notice of its. author; who, if 
he should be* thought to have obtruded himself 
too nmch'npon 'thdr attention, requests them to 
consider, the peculiar plan of bis biographical no'i- 
dertaking.. . * 

Soon after Johnson’s return to the metiDpolist 
both the asthma and the dropsy becqible uidre 
violent and distressful. He bad: for-some -time 
k^t a jonrnel in Latin of the state ‘df his illness, 
and the remedies which be used,' under the title 
' of JE^ which he b^^ on tiie Gth of 

July, but continued it no longer than the 8th -of 
November;' finding, I suppose tiiat it was a 
mournfnl and unavailing re^to. It is in my 
possession; and is written with great care- and 
accnracy. 

Still his love of literature* did not tail. A veij 
few dara belEbre his death be transmitted- to his 
friend, Mr. John Nichob^ a list of! the anthonrs 

* tn4y irondcrral to confer fhe.esfeiit and eomlanov of 
Johnson^ IHenbr aidonr, notwiOut^idhig tbo.mdoncfaoly.tniiah 
doaded and imUttered bis oriitenee. Bcddss the anmertns and 
Tarions voiles vUoh he eseboted, be bad, at'difieient times, finned 
sdKines of a gnat many more, of vbidi Oie fiil,Iovin|f caUIogna vas 
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you. •*•••**, . Go- steadily forwards with' 


fawfol business or honest diversions. - * JSe (as 
Tfanple'^ys ofthe Dutdbmen) «re27 whmyov'on 
not w, andf pleased tvhen^you are not''a^gfy*‘^ 
• *•*•'*, * 'Thia'may' seem but an ill return 
fiir your tenderness ; btit I mean it for I lore 

you with' great ardour' and. sinceri^. fay m'y 
respects to dear Mrs. Bosweill, and teacli Ibe. 
young ones to love me.” 

I unfortunately was so much indisposed daring 

a consid^ble part ofthe year that it was hot or 

at leart I tfaongutit was not, in my power to write 

to my- illnstiious fnehd as fonneriy» or without 

espi^siog snch' complaints' as dffended' hlml 

Having conjured him not to do methe irgnstice 

of cha]i^Dg“nle with'alfectation, I was with much 

regret lorig silent His last letter to me then 

came, and affected me reiy tenderiy: - - 
* • • * ^ 

** TO JAMES BOSWEIXy ESQ. 

« * 

*^'D£AB 8XK, 

**-I HAVE this summer sometimes amended, and 
sometimes relapsed, but upon the xrbole, have 
lost ground very much. My legs are extremely 
weak, and my breath veiy short, and the water is 
now increasing upon me. In this uncnmfortaHe 
state yodr letters used to relieve; what is the ced'* 
son that I have them no longer? Are you sick, 
or are yon sullen ? Whatever be the reason, if it 
be less than hecesrity, drive it away; and of the 
short life that we hare, make the best nse for 
yonrsdf and for yonr ^ends. I 

am sometimes afraid that yonr omission to write 
has some real cause, and shall be glad to know 
that yon are not sick, and that nothing ill has be- 
fallen dear Mrs. Boswell, or any of your family. 

“I am, sir, your, &c. 

*• UebSetd, Xor. fi, ITSA* ** Sam. JoHSSOK.'' 


iETAT. 75. DR. JOHNSON. 353 

shares in that work. It has, according tb-.his di- 

« 

by fljgnras into ^ dogices or.Tdno, irith notes, gidng tho reasons of 
preferanco ordegmdoUon. 

*' A Colleption of Letters fiom En^ish antbonis, KiOi a' prafaeo 
pTine some aeoonnt of the tniters; vith reasons for soleotira, and 
critidsm npon a^les; mharks on eaoh letter, If ndeditaL 
" A Cdlleetion of Prdrerbs fram ▼arionslangnages. ‘‘Jan. 0,-^-S3. 
"A Diotionaiy to the Common I^rajer, in imitation of Galmut. ^ 
Dlotionaiy of the Bible. Marah,-r62. 

"A Colleetion of Stories and Examplei^ like -those of Valerios 
Madmns. Jan. lOy— 

“Ehim ABUan, a vdlnma of select Stories, perhaps from others. 
Jan. S8,'~~5!). 

. " Colleetion of TVarels, Visages, Adrentnies, and Desoripllons of 
Connfries. 

■ "iDiotionuj of Andent BBstoiy and Mythology. 

' ■" IVeafise on the Stndy of Ponte Literatnre, containing the iii« - 
toiy of loandw, direetioas for editions, commenlaricay See. 

.“MndmSfCnuiraoterB, and Sonff ments, after tho manner ofBniycn^ 
oolleeted ont of andent anthonrs, pariienlarly tho Greek with Apo^ 
riiOgms. 

Claaaieal Miaeollanies, Sdeot Trandatioas ihim andent Greek 
and Larin anthonrs. . ‘ . 

. ", JUns orDInstrioni Peisons, as well of tho aoliro os tho loaned, 
ia imitation of Plntarab. 

" Judgment of the leaned npon Englisb anthonis. 

" Foatlcal Dictionaiy of tho Englisb tongne. 

" ConsMarations npon the present State of-London. 

" CoHeatianofEidnams, with notes and obsorraticnis. 

; ", Obsonrarions on the Engliab langnago, relating towwdi^ phrases, 
and modes ofspeedi. • 

: ".Minntim litemrie, miscdlanoons refleotions, critii&ms, omeii- 
datfams, notes.- 
" Histoiy of the Constifnfion. 

. " Comparison of Philosophical and Christian Morality, by sen- 
tenoes edicoted from tho'moraliats and fhtheis. 

- " Plntaich'a Lirea, In English, with notes. 

"PoBTBT and Weiiriis of Ihsoination. 

. " Hymn to I^onnee. 

<• The Palaee of Slotli<— a Tidon. 

" Colnthna, to be translated. 

" Prdndioe,— a poetioal essay. 

" The Pdaeo of Nonaenaey— a ridon.” ' 

Johnson’s oxtraordinaiy fkdlHy of compodtioni-when he shook off 
bis consritntional inddonee, and reaolntoly sat down to write, is ad- 
mirably -desoribed by Sir. Conrtenay, in bis " Poeried Beriow," 
whiohl have several times qnoted: 

* ■ , 

" Widla.throngh UIVb mase bo sent a pierdng^riew, • . 

His ndnd espandve to the olgeot giw. 

VOL. IV. A A 


362. THE 'LIFE OF ‘ .17^. 

of tiieUniFeiBal History, tnenfioriiiig tbeif several 

given by him to Mr. Leogton, end bylbet gentieimm piescnied to 
Ide Migeety: 

. "Divik/tt. 

. "A mnU book of prenopte and dimoliNmfinrpibtf: toebbif tatot 

ihim the diieetidns in Morton's ExercSso. 

^ • * • 

Pbilosopht, Hibtokt, end IdTEnATOBB in genemL ■ 

.•*‘Waitaty of CtidoiBoi, as it Toletes 'to Judging of snfhonn, Horn 
Arisilof lo to the prosent see. . An eeeonnl of tbe ibib end impnne* 
monte of that art; of the mffcrent optolons of enlhonHfi enoientand 
modem. ’ ’• 

' TceaelUdion of the Bfstoiv of Herodtan. 

• " Hew edition of 'SUrflm's Tnnslation of Ihssi^ witii noics, glefr* 
aaiy.'&o. 

"Cbeneer, a new edition of him, lirom mannsedpte and M ed^ 
tionsi'with vinidns nedinga^ ooqjeotnna, lernnks on Ua'isaenegO, 
and mo changes it had hndetgono flrom the eailiest times to an, 
end ftom his to the nsesont; trttb notes ej^enetoiy ofeastoms, m 
and leferenoes lo-Booeeoe, and olber entbimie ftom whom ho hm 
hoirowed, with an aoQonnt of tbellhortfes ho has taken in toUbq; the ' 
stoites) UsniiLandanexaatetjmoIogioalgloBsaiy. , 

" Artstotie'a Bhotoiiok, a translation of It Into EngOA. 

" A eoUeoQon of^Lotteis, tnnsiatod ftomfho modem wifteis,wna 
some aceonnt of the aevoral enthoniiu 
. MOIdliamViPoeinm whh notes, tdatmieel end eiiOoeL. 

*< Bosoommonli Poems; with notes. 

" Utnm of the Piriloaophora, written with a polite air, in sneh a 
manner as m» divert as wcU as instmot. 

** Bistan of the Boatiion Mythology, with an oxplioation of tlio 
Abies, both hUegorieal and hiabirioa\{ with retorancos to the poets.' 

** Btoton the State of Voidee, in a eompendions manner. 

** Ariatoile’O EUiieks, an English translation of them, with nolea. 

**Goa^pidehll}lotwiuny,fromtho7rfnrti. ' 

**Hieroeiw upon Pytiwgoras, tranalafed into English, perhaps 
wHh notes. Tlin Is done by Kama. 

"'A booV'of Lettenhnpon all klnda of sobjeets. 

"Indian, a now edition of bis works, cam nortrearfarwn^ in the 
manner of Sunusn. 

** Tnih'a Tnsealan QncsUons, a translatiim of them. 

** Tnl^e Be Naturil Beornni, a tnoslation of those books. 

^'EaiwslfewBisfaiyoftiieKew World, to be translated. 

*• Maebiavem Histoir ofFloreDCO, to bo translated. 

"Bistov of the Bonval of Leaning in Ennipe, ^ontaiaiag an 
aeeonnt olwbatever eontributed to the teatatation of Hteratmet aem _ 
aa eontromrtes, printing, the destroction of the Qteek empfra, the 
eneonragemeot of great men, with the Uvea of the most eminent fm- 
trons, and most enunent en^ profossors of all kinda of Icaming « . 
diflbrent eonottiea. 

«* A Body orChronnic{By,lnverse, vrith Mstorical notes. . 

. " A Thbta of the Speetatoin,Tatleni, and Gnardians, disdaganbea 
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and is printed in the Gaitlenian^s Diilfigazine for 

Decinmbw, 1784^ 

# « '■ 

•Thera nM^'indeed. in this Bodioalion several sentences oonstraeted 
npen'fho ne'del of uose of Jebhson. Bnt Oio imitation 'of the fimn, 
inthont the sidrit of his siyie, has bemi so general that this of itsdf 
is not snfflclent ovidonee. l^en onr newspaper wiitcn Wim to if. 
In an aeeonnt oftiio fnneral o'f Edwin, the comedian, in '* Toe Diair** 
ofKor. 0, 17B0, that son of dralieijr is thus ddsoribra: "A man who 
had so often cheered tho snllcnness of vacant, and suspended the 
appraadies of sorrow.*' And in **Tho Dublin Ei^ng Fos^” August 
lOf 1701, there is the foIiowlng]mragm^: **ltfs asingnlar oiranm- 
stanee^ that in a city like tins, containing S0(M)0O people, tliera ora 
three months in the year during which no plaeo of pnbliek amnse- 
ment is open. Longvacatimi is hero a vacation ftom'pleoanra^ as 
well as bnsinesa; noris thora any mode of passing tho llstleas even- 
ings of dedinine summer, bnt in the riots of atavern ortho stupi- 
dite of a coilbe-bonao.” 

1 have not thonght it nceeasa^ to apoeliy every copy of veracs 
written Iw Johnson, it bdnrmy intention to pnblab an antbontiok 
edition of all his Poetry, with notes. 

* ^As the lettw aooompaiqdng this list (whidi ftally snmiorts thd 
observation in the text) was written beta week belbra Dr. Johnson's 
death, tho reader may not bo displensod to find it here prraerved: ' 


"TOUR. mcBou. 

" TuB'late learned Mr. Swinton, having ono day remarked that one 
man, meaning, 1 snppm, no man bnt Jumself, conid assign all the 
parts of the Andont universal Histoiy to fhdr proper airtbonis, at 
the request of Sir Bobert Chambers or of mysolf, gave tho account 
wbiob 1 now transmit to yon in Ids own hand; bdng willing tiint of 
so great a work tho histi^ should be known, and tiiat eadi writer 
should raodvo his due pnqiorlion of praise flnom posterity. 

"1 leeommoud to yon to picservo tins scrap of Uteniy infdli- 
genco in Mr. Swinton^ own band, Or to dmosit it in the Mnseum, 
that tho veradly of this account may never bo doubted. 

“ I am. SIR, 

** Your most humble servant. 

Dee. ^1784." ."Sah. JoHmog." 

Mr. 8 — n . 



- Manribinians. 

- OsBtnlians. 

- Oanmantbes. 

- Mdano GntnUnns. 
-Nipifae. 

-Cmuaica. 

-Afatmarica. 

- the Segio Sjrlico. 

- Tniks, Tkrtara, and Uiognls. 

- Indians. 

- Chinese. 
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rectidri, been' deposited in the British Mnseuin, 


tVHbTBrioasstoirasitfQnidieonflwvbt,' ' 


- -If UIWUKUlf , 

SrP; *? TO?****^:*®* (he momedf press'd, 

^le bright ideas stood at onee conAsss'd t 
Instant bis gAnins abed its vignhms laTS, ' 

And o'er flie lottoi'd world duibsed a blaaos- * 

: As mab'd with* fire the oIondeleotiiekfliaL ■ 

*’®**®*“ to liiw: 

.^neh^ b; tbe pointed steel' the Ugfatnbyr flows^ 

And an the* expanse with rich effn^i^^ln)/' . 

Wo shnIMn VM ondeomnir to know with exact pnobhni owiy 
^ pen- He owned to ine^ that ho had writtbn 

A ■? * ““derstood that bo bad giTen or sold 

ttom to dillbrat who were to proaoh them as fhetr own, ho’ 

■* <o/MjknowIodg» thou. Would 
**I Hu, who are still alive, and the fiiendd 
(bm who are dead, ihirlv inform the ^rld, it would be bbligingir 
ptiOring a ^Qi^lo onttoaity, to wbieh Uiem abonld, I think, now 
be no ^eobom . Two volainea of them, pnbiiahed rinoe ids death, 
p SttfficfteUy ascertained i see VoL lii. p. 186.—I have before' mo^ 
in Ola nanOTtiting, a ftagmont of twenty quarto leavoa, of a tnuislar 
flon into Snglmh of Sidfast, JOe jffeflb (StiSiuria. When it was. 
done I had no n^on ; bnt it seems to have no very superior merit to 
^ Boildiss tho p'nbriiuitiofiB borafolbre inontioned^ I hm 
sauafied, finm internal OTidenoc,-to admit aiao aa gonnino the follow- 
Iw, widofa, notwithstanding ail my cbtonolmioal oaro, esetood mo in 
thoeonnooftbia work: > 

f of Dr. lVBpp’8'8ormoDa^*')'pab)i8Ucd 

u 1731^ fa tm Gentlomon^ Magaaino. It ia a very ingenions dc- 
np of aBri^fbu an antbOor^a work, without beiiw bold 
u Inmnug his property. Tiiia » one of the nfoosf qncstlooa In the 
•^v^^lwufurer and 1 cannot holp tliinkirig, that tiro indni(»nce 
ofabridpg fa onen cxoocdingly irdniiona to autliouts nod bowaeI> 
lura, and nontd In fury few'oaacs be pcrndtlod. At any rate, to 
prevent difiicnlt i^d nneertain disensaion, and ^vo an alminto ae- 
onnfy.to antlionra in tlio property of tbdr leboors, no obridment 
whatovor abonld bo pormittod, till aRcr tho oxpiration'orsnidi a nntn> 
®®5^®'j«p na the Lc^iatnre may be pleased to fix. 
t, ®’®®® eonlidently naeribed to Mm, I cannot 

ulow Ibai bo wrafo a Dedication to both Honaes of Parflamont of a 
■ ®®®®**®^ “ Tho Evaiigelioal Hfatdry Hnrmonte^." He was no 

er»««ei|^o doolaimor ngiuast tie lime. Ho would not have wiil- 
len, “loBt wo are fallen open an ago in which cormption ianot 
wreiy nnivcranl, b antvenaliy oonlbascd.*' Nor, “ Rapine preys on 
tho pnbliek wilhont oppositlen, and perjury betrays it witbrat in* 
rpiiry. Nor wonid lie, to excite a speedy veibnoBtlon, have eoidnrtd 
®P ,®®®b phantoms of ferronr ea Ihcso : “ A Ihw years loirger, and 
perbaps all endoavouts will bo in vain. We may he swallowed by 
an earthqnako: we may 'bo delivered to onr enemies.** Ilifa fa not 
Inbnsoman. 
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Johnson conld give a Greck word for almost every 
En^h one ; and that although not. sufficiently- 
conversant in tile nicetira of the language, he 
nj^on some occasions discovered, even in these, 
a consid^ble deg^ of critical acumen. Mr. 
Dalzel, Professor of Greek at Ediiibui^h, whose 
skill in it is unquestionable, mentioned to ' me, 
in veiy liberal ierms, the imprassion which was 
made 'upon him by Johnson, in a conversation 
which they had in London concerning that -lan- 
guage. As Johnson, therefore, was undoubtedly • 
oiie of* the first liatin scholars .in modern times, 
let us not deny to his &me spme additional splen-' 
dour from Greek. 

■ I shall now fulfil my promise of exhibiting 
spedmens -of various sorts of imitation of John- 
son*s style. ' • ^ 

•' In* the ** Transactions of the Royal Irish Aca- 
demy; 1787,” there is an " Essay on the Style of 
Br; Samuel -Johnson,” by the Reverend Itobeft' 
Bdrrpwes, 'whose respect for' the great object of 
his.'criticism ” is thus evinced in the concluding 
paragraph: ‘“I have singled him- out -from the 
whole body of English 'writers, because his uni- 
versally acknowledged beauties would be most 
apt to ludtice imitation ; and 1 have treated rather 
onbis faults.than his perfections, because an essay 
might comprise all the observations I could make 
upon his faults, while volumes would not be suf- 
ficient for a treatise on his perfections.” 

'Mr. Burro'wes has analysed the composition of 
Johnton,.and pointed ont its peculiarities with 

Wo nuat smfio at a liltlo innconraiqr of metaphor in tho Prcfnqo 
. to the Tknnaaotions. irbidi ia writton bj Mr. Bomnroa. Tho eriliek 
qF Hu ttghifJtAiasm haTlni;, with a joat acal for IHoiatnra, obacrvcd 
- that tho whole nation arc called on to ezort aemaelToa, oReinrarda 
am: "They arc eaZbd on by orciy <» whidi oan haro a landablo 
inflaenco on the heart of man." 
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Ihe first verse of the following imaginary Ode by 
him .to Airs. Thrale*, which appeared in the news- 
papersh^ 

' " Caririttl tiAiale dame, 

Ojuu'tt thou Ms ginhlick fame, 

PraeumUt^ at thal ahrine; 

Shall, tatnuled hjr thjr eharma, 

A captive in thv omBimt arms, 

Peretudahg bo tlrinor’ 

- This and a thoustmd other such attempts arc 
totally unlike the' original, which the writers ima- 
gined they were turning into ridicule. Tliere is 
not similarity enough for burlesque, or even for 
caricature. 

Air. Colman, in his “Prose on several occa- 
sions,** has “ A Letter from Lexiplianes ; contain- 
^ Proposals for a Glossary or vocahulary of the 
Tongue: intended as a Supplement to a 
laige Dictionary.” ^ It is evidently meant as a 
sportive sall^ of ridicule on Johnson, whose style 
is thus imitated, without being grossly over- 
chai^d. “ It is easy to foresee that the idle 
and illiterate will complain. that I have increased 
their labours by endeavouring to diminish them ; 

* Tohuon’t vrishiDB to unite himseir with this rich iHdow vras 
much talked of, hot 1 ocliavo witiiont rcandnUon. Tlio report, hov^ 
ever, gevo oocerion to i^oem, not vrilliont cbnnietctiRtical meri^ on- 
titled, **Odo to Mn. Tonic, by Samnd JobnsoDfLLhD. on tboir 
supposed epproecUng Nuptislsr* printed ibr hlr.Fanlder, in Bond. 
StrcoL—lnisll quote as a spedmon tbo first fliroo stamns: 

" If o'er my fingers toneb'd tiio lyre. 

In satin fioroe, in ploBsnro gay; 

Sball not my Thbaua's smites inspire! 

SIwII Sam reifaso the sporUvo lay? 

Mjy dearest Ladyl view yonr slavb, 

Bdiold him as your veiy Serubg 
Eaw to write as antbonr mvo, 

Or govern wdl tbo brewing tub. 

To rich ibiidty tbos nised. 

My bosom glows wilb amerons fin; 

Porter no longer slinll bo prdsed. 
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vering strengtii ; the 'Laplander lias, formed tlie 
reindeer to be sobsertient to bis will ; and even 
the people of Kamschatka have trained their dogs 
to labour." This command over the inferiour crea-, 
tures is one of the noblest prerogatives of man, 
and anio^the greatest efforts of his wisdom and' 
power. Without this bis dominion is incomplete.;. 
He is a monarch' who has no subjects; a' master- 
without Servants; and must perform every opera-- 
tion by the strength- of his own arm 

EDWARD GIBBON, ESQ. 

*' Of all onr passions and appetites the love' of 
power is of the most imperious and unsociable 
natur^ since the pride of one man requires the* 
submission of the multitude. In the tumult of 
civil discord, the laws of Society lose their forc^ 
and their place is seldom supplied by those of 
humanity. The ardour of contention, the pride 
of victory, tbe’despair of success, the memoiy of 
past iqjuries, and the fear of future dangers, all 
contribute to inflame the mind, and to silence the 
voice of pity*." . 

MISS BURNEY. 

My flimily, mistaking ambition for honour 
and ranjk for dignity, have long planned a splen- 
did^ connection fiir me, to which, though my in- 
variable repugnance has stopped any advances, 
their wishes and their views immovably adhere. 
I am but too certain they will' now listen to no 
other. 1 dread, therefore, to make a trial where 
1 despair of success ; I know not how to risk a 
prayer with' those who may silence me by a com- 
mand'." • . ' 

• ‘*Hiatoi 70 fAiiu»iaa,''T 0 Li.qnarto,p.sa 8 . 

* " Dodlne and Foil of, the Roman Ernnho,** ToI.it obani it. 

* ‘'CcoiliB.»BookTii.ohao.L . . * 
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and that I have explained' what is more easy by 
what is more difficult-r^^g^tom per igimli'va: r 
expect on .the other hand, the fibeial' acknow- 
ledgments of the learned. He who is buried in 
scholastick retirement, secluded from the assem- 
blies of the ^y,'and remote from the circles of- 
tbe polite, will 'at' once compreliend the defini- ' 
tions, and be grateful for sucn a seasonable and 
necessary elucidation of bis motherTtongde.”— 
Annexed to this .letter is a short specimen of tbe 
work, thrown togeth.er in a vague. and desultory- 
manner, not even adhering to alphabbticAl con- 
catenation ^ 

The serious imitators of > Johnson’s styl^ wli^ 
tlier intentionally or by the imperceptible effect 
of its strength and animation, are, as I have had 
alr^y occasion to observe, so many, that I might 
introduce quotations from a numerous body of 
. writers in our'langua^, since, b'e appeared in the 
literary world . I sbml point.oot the following 

WILLTAU ROBERTSON, D.D. 

“ In other parts of the .globe, man, in his rudest 
state, appears as Lord of tlie creation, giving law 
to various' tribes of animals which he has tomed 
and reduced to subjection.. The Tartar follows 
his prey on tiie horse which he has reared, or 
bmds bis numerous herds which furnish him both 
with food and clothing; the Arab lias rendered 
tlie camel docile, and avails himself of its perse- 

* ''JZiyiN^jNgSj!N^r--Cong]omeFBtioB BBd oonroslon. 

** ^odSgjefM^r—AjcullBniy BiixtBreor betcnq;eBeoBS iagiedicBls: 
applied metoBorieBlIy to all diseordaBt coBibiaatloBB. 

** Titfcr 7m,— A dequate rctoUiition. 

"SmlbSSia^i — ^Heaitalioa aad inpesolulioa. 

JFce/jb/ /Sni/— Gigaatiefc iatoaalioaB. 

** Rinmamr,— Diseoano, incoberent aad ibnpsodical. 

" Cnaeuai-craiienm,— Liocs of irregularity aati iavolutina. 

** Dittg dlmg',— 'JlatiaabnlaiT ebimca, used metaphorically to sig- 
nirydcs^tebaad Tchemcacc." 
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periodical paper, published at- Edinbuii^, baa 
uuitafed Johnson very dosely. ■ Thus,;in Wo..l(ir 
— « The effects of the return of spnhg have been 
frequently remarked as well in rdation . to the 
human mind as to the animal and yqgetable 
world. The reviving power of this season has 
been traced from the fields to the herds that in- 
habit them, and from the lower classes of beings 
■ up to man. Gladness and joy are described. as 
prevailing through universal Nature, animating 
the low of the. cattle, the carol of the .birds, and 
the pipe of the 'shepherd.” 


. The Reverend Dr. Knox, master of Tunbridge 
-school, 'appears to have the wiitari aveo of Jota- 
'S'on*s stym perpetually in his mind; and to his 
assiduous, though not servile stndy^of it, we may 
partly ascribe the extensive popularity of his writ- 
infiis\ 

In his “ Essays, Moral and Literary,” No. 3, 
we find the following passage: — ” The polish of 
externd grace may mdeed be deferred till the 


* It irore to bo irished flint ho bnd indtotcd thntgnmt man in otow 
nspoo^ and bad not ibilowod Iho onapplo of 
nnUonslT attaoUne Ms mnonOilo Abw Dzi^ It mns^ 
bowofor,' bo obsorrc^that bo Is mm ^low to 
only olfloots to oorfain parfloalars; Sirifli to flio * 

Ihopgb indebted for nnoh of his loMtaff to “ 
oi|i<^. Ibr many yean, at Ballol Co“ 5 «-„NoIth«r rf toom^w- 
oror, xt&L do amb^ to fbo noblest’ onheisHy in the wofld. milo 
1 nnlmadTert on what appeon to mo «“P«®“Wo i^omo of 
works of Dr. Khor, I oanimt nltase dno pn*o to^Mh ew of Ms pi^ 
dnoUons; parfloolariy his somons, md to the spmt nimwMcii no 
maintMns, ogainst piesumptnons htoflok^ ^ gonyda toiy 
trines peenmr to tho Christian Rorelali^ TMs ho has droojn a 
manner oqnally strennona and oonciliallngii Natter on^t x to 
omit monwminK a romarkabio Instanoo m his 
atandine the «Mo diSbrenoo of onr o^nions, upon tooimpmtort sn^ 
jeet ofUniTerrity edaoation,ina iettorto mo lynoeniins t his Wo rk, 
he flms expresses himaeif; “Ithankyen for the very grMtentertton» 
mant Tnnr Idb of Jidmann airaa mO. It is a most vnlnaolo WOnc.. 
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. EEVEREND MS'. HARES *.• 

**In an enlightened and improving .age much, 
perhaps, is not to be apprehended from the in- 
roads of merd ca{>rice; at such. a. period it will 
generally be perceived that needless irregularity 
IB the worst of all deformities, and that nothing 
is so truly elegant in language as. Uie simplicity 
of nnviolated analogy. — ^Rnles will, therefore^ 
be observed, so far as they are known and ao- 
Imowledged : but, at the same fim^ the d^ire of 
improvement having been once excited will not 
remain inactive ; and its ^efforts, unless assisted 
by knowledge, as mncb as they are proini>ted by 
^zeal, will not nnfrequeUtly be found pernicions ; 
*80 ihat the very pbrsoim whose intention it is to 
perfect the instrument of reason, wUl deprave and 
disorder it unknowingly. At sudi a tim^ then, 
. it becomes peculiarly necessary, that 'the analogy 
of language should be fully examined and un- 
derstood ; that its rules should be carefully laid 
down ; and that it should be clearly known bow 
much it contains, which, being already rights 
should be defended from change and violation; 
how much it 'has that demands amendment; 

. and hpw much that, for fear of greater inconve- 
niences, must, perhaps, be left unaltered, though 

irregular." 

* » 

A distinguished anthonr in “The Mirror’," a 

* Tho pmnge vluoh I qnoto is laksn Ifomthat rasnUcmaB's ''Mo- 
inoatB oTOrtboapj ; oontainhir a distinct Vicir tftlio irhirio AnabsT 
of the Rndish Lunage, so flir as relates to Pmmitaifioii, Aieeiit , . 

Qmmiujf/' London, 1784. I b(^ leave to oBbr my particnlar ao- 
knowledgments to tbo anthonr of a irork of nneommon merit aiid 
groat ntinf;. 1 know no book vhiob contains, in the same coniiass, 
mote i narnlng , ^to liteiatan^ soond sense^ aecnraoiy of aiiangc- 
mout, and perspienitjr of expression. 

* ^at oolleeticin eras presented to Dr. loiinson, I beiibve, by its 
autbours; and I beard idm speak very wdl of it. 
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the powerfol sentiment to which it is suited is 
not to be found. 

Johnson's afiection for his departed i^ations 
seemed to grow warmer as he approached nearer 
to the' time when lie might hope to see them again. 
It probably appeared to him that he should np- 
* braid himself with* unkind inattention, were he to 
leave the world- without baring paid a tribute of 
respect to -their inemoiy. 

. 

“to MR. ORREN, APOTHECARY, AT UCIIPXELD*. 

“ DEAR SIR, 

“ I HAVE enclosed the Epitaph for my Father, 
Mother, and Brother, to be all engraved on tlie 
large siz^ and laid in tlie middle aisle in St. 
Michael's church, which 1 request the clergyman 
and churchwardens to permit 
“Tlie first care must ue to find the exact place 
of interment, that the stone may protect the 
bodies. Then let the stone be deep, massy, and 
hard; and do not let the difierence often pounds/ 
or more, defeat our purpose. 

“I have enclosed ten pounds, and Mrs. Porter 
will pay you ten more, which 1 gave her for thfs 
same purpose. 'What. more is wanted shall be 
sent; and I. bee that all possible baste may be 
made, for 1 wiim to have it done while I am yet 
alive. Let me know, dear sir, that yon receive 
•this. . 

•* I am, SIR, 

• “ Tour most humble servant, 

“Deo. 17S4." . ** SaU. JoHNSON.*"' 


‘ Sco ToLli. p.4G4. 
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approach of ntanhobd. When solidity is ob- 
tained by pursuing- the modes prescribed by-oor 
forefathers, then may the file be used. The firm 
substance will bear attrition, and the Instre then' 
ac^ired'will be dnrable.” 

‘ There' is, however, one in No. 11,- which is 
blown up into such tumidity -as -to be truly ludi- 
crous^ ‘ The wnter means to tell us that Mem- 
bers of Parliameut, 'who have run in debt by 
extravagance, will sell their votes* to avoid an' 
arrest ”, which he thus expresses : — “ They who* 
build houses and collect costly pictures and fur- 
nitures, with the money of an honest artisan or 
mechanick,- will be veiy glad of emancipation 
from thehands of a bailiff by a sale of thdr sena- 
torial suffrage.” ■' 's 
*• • • * * * .* 

But 1 think the most perfect imitation of John- 
son is a professed one, eiititled “A Criticism oh' 
Gray’s Elegy in a Country Churchyard,”, said 'to' 
be ‘written by 'Mr.'YouNG, Professor of Greek, 
at Glasgow, and of which let him' have the credit,. 
unless a better title can be shown. It has not 
only the .particularities of Johnson’s style, but 
that very species of literary discnssion and illus- 
tration for which he was eminent. Having al-' 
ready quoted so much from others, 1 shall jefer 
the cunons to this performance, with an assur- 
ance of much 'entertainment. 

■Yet, whatever merit there may be in any imita- 
tions of Johnson’a styl^ every good judge must 
see that they are obviously different from the 
original ; for all of them^ are either deficient in ils 
force, or overloaded with its peculiarities; and 


> Jh. Knox, in Ms “ Moral and Ldtonij^ nbstraetion, nay In ^ 
eiisra ibr not knowine the politioal rcgnlations of his eountiy. No 
senator can ho in the hands ota haililL 
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the hand and exclaimed, “ Sir, yoii are one of the 
kindest friends I ever* had.** ' - 

' His o\m statement of his vie\ra-of fhtarity .will 
appear tml^ rational; and may, perhaps, impress 
the' nntiiinking with 'Seriousness. * ■ 

‘"**-Yoa know” (says he), 1 never thought-.confi- 
denoe with respect to fatniity- my part of the 
'character of a orave, a ^se, or a ^od man. 
Bravery has no place where it can pv^il nothing;, 
wisdom impresses 'strongly the consciousness of. 
those- fuilts, of which it is, perhaps, itself an 
aggravation; and ^odness, always wi^ing^to be 
better, and imputing every deficience to criminal 
negligence, and every faidt to voluntary corrup'^ 
tiqn, never dares to suppose the condition of for- 
giveness fulfilled, nor what is wanting in tiie crime 
supplied by penitence. 

*VThis is the state of the best; but what mast 
be tile condition of him whose heart will not suffer 
Mm to ra^ himself among the -best or among 
the good? Such must be his dread of the ap- 
proaching trial as will leave him little attention 
to the opinion .of those whom, he is leaving fi>r 
•ever; .and the 'serenity that is. not iel^ it can be 
no virtue to feign.** • ' - 

His great fear of death, and the strange dark 
mannw in which Sir John Hawkins imparts the 
.uneasiness^ which- he expressed on account of 
offences witli which he barged himsdf, may give 
occasion to' injurious suspicions,, as if tiiere-bad 
been something of more than ordinaiy criminality 
weighing upon his consdence. On that account 
thefk^re, as well as fixim the r^ard to truth 
• which he inculcated*, I am to mention- (with all 
possible respect and delicacy, however), that his 
• ». 

. Mn. Tfa'nlo’a Collodion, iimb 10, 178A Yol. iL p. a 
^Seo wild lie said to Mr. Bldouo, p. 18, 19. 
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“ TO MRS. LUCY PORTSR, IN LICHFIELD 
"DSARSLUIAar, ... 

" I AM Te^ ill, and denre your pmyeis. .1 hate 
sent Mr. Green die Epitaph, and a pourer to call 
on you for ten potmds. 

*f I laid this'snnnner a stone over'Tetty, in tlie 
chapel of Bromley, in Kent.' The ioscnptton is 
in Latin, of which this is the English. [Here a 
translation.] 

** That this, is done I. thought' it fit that yon 
should know. What care wSl be taken of ns, • 
who can tdl? May God pardon and bless ns, 
for Jesus Christ's sake. 

** I am, &c. ■ 

« See. Q, 1784.” * ** SaM. JoHNSDN.” 

• • * 

My readers are now, at last, to behold SAMUSif 
Johnson preparing himself for that doom, ftom 
wbida the most exalted powers afibrd no exemp: 
tion to.man; Death had mways been to him an ob* 
jectof terronr; so that, though by no means happyt 
he stilt clung to life with an ea^ro^s at wanm 
many have wondered. At any time when be was 
ill, he Was very much pl^ed to be told tiiat he 
looked better. An ingenious member of the 
Club* informs me, that upon one occa- 
sion, when he said to him that he saw heallb 
returning to his cheek, Jolmsdn seized him by 

7 rriiif laS/y wbose »»tiio so fine^e)ie 3 r oeeitni in fbo ceone of 
fbis iixmIc, umred Dr. ItAnsfon jast thirteen nontfis. She died st 
Ltehtield in her 71st jear. Immuj 13. 1780, and boqaeafbed tie 
' ^ncipid rart of her wttaao to fho Rev. Mr. IVanon, of LEe&Sew. 

* A Ciab in Lendoii. {bonded by the fonned and itKcnloifa nfay* 
sieian. Dr. Ash, in henoor of nbose oame ft was ealiM 
ftom the Greek XiyiAictt tfaeogh it one contended, im 

evea pat to a Tote. that it sbonld have the more ouviens appeUafioa 
«r jFVkm’nreii, rtom the tAtin. 
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saidinhis presenci^ “heJiad no notion of people 
bang in earnest in thdr 'good professions, wb'ose 
practice was -not snitable to them,*” ^s tli ns re- 
prunanded by him "Sir, are you so grossly 
Ignorant of human nature as not to know that a 
man may be very mncere'in good- principles, with- 
out having good practice*?” * 

But let no man encourage or soptiie himself in- 
"presumptuous sin,” fiem knowing that Johnson 
was sometimes hurried into indulgences which . he 
thought criming. I have exhibited this circum- 
stance as' ‘a shade iu so great a chamcter, both 
from my sacred love of truth, and to show, that 
he was not so u^eakly scrupulous as he has been 
reprinted by -those who ima^ue that the sins, 
of.wfaich a deep sense -was upon his mind, were 
merely s’uch little venial trifles as pouring milk 
into his tea on Gkiod I^day. His understanding 
will be -defended' by my statement, if bis consis- 
tracy of conduct be in some degree impaired. 
But what wise man would, for monientary grati- 
fications, deliberately, subject himself to siifier 
such uneasiness as we find was experienced by 
Johnson in reviewing hm conduct as compared 
with his notion of the etiiicks of the gospel ? Let 
the following passages be kept in remembrance: 
"■O Qod, giver -and preserver .of all life, by whose 
power I vras .created, and by whose providence I 
am- sustained, look down upon me with tendei'- 
ness and mercy;' grant that! may not have been 
created to be finally destroyed ; that 1 may not 
be preserved to add wickedness to wickedDes8\” 

brings uniBt be dnm.in pragreenom we oast dmjs pnrposo to 
do oion or -better thnn in taoe imst. Tbe oind is enfaigml and 
elerated bj mere narposee. tbongb tbw end as Oicgr bMan, by aiiy 
contemplaSon. tve coomra and jndge, tbongb ire do not prac- 

■ jronrnal ofaTonr to tte Hdirides, 8d c^it. p.' 374, 

*■ Vrayen and Meditation^ p, 47. 
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conduct, after he came to' London, and had assb- 
mated with Savage and others, was not so strictly 
virtuous, in one respect^ as when he was a younger 
man. It was well known, that his amorous, incli- 
nations were uncommonly strong and impetnous. 
He owned- to many of his friends, ftiat he used 
to take women of the town to taverns, and hear. 

' them relate their history. — ^In shorf^'it. mast not 
be conc^ed, that,* like many, other. -good and 
pious men, amon^ whom we n&ay place the apos- 
tle Fan! upon' .his own antbority, Johnson was 
not free from propensities which were ever ** war- 
ring s^inst tee law of his. mind,**— and that in 
his combats with them he was sometimes over- 
come. ' 

Here let the proftine and licentious pause; let 
tliem not thoughtlessly say teat Johnson was a 
h/pacrite, or that principlea were not firm,, be- 
cause \aB practice was not uniformly conformhble 
to what he professed. . 

■ Let tee question be considered independent of 
moral and relimbus associations; and no -man 
will deny that thousands, in many, instances,' act 
against conviction. Is a prodigal, for' exampH- 
a hypocrite^ when he owns be is satisfied tliat his 
extravagance will .bring him to . ruin and misery ? 
We are sure he bdieves it \ but immediate incli- 
nation, strengthened by indulgence, prevails over 
teat belief in influencing bu conduct. ' Why then 
shall credit be refused to the rihcerify of .those 
who acknowledge their persuasion of moral, and 
jeligions duty, yet sometimes fail of living as it 
requires? 1 heard Dr. Johnson once observe, 

** 'nere is something, noble in publishing .truth,- 
though it condemns one's self*.” And one who 

* ranraal of a Tom fotthe Hebrides, 8d edit. p.909. On the sime 

snbjcet, in his Letter to Mrs. Thraio, dated Nor. S9, 1783, be makes 
the folloniiig just obsemtion: ** Ufe, to bo of a ratioiiai 


JETAT. 7I>. PR. JOHNSON. 371 

never be foigolten, Ihni be cannot l>o cbai^gcd 
with any oflbiice itulicaiiiig badness of /teartf any 
thing dishonc8t,'baac, or Jiialignant; but that, on 
the contrary* be was charitable in an extraordi- 
nary degree: so that even in onc of his own rigid 
judgments of himself (Easter Eve, 1781), while 
he says, *' 1 have corrected no external habits ;** 
he is obliged to own, ** I hope that since niy last 
communion 1 have advanced, by pious rcflcc> 
tions, in my submission to God and iny benevo- 
lence to man*.” 

I am conscious that Ihw is the most difficult 
and dangerous part of my biographical work, aud 
I cannot but be very aitxions concerning it. I 
trust that 1 have got through it, preserving at once 
my regard to truth,— to my friend, — and to the 
interests ofvirtiic and religion. Nor can J appre- 
hend that more harm <xia ensue from the know- 
ledge of the irregularities of .loiinson, guarded as 
1 have stated it, than from knowing that Addison 
and Parnell were intemperate in the use of wine; 
which he himself, in liisXives of those celebrated 
writers and pious men, has not forborne to re- 
cord.^ 

It is not my intention to give a very minute 
detail of the particulars of Jolmson*8 remaining 
days, of whom it was now evident, Umt the crisis 
was fast approaching when he must *' die like tnen, 
and fall like one of the princes.” . Yet it will he 
instructive, as well as gratifying^ to the curiosity 
of my readers, to record a few circumstances, on 
the authenticity of which they may perfectly rely, 
as I have 'been at the utmost pains to obtain an 
accurate-account of his last illness, from tlie best 
audiority. 

Dr. lleberdeu, Dr. Brocklesby, Dr. Warren, 

* Pnym ud Maditaflons, p. 1S2. 
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— ** O Lobd^ let mo not sink into total depravity.; 
look do\rn upon m^ and rescue me at Irat from' 
the captivity of sin Almighty and mostmer- 
-dful Father, \rho hast continued my life from' 
year to year, 'p;rBnt that by longer life* I may be^ 
come less desirous of sin^ pleasures,' and more 
careful of eternal happiness*." — '*'Let not my 
years be multiplied to increase my guilt; but as 
my age advances, let me become more pure iu 
my thoughts, more regular in. my d^res^ and 
more obedient to thy laws^" — “Forgive, O.mer- 
.ciful Lord, whatever I have done contrary ' to 
thy lawsl -Give me such a sense’ of my yricked- 
ness as may produce true contrition and effectoal 
repentance; so that when- 1 shall be’called into 
another' stat^ I may be received among the sin- 
ners to whom sorrow and.refbnnation.have oh- 
tained pardon, for jEsds ‘Christ’s sake. Amdb*:" 

.Such was.uie distr^s- of mind, such the peni- 
tence of Johnson, in -his hours of 'privacy, <md in 
his devout approaches to his Muer.< .His 
ceriiy, therefore, must appear to every caindid 
mind unquestionable. 

. It is of essential consequence to keep in view, 
that' there was in this (excellent man’s conddct ho 
false principle of cmmiivtatum, no deftderote indul- 
gence in sin, in consideration of a counterbalance 
of duty. His offending and his repenting were ' 
distinct and separate*: and when we .consider 
his almost unexampled- attention to truth, his 
inflexible integrity, his constant piety, who will 
dare to “ cast a stone at him?” Besides, let it 

> Pnvcn and Moditattona, p. 6& « * Ibid. p. 84. 

* Ibid. p. ISO. ■ Ibid. p. Isa 

” Dr. Jobnaon^ielated, with -veiveuiioat appidbatiba, a stoqr of 
a gentloman, wlio^ in an impnlBO oT pasaion, oTcraame fbo vfrfno or 
a jonnic -Iranian. When aha aiud to mm, "lam aTnid nro bavn done 
vrongl** be anawered, 'fYca, \n have done vrons^— for I wonid not 
dledewM der mind," 
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. Ou another day, after jthis, when talking^ on the 
subject of prayer. Dr. Brocklesby repeated from 
Juvenal, 

'* Onmdmn at, «< sit tnetu sma in tarpm staiof* 

and so 011 to the end of the tenth satire; but in 
■ninning it quickly over, he happened, in the linc^ 

" Q/u spatium vita actrmum internuuuraptmAt'* 

• • ■ 

to pronounce supremum for extremum; at which 
Johnson’s critical ear -instantly took offence, and 
discoursing vehemently on the uninetrical cfiect 
of such a lapse, he showed himself as full as ever 
of the spirit of the grammarian. 

Having no other relations*, it had been for some 
time Johnson’s intention to make a liberal provi- 
sion for bis faithful servant, Mr. Francis Bather, 
whom he looked upon as mrticularly under his 
protection, and whom he had all along treated 

> [The iiulhonrin a fomcr pnga Ims sbowo tbo iqjnsUco of Sir 
Jobn Hawbiiu** cbain against Johnson, with respect to a peison of 
Ibe name oTHccIj, wboni lie has inaeeunitel; n^resonled as a Kh- 
fiou of Johnson’s. See p. S40ir— Unit Johnson iros nnxions to dis- 
cover irliether nnj or bis relations wen living is ovinced by tbo fid- 
loving letter, vrittennot long beToro bo made bis Will: 

'* TO TUB BEV. DR. VYSB, IN UHSBTB. 

•*SIH,_ 

"•I AH dcsirans to know vbofbcr Gbailcs Sorimslmv of Woodscaso 
(I tliinkX in >onr ihtliet^ ndghbonriiood, bo now living; vlmt is bis 
condition, and where bo may be fiinnd. If yon can convonieni|y 
nako any luqidiy about him, and can do it witlionl delay, it will bo 
an aet of mat kindness to mob be being voiy nearly related to me. 
1 beg [you] to pardon this trouble. 

"lam, SIB, 

** Yonr most linmblo servant, 

** Bolt Court, Fleet Street, *' Sau. Johnson.” 

Not. so, 1784.” 

In ronformity to the widi expressed in tbo preceding letter, an 
inquiiy was made, but no dcseendanls of Cbailos Sorimsbaw or of 
bis sisters were disoovorod to bo living. Dr. Vyso informs mo; that 
Dr. Johnson told him, “be was disappointed in the inqidtlos ho had 
. made afier his relations." .Tiicro is lucroron no ground whatsoover 
for snppowiig that he was uiiiBindfiil of tliem, or urglcctcd them. AI.] 
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and Dr. Batter, pli^icians^ generously attended 
him, \ritihon t accepting any fees, as did Mr< Graik- 
shank,.suTgeon; and all that conld be done frdm 
professional skill and ability was tried, to prolong 
a life so truly valuable. He himself, indeed} hav- 
ing, on account of his v&rj bad cbnslitation, been, 
perpetually applying himself to medical inquiries, 
united his .own e^orts with those of die gendemen 
who attended him; and imamning that die drqp^ 
sicid collection of water vruich oppressed him 
naight be dravm off by making incisions in his 
body, lie, with his usum resolute defiance of pain, 
cut deep, when he thought diat his surgeon had 
done it too tenderly*. 

About eight or ten da;^ before his. death, when 
pr. Brocklesby paid, him' his morning vint^ be 
seemed low and desponding, and said, 
have been as a dying man all night** He then 
emphatically broke out in the. words* of Shak- 
speare, 

'* Canst tboa not obdater to n nrind diMaaedi 
Flodk i)poni the memoiy a raotod aonov; 

Bane oat tbo written troobloa of tho bndni 
.And, with aome awoet obllriona antidote^ 

Cloanae tbe atolfd boaom of that porilona atoff, 

■'Wbidi irdf^a upon the beart!” 

To which Dr. Brocklesby readily answered from 
the same great poet: 

«_ — Uiwein the patient 

Moat ndniafer to bimaeU'’ 

Johnson expressed himself much satisfied with 
the application. 

* Thin bold experiment, Sr John Hawlcina baa refaited in aooh a 
manner aa to anggeat a obaige agalnat Johnoon of intentionidi; baa> 
teidng hia end; a ohaige ao ray inoonaiatent with faia ohaiaoter in 
evoiy reapeot that it ia iqjnriona even to raftate i^ aa Sir John hna 
thonght it ncoesann to do. It ia evident} that what Jbfanaon did in 
hiqien of relief indieated an extraordini^ eagemeaa to retard bia 
dimintion. 
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tnily as an hainble friend. Haring asked Dr. 
Brocklesby-trhat would be a proper annuity to a 
favourite servant, and bdng answered that itmnst 
depend on the circumstances of the master; and 
tha^ in the case of a nobleman, fifty poun(k a 
year was considered as an ade^afe reward fi>r 
many year^ faithful serrice; — ^*'Then (said John- 
son) shall 1 be nohilissimus, for 1 mean. to leave 
Frank seventy pounds a year,' and 1 desire ^on 
to tell hiin so.** It is strange, however, to think, 
that Johnson was not free from .that general 
weakness of bmng aveme to execute a ^ill, so 
that he delayed it from time to time; and had.it 
not been for Sir John Hawkinses repeatedly, niging 
1 think it is probable that bis kind resolution 
would not have been fulfilled. . After making one, 
which, as Sir John Hawkins informs us, extended 
no further than the promised annuity, Johnson’s 
final disposition of his prope^ was established 
by a Will and Codicil,* o£ which copies are sub- 
joined \ 

* “ Is TBB KAHB OF GoD. AuEK. I, Sjixvbl Johkbok, bdoff in . 
fnllpoBsndonofiqy |iMaieca,batftarim[aisoigiitiaw^tmiend . 
1o njiii^ do Ofddnt^iqrlut WHl ano^TnlanicDt. 1 bcqaentb to 
God 8 sonl pollnted bj naqr sina^ bnt I hope pmified bjr Jebds 
C musTii— 1 leaTo seren bandied and fiflj ponnda in the hands of 
Bonnet Tjingtun, Em.; thrae bandied ponnds in the hands of Mr. 
Banday and^r. Pet&is, bieweis; mo hundred and fi^y ponnds in • 
tho hands of Dr. Peiay, Blsfara of Dionore; one thonsud ponnds, 
three jper eenC. annidues in the pnblidi fnnds; and one fanndred 
ponnds nov ising Ire b>c in ready non^: all thmbeforenidiUoBed 
snins and propert y 1 l eaTC^ I say, to Sir dosbna Reynolds, Sir John 

Hanrfcins, ana Dr. WOSamScot^ of Doofois' Commons^ in tmst^ibr ■ 
the folloiring nsjes:— Tbatis to say, to pay to the lepresenfaSTes of 
the late V^iam Inqya^ bookseller, in SL Fanl’s Cfinreh Taid, the 
anm of tiro handled ponnds; toMn Wbif^ nre female semui^ one 
bandied ponndsstore:in the three per ceaf.annmlies afeiesdd. The' 
lest of the aforesaid anms of mon^ and property, togetheruilb iny 
books, plate^ and bonsehold flnnltatc, I leave to the heforemenfioned 
Sir Joanna Reynolds, Mr Jdm Hairldns, and Dr. William Scoff, 
also in traaf, to be applied, alter paying iqy debts, to the nee of . 
Fltands Bather, manservant, a n egro, in anch manner as they 
shall judge most fit and availabio to bis benefit. And 1 appoint 1m 
aforesaid Sir Joshua Reynofi^ Sir John HawMns, and Dr. William 
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had not ititrasted some' faithful and discreet per- 
son. >rith the care .and -selection .of them; instead 
of. which, h^ in a precipitate . manner, burned 

- ' . , I * " ' * • 

holttdsiqippied Utobe. Sir lobn Hawkins csfimates f ho bequest 
to IhihcisHariier at a sam lilfle^diort of snoon hnndnd ponnds, 
inclndjng an' ann^^ df aovonty ponnds to bo paid to bim by Mr. 
lisngtbn, in eonrideration of aomm hnndrod and Ally pounds, wUoh 
Johnson had lent to that gontleman. Sir John scons not a little 
angiy at this beqncst, and mntters “a careat against ostentations 
bonniiy and faronr to negroes." 'But snieiy when- a man has 
money entirely of his own aeqnbition, espoeially when bo has no 
near idalioas, be may, withent blame, diqH>se of it as bo pleases, 
and with great prmnoty to a fdtbOii servant. Mr. Barber, by the 
recommendation or bis master, retired lo liehflold, when be mi|^t 
pass the rest of his days in comfort. 

It lias been olgeotea that Johnson has omitted maqy of his best 
friends, when leaving books to several as tokens of his last remom- 
braneo. ' The names of Dr. Adams, Dr. Taylor, Dr. Bnniqy, Mr. 
Beotor, Mr. Mnipiqr, thb anthonr of this work, and othem who wore 
intimate with him, are not lo be (bnnd in his WilL This may bo 
aoeonnteil ibr by conddering that, as ho was veir near his dissoln- 
tlon at the time, he probably mentioned sndi as hamened to oeonr 
to him; and teat he may nave reoollooted, that he bad former)^ 
shown othem snch proolh of his regard that it was not nooessaiy to 
orowd his Will with tbrir names. Mm. Iaoj Potter was mnite di»- 
pleased teat notUng was left to her; bnt besides what I have now 
atated, 'she shonld have oonddered, that she had fadt nothing to John- 
son by her Tnil, winch was made during bis liltafime, as appeared at 
her decease. 

His ennmemting sevemi persons in one Bronp, and leaving teem 
"oaoli a'book at their oleoiion," might possibly have riven ocoasion 
to a onrions qnestton as to tee order of obdoc, bad they not Indrily 
fixed on diffiuont books. His iibraiy, thontte by no means hamt 
some in its'appeamneo, was sold by Mr. Christie, ter two hnndrod 
and Itarty-aeven ponnds nine shillings; many peqile being desirons. 
to have a book which had belonged to Jrimson. In many of them' 
ho had written little notes: sometimes tender memorials of his de- 
parted wife; as, “This was dear Thtte’s book:" sometimes oeea- 
sional remarks ordificrertt sorts. Mr. lysoDs, of Cliflbrd’s Inn, has 
ftvonred mo with tee two tellowlnE: 

In “HoiyRnles and Helps to uevotions by Bryan Dnppa, Lord 
BiB^pj^mnton," " Ptieea qw'dm mdWHr dfi^genlcr traetaue; tpen 

.In "^e Rosiemeian InfaUlble Ariomata, by John Heydon, 
Gent” prefixed to which are some vemos addressed to the anthonr, 
signed Ambr. Watem,' A. M. Ckill. Ex. Ozon. JMk tenet 

wen wrftfaa to BsHet tg J^eAwnt tpen Jot Shetiw m Htmm'Ntt- 
farv^ eadhaenerrihtr'entetiie h nafc) • --Anoidfinmi. 

[Franeis Barber, Dr. Johttaon’fe prinoipal legatee, died in the infir- 
mam at Stafibrd, after nndctgof ag a paintel oporatior:^ Feb. 1801. 
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■ mind with'a sndden anxiety, aud as'they were'in 
great confusion, it is liiuch to be lamented that he 

bnneo. I'also give and bequeath to -TSiilr. John Deamonlins, two 
handled iHmndB.conaoUdated thiea per'eaO, annnitiea: and to Mr. 
SastroB, the Italian Moator, the bodi of five ponn^ to be lidd ont in ■' 
books of piety for bis own nse. And whereas the sud Bonnet Laqg> 
ton bath agreed, in eonridoration of the sam of.seTon handled 
and liny pounds, mentioned in my will .to be in his handle to jnant 
and seenie an annnity of sorenly poands payable dniing foe life of 
mo and iqy servant, Franola fiorbor, and the life of foe satvivor of 
ns, to Mr. Geoige Stabbs, in tmst ferns; my mind and will is, foat 
in case of ngr doocase before foe said ureoment shall bo peiflioted, 
the said snm of seven hundred and flity ponnds, and foe bond for 
soen'iing foe said snm,-sball go to foe siud Fronds Barber; and I 
hereby .g^vd and bequeath to mm foe same, in lien of foe beqnest in 
Ills flivonr, oontainod in^my said will. And'l hereby empower my 
Exoontors to dednot arid retdn dl oxpeiuos foat shall or may bo 
inenned in foe exeenfom of my odd Will, or of this Codidl thereto, 
oht 'of snob estato and offeota as I shall dio.possessed oC All foe 
rest, 'rtddne,' and rcmdndor of my estato and eSbots I give and 
beqneatb to my said pxeontors, in tmst for foe sdd Fronds Buber, 
hla Bssentors, and. ‘Administrators. Witness my band and seal. 
Ibis doth day of December, 1784.. 

« ' *' Bah. Johnson, (L. 8.) 

'^Signed, sealed, pnblisbed, declared, and delivered, by the sdd 
Samnoi Johnson, as and for a OodidI to bis last Will and 
Toslnmcnt, in foe presence of ns, who, in bis presence, and 
at Ms roqnrsl^' and also in foe presence of eadi other, have 
■ bcieto anbseiibod our names as witnesses. 

"JobnCopsly. 

"William Gibson. 

" Hbnbt Cols.*’ 

Upon these teslamontaiy deeds it is proper to make a few obsen* 
vations. 

lib express doebralion with hb dying breath as a Christian, as it 
bad been often practised in sndi solemn wiitiiigs^ was of real eoii> 
srqiieneo ftom tlds great man, for foe convioUon of a mind equally 
aonto and strong nnglit well ovcibalanco the doubts of irthors who 
were lib contemporaries. Tbo expression ponuted vmy, to somi^ 
imnvcy animpresuon of more than nrdinniy contamination; but that 
is not warranted by its genuine meaning, ns appears ftom "Hie 
Rambler,” No. 43. The same word is used in the will of Dr. Sander* 
son. Bishop of Lincoln, who vras piety itself. 

Ills legacy of two hundred ponnds to flio representatives of Mr. 
Innys, bookseller, in St. Panrs Chnrdi Yard, proceeded ftom a very 
worthy motive. He told Sir John Hawkins, that lib father having 
bcGoino a bankrapt, Mr. Innys bad osidsted him oitb moni^ or crcrlit 
to conlinno bis bnsiness. "This (said he) 1 eondder as an obliga- 
tion on me to bo grateftil to bis desnembnts.” 

Tlie amount of his properly proved to be considerably more than 
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■friends; Mr. Hoole has drawn .up a narrative of 
what passed in tlie visits which he paid him d urine 
that nme, from the 10th of November to the ISth 
of December, 'the day of bis death, inclusive, and 
has favoured me with a perusal of it, with per- 
mission to make extracts, which I have done. 
Nobody was more -attentive to him than- Mr. 
Langton*, to whom he tenderly said, 
morimts ilefieiente manu. ^ And I think it highly 
■to the honour of Mr. Windham, that his impor- 
tant occupations as an active statesman did not 
prevent him from paying assid nous respect to the , 
dying Sage whom he revered. Mr. Langton in- 
forms me, that, ** one day he found Mr. Burke 
and four or five more friends sitting with John- 
son.- Mr. Burke said to him, * I am^ afraid, sir. 
such a number of us may be oppressive to you.* 
-^'*No, sir (said Johnson), it is not so; and I 
must be in a wretched state, indeed, when your 
company would not be a delight to me.’ Mr. 
Burke, in a tremulous voice, expressive of being 
-very tenderly afiected, replied, *My dear sir, you 
have always been too good to me.’ Immediately 
afterwards 'he went ^away. This was the last 
circumstance in the acquaintance of those two 
eminent men.” 

. The following particulars of his conversation 
within a ie>v days of his death, I g^ve on the 
authority of Mr. John Nichols': 

' * nur. lAiigtoii, wlim name so oRen oconn in tlioao volnnesf 
nurrivod JdlinBon soronl yean. Ho diod at Sonthanipton, Doo. 18* 
1801. M.] 

7 On Iho samo nndonblcd autboriW, I giro n fov arliolos, wbioli 
abonld bavo bean inserted in obronoiogieal order; but vblob, now 
that thqy aro bororo me, 1 should bo Sony to omit: 

"In 173% Dr. Jolinson hod a partionwr iuolination to Iiuto boon 
engaged as an asristant to the Bemond Blr. Biidworth, then head 
■ master or tho Grammar Sehool, at Brewood, in Slallbidsldro^ *nn 
oxcoUent person, who possessed ovmy lalonl of a peifcot insltuoior 
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lar^- masses of thecbi 'with little, regard, as 1 ap- 
pr^ead, to discriininafion. Not that I.supj^ose 
■we have thns been deprived of any.compontioDs 
which he had ever intended for Ihe pabfick eye;- 
bnt from what'e8.caped die<'&unes, 1 jndge 'foat 
many curious circumstwces, relating both to him- 
self and othw literary charactersi have,perished. 

Two very valuable aiiides, 1 am snr^ we have 
lost,. which, were two quarto volumes, containing 
a- foil, fair, "and most particular account of bis 
own life, from his earliest recollection. I owned 
to bim that, having accidentally seen them, 1 bad. 
read a gmt deal in them; and, apologisdne for. 
the liberty I had taken, asked hiin if I could nelp 
it. He placidly answered, sir, .1 do not 

think you could have helped it** I, said that I 
had,' for once in ny lifo^ felt half an inclination 
to' compiit theft. It had come into my mind to 
carry off those, two volumes, and .never'.see him 
more. Upon my inquiring how this would have 
affected .him, ** air (said he), 1 bdieve 1 should 
have gone mad V’ 

During his last illness/ Johnson experienced 

the steady and kind attachment of bis numerous 
• ■ * * ■ 

’ One of these volmnes. Sir John Hnwldns inftmns lu^ ho-pnt into 
Ms pooket; fbrwMoh the ezonse ho states ii^ that he meant to pro- 
abrro it ftom filling into the hanb ofa peison whom ho doserihos.4o 
ns to make it snffidentlj dear who is moant; “hadiw strong. 
sons (Mid he) to snspeot that this man might find ana make an ill 
use of the book.*' Sir John ahonld snppose that the gentleman 

alindod to wonid not in tMs manner, hehasnotthoiq^tfitfoexplaih. 
But what be did was not approved of bg Johnson; who^ npon fidqg 
iieqndntod of it without ddoj hr a fiiend, espressed great indigo^ 
tion, and warmly indsted on the book bdtig delivered iqi; and, 
afterwards, In the snpposHion of bis missing i^ without knowing ^ 
whim it had been taken, be said, "Sir, I dionid have nne ont of 
tho world distrnsting hdf manMnd.” Sir John next diqr wrote a 
letter to Johnson, assigning reasons fbr Ms oondnot; npon wMm 
Johnson observed to ]ur. Lnngton, "Bishop Sanderson oonid not 
havo diotatod a better letter. 1 eonid idmost sqr, JWdtiu ea m 
pamifatn, gaem non ending." The imHation into whi eh Jo hnson 
was thrown by this incident probably made bfan hastily bnm those 
lirccions records which most over he netted. 
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posins uppn.tlie world, ih’odgli they- were fre-. 
qileiiuy. written from very slender materials, and 
oftooi from Done at all; — the mere' coinage of his. 
own imagination.. He never wrote any part of 
his works with eijnal velodty. - Three columns 
of the Magazine^ m an hour, was no uncommon 
effort which was faster than most persons conld 
have transcribed that quantity. 

. “Of his friend Gave he always -spoke, with 
great affection. . * Tet (said he) Cave (who never 
Iboked ont of his window, but Avith a view to the 
Gentleman's Magazine) was a penurious pay- 
master; he' would contract for lines by the huii- 
dred, and expect the long hundred ; but he was 
a good mau, and always delighted to have his 
fiiends'at his table.^ 

“When talking of a r^ular edition of his own 
works, he sai.d, mat he had power [from the book- 
s^ers] to print such an edition, if his health ad- 
mi^d it; bnt had no power to assign over any 
edition, unless he could add notes, and so alter 
them as to make them new works; which his 
state of health forbade him to think of. * 1 may 
possibly live (said be), or rather breathe three 
days, or perhaps three weeks; but find myself 
daily- and gradudly weaker.* 

“ He said at another time, three or four days 
only befiire his death, speaking of the little fear 
he had of undexgoine a chiruigical operation, * I 
would give one of these Ipgs for a year more of 
lif^ I mean of comfortable life, not such as that 
which I DOW sufier;' — aud lamented much his 
inability to read daring bis hours of restlessness. 
*1 used.fonnerly added), when sleepless in 
bed, to read like a Turk* 

“ Whilst confined by his last illness, it was his 
r^lar practice to. have the church service read 
to him, by some attentive and friendly Divine. 



300 TH£ LIFE OP . 1784. 

"iHe.said, that the Parliamentary - Debates 
■wore &e only' part of his writings which then 
^ve him any compunction : but that, at the time 
he wrote them, he had no conception he was im-. 

- *• 

of joatb, in a irldoh (to nn the vords of one of the bii^ost 
oVnaments of litoratare,' the Reverend' Dr. Hnid, Ridiop of Wo^ 
castor) bos beennraWtondin aireofthatpnlhswrineotbedivs 
of QnintiHan.' Mr. Bndworth, * arbo was bm known in his Ulblime, 
fnrni that dbsonre UtnaSon to wUoh the eaprioe of fiirinno.ofl con- 
domns- the' most acoofamliBhed obareotefSi bis.higbnt merit 
deserved/ bad been brea nnder Kfr. Blaoln^l atiUhikot Boswortik 
wboro Johnson was Mmo tfano an nsher; which might nstnrally lead 
to tho applioation. Mr. Bndworth was eertainiy no strai^gor to tho 
learning or sUIities of Johnson, as ho more than oneo-lamhnfod bis 
liaWng been' nnder the necossity of dedinipg tho. engagement,, fiom 
an apprehension that tho panlytick allh^on, nnder whidh onr great 
Pliiiologist laboniod thronj;h Iwe, mq|fat become the olgeot of imit^ 
lion or of ridionie among his imjdls.*’— ^CSaptsin Bndworib, hh 
grandson, has eontirmod to mo this aneodoto. 

• “Among the early assodatos of Johnson, at SL John's GatOi was 
t^muol B<me, well .known by hhi ingenions prodnetions; and not 
loss noted lor hisimpindence. It was notmmsnal fbr Bpyso tolw a 
onstomor to tho pawnbrokor. On ono of tboso ooeasions. Dr. Jmi^ 
son colleoted a snm of money to redoem bis fliond’s olotbos, which' 
in two days aftor wore pawned 'again. ' Tho snm (jaaid Johnson) 
was coilceted by sixpenoes, at a timo when to me sfa^onco was a 
aorions oonsideration.' 

" Speaking one d^y of a poison Ibr whom be had a real friondsliilk 
bnt in whom vani^ won sunowhat too predominant, ho observed, 
that 'Koily was so ibnd of displaying on his sldoboard tho plate 
which ho possessed that bo added to it Ids spam. For my naH (said 
he), 1 never was master of a pair of snnrs bnt once; and thny are 
now at the bottom oftfao ocean. By the canlossncss of Boswell^ 
servant, they were dropped Aom the end of the boat, on our retnra 
linm the laio of Sky.' " 

Tiic lato Revorand Mr.Samnol Badeock, having been introdnecd 
to Dr. Johnson, by Mr. Nichols, somo yean before Jiis death, thus 
expressed Idmiwr in a latter to that gontleman: 

** How mneh 1 am obliged to yon fbr tho tkvonr yon did mo in 
introducing mo to Dr. Jwinsonl Tfaatftm rfrii' 17igiA'sm. Bnt to 
have seen lihn, and to have received a testimony oficsncot from 
him, was enough. I reeoileot all tho conversation, and almll never 
ibiget one of his oxpressions.— Speaking of Dr. P*v«*** (whose 
writings, I saw, he estiinaled at a low latoX ho said, ' Yon have ■ 
proved him ns deficient in prMtg as he is in ieamii^'— I called him 
an bnt he was not willing to allow him a claim oven 

to that merit Ho said, * that bo borrowed from those who bad been 
borrowers themselves, and did not know that tho mistakes ho adopted 
had been aiisweivd by othcm.^I olten think of onr short, but pro* 
clous, visit to this great man. 1 shall consider it as n kind of an 
era in my life.” 
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Divines of different communions, that although 
he vras a steady Church of England man, .there 
\ras, nevertheless; 'much .agreeable, intercourse 
between -him and them. Let me. particularly 
name the late Mr. liaTrobe, and Mr. Hutton, of 
the Moravian profession. His- intimacy with, the 
English Benedictines, at Paris, has been men- 
tioned; and as an. additional proof of the charity 
in which he lived with'^od men of the Romish 
Church, 1 am happ'y in.tms 6pportunity of record- 
ing his friendshm with the Reverend Thomas 
Hussey, D.D., His 'Catholick Majesty’s Chap- 
lain of Embassy 'at the Conrt of London, that 
very respectable man, eminent not only for his 
powerful eloquence as a preacher, but for his 
various abilities and acquisitions. — ^Nay, though 
Johnson lov4d a Presbyterian the least of all, this 
did not prevent his having a long and uninter- 
rupted social connection vnth the Reverend Dr. 
James 'Fordyce; who^ since his death, hath grate- 
fully cdebriit^ him in a warm strain of devotional 
composition. - ' 

Amidst the melancholy douds which hung over 
the dying- Johnson, his characteristical manner 
showed itself on different occasions. 

When- D'r. Warien, in the usual style, hoped 
that he was better; bis answer was, “No, sir; 
you cannot concdve with what acceleration 1 ad- 
vance towards death.” 

A man whom he had never seen before was 
employed one night to sit up^ with him. Being 
asked next momine how he Jiked his attendanl^ 
his answer was, “Not at alCsir: the fellow’s an 
idiot ; he is as awkward as a turnspit when first 
put into the whed, and as sleepy as a dor^ 
mouse.” 

Mr. Windham baring placed a pillow conve- 
niently to support him, he thanked him for his 
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^0 Bev. Mr. Hoole performed tliid kind office 
in .my presen.ee for the last time^ \rben, by bis own 
desire,- no more than the litany was read;. in 
which his responses were in tiie deep and sonor: 
ous voice which Mr. Boswell has occasionally 
noticed, and with the most profound devotion ■ 
that can be imagined. His nearing not being 
^ite perfect, he more than once interrnpted Mr. 
Eioole^ with, '-Louder, my dear sir, loader, I en> 
treat you, or you pray in vain !' — and, when the 
service was ended,, h^ with great earnestness, ' 
turned round to an excellent lady,. who was pre> 
sent, saying, *1 tliank you, madam, vei^ heartily, 
for your kindness in joining me in this solemn 
exercise. Live well, I conjure yon; and yon 
will not feel the compunction at the last which 1 
now feel.’ ** So truly humble were the thoughts 
which this great and ^od man entertained of his 
own approaches to religious perfection. ■ 

** He was earnest!;^ invited, to publish a volume 
of Devotional JSxercises; but .this (though he lis- 
tened to the proposal with much complacency, 
and a large sum of money was offered for it) he 
declined, from motives of the sincerest modesty. 

** He seriously entertained the thought of trans- 
lating Thnanns. He often talked to me on the 
snl(,ject; and once, in particular, when 1 was 
rather wishing that he would favour the world, 
and ^tify his Sovereign, by a Life of Speuser 
(u'hiai he-snid that he would readily have done, 
had he been able to obtain any new materials for 
th.e purpose), he added, *I have been thinking 
again, sir, of Tfmanus: it would not be the labo- 
rious task which you have supposed it ^ 1 should 
imve no trouble but that of dictation, which wonld 
he performed as speedily as an amanuensis could 
wTite.* ” 

It is to the mutual credit of Johnson and 
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Latitmndiir asit'irin;' '• „ 

'• Call Ilia Jook^; call flie pander, ' - 
I - .Bid them come and take Ibeir fill.;' 

When the bon^ blade oaronsea,' 
Pocketa.fall,*andaplrit8.hlgh-r^ 

■ Wliat are aores? what are honaea? ■ 

Only.dlrt^ or wot or diy. 

Should tlw goai^fian Mend or, mother ... 

‘Tell ‘the woea of wilfiil waate; 

Seohi their eiminael, aeon their pother^ 
Tonoanhanrordiownatloatr 

. Ab he opened a- note, which his servant.brought 
.to him, he'sajd, "An odd fought strikes me:-r 
-we shall.receive no letters in the grave.!* . 

He reonested three -thing^ pf Sir Jpshup Re^^- 
noids:— iTo foigive him thirty ponnds which, he 
^d- borrowed of him;~to read Ae Bible; — and 
never to nse his pencil on a Sunday. Sir Joshua 
readily acquiesced. 

Indeed he showed the greatest anxiety for the 
religious improvement !of his friends, to whom hp 
discoursed. of its infinite consequence. .He b^- 
ged of iifr. Hoole to think of what he bad said, 
and to commit it to writing;. and, upon beine af- 
terwards assured that this was done, pressed his 
hands, and in an earnest tone thanked him. Dr. 
Brocklesby having attended him with the utmost 
assiduity and kindness as bis physirian and friend, 
he was pecniiarly desirous that this gentleman'' 
should not entertain any loose sp.ecn1ative notions, 
but be confirmed- in the truths of Christianity,' 
and insist on his writing down in his juusence, as 
nearly as be could collect it, the import of what 
passed on the subject; and Dr. Brocklesby hav- 
ing complied with the request, he made him sign 
the paper, and uiged him to keep it in his own 
custody as long as he lived. 

Johnson, with that native fortitude w^icb, 

VOL. IV. „■ c c 
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kindness, and said, “ That will do, —-all tliat a 
pillow can do " 

He repeated with great spirit a poem, consist- 
ing of -several stanzas, in four lines, in alternate 
rhyme, which he said he had composed some 
■ years before", on occasion of a' rid, extrava^nt 
young ^ntlemah's coming of age; saying he had 
never repeated it but once since he composed iil^ 
and had given but one copy of it. That copy 
was ^ven to Mrs. Thrale, now Piozzi, who has 
{published it in a book which -she entitles'** Bri- 
tish Synonimy,’* but which is truly a collection of 
- entertaiiting remarks and stories, no matter whe- 
ther accurate or' not. Being a piece of exquisite 
satire^ conveyed in a strain of pointed rivacity 
and humour, and' in a manner bf which no olh^ 
instance is to -be found in ‘Johnson's writings, 1 
shall here insert it: 

Long QXiweted ono-nnd-lvonlr, 

Ungonne year, at ImgOib flown; • 

Prido and Jenson, pomp and plenty, 

Groat *** ****f arc now yonr own. 

Looaon'd rram tho Minors ioflior, ^ 

Fh>o to morlgago or to acll. 

Wild aa wind, and light ns foatlier. 

Bid flie sons of thnU fiirowolL . . 

Call tho Botaqys, Kates, and Jennies, 

All tho names that banidi oato ; 

Lavish of your grandsira’s gninens. 

Show tho spirit of an faeir. 

All that pn^ on vice and fblly 
Jey to sec thchr qaanr ll|y; 

Tlicro the gamester, Hgnt and jolly, 

Tliore the lender, grave and sly. 

■ [In 1780. See his Letter to Mrs. Tlimle, dated August 8, l^M): 
*' Yon liavo heard in the papers how * * * is eomo to ag^: I 
enelosed a diort song of cungratnlation, whieh yon most not sliow 
to an\* body.— It is odd that it slioold enmo into any body^ iwnil. 

1 hope yon will read it vritii candonr; it is, 1 Imlieve, one of the 
anthonib flist rssa)-s in that way of writing, and a brginnrr n always 
to be trratnl with tendernesa." M.] 
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his iaith, and his trust in the merits apd ptopiivh 
of Jesus Christ. ' ; - > - 

“ He talked often to ine about the necessity of 
ftith- in the idcrifice of. Jesus, as necessary beyond 
all good'vrorks \vhateyer for the salvation of -.piRUr 
kind. * '•* 

" He pressed me to sthdy .-Dr. Clarke and to 
read his sermons. I asked him vrhy he pyeeised 
Dr. Clarke, 'an Aridn*. /Because (said he) Ire is 
fullest-on the . 

: . Johnson having fhns'inshtelmind tlie true Cbria^ 
tian-.acheoa^ at ‘.once rational' ‘and- .consolatopr^ 
uniting justice afid ibeiuy' in the Diyxnttt, vriw 
the iutproveinent of human natui^ previous tp hie 
receiving, tiie Holy Sacram'ent.iu his apartment, 
composed and fervently uttered this prayer*: 

"Almighty and most mermfnl ^Father,; I.. am 
now, M to human e^es it seems, about tp'cpmme- 
morate for the last time, the death of thy- Son Jg- 
8U8 Chbis;^, our Saviour and Bedeemer; Giaiit, 
O Loud, that my whole hope and confidence 
may .be in' his merits and thy mercy; en.force 
and accept my imperfect repentance; make this 
commemoration available to the confirmation of 
^my faittj- the establishm^t of my hope, - and the 
enlargement of my charity; and make the death 

* Tlia,dliuga of.-Us MnOqiente wifb ngnril to Dr. Cliirko is tlins 
naoflm^. to me In a lette fiw the lata Dr. Adams, Marior oF Pcm^ 
broke Cjidleni!Qxfind.- 7 ^'ThaDoaloi^pr^indieeB wen Ibestroiigeal, 
'and bertalnmnanotbefaensotbo weakest that ever possessed asen- 
^leman. xon know Us oiiinme seal for ortfaodo^. But.didyon 
ererhearwhatbetoUmohimsdn Tnathebadmadeit mble not to 
UniltDr.ClBiksrsnanidinUsDioQonBiT. Thik, however, won off. 
At soide distanoa of Ume W ad^nd with me what books ho ehonld 
reed in defonoe offoeCSuisOanEeliiito. lieeommended ‘Clarke^ 
Eiddenoes of Natnnd and' Revealed Rdiefon,' as .the best of Ihd 
kind; and- 1 8nd in' what is oaUed Us * naj^ and Medifationi^' ■ 
that he was fteqnentlj enmlqved in the laftw part of Us time* in 
nai£ng Gliikers Semnms."^ 

'* Hie Bevennd Mr. Slnhan took can to hkve it preserved, and 
has inserfed ft in " layers and Meditations,” p.81& 

CC2 
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amidst all his bodily distress and mental suffer- 
ing, never forsook him, asked Dr..Brocklesby, as 
a man in whom he had confidra'ce, to tell him 
plainly whether he could recover, . “ Give me 
(said he) a direct answer.” The Doctor having 
first asked him if he. could bear the whole trutli, 
which way S 9 ever it might lead, and bein^ an- 
swered that he could, dMiared that^ in his opinion, 
he could -not recover without a miracle. ^ '* Then 
(said Johnson) I will take do moltn'physick, not 
even my opiates; for I have prayed that 1 may 
Vender np my soul io Con undduded.”- fn this 
resolution = he peirSleveKd, and, ‘at the same time, 
used only the- weakest kinds ofFustenaince. Be- 
ing prejssedby Mr. Windham to take somevdiat 
more generous nourishment^ lest too low a diet 
should-have the very effect.'frhich he dreaded, by 
'debilitating his mind, he said, ** I will take any 
thine but inebriating sustenance.’' . ‘ 

' ,The Reverend Mr. Stralian, who was the son 
‘of his friend,- and bad been always onn‘df 'his'grMl 
favourites, had, during,his‘last illnms, th'e satis- 
faction of contributing to soothe -and comfort him. 
That gentleman’s house, at Islington, of which he 
is Vicar, afforded Johnson, occasionally and easily, 
an agi^eable change of place and fresh air; and 
he attended also upon him in town in the dis- 
chaige-of the sUcred offices of his' profession. 

Mr. Stralian has pveii me the agreeable assu- 
rance that, after being in much Agitation, Johnson 
became quite composed, and continued so till his 
death. 

Dr. Brdcklesby, who will not be suspected of 
fanaticism, obliged me with the following ac- 
counts: 

** For some time before his death all his fears 
were calmed and absorbed by the prevalence of 
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breathing indreased . till about seven o*clock' in 
the evening, when Mr.' Barber and Mrs. Besmoh- 
lins, who w^ sitting in the 'room, observing, that 
tiie‘ noise he* made' in breathing had ceased, went 
to the bed, and found he was* dead.” ' 

* I » • 

. Abont two days after hie death, Ae following 
very agreeable acconnt was communicated to Mr. 
Miilone, in a letter by the Honourable John Byhg, 
to whom'I am much obli^d for granting me per- 
mission to introduce it in my 'work. 

“ DEAR -SIR,- 

** Since 1 saw you, 1 have had a long conversa- 
tion with Gawston?, who sat up with Dr. John- 
son, from nine o'clock on Sunday evening till ten 
o'clock on Monday morning. And, from what 1! 
can gather from him, itebonld seem, that Dr. John- 
son was perfectlv composed, steadv in hope, and 
resigned to deatn. At the interval of each hour 
they assisted him to sit up in his bed, and move 
his legs, which were in much pain; when he re- 
gularly addressed, himsdf. to fervent prayer; and 
.though sometimes his voice failed' him, his sense 
never did during that time. The only sustenance 
he. received wu cider and water. He said his 
mind was prepared, and the time to his dissolu-- 
tion seemed long. At six in the morning, he in- 
' ;qnired the hour, and, on bring informed, said 
mat all went on regularly, and he felt he had but 
a few hours to live. 

** At ten o'clock in the morning he parted from 
Gawston, saying, *You should not detain Mr. 
Windham's servant: — 1 thank you; bear my re- 
membrance to yonr master.' . Gawston says, that 
no man- could appear more collected, more de- 
vout, or less terrified at the. thoughts of the ap- 
proachii^ miuute. 

•* 8anranl.to-tIio Rij^t Hononrable Willhin WindhRu. 
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of 'thy 'Soil Jesus Christ effectual -io' my redemp- 
tioo. Have mercy upon me, and pardon die mul- 
titude of my offences.' Bless my inrads; have 
mercy upon all men. Support me by thy • Holy 
S][nrit in, the days of -weaknessj and-at the hour 
of death ; and receive me at my death to everr 
lasting happiness, fbr die sakd of Jesus Christ. 
Amen." : , 

I Hanng)' as. has ^en already mentioned, made 
bis will on the '8tb and 9ili of Hecember, and 
-settled -all bis worldly-affitirs, he languished till 
Monday, ■ the IStb of Ibat month, wpen he ex- 
pired, about seven o’dock in the evening, witli 
BO litde apparent jpain that his attendants hardly 
perceived when his dissolution took place. 

■ Of his- -last momente^ my brotlier, Thomas 
David, has 'furnished me wiQi the following par- 
ticulars: 

“.-The Doctor, firom the' time that b.e'was cer- 
tain bis death was near, appeared to be perfecdy 
resigned, was seldom or never fretful ‘or out of- 
temper, and -often said to his fiiitlifnl servant,- who 
gave me this account, * Attend, Francis, to -the 
salvation of your soul, which is tlie object 'of 
greatest importance:' he also .explained to him 
passages in the scripture and seemed to have 
pleasure in talking upon idigious subjects. 

** On Monday, the IStb of December, the day 
on which he died, a Miss Morris, daughter to a 
particular friend of bis, called, and said to Frah- 
cis, that she b^ged to be permitted to see .the 
Doctor, that she might earnestly r^uest him to 
give her his blessing. Francis went into bis room, 
followed by the young lady, and delivered the 
message. The Doctor turned himself in the bed, 
and said, *God bless you, my dear!' These 
were the last words he spoke. — ^His difficulty of 
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therefore, not stif one .word of my own, but adopt - 
those ' of ah eiuineDt friend ^ which he litte^d: 
with an, abrupt felicity, superior; to all. studied 
composi'tidbs He has made a .chasuBi' wbieh>' 

not only nothing' can fill up, but which, nothing; 
has e. tendency to fill up — Johnson u dead.*--Let, 
us gip' to the next bes^: — ^tbere is nobody ; no-in^.- 
can be isaid to pht you in mind of Johnson.” 

'As {ohpMi} had abundant homage paid to him'' 
during his life*, so no- writer in this nation ever 

still, fibliii^ of- Bath and Wieili :* ** who hath giTon iSh aono hdjM,; 
nidre hoilai, all encooiagementaio Bcrheatatacuea; to vhomlnevw' 
flamp bat 1 grm tnore rdigionsi irom whom 1 neTcr''wont bat 1 

J ai^ bottor iditraoUd. Of Um theroftira, my aeqdentaaoe, m 
ieod, inatraato. ifl apeak madh, it were not to be namUbd; 

in apoakftank|;,'Hianottobo1damedi and though I speak par-' 
tiBlIy, It vetd to be 'pardoned.” Nvgm Anifgac, Vol; 1, p. 1S6.' 
Thim in one raipamaunoe in Sir Ibhn'a dhaihbitor of BiaUra Still 
trUdh in peenliailj applicable to Johnmn: "Hd beoame hoiadions 
a diapnter that the learaedeat word afinid to diapnto with’ faimt and' 
he,' flndlag hla own atrenrih, oonld not aUok to warn them ih-thoti* 
afgamoita 'to take heed to Ihefr answers, like a beitoot fhnoer that* 
irill ten afbrehand in wUdh button he wiil give toe veiiatr,'or-llken' 
odhriing idieaa plner'tBkt vriU appdnt aOneband with wineb pawn, 
andin wBhtplaeeMvriit'gteatheinato.'’ IML 
. .. *,][na late iUgU Hon. VraUamGenardHanrilton, who had bean 
intimately aeqnaiiited with Dr. Johnson near tUrty years. Be' died 
inLondon, July in l^SBUi or 70th year, jl.] 

* Betide the Dedlutions to Um by Dr. Ooldsndtb, the Beverend 
Dr.jFIranklin, and-theBeveiend MK 'Wiladn, wliidh I have mentioned 
acooiding to thdr 'datos^ 'then was one by a lady, of a veitiBoalion of 
"Aidng^and.J^ab'’ and one I 9 the Ingm^tona Mr. 'Walker, of Ua 
“ Rhetoriqal,Cnwnniar.” I have intradnoad Into tUa woik sevoial 
oongiliiiMiiU 1 ^ tb'ldm in tfie'wrifliiga of Us eontenmoniies; bnt 
the.nmnper ipthem is so great that wempy fUiiy say that there was 
almpsta general trilmtd. . 

Cet me not.he-fh^getflil of the bononr done to Um by Colonel 
Myddletj^ ^ Owsynynog, Jiear DenUA; who^ on toe mnks of a 
nnlet in his pa^ where Johnson debated to stand and repeat 
verses, erqouti an.nm.rrith top iblloiting Insniption: * 

“This dpot was oRen dignifled too piimenee of 
Sahubl Johuboh, JmU. D. 

Whose>moral wiitinga, exactly oonfimnable to' toe prooepts of* 

' GMstiaidiy, 

Gave aidonr to 'Virtac and mwenoe to Tmto.” 

. As no inoonridemble-titonmslanao of.Us.fhmo we .most reefcdn 
the cxtraordinaiy ml of the artials to cstmd and peipetnato Us 
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• “lliis acconntj xvbich is so mach more agree- 
able tbaa and somewhat different from yonn^ has 
given us the satis&ction of 'thinking that that 
great .man ^ied as he* lived, .‘fall of resigbadoh, 
strmi^heDed'iD '&itb; and joyful in Jbiope.^ 

A few days before his' death he bad asked Sir 
John Hawkins,' as one. of his' executors, where 
he should be buried^ and on -bmng "answered; 
,",l),dobtle^.iu Westminster Abb^,^ sramed to 
f«^, a.sa^sfection ^ety uatbral to a Poet; and 
ind^, in my .opinion, very natural -to every mkn 
'of any imagination who has no family Mpnlchre 
in which he can be laid .with bis &fh^. ^ A(> 
cordingly, ' upon* Monday, December, 2(^' his r^ 
biains were deposited in &at noble and renown^ 
edifice; an.d over his grave Vi^ phmed a lai^ 
blue 'flagstone with this insciiption: ' 

> *<SAU|W>JoRinoir,LLiD. 

juii cfo 

Amulhiimd ' 

. . . H. DCC.UUX1V. 

JS^nmutiLV," 

• • • H V • V 

His fimeral was attended by a respectable 
number of bis ftienda, particulaiiy such of the 
members of The Literary Club w were thm in 
town; and was also honodred wi^ the presence 
of several of Ihe Beverend Chapter of Westmin- 
ster. Mr. Burke, Sir Josrab Banker' Mr. 'Wind- 
•bani, Mr.' JLsngton, Sir yfaarles Bunbniy, and 
■ Mr.- GSbl'man, bore 'his jiall. His schoolfellow. 
Dr. Taylor, performed the mournful office of read- 
ing the burial service. 

I trust I shall not be accused of afiectetion, 
when I declare that I find myself unable to- ex- 
press all .that I felt upon uie 'Ioss of such a 
‘*.Guid^ Philosopher, mid Friend*.” 1 shall, 

> Ob tlia snttfoot of Jobnaon I nay adopt the vords of Sir Jdto 
HaningtoB, ooDceniRg' M* Tonanble-nuor and OboMaa, Dr. Joan 
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the Essam both ia prose and verse, which have 
been pulilished conceraing him would make many* ** 
volumes. ■ The numerous attacks too upon him 
1 consider as part of his consequence, upon the 
prinmple which he himself so well knew and as- 
serted. Many who trembled at his presence 
were forward in assault -when 'they no longer ap- 
prehended danger. When one of his little prag- 
matical foes was invidiously snarling at his fame, 
at Sir Joshua Beynolds*8 table, the Reverend* 
Dr. Parr exclaimed, with bis nsual bold anima- 
tion, "Ay, now that the' old lion is dead, every 
ass thinks he may kick at him.*' 

• A monument for him, in Westminster Abbey, 
was resolved upon soon after his death, and was 
support^ -by a most respectable contribution; 
but the Dean and Chapter of .St. Paul's having 
come' to a resolution of admitting monuments 
there, upon a liberal and magnificent plan, that 
Cathedral was afterwards fixed on as the place 
in which a cenotaph should be erected to bis me- 
mory : -and -in die Cathedral of his native city of 
Lichfield, a' smaller one is- to be erected^ To 
compose his epi^h could not but excite the 
warmest competition' of genius*. If Imtdarih 

mis hadkehuH obm^. It parlloDlarij examined 

ortho nod aaj^oindi^TOoe of the infidel in thdrlut^anis this 
ms iirnsfiated by conln^ng the desth of Dr. Johnson and Mr. 
Home: tho toxt ms Job xxl. SS— SO." ' 

^ rrhis mdnnment bas been dnoo craeted. It consists oT a Me- 
dsIlioD, irith a tablet beneath, on vhiob is this insoripSon : 

"The friends of Sahobi. Johrson, LIaD. 

A natiTo of Liidifield, 

Hreotod this Monnment, 

, As a tribnto efrespeet * 

To the menmy of a man prextenaire leaming, 

A distlngnished moral writer, and a rineere Christian. 

He died Dee. 1^1784, aged VA" At] 

* The Bercnnd Dr. Parr, on being requested to nndertake it, thus 
expressed himseirin a letter to vniuam Sowwd, Esq. 

**1 learo this mighty task to some hardier lOid some abler writer. 



S9]2 THE LIFE OF 1784'. 

Had fitiich an accumnlation of literary faoDOurs< 
after bis death. A TOrinon upon that' event "iras 
preached in St Mary^s church, Oxford, before 
the| University, by the Reverend Mr. Agntter,'6f 
Mi^alen ,Cpll^*. IHe Lives, the Memoirs, 

image. I'oan omimanite a boat by Mr. Nolldieiia, and* lhe.niaiqr 
ofliata irhioh are made fiom tt; aeveial- plotoras by Sir Jroahna Rcy- 
nolda, finom oneof iffaiob. In die poaaeMon of the Duke of Donat, 
Mr. Hnmpbrn'exeonted a bmnliflil miniatnra In enamel: one by 
Mn.nanee8 Beynolda, Sir Joahda^ aiater: one by Mr. Zdbnu i on? 

■ one.Iqr 'Mr. Oplei and tbe -IbUoiring encniTioga of his p^ait: 
1. OnebyCodce,lhim ffir Jodina, fbr the Praprietora' edition of bis 
fiilio Diotionaiy.— O l; One rram ditto, bj dittos for tbeir qaorto edi- 
tion.^-& -One from 0|iie, by Heath, iw.Harriaon’s edition ofUa 
Diotionaiy.— it One llrom ^ollekena* boat of him, ^ Bartoiomd, for 
Fielding’s quarto edition of his Diotionaiyir-fi. One amail, fiom. 
Harding, .by Trotter, for his " Beaiifioa.”- 7 e. One- small,. Aom: Sir 
Josbna. by Trotter, for bis “ Liros of the Poets.”— 7. One small, flem 
Sir Joanna, by Hall, for tlie " Rambler.*'— 8. -One small, ftom an oit 
ginal dratnng, in the posaesaion of Mr. John Simea etched iqr Trot- 
ter, for another edition of his'** Urea ofthe Fbets.**— O. One small, 
jno.pdntei^ pame^ etehed by Tqrlor, fin* hia ** Johnarahma.**— iO. 
One folio whole length, with hia oak stiok, as doserfbed in Roswell'S • 
** IVmr,** drawn and etehed Iqr lVotter.F-11. One lain miaantinto, 
ftom Sir Joshpa, i^Donghty^lS, One luge Roman head, ftom'Sir 
Joahna, byMsnhb — 19..0iieoataTa, holdings book to hia eje^ ftom 
Sir Joanna, by Hall, fbr bis woifcs.^ — ^14. One smaii, fiom a drawing- 
ftom the lifo^ and engisred by lYotter, -for Ms Lib pnSlished by 
Kearaley^ — 1& One laige, ftom Opie, by Mr. Towni^ (brother w 
Mr. Townlqr, of the CramoDs\ an Ingenions artiat, who resided 
some time st'Beriln, and has tea hononr of bdiw engmrer to bis 
Mqjesty the Mng of Pmaala. This ia one of the floeat menotintas 
fhot ever was ezeonted; and what rendera it AT estraordinaiy vainer * 
the plate was destroyed alter ftmr or five impressiona on^ were taken 
oK One of them fa in the ponaasion of Sir William Scott Mr. 
Townley baa lately been prevailed wHb to ozconte and publish 'ano- 
ther ofthe aamo, that it msy be more generelly cdronlated among the 
admirers of Dr. Johnson.— 1& One laige, fiinn Sir Joahnala 'first 

C iotnro of him, ly Heath, for tUS woririn martih — 17. One octavo^ 
y Baker, for the ootavo edition.— ;IE Aad one fbr/' LavBlei*s Es- 
says on Fliyrfognomy,'* in wbibh Johnaonla oonnienance h analysed 
upon the mndples of that Ikndfol wiiterir-Tfaere are also several 
seals wllhliis heu eat on them, partienlwly a veiy fine one by that 
eminent artist, Edward Bomb, Eaq. R. A. in fhepoaae^od of the 
younger Dr. (fowles Bnmoy. 

Let me add, as aproof of the popniarity of bis ohaiaoter, that there 
am copper pioeesatmok at Miuingiiam, with his head impressed on , 
them, which pass enmnt as halQienoo there and in the nefgfabonring 
parts ofthe oonnfiy. 

It ia not yet pnbIfobeiL — ^In a letter to me, Mr. Agntter shi^ 
"My sermon Iteibratbonnivenlfy was more engaged wiui Dr. John- 
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The character of Sasiuel JoHirsoN has, I tras^ 
been so developed in the course -of this work that 
they: who have hononred it^tha perusal -may 
be considered as well acquainted -with him.' -As, 
however, it may be expected 'that 1 should col- 
lect into one view the capital and distinmisHing 
featn:^ of this-extraordmai^ man, I'sh'afi-'rad^ 
■vour to acquit n^s.elf of that part of biogra- 
phical undertaking ^ however difficult it may be 
to do that which many of my readers will do 
better for themselves. ' - • • ' • • ^ 

' His figure was'laige and’ well fbrmed, and his 
countenance of the cast of au ancient statue ; yet 
-his appearandewas rcnd^d strange and some- 
what uncouth, by .convulsive cramps, by.Ae scars 
of that-distemper which it was once, imagined the 
royal toudi could cur^ 'and by, a slovemy mode 
of dress. He-had the use only of' one eye ; yet 
so much does mind govern and even supply the 
deficiency of organs that his ^ual perceptions, 
■im far' as they extended, were uncommonly quick 
■ • “ • * • 
.iriiom these liaw irate obUi^iigly aorniqniiieate^ raqpaRto ue fo idA 
the iUlowlnp nmufc: 

" In jnifioe to the late Mir. Xlood, now fafansdr wnntins and Udly 
meritiiqr an (^itaph ftoni hb connby, to wbiob bb tiamoendent 
talenb^ the Uf^esI hononr ai well as the most important eervioo^ 
it ahonld 'be obser? ed that then lines wen ^ no means Intended 
as a ngdlar montamental insnlption to Dr. Johnson. Had he mi- 
dortalito to Write an t ippnqiitatad and dberiminatiTe to 

that exoeibnt nd ntraardlnaiT man, ifaose'whb knew Mr. Aood's 
rigonr df mind will ban no donbt that he woidd have pradnoed one 
worthy . of Ips |I|nstrh)ns snlgeat. But the flwt was mere^ this: In' 
Deo. 1789^ altar a larp snhsoi^on had been made to Dr. Jobnsonls 
mimnment, to wUitfi lb. Flocd libenlly oontribnted, Mr. Malonb 
h^poned to oall on'hiin at bbbonse in -Beinen Street and theoon- 
Tonarion taming on the .prapoaed monnment; Mr. Malone main- 
tidned that the mtaphi ^ whamsoover it should be Vriftfen, bnrft 
to be in Latin. Mr.'fIoba thongbt dilbnntiy. The next monlinK’, 
in.the postairiptto a n,oto on another snhf^, he ntantioned tlqd,lio 
continned of the sanie* opinion as on the prabeding darjand snbioined 
tae lines 'above g^ran.” 

-■'Ail do not dee'aq^ieaaontogive a dUtaent'oharhbter of my 
in^t^a fiieid now fim arM 1 fonneriy^gavo, the greater part 
oTthc aketbh of .hihi in' my ^ Jonraal 'of a Toiir to the Hebride^is 
hen adopted. 
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laadato viro be praise irhich is highly estimable, 
I .ghonlii DOt foiigive myself -were 1 to omit tiie 
following sepnichral. verses on the authour of* 
The English DxgtionaiIy, written by the Right' 
HoEonirableHmiry flood 

**No-need ofLatin or of Greek togiBca 
■ .O.np JoHRSOM*! memoi;, or inscribe hb graTo; 
lib native language obima this monnAiI spsoo^. 

To pay the immortality he.gave.'* 

* ■ • • a • 


The varied and 'sblendonr of Johnson's attainment^ the pecnlbrilbs 
of {lb eihnniMor, nb private virtnos, and hb'lHmdiy nnbueations, fill 
me with eonfliSion and dismay when I nifleot npon the confined and 
diiSeiiif spoties of oompoaitidn'in whieh alona' can be expressed^ 
with proprieb, npon bis monnmonL" 

Snt.l.'nndersmpd ^t'fhb-gratt sidiolnr, and vramn. admirer of 
Johnson,' has yieldoilf to ideated aolioHations^ and exeented the very, 
diffienh nndeiibking. • > • • ' - 

■ [Dr> Johnson’s M9nnmont, conristing of a ColosaBl fignie leantog 
against a column (bntnot v^'stronxly lesembling him\ has 'riooe 
the death of bur anihonr Jbeon placed in 8L Paul’s Cathedial,' having 
been first opened to pnbliok 'riew, Felt.'l^ ITSOt ■ The ^itiiph vnrn 
written,^ the pr;Ptet’fi^b u ibilows: 

• -A’ X O • 

' ■ SABtVBU'IOHNBON. 

■ GBiaaMATICX) •BT • CBITIC Q 
SCBIFTORVM •'AKGUCORVM • LFTTBR ATE • FBRITO ' 
PGETAS • LVBUNXBVBr BBNTBNTIARVM 
ET-.- POlfDBRIBVS • VRRB ORVM • ADMIRARILl 
' ' hlAGISTRO •VIRTVTJS • GRAVlBSniO 
' * HOMINJ'' OPTIMO ‘ET’SINGYLARIS* EXEMPLI 

•QVI • VIXIT • AMN * uoev • mats* ll • DIEB • XiilL- 
•nBniaMiT .imni. |iTBngiHrnn - AWW'O HHIOT*Je»l Bte»ia xxiiiI 
SEFVM • IN * aim • SANCT • PKIB . WBBlUONASTERIElfS 
xiil-KAL* TaN FAH-'ANN- CHHIS T ■ Je » Ibao'* laxxv 
AMICI *Er • 80 DALE 8 '' UTTEBARIl- ' 
PECVNIA • CONLATA 
H • M:* FACIVND • PUBAVEIL 

.On a scroll.in hb band are the iblloiringifords:. 

BNUAKAFEZSmONpNANTAfpOZEIHAUOIBH 

On one ride of the monument — P a ciebat Jobarnbs Bacon, 

* 8 CVLFTOB, Ann. ChBIST. U.PCC.LXXXZV. 

The 8nbaoripliDn ibr this monnitipnt, vhidi cost deven 
guineas, was hegnn hr the Litbsart Club, and com|deted py the 
aid of ur. Johnson’s other fiiends and admirers. Mi] , 

. > To prevent any miscqneepliQn mi this snlgecl, Mr. Malone, -by 
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casioned'‘hi8 appe&riog somewhat : anfavourable 
* to prevaleace bf-that' noble freedom ’of senti- 
ment which is' the best possession of man. Nor 
can it be’ denied that he had many prejudices; 
which; however, frequently suggested many of 
his pointed sayings, that rather show a pla^ulness 
of fancy than any settled malignity. He was 
steady and inflexible in maintaining the obliga- 
tions of rdi^on and morality; both from* a re^ 
gard for the order of society, and from a venera- 
tion for the Great Source' of all order; correct, 
nay, stem in his taste; hard to please, and easily 
offended ; impetuous and irritable in his temper, 
but of a most humane and benevolent heart*, 
which showed itself not only in a most liberal 
charity,: as for as his circnmstauces would allow, 
bnt in a thousand instances of active henevolence: 
He yras afflicted with a bodily disease, which 
made him often restless and fretful; and with a 
constitutional melancholy, the clouds of whicli 
darkened the brightness of bis foncy,^ and ^ve a 
gloomy- cast to his whole coarse of thinking ; we) 
thereiore, ought not to wonder at his sallies of 
impatience and ^passion at any time; especially 
when provoked by obtrasive ignorance or pre- 
suming-petulance; and allowance must be made 
for his uttering hasty and satirical sallies even 
against his best friends. And, surely, when it is 
considered that, *' amidst sickness and sorrow,” 
he exerted his foculties in so many works for 
the beneflt of mankind, and particularly that he 
achieved the great and admirable Dictionary of 
our language, we must be astonished at his reso? 


* In Iho OBb PeAida, a eollcotion of Eisayn ppbihhed at Oxibrd, 


mmm 


Ibllovlng paHm is endnently hqpmr^-^'To rqjeet wisdom bo- 
cann the peison orhim who fBommnnioatos it is nnoonth and his 
manneis an ineiegant^-what is it, bnt to thmw awi^ a ^neapple, 

■nd BS!dgnfor anasonthe longhness ofits eoatV* 

# - • 
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and. .accurate. So -morbid -was his temfierameDt 
that he never knew the natural joy of a free and 
Tigorons use of his limbs : when he.- walked,- it 
was -like the struggling gait of one< in. fetters; 
when he rode, he had -no command or direction 
■of his horse, but was carried as if in a ■balloon.' 
-That with his constitution and -habits of life .he 
should have lived sevehty-five years is a proof that 
an inherent vimda vis is a powerful .preservative 
of the human -fiama ; . . . 

Man is, in gener^ made up of contradictory 
qualities : and. these v^l ever show tliemselves in 
strange' succession where a consistency, -in ap-. 
prarance at l^st,-if notin'.reality, has not;b^n at- 
tained 'bydong habits of philosophical diftcipliDe. 
•In proportion to the native .vigour of the -mind, 
the -contradictory- qualities will be the- more pro-- 
miuentj.and more difficult to be adjusted;. and, 
therefore, w.e are not to wonder &at Johnson 
exhibited an -eminent .example -of, this remark 
which I have made upon human naturel -At dif- 
ferent times he -seemed a different man in some 
Respects'; not, however, in any great or essential 
.article upon. -which he had fully employed, bis 
mind, and -setded certain principles of dnty,-but 
only in his manners, and in the display of argn- 
jnent -and iancy in his talk. JSe -was -prone to 
•superstition, but not to credulity. '‘Though bis 
imagination might incline him .to a belief of the 
iroarvellous and the mysterion^ his vigorous rea- 
son examined the evidence with jealousy.' ' He 
'-was a sincere '-and zealous 'dhristian, of high 
'Church of Hngland and monarchical 'pHnciples, 
wihich he would not tamely suffer to be .ques- 
tioned; and had, perhaps, at an early period, 
narrowed bis mind somewhat too mndi, both' as 
to -relision and politicks. His being impr^sed 
with the danger of extreme latitude in mther, 
though he was of a very independent spirit, oc- 
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smtiiAciit &nd.acatc 'ob^rvatioDt* conveyed in 
harmonious and ehei^tick vers^ parti'cufarly- in 
heroick conplets. Though nsnaliy gitivei and 
'even' awful in his deportmenti he possessed un- 
common' and peculiar powers of wit and humour;' 
he frequently indulged himself in colloquial plea- ' 
santi^ ; and the heartiest merriment was qften 
enjoyed in his company; with this great adVan- 
4age, tliat it was entirely free from any poisonous 
tincture of vice or impiety, it was salutary^ to 
those who shared in it He had accustomed liim- 
'self lo such accuracy in his common converea- 
‘tion’ that he at all times expressed his .thoughts 
with great force and an d^nt choice of lan- 
guage, the effect of which was aided by his .hav- 
ing a loud Toice, and a slow deliberate utterance. 
In 'him were united a most logical head with a 
most fertile imagination, which gave him an ex- 
traordinary advantage in arguing: for he could 
reason close or widc^ as be saw best for the mo- 
ment Exulting in his intellectual strength and 
dexterity, he could, when he pleased, .be . the 
greatest sophist Uiat ever contended in tlie lists 

*,Tbongli a perreot resemblwicc of Johnson Is not to be fbnnd in 
bay age, nuts of his chancter aro admiiabty osptessed by Claren- 
don, in drawing that of Lord Falkland, whom tiio noble and mas* 
teriy historian dcscriboi at his seat near Oxford:— ^ Such an im- 
monseness of wit, andh a aoUdity of judgment so inGnite a fhney, 
bound in by a moat logical ratiodnntlon.— Hu aeqnaintanee' was 
enitirafed qr iho most polite and aconmte men, so that his honso 
was aUniveisity in lessToinme; wbitber they came, not so mnoh Ibr 
repose as stndy, and to cxeniino and reDne those grosser pronosi- 
tionr^.whicb ladness end consent made onmnt in conveisatfon." 

BayleTa aoeonnt of Gfeaue may also bo quoted es exeeedingiy 
applioeble to the great eobleet of this work^' His illnstiioos 
fiionds creoted a Tory ntoiions monnment to him in tlio eolloction 
ontitied Tboso who judge of things ariglit will confess 

that this colleoGon is Tory proper to ebow the oxtciil of gonins and 
learning which was the eharaeior of Menage.. And 1 may bo bold to 
say, that the exeelbatimrKrAeimUMnlirtllmt HttbfgmiAKm/nm 
vthr naraed men to oAmifageoiu^ or fXif. To pnulish booioi of 
gree t learning, to make Oreck and Latin veiaes, exceedingly well 
ywood, fe not a common talent, I own ; ndther is it exlremoly rare 
It is ineomparsbly more diffieult to God men who can Gindsn dis- 
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liition. ■ The sol^n text, •" of him to .whom mtich 
is given,' mncb will be required,” seems^to. have 
bem ever prifesent.to his mind; in a rigorous .sense,* 
and. to ;have made; him dissatisfied witli-.bis la- 
bours and- acts of goddness, bowevjer compam- 
tively great; so diat the unavoidable cons.ciouct: 
ness of bis superiority was, in. that, respect, .-a 
cause of disquiet- He siifiered so much from, 
this, and' from' the gloom -which 'perpe.tuall^ 
haunted- him 'and made' solitude frightful, tbut it 
may be said of him, **If in this -life only he bad 
hope, he was of all men most. miserable.” .He 
loved praise when it was brought to him; but 
was too proud to seek for- it He .was somewhat 
snsceptible of flattery. As he was genjsral and 
unebnfined in his studies, h'e cannot be considered 
as .master of any one particular science; but he' 
had. accumulated .a vast and varions collection of 
learning and knowledge, which was so arranged 
in his mind as to be evjSr in readiness to .be . 
brought forth. But his superiority .over -other 
learned men consisted chxcmy in what may be 
called the art of thinking, the art of using his 
‘mind; a certain continue power of seiaing the 
useful substance of, all that he knew^ and exhi- 
biting -it in a dear and fohnbl'e manner;- so t^t 
knowledge, which w.e -often sea to be no better 
than InmbOT in men df dull understanding. Was,- 
ip him, .triie^ evident^ and actual wisdom* His 
moral precepts are praCtitml; for they, are drawn 
from an intimate acquaintance with human na- 
ture. His maxims .carry conviction; fbr they are 
founded on die basis of common sense, and a very 
attentive and minute survey of real life. His 
mind .was so full of imagery that he might have . 
been peipetudl'y a poet; yet it is remarkable 
that, however rira his prose is in this respect, bis 
poetical pieces in general have not much of that 
splendour, but are rather distinguished by strong 
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of declamation; tind, from a spirit of contradio- 
tioD» and a delight in 'showing his powers, he 
would often maintain the wrong side with equal 
warmth and in^nuity ; so that, when there was 
an audience, bis real opinions could seldom be 
'gathered from his talk: though, when he was in 
company witli a single friend, he would disenss.a 
subject with genuine ibimess ; but he was too 
conscientious to make erronr permanent and per- 
nicious, by deliberately writing it; and, in all his- 
numerous works, he earnestly inculcated what 
appeared to him to be tlie truth; his piet^r being 
constant, and the ruling principle of all his con- 
duct. 

Snell was Sabiuel Johnson, a man \vbose 
talents, acquirements, and virtues were so extra- 
ordinary tliat the more his character is considered, 
the more he will be regarded by the present age,, 
and by posterity witli admiration and reverence. 

eonne abont an infinite inunbor ot thinga, and who can diTCisifr 
Uiom a liniidrad wajs. How matg antboun aro Ihcra who ‘an ad- 
mired for thoir works, on aeeonntofthe vast leaniing timt is displayed 
in them, who are not ablo to snstaln a conTetsaUon. Iboso who 
know Bienago onW Igr his books might think bo resembled those 
learned men: bnt it yon show the Menagiann, yon distingnish him 
from thorn, and mnko him known by n falmt which.is g^ven to TOiy 
fbw icarnod men. llion U appears tlist bo wak a man who spoke 
oiT-ban'd a timnsand good things. His momoiT extended to what 
was anoient and modem; to tbo oonrt and to tno city; to the dead 
and to the tiring langoagM; to ibinga sorions and things jocose; in 
a word, to a tbonsand sorts of snlyicots. That whioh appeared a 
trifle to some roadora of tbo Mem^utiu, wbo did not consider dr> 
enmstances, eamed admiration in other roadois, who minded the 
ffitihrenee lidweca what a man speaks withont pr^iation, and that 
whioh ho prepana lor the press. And, fherciore, wo cannot anffl- 
oiontiy command the oare whioh his Utnstrions (Itionds took to creet 
a moonmont ao eapablo oT string him immortal gloiy. Tbqy were 
not obliged to notify what thqy bad beard him any ; for, in so ddng, 
they bed not been lUtbihl historians of his conrersalion.*’ 
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Birdf, ihcir mienilion. ii. litS, S.'kO. 
Bitbora. ir. 44,' 4i. See Chift» 
Bbekfrim Bridjsr, i. S95, n. 
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BUrMorkb tioelty, i. 599. 
Btaekmoir. Sir Iticlnnli af<Med m 
In* * Grcadim,' n. 330. 

JdbiiMn** 

Life «r, iv. St. 
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- ■■ ■ - Ephraim, nbpropoid for 
hb’Dictiowy (probably fiir tho 
aecond edition m it), and Sir IT. 
Templek wriflngi eontribnted to 
fimn JohMonk ityle, L 174. 

■ — — ■ ■ Sir Roberb B. 863. 

■ — Jdinion’a letten to hhn, , 
i. 281. 

SirWillhm,iv. 155. ‘Hf 

roiek E^fltf to 1dm approved by 
Jdniion,iv.79. 

Chander, Antony, E*q. BL 188. 
Chapone, Mia. i. 157. . 

■■JohMonk letter to, iv. 8^ 

ChaiadCi^Johiiionk on Dr. Bernard, 

. Irfird BidioprfLiniorid(,iv. 161. 



*Drr1hiemirt on Doalh,* ii. 1C6« 
Dnim|!Dl4| CoIodpIi iL <101. 
Drrimmonil, Mr. '\miiam, Jolin*mi't 
Mten to, IL 40, rf 
. 1 — , — ... Dr. iii. {U, SOS. 
Dnwkennev. Sro IIIrc. 

Uiyden, Johnson’o Ufe of, Hi. 70, 
819; ir. 11. 

romnatod with Pope, ii.80, 

iv. 10. 

— fan fomotimni a profimility 
wridch Pope cmdd ncrrr leacb, it. 
SO. 

■ ■ — lih otjrlo carily diMiainiiilird 
from that of Dtlirr»,*ni. SOS. 

— lii»d»rripUonoflHc,ir.Stl. 

■ - -- lihrlaneuratM'invCaflVfi 
Ifonte, iii. 70. 

■ Ins Gnm on toyal intmoase, 

B-ses. 

■ lii« l^nloEocis ii. S£7. 

pncrlcd liimaclf obont pre. 
deitinationi iii. 319. 

DorlUnp, H. 101; ir. 177. 170, n. 

Du Hdde*a * Aceoant of Oiina,* ii. 
64. 

DBnbir,Dr. Hi. 437. 
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FJd, Mr.iH.3S’. 

Eiilunk, Patrids, Lord, Hi. 84,450. 
EHot, Edmfd. of IMrt liliot (fint 
l/ird),ir.4r,S98. 

Elimhclh, Qoren ofEngland, mtr of 
her Icainin?, Hi. 4.50. 
£IUsMr.Jnhn,Hi.S7. 
rJidumtonr, Mr. Jamc^ hi* edition 
of * The Itnmliler,' i. 10.5, 179. 

« ■ ■■ ' ■ — JoliB*m's Irtten to, i. 
10.5—100. 

Elnl, llie rnthmlmt, ii. 168. 
Emistation. iii 836. 

Emmett, Mr*, the oetre»s H* 493. 
EncH'li I'orlii, the octrelion of them, 
for the fteneral aod coUceted edi« 
lion of their wmli, made hr tlie 
book*ellen, and not Inr John*on, 
iii. 378. 

Entaibtii. 411,431. 

■ ■■■. " Johmon'* lettcn on, ii. 413, 
410, 4£0. 

Envy, iii. 878. 

Epilopie to * The Dbtreised Mother,' 
i.88. 

5ee Dbhopt. 


EpiMnra^ in. 373. 

Epilnpit*, K*»ay on, 1. 109, 876. 

Dnnchd, PmeV, written primarily Eiasnm*, Joliii*nnb opinion of Ida 
for fame, ii. 336. * Ciceionianu.,* ir. 319. 

DBnrombr|Mlli;aro,£*q. iii. 313. — n pa^sase of hi* applied to 

Duodof, Riaht Hon. lleniy, Hi. 816. 


Domun;;, Mr. Iiis liiph eampUmenl 
to Jolimon, HL 844. 

Dnry, Major-Gcnend Almnder, i. 
879. 

Dyer** * Fi«rre,’ ii. 4.51. 
Dyer,5amacl,Eiq.ii. 86 , 11 .; ni.4.N0. 

EA(TeR,fi.S; iii. S3. 

Erononqr, ie. ISO. 


Jolimon, iv. 864, n. 

EnKinc, Hon. Tlionm*,ii. 176. 

— — ~ Hon. Andrew, both n cood 
poet nwl a eood rriiick, iii. 155. 
E^ex Head Club. Sec Club. 

* Eupenio,’ a poem. ii. Sll. 
Enmelian Club. See CM. 
Entopeon Mapwine, i. 304. 
lSxri*r, Jolimonb definition of, i. 
s I.S R. 


Edinbiiipli lt<qfii1 Society Tiainae- Execuiion of criminal!, ir.t56> 
ilom, almird critidsm on Jolimon Ifiiiiibitlon of paliitinp*, i. S07. 
hi, iii. 470. a. 


Edneotion, i. 63, S85, 398; ii, 19, 
406, 438; iiu 14, 178, 359. 

■' — ■ Jobnvon of o|iiiiion tiiat 

we eadit not to iq/iae loo mocii hi 
the edoeafion of out children. Hi. 
173. 

Edward*. Thoma*, Eaq.*hb Canma 
of Giiiicitm,' i. sii, a, 

■' — _ Ror., Dr. Johoionb letter 
to, iS. 368. 

- — — Sir. (Jolinsonb fellow col- 
IcshiDk anecdote! of, iii. 304— 
309; ir.30. 

of New Enpland, iii. 893. 

EgllatoDBC, Alexander, Earl of, H. 

73; iH. 198. 

EEOtlim,iU.ir6. 


Fable, ikctcb of one, by JoliDion, 
ii.833. 

Falconer, Rev. Sir a Scotdi non* 
Jnrini; hMiop, iii. 37.1. 

* Iwe Alarm.' See Johiimf! Pell* 

ileal J’amMele. 

* Falkland ■ uhmds,' H. 137. 

Fhiae, i.384; iii. 865. 

Familie*, old, ropeet doo to them, 

n.l5&^ 

Fhrmer,Rcv. Dr., Johuoal! letleia 
to, y. 115; Hi. 438. 

Farqiiliar, in Joliiisonl! opinion, n 
poet of eonsidmble merit. Hi. 
453. 

Failing, ita efrecti on one of the fOp 
then,U. 437. 
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Coverley, Sir Aoger de, S. SGT. 
Cowlqr» JolnsoD'ii Life of, iv, 6. 

■ ■- sthe edition of hii ideet 

works In Bfaihop^Hard, BL S9. 

Cncetei^ TbomaSiEsq. Us great eol- 
leetion Englisli poetij^ iiL 16!« 

■■ tlie lives of the Tnt^ hy 
SUeids and Cibber, eoni|nted from 
Ids mannseriptB. SL 16S,«. 
Cnbbe,RevJlr.bis*'Viluge,'iv.l44« 

Cndoek, Joseph, Esq. iiL 87. 

Craven, Xsdy (now Maigrevlne of 
Anqmeli), IB. 87. 

Croi^ Eev. Herbert, Iv. 866. 

— — Us'liibofYonn&’lv. 86. . 

Cromwell, tlie Usntper, Johnsonb dfr 
rign of writing Ids Lift^ hr. 800. 

Crosbie^ Sir Andrew, B. STS. 

Cronch, UrB.lv. -191. • • 

Cronss^ i. 101, 118. 

CmBciliank, Ur. Johnionb letter to, 
iv.S{0& 885. 

Cnllen, Dr. iv. 889. 

Cnmberiand, Siebard, Eiq. ilL 41; 
iv.SSG. 

Comtes^ the qnosHoa of lairing thidr 
salaries disenssed, IB. 148. 

Dauituvu, Sir John, Ids * Me- 
moiia/ IL SIS. * 

Sir Darid. Seo XZsi/es; 

Lord. 

Dalael, Mr. Professor of OrNk at 
Edinbnqdii iv. S56. 

Dartincuf, ii. 446. 

Davlci^ Mr. Tbomas, diameter and 
anecdotes of, i. 414; BL SS8, S.*!!, 
454; iv. 195. 

Juiinsonb kind Ictten to, iv. 

195, 835. 

— — his * Uemoiia of Garrick,’ Bi. 
436. 

Dawkim^ »Esq. the traveller, 

iv.93. 

Drane^ * Fntnra Xiib of Bintei^’ E 
6S. 

Death, reflectiomtion, i. 886; ii. 108, 
195, 196; iH. 158, 314; Iv. 947, 
366. See Jukum. 

Debts, eontractine them, the soarae 
ofmneh eril and calamity, iv. lig, 
185. 

DcdicatlonsPrefaecsiIiilrodnetions 
&'r. by Johnson, and reniailn on, 
1. 115, 191, 135, 145, 148,183,904 ; 
U. 14, 907, 893; IB. 118; iv. 391. 

Defoe, Daniel, Hi. S69. 

Dctaneyb 'Observation on Swift,* 
HL 959. 


Dempster, Geo. Esq. i. 870 : B. 807. 

Denms, John, Ids critied wow worth 
eoUeeting, Bi. 89. 

Derby, some pertieidan rdating to, 

m.ie7. 

Derridc, Samnel, Esq. L 334, 887, 
388,889; iv. 159. 

Deamottlins,'Urs. i.'82!. iBB ; Bi. 994. 

Devaynes, John, Esq. iv. S4E 

Derib BL 897. 

Ids influence upon the souls of 

■ men, iv. 959. 

Devondiirei, Duke of^BL 190; iv.SSS. 

Duchess of, iv. 393. 

Diamond, Ur. i. 198. 

Dibdin,.Ur. ii. 119. ' 

Dick, nr Alsoiander, letters elj iBi 
100; iv. 999. 

— Johnon'S pnisc of Ids libendily 
as a Scotdmian,' Bi. ISO.* 

Dietionaiy of the English Lsimnee, 
Johnsmh, i. 148— 147,395; ti. 158, 
i — first pub- 


fished, i. 941. 


of, i. 958. 


epigram on, i. 948. 


.. epitome 
— Gairickb 


• Ur. Haiw 

lis, of Sdishmy's praise oL Bi. 115. 
Diliy, Messis. HL 6^ 109; iv. 8E ■ 
- — Johnson'S letters to. Hi. 197, 
395; iv. 994. 

Diomed, bis ththerik noble eximrta* 
tiod to him in Uic Iliad, iL 131. 
'Distressed AloUicr,' Jobnsonb epL 


loene to, i. SB. 
Dixie, r 


Sir Ifolstan, BarL i. 50. 

Dodd; Rev. Dr. Hi. 143, 145—153. 

Jolmsonb asdstanco to him, 

iu. 143, r( seq. ' 

Johnson'S opinion eonceiaing 

him, iv. 173. 

— — Johnson’s letters to him. Hi. 
149, 159. 

Dodington, GeoreeBubb, E<q,(aftrrw 
wards Lord aieleombei, iv. 97, a. 

Dodsiqy, Robert L 89; li. 446; iH. 
464. 

Dop do not compare, H. 96. 

Dominicettib ImUis, iL 100. 

Dessie, BIr. BL 456. 

Douglas, Rev. Dr. (Bbbop of Salts- 
im7},L 189, 345,367; Iv. 946. 

Doinmis eause, H. 59. 

Drake, Sir Fmeis, Joluvon'S Ufs 
of, L 109. 

Dranghls, came of i. 961. 

Dreams, Hi. 451. 
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Gcoiii;cI.(Kini!)iil>S4S* , 

. • II. nnil Coltry Ciblirr, e|>{« 

pam on, by Jobiwmi i. ItO. 

. ■ ■ ■- HI. Ill* arci*<ira awl rbv 
neter,i.S96.SI>£rS15i ibM; iii. 

■ ' ■IILJobaMiiVi intonlew witbf 

ii.47. 


GMaiHinr Kbwl, Jobuon^ phn oT 
b&V 

Omnpr, Rev. Mr. hi* ' Itiognphical 
Itbtofyi in. 09* 

Otanvlllc, Joliu Cartrivti Earl, ii. 

IID: anrcdoie of, iii. 4517. 
Grattan, Hrmy, Eii<|. liK oratoiy 
rnmimi, ir. £81. 


GIihU,*u '.W, SMj ii. tW», 18 H GrayV peviry, i. 313; ii. 33P,$37; 
iii. 334, e?9i iv. «!• 

Gibbon, lhlAanl,Eaq.ii. 74, a.347, Dr. Ii. n. , 

5GS* i*'*^?* Grcal men not land m JoliiKon a 

.* hi* inAlatim of John^aa** company, ami «hy, iv. 393. 

■tvir, iv. 361. Gterk, JobuionT* knowirage iv. 

Oib&oiik Dr* iVo 947« ?5do 

Gill^pir.Dr.roinidirdanDro Joltif GmiuMrAlticitardi of ticbfic1il,lus 
>ou« d*rv ir S29n tnit*riini| K* ditto 

JoInimnV p«i«e of hb riri- ‘ itiirr fiom Joinoon to him, 

nion,iv.339. ..***®^* 

Gi*boine, Dr. hh anrcdoto of Mr. Greenwich IliHpital, i. 393. 

B ninlit linn. Ge 


Filaherbtrt, hi. 154, n. 
Glomrarm, Jobmou’* fable of, n. 
S3S. 

- hi* Latin poem on, ii. 

833,11. 

Glntteny, i. 400: iv. 1T9. 
Geld«miili, Dr. Oliver, cimracter oC 
L350,&c. 

- anecdote* of, i. 319, 350, 

353,354,360; ii. 84, 58,87,181, 
818, 819, 833, 884, 895. 887, 833, 
856, 859; iii. 849, 854, 855^ 398, 
474. 

Ircatrd iiy Charlcf, the 


lint Loril Oamden, a* an ordinary 
nwn,i&3lS. 

~ ids death, iL 88& 

Jelmion’a epitaph* on iiim, llAnCAS Corpns, ii. 79. 


Grenvillej Rieht lion. George, iL 
137. 

Grctillr, Fbtke, l>q. hii ' Maaimfc’ 
iv. 878. 

GrieiMu, Mr. ii. 110. 

De Groot,a deieciidant of Orothi*, 
Hi. 186. 

Gratins HL 1C6. 

Grovr, Rev. Mr. iii. 39, 477. 

Onardian to cliiidren, inRlrnctioin re- 
letivc to the appoinlmeut of, Hi. 
400. 

Oflslavw Adolphn*, Horleb Life of, 
iv.48. * 

Gntbric, Ellliain, Erq. i. 81 ; ii. 61. 

Oityn, Mr. the architect, ii. 439. 


in.78,rf 


H.8SS. 


n Mo. 

hi* 5m* nela on Johnfon, 


■ Johmonl* opinion* of hbn 
and hh irarka, i. S17 ; H. 169, 189, 
197, 8118, 811, 817, 818, 835, 836, 
356; Ri.S6, 80^ 171, 849, 854, 878, 
467,472; iv.79. 

Good bKoding, perfecIr-Jn what it 
coMbi*, ii. 87. 

Good Fiid^Tii. 413; iLS54; 15.18, 
301. 

Gordon, Lord George, tiU 489. 
Gower, EuL ids letter to Swift in 
favow of johiwon, i. 95. 

Graham, Lord, iU. 

— Mbi(BowLi4yDaihwood}^ 

Gtainaer, Dr. Ida ' Si^ Cane,' I. 
413; H. 451. 

- hb * Ode on Solltede,' iH. 
SOI. 


llabil*, early, not oonqnmlile with* 
out DnrcmiUbiR exerlion, 0. 364. 
Hackman, Rev. Mr. iii. 384. 
HailesXroid, hi* and Jolimon'a opl* 
rdonofeacb other, i. 369, 384; iL 
804,378. 

■ - hw * Atinab itf Scotland,' IL 
880, 988, 335, 376, 378, 409 ; Hi. 
53,181,404: iv. 988. 

— hb opinion on enteib, iL 4l7. 

Help, Lord Chief Jmtice, anecdote 
o^iv.a78. 

Hell'S venerable John, Id* wnrka, iv. 
889. 

Hell, General, Hi. 363. 

— Mr*, iv. 60 l 

llemillon, Ridit Hon. WMiam Ge- 
rard, ii. 5; iv.Sll. 

Iih kindmaa to Johnson, 


iv. 811. 

J 

811, 338. 


Johmoul* letter* to, iv. 
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Famaleh raceenion of. deeXMofi; ncndi» Mn. Iv. IS. * 

n«ncli viiten, mpeificMI, md iriqr^ 
iL UT; i!L SM;-iT. SOS. 

- iMenage, Johnon^ knoW' 
ledge of, U. 86. 

' dielf nuimen end mithgi^ 

Fiction, ml and ori^nal, a very 11.198; in. SM; ir. SOS. 

the irorid,' Frendunra me big woidi ibr Hide 


Ahdol&sfnfc 
Feigmon, nr Adam, iL ITS. 

■■ the mtranomer, U. 100. 

Feudal Svitem,ii. 179 ; iii. ISO. See 
Fhfail. 


■mail quantity of it In 
It. 901. . 

Fieldiqg, compered with Blcbardion, 
ii. 481. 

■ ■ hh woifce, fi. 176. 

FingaL See Onleui. 

Fltiherbert, Mr. iU. 69. 154. 
Fligoiborae'k Letten, iv. 949, a. 
Flatinen^ Poema, iii. 99. 


matten^ i. 403. 

in genend know iftt more 


than women, Hi. 956. 

■ theb Utnatnre, fl. 197. ■ 

• a gron Hi bred peopiq. 


lH.a54;iT.909. _ 

Frederick ffl, Johmonb Lift ol^ i. 

, 85S. 

FleetStie^ i.^; U.SS8; uLSOS. Frienda and FVirndth^, i. 847; ii.' 
See Lomd/m. • 165; iii. 144. . 

[idmd le. i. 393. whether there are eqypivb^ 


r,iv.999. 


'tlmttiii^ 

afiitnre 


Flexnum, Mr. indez 

FImt, Se^ It. 70. bumu mh.,. w.w n... 

Flood, Rfaht Hon. Henry,' tiia be- - state, U. I65y 166. 
qnmt to DnhKn Unirenity, L 965. Frienddiip, depairted.L 846 ; Hi. 135. 

■ ■ Uh Epitaidi on Jofaunn, iv. ' ■ an ode, L i9<^ ’ 

394. Fhilarton,Coliiiel,ifi.357. 

Flojer,Sir J4hn,L 18; iT.819. FDtarBstateofmiin,H.164; hi. 90S. 

■ ... .mtUior of an eacdlent boidc « dUbrentdepeesoffaappinea 

on the mthma, iv. 319. in heaven, H. 19; Hi. 891. 

Flndyer, Bflv. Mr. H. 444. 

Foote, Samndl, anecdotes and cha> Oaminit H. 177; HI. 84. 
leeter of, H. 95, 96; Hi. 66, 94; * Gangonelih Letten^' HL 989. . . 
iv. 845. Gaiwnm, Mis. i. IM; iv. 91^ a. 

Fni,sd^caloneLOiilyhalfabean, Garrick, David, Ek|. anecdotes o^ 
iv.46. . 4 63—67, 198, 388, 338, 418; H. 

Foppeiy, never cured, fl. IT' ' “ 

Forbes, Sir 'Viliam, in. 39. 

Ford, the Rev. ConieUns, L 


8S» 87, 89, 898, 398, 469 ; iH. 34t 
68, 961, S66, SlS^ 387. 

- Ills Bheksposie JubDe^ fl. 

470. 

•' ■— Jofamoift opinion of him, fl. 
9^468; 18.34,68,961,865,313, 
387 o 

lids death, ifl. 879. 

Peter, Riq. fi. 31A 4614 465. 

Mn.fr 73 . • 

GeBtrBl,Mis. fl. 468. 

Ganbhiih Proftisor at Lqrdee,,his 
criterion of msdneii^ i. So. 

Genend Tfananti^ii. 78. 

htajornnal there, u. 88(4 dta. Gw, the Oiphem of bighwajmen, 
tiie reason aoigned vriw lie u. 364, a. 


never cured, fl. 131. 

. 83,336; 

H. 8 S 0 . 

Fordyee, Dr. Janm 4 855; lv.88S. 
Forrester, foione^ m. 89. 

*FontBrii Voyage to the Sontii Sea,' 
HI. 184. ‘ 

Fertunebantan, ii. 133. 

Forster, Mrs. Elfanibetii (Milton's 
grandsiighter), i, 181. 

Fn^ Right Hon. Charles Jame^, iii. 

965,968; iv.S61. 

Ftamoe, Johmottli vUt to, 3. 885. 

%_■_ 0 a »n _— MS m 


did not print an account m U GmtUkmimtmttaiimgaHUmau^ 
travels there, ii. 385. fl.8. 

- — ■ ■ hii o^mom of that eonntiy, Gentiliiy, ii. 7, 341. 

3.883,401. more riitnes among the 

Frimeba Horace, Hi. 357. liigher dassea tlian among those of 

Fkaiddiii, Rw. Dr. Us tiandadon of infriior tanks, UL 355. 

Lucian'S 'Demonaz,' nod Dediea- Geutlemanli Magaalne^ I. 77; in. 

tion to Johnson, iv. l. SSS. 

■ — Bajamin, his definition of Gentlewoman, one bom so, always 
man, HL 948. diitiegnUiable, H. ISb 
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Hoole^ John, Iris attention to Jirin* 
son, iv. Sl9t S85< 

■ ■ ■ ■ — the Her. Mr. iv. 8SS. 

Hope, life insnoporleble withont, i8. 
58. 

Hope, Dr. iv. 8S0. « 

Honcp, Johnson's tnmriations from, 
i.S5,S6. ^ . 

— — hb Odes cannot be peneetly 
tmiilBted, iH. S57.>— The tra^ 
tion bsr Dr. Fhuds eommonded, 
». 

Home, Rev. Dr. iL 445. • 

Home TookefMr. Joln^ iii. SS6. 
Hospitality, ni. 469. 

— ■— in London, ii. 994* 

Hoofriiton Galleiy, ir. 999. 

House of Commons, iii. S98, 957, 
SSS.408. 

. ■ ■ . . bow n coonsd 

sbontd address that assembly, iib 
9 < 0 . 

' Peers iii* 547. 


Howard, Oeneiai Sir Gcotin!, ii* 579. 

■ ■ - tlie Hon. Edwaid, a celO' 

biated eoaplet of his mbqooted, 
iLl09.n. 

Hndibtas, ii. 366; iii. 57. 

Hopcins, Mr. ir. 459. 

Uiinw, David, Esq. bis style Prcndi, 
1.874. 

Iris Scepticism, i. 370; ii. 19, 

107; iii. 157; iv.l60. 

his life, Si. ISO. 

■■■ — ■ ■ his disbelief ofa fntore state, 
S.107. 

Hamplmy, OAu, Esq. iv. SST, 988. 


Idea, the improper nse of that word, 
iii. 900. 

* Idler,' Johnson1i| i. 975. 

Jenyns, Soame, ins * Origin of Esril,' 
L959. 

■ his 'Evidence of tho Chtis> 
dan Helicon,* iii. 999. 

Impressions and inteimd impulses 
dangerous and deceitful, iv. 89. 

IneUtt in Segttamt tee. traced to its 
source, iv. 150^ n. 

India, the government o^ iv. 180. 

Infidu, an odious ebameter. Hi. 40gu 

- ■ sniteis, how to be treated, 

it.449. 

luMeli^, B. 85, 557. 

r-— — - eorduiml JiL 406. 

infloenee of tho Crown far Parlb* 
ment, B. 119. 

Inns^ii. 449. 

Inquisition, i. 598. 

Intelleetnal preeminence, the Irigli* 
cat superiorly, H. 197i 

nature ablioia a meausi. 


ii.143. 


men do not, like odiers, 
become namwin a narrow place, 
iii. S49. 

Johnson, Michael (Dr. Jiriinsonls fk* 
tlier), i. 11, rf ory. . 

■ - ' bis dratb, i. 46. 

— — Sarah (Dr. Johnsoifs mo* 
tber), JohnsouPs letters to, i. 981 

— — her death,'!. 980. 


NatlianicI (Dr. Johnson’s 

brother^!. 11 . 

Hnntcr, Mr. Jobnron'sichooIiKBtcr, JonKsox,Dr.Snmiel,liubittli, i.lo. 


i.19,90. 

■ Mbs, ir. 159, n. 


■ ■■ — — •■•o-w, evo Mo 

Hurd, Dr. (IIMiop of M'orecstei),i. 

SO; iii. S9, 951; ir. 157, 959. 
llinwy. Iter. Mr. John, iii. 371. 

■ - Rev. Dr. Thomas, ir. 383. 

lliittmi, Mr. iv. SSS. 

llnttou^i* History of Dprhy,'iii. 168, 

tt. 

llyporhondiia, i. 31. 

Jackson, llemy (one of Johmon'a 
rally fiirnilf}k iii. 131. 

Jarobitp, Johnsonls inecniont do* 
frnee of that rhaiartrr, i.3G7. 
Jackson. Mr. Johnsonls fckoolfvliow, 
Ii. 4M. 

James II. his rhararlrr, ii. 311. 
James, Dr. his * Modichal Diction* 
Biy,*l. Itft; iii. 93. 

———Iris dmih, iii. 7. 


touched hjr Queen Anne for 
die evil, i. 18. 

— goes to icliool at Uehfield, 
i. 18— at Slonrbridco,!, 93. 

enters at l*embroke Col* 


lege, Oxon, i. 31.— Leaves it. 1. 
46. 

beeomrs oshcr of Market* 


bonrorth sdiool, L SO. 

— ■■■ removes to Ritmincham, 1. 
JiO. 

— * marries Mrs. 1*orter, i. 60 . 

■ opens na academy nt Edial, 
i.63. 

— imes to London with Oar* 
lick, i. 67. 

— - a wtitcc in 'The Gentle* 
man’s Maearine,* i. 78, Ac. 

• — — endcavonis to ohlaih liie 
decree of A. M* to ept nsefcod, i. 
9X 
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HunDlon^ Pormi, Hi. 155. 
Hammond, Jamn, anihor of the 
* Elrgicf,' Ui. 461. 

Hanni^, Jonmi, i. 950 ; ii. 195. 
Happinen, ii. 19, 161, 165; ill. 49, 
S91. See Life. 

. — the reasonable Iiimo of n 

ligW fntniity, the only lolid Imsh 
ofnappincn, Hi. 364, 365. 

Harleian Misrrilany, i. 135. 
Haninpton, Dr. lib * Nugit Anttqurf 
ir. 148. 

——— Caroline, Countess ef, 

iii. 144. 

Hairih James, Esq. of Salfahuiy, ii. 
997; iii. 947. 959. 

• iib liipli pniiH! of Jehmonls 
Dietionaiy, iii 115. 

Tliomas, Rsq. proprietor of 

Covent Garden Theatre, iiL 114. 
Hartels ' Ilisleiy of Oii*laviM Adol* 
phm/L 194i li. 193; iv. 48, £99. 
Harwood, Rev. Dr. ilL 37. 

Hastie. See Srhaelmafter. 

Hsslinjis, \>*ancu, Eiq. cliaraeter of, 

iv. 39. 

- — hb letter to the anthonr, 

iv..'SS. 

... — .... Jolinson's letten ti^ iv. 35, 
36,37. 

Hawkcshmy, Eord, Jolmion's lottm* 
to, iii. 150. 

■ Iib Lordshipb bi^i opi- 

nion of Jolinson, Hi. 151. 
Hawkcswonh, Dr. i. 901. 

•— ■ hb ‘ Vtqraaes,' H. 950. 
Hawkim, Sir John, i. 147. 

remaiks on hb Ufo of 

Johnson, i. 9, 3, 159. 

' ■■ ■ contnidielcil and coirect- 
ed, i. 104, 194, 148, 153, 159, 169, 
183, 936, n. 985, 4tli iv. 340, 
341, 390. 

■ ■ ■ Rev. Hiomas, Foetiy Fro* 
Ihsiorat Oxford, iii. 969. 

Mr. Johnson’s tint instrne- 

torinLatin, i. 19. 

Hqy, Lord Charles, Hi. 467. 

Heard, the word, how to ho pro- 
iiormeed. Hi. 900. 

Beberdcn, Dr. iv. 193, 319, 390. 
Hebrides, Johnson's visit to, ii. 969. 

— ■ Johnsonb tonr to tiiem, H. 


304. 


— the pleasantest Journey he 
evermad&Oi. 91. 

Johnson^ ‘ Aceoimt of ids 

Jonmey,'fl. 806, 399, 363 ; Hi. 149. 
, 'Commended by every body 
on VBiiou gronnib. Hi. 149. 


Heetor, Mr. Edmnnd, {. 13 , 9J, 93^ 
50; ii. 457, 458, 459; iv.S51. 

— Johnson’s ktiers to, iv. 

115, 116, St.t. 

Verses m a Sprig of 


Myrtle, written by Johnson for 
him, i. 58. 

Hedy, Mr. and Mrs.iL 43; ir.3IO. 
Ud4 |>avcd with good intentbns, iL 
358, ». 

Helmet, Irani; out formerly, as a sign * 
of hospitality, iii. 975. 
llendenon, Mr. John, iv. 96& 

tho actor, iv. 

£09. 

Henry, the historian, shoald have eon- 
fined himseif to the history of man- 
ners, iii. 335. , „ 

*i/rraifimat RtdiHni,’ Campbcllls, 
i.S55. 

* Heroiek Epl*tle,’iv. 989. 
llerrey, Hon. Harry, i. 71. 

- lion. Thomas, ii. 4!^ 

Hieky, Mr. tire fiainter, ii. 340. 
Ilidiwoymrn, the question of shoots 
liii; them dbeussed, iii. 943. 

Higiier elawes, more ririnp fonnd 
among them than in inferienrsta. 
tions,iiLS55. • , 

Hill, Aaron, Esq. bis aeconnt or 
' Irene,’!. 154. 

Dr. John, hb works, ib 50. , 

Hbtory, and Hbiorbns, i. 369; b. 
363. 

■ ■ ■■ great abHitics not reqnbite 
for writinxit,i.S69. 

-of Alonclinter, by Whitaker, 


fbrtbe mostparta dream, HL 335. 
Beo //any. 

o - ■ of thcHonso of Yvwy pnui* 

cd, iv. 164. 

Hrwartb, i. 108. 

Hoiidnyi^ ii. 457. 

■ nono observed in SeoN 

land, ib. 

HolOs, Thomas, Esq. iv. 65. 

Home, Mr. Jolin,lib Parody enDer* 
riek. L 888. 

— _ hb proposed Hb- 
tory ofthe liringin 1745, iH. 166, *- 
Homer, Jolinsonb transtation fiom, 

*• sfi- 

. — eriiiqnes on, iiL 197, 959, 339. 
Hooie, John, hb • Ttsso,’ L 394. 

. lib ‘Ariosto, iv. 39. 

]ib'Cleoniee,'H. 999. 

■ Johnson’S letters to, H. 

999; iv. 396. ^ 

■■ entions imeedoto o^rv. 


155 . 
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4 Id 


JoiixfoK. lii» mmmr of composine 4oi»»»ox, liiii wann and aomctinu 

I.S irft on M vSiaYoMif MMtnffr. I. 11%. ^S/Tt IL 


liu otter woitei in. 9 >, a. 

»- new looked at 1 ii< * lla«> 
tdas’^ce il «u (i(»t pnlilMiedj 

iv.as. 

■ wrote fix flicet* of tnin>- 


laiim ftoni the Frenrli in one d^jr, 

W.9*. . , 

• wrote a hundred lines of 


rioteiit manner, i. 113, 39r; ii. 
108, m; Ui. 78, 993,539. 

hb pheabiG^,lv. 195» 

Ida dnriiy, Iv. 100. 
lib nceawontd jocularity, 

tt MO. . £9f ** 


i. 1&5, 990; ii. S3 ; iii. 74—7fi. 

hn inrairiable regard to 


the ' k*iinity of Unman Wbbea ' In 
a ^y, 8 . 95. * 

■ wrotererenly lines oflbo 


* Vanity of Human Wishes* in aday, 
witlioot nntiing one of them on 
paper, tifl all was iinbb>Ml, i. 140. 

wrote three eelnnins of 


tmlli,ii.4S5;iii.3r5. 

lib love of Ulde difldicn, 


Ms Undnen to tab aer^ 


iv. 16& 


vanti^ iv. 169. 

tab fondnen for animab 


the *GentIeniaiPs Mnsudne,* eon 
taininf! Patibinenlary Debate*, In 
an iwnr,iv. SOI. 

wrote ihtty-^dtt of the 


printed octavo paces of the * Ufa 
of Savage* at a littins, i. 197. 

■ ■■ — Id* style farmed on Sb 
Willtam TenipleV, a |iaper of 
Kpbmiffl Qiambers respecting the 
seemd edition of hb uletlenaiy, 
and Sirlboinas Browne, f. 174; 
18.960,0. 

•hb own remarks on, and 


wUeb he bad taken under lib pro- 
teelion, Iv. 163. 

■ ■— — » lib bow to an arditabhim, 

hr. 161. 

...» .i.— hb laii|di, IL 374. 

■— — hb vngamog to write the 
bbtoiy of the eutliour's family, iv. 
164. 

— »■ — hb respect to hbth and 

fhmily, ii. 139, 965 : ill. 3155. 

■- — ■ Ills lave of good eatins’, I. 
400; fiLdr; Iv. 953, 996. 

•> lib politiittl chonufrr and 


masterly viodiation of hb style, 
in. 178. 

' lib entnordhiaiy memo. 


iy,i.15,99. 

retained in it venes of 


obscure atithoarSfii. 135, n. 

hi* snpcriatira power of 


wit, il. «S8. 

■ " ■ fab deatcrity in retort, Iv. 

153. 

• - U* Gonvemfion otninent. 


^ opinion*, L 366, 570; il. 65^ 119; 
in. 160. 

hb pamplileb, i. 155; ii. 

119,137,150^516. 

For hb oflker irerte serf heir dMcrent 
fif/m. 

- ■■■ -hb eraeml diareetersnm- 
mod np by llie anthonr, iv. 559 . 

• catnlogne of hb werk^ i. 


ur. 


1 y dbtingiddied by fcGimdity of 
ni^i^iuid choice of langnage, iii. 

— . 1.1 . nothing of the eld man in 
it, 18.557; iv.159. 


eataingoo of works pro* 
posed to be CKcoled liy him, iv. 
359,553,554. 

— . stories to hb pn^ffieo 
refilled, iii. 190; iv. 190. See 
/fiwhfni ond Pioszi. 

— varions portiaib of him, 

• , .tf*. Iv. 393. 

lib eariy, long, habitoil, Johnsonkina, the collcetion so called, 
and systnmtick piety, 1. 13 , 59, Ii. 4S*; iH. 596. 

...« . « - ... „ JohmlooiSir James, iv. 950. 

Jones, Miss, 1. 966. 

Sir willhmi, B. 198; iii. 586. 

Jonlen,Mr.L5t,S9. 

Jenrnal, or diaty of fife, its niilily, L 

H. 369; fi.919; Hi. t76; iv. 14& 

107, iOB, 505; iii. 158, 169; iv. Xioland, end UioIiblLi. 968; 11958: 
947,365._ iii.410. 

" ■. Ids Htnieial tendnnes* of Iibhmcn mfac tetter with Enefisb 

nalnre, Immanii^ and affiddfiiy, i. tlian Ow Scots do, IL 949. 

187, 995,584 ; 0.3, SS6; UL78; trisb cleiny, eonsldemble sdiobn 
"•>>8. among aim, fi. 134. 


9IIIL S04; iL4, 191, 957, 357; HL 
87, 95, 96i iv. 9, 569, 597. 

hbindeprad«nee,L 361. 

- Ids in^titioD, 1. 415; 

■ lib nwfid fear of death, H. 

n Aifeoe- tSf *« . 


hr. 596. 
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JoHMiOK, hil dutreMCd dreimi- 
atanca, md filiil i. ISS. • 

- loKaUa wira^ L 186. 

■ .Ml extreme grief fiir her 
lOB^ i. ISf. 

■p ■■ compoaea her-fimenl aei^ 
men, L 198. 

-■ — — I ^ti Ozfind, 1. 816; end 
agail^ IL 4S8; W. 858. • 

■ obtafaia hia degree of A.M. 

from that UiiiTCiri^,!. 885. 

■ hb letten on that pecar- 
rence^ i, 886, fte.— Hie dipkiina, 


— dedinei taking holy orderi, 
,1.868. 

■ - loacahb mother, L 880. 

- ohtaina.a penaion of 8002. 
per. oaa. i. 815. 

tUU Oanihri&e, iL 8. 

■ created LI.. D. hy Hrlidty 

College, Dnhlln,iL 8. 

— j hy Oxford 

. ITnlverdty, 8.888—885.. 

- ■ lib interview with the Kma; 

,8.48. 

» appointed FrofeMor of Ai^ 

' ' dent litmtiire hi the Beyal Acap 
. ' demy, ii. 74. 

■ ■ endeavonia to get into Paiv 

Homent, 0. 189. 

— — mb to the Hehiidea. See 

MdHita. * 


Walea, IL 888. 

-■ ■ gtanc^ii. 880. 

—hb account of it, ii. 888,881^ 
etuq. 

— hb variona' placea of reaW 
dene^ 18.405. 

—— hb longand giadnd decline, 
iv.l98. 

■ hb TBiioivdbordera,tr.805, 

887,838. 

— medicd opidona on fab caae^ 
It. 805, 889. 

— hb propoaed tonr to Itail^ 
fbr hb health, 17.898, 800. 

— ■■ ■ pnigreaa of hb diasolndon, 
Iv. 851, to the end. 

hb will and codidl, iv. 878, 

374v— Bemarka on them. It. 87^ 
377. 

hb bnniing hb BISS. iv. 877. 

— hb MS. account of lib own 
lii^iv.878. 

— - hb death, iv. 888. 

- hb flmeial, hr. 890. 
fail mommienta and epitaph^ 
iv. 398, 894 


Ab ChmuUr and Uamm. 
Joanaon, hb peeidiaritiea of person 
and mamieia, 1. 17, 60^ 10^ 107, 
108, 416. 

■■ hb attentian to amall 

tfafaiga,iv. 158. 

• hb candonr, iv. $04. , 

' inereBied.as 


he admeed in lib, iv. 804. 

not a complalner, iv. 88, 


141, 854t addom courted 
others, ilL 818. 

not prone to inv^i 
aicainitbb owntime^iiLSSOj'Iv. 
854. 

— rr~: • 8***t ohservor of dm- 
ractmi^ Si. 81. 

■■ ■■ never eoiirted the groat, 
Iv. 88.' „ ^ 

■■ never got entirely lid of ■ 
hb prorindalpronandation, iL 1 68. 

> hv what means he attain. 


ed hb extmordinaiy aecnrapy and 
flow of langnage, 1. 158. 

* Ui vint to hb towii| 


' wherehefindatfahigidtereAi.818. 

fabUbiaiy,L871ilv.m. 

■ Ua love m tbo aequaintr 
anceof; 


'young peiioni, L,380. 

> hbobservance of certdn 


days,!. 418. 

- hb custom of tnlUiig to 


bimadt^ i. 416. . , 

' — hb watcbiniciiption, if. 


65. 

— — hb amnsemento Ihhbso- 
Slaiy lionn, Bi. 398. 

— - hb company aonght by 
fhw of the great, Iv. 88. 

Mend tiaib of hb ehn. 

laeterand mode of living, i. 86, 87, 
68,69,871,880,400,401; ii.l81, 
803, 860; ill. 81,78,184; iv. 40, 
77, 888, 891. 

— hb conrM of study desut 
toiy and irrmlar, i. 365. 

his intmctioiis fiv study, 

Si. 197. 

— fail earily aeqnbition of 
genend knowledgo^ 1. 38IL 

— - hb manner of composing 
Ids poetical woika, iL 85. 


fab*Kambbr,’iiL41. . 

— -■ - hb censure of one of hb 
*Bamblony'Si.461. 

— - ■ — at a fade period of nfe 
eodd liavo made hb ^Bamhlen’ 
better, iv. S77. 
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INDEX. 


Macanleari^Her. Mr. Kenneth, Wiac- MBW,il.a5fc . . 
eonnt Sidnt KUda, fi. 60, 154. Mnrdimoiint, Eaii of, iiL 344, 345, 

Mnebeni, Mr. IH. S6. 445. n ■ 

______ <DiMonBi7 of Geo- Mariborenyi, Dnkeo51. ndrert.xK. 

DadieHor,Lli4i IT. 


gtaplir,' 1. 145. 
atgnhiith, Johnaon’a < Obaerratioiu 
on,’ 1. 135. . 

Hacaranidi Venen, iii. S86. 
Maceleifleld, Lady, i ISO, &e. See 
Gn^ge. 

M'Donald, Sir Janei, i. 383. 

-SirAlexander(ne«Lord), 


49. 


iL 161. 


■ Lady Mafgaret,iS. MS. 


Afamor Na^foktaue, i. 104. 
Marriage, U. 113, 1^ 168, 3S9, 365, 
454: 111.6,85,307. . 

~ aeeond, li. 81. 

Bill, Bi^l, 11.150. 

' Matrii uMB al Thon^ a 
', 11. 118. 

aunaidl. Dr. 1. 315. 

Martinellfk .• Hlitoiy of En^and,’ U. 
oea. ■ 

Maly, Qneen of 8coti,L897: IL 878, 
897. 


Haekl'm, Charier the actor, iii. 5 
Hadanrin, Mr. 11.361: Si. 99. 

Madean, sir Allan, iii. 99. 

— Mr. Alexmder, ii. 405. »»». ... j — 

Johnioii'a Letter to Maaon, Her. 171111010,1.5,6:8. 336: 

• Uni,iLS0S. 

HaconatiyJS. 93,98^199, 137. Maiqner^ea, iL »8. 

_^u. < B-Krt MW".' 

«,-■ II ^n. ffi Mead, Dr. IS. 356. . . 

Mi^esi, 1. 836, 337, 44o: in. conrtltnttonal, re^ 

MSiBny,alIqnor ao colled, Ir. 48. *• ”*’• * 

— U!‘igyjrgrt5iy. 

__ — hisTneeayoi janin, >. „fp„„I,„nic,lB.4S5;.lr.84S. 

Mdne. Edmond, MSSaS’w.Si'.®^*** 

totS!tolSl09. Moidmnt,'a new ^edes of genUe. 

“”’‘"ftLi“™’eJblriW^ MS5l.idoua.85,105. ^ 

“ Metcalfr,^ip, Biq. Ir. 10(5 iSO. 

» J3.* » 

Mandpylllda Fawe oi mo coneeiraOB London, in. 


M^eJwiliamJnllns,lr.817. ’ 
qmie notw in *ixty or acreniy i. 83 & 

mK& Mr.'(tbecomporitor) fr. Sdteet,dcr«^^^ 

MaofSdd, Lord, IL 161, 189, 328: Mr. i,h defence of fee 

wliAcoont. Si. 86, 89. MctfmdbU, 1.390, -. 



XNDEXii 


410 


PeddoiB,popnhr,todbfici(GOveni* Pope, L 91, 105; ii. 8^ SLSS^S^ , 
inBnt,«i»vobtaiiiM,n.93i- ' —— compared rflliDiydai, a. 16; 
Fqrtoii,Ur.LM5|,iii158.- ir.19. ■ ; - 

PlRea!^ eontnuted Kith air.Fta, iO. La^.Bidiiiglinikeb deia^ 

869. ' . tionof,iu.6SK. ’ 

tfci> m niMBn .TiJiniiiili apt. — hb Xifi^ bj Hoffliaad, B. 169. 
ttpboiiiLllo.- ^ . • — — .Johmonli tnialatini of fab 

L.— 1 - the poet, JdhiaonliLUboii * ^ 

iir.ss. 


SD»^ (he diiper, now bin. 

CioDfih. Sof^dmcfa. - . 

Oi6iXma6Aac^i.l61: ffl.M 6 . -^ 77 — i&Epita^.L976i 

Pfainsii^en^ ancient, dudrgnod fan- r-a,^ t. 



nonr iiitli eadi other in dupatap 
tionaoeonnt8dfo,iii.'l9. * 
Pfa3aHiplnr,in.607. - 
Eietef4iL.S68. 

die leaned, hr. S48. 

Fmdar, Vettb tnnilatioB o^ ffl.478.* 
Pioe)i,bIihL419i lii.45,8l7i fr. 
305. 

-■ anecdotes of J[ehnion re- 
lated bybor, eoireeted.br o>9l>fai' 

ed,1. 15, 38, a.- 59, n. 353, nj fr. 
306-318. 


Johnfbnni LuboC fr. IS. .. 
— 1- Dr. WUtdr, fab * Old blanb 
Tnih,* 111463. 

Porter, bin. (aftenraida Jidnuonli 
orlffell.^. 

Lncgr,!- SB, n.; IL 460, 

466,468. 

— Jcifanienb le^en to, 9. 67, 

3^ 3841 ^S83tir. 57,110^111, 
197, SlOb 683, 887, 840,366. 
bba. the aetren Ir. 808. 


Porten, Dr. Bdlbj,I«td Bbhop of 
Lendao^in. 98^ MS; Ir. 45. •<. 
letter fiomlng to JcinH Portmor^ Bail elf fr. 834. , 
aoi^BL48S. - PndiefhinthoMwelpr^del^tliil, 

I Bom 'JofanioB to L 164. 
her, IB. 485; ir. 193. Pnjer, f r. 866. 

— ~lmileiqiieodetaher,lr. — j—lbr the dead, fi. 106. 

359. • ■ t ’ ]^ajmaandbIeditBt|onLj6faaiono^ 

Pl^ Bfi^t Hon. TTBBam.-Eail of ir.317ir— Hbestnoramaiypnyer 
. Cnatham, E 196; fr. 884. flirhbdepartedt^il87,191.- 

■ ■ fab* le^ Preaefalop « the estabUdied eldB7» 

ter-totheauthadTjonfabexarfioni LS9^ 
ftrjovenment^ Ir. s^-n. — ■ ■■ of mnale Qnaken, L 35)5. 

Pi^,notnatnialtoman,'j.378. '■ * Pr e cept o r,* Doddejr*^ 1. 147.' 

Plnta,Hr.iL898,n. ' Aodeettaaeon, IL 104. SeeJUtertp 


Plntiw tnwsl fiL S09o ' siHf IVnoiifVo 

Plaxtoi^ Ber.GeoiBL t u, n. e Prendeia^^Ir. remaitaible aneo- 
Pbgreiv-Porter, CUn^ Pdtefaard, dote tf,li. 184. 

. ir.S08. ■ . . PreKntfanen^ a remai1ca1|te atoiy 

P|ymoatli,-JohnoiibrUt to, 1.318, concmhibfi. 184. 

3sa PreilqrtetiBni^ 11. 104. 

Pocodc^ Edirar^ Bm prientaBcb Price, Dr. ir. 176. 

Bi. 870. PrieiUcgr, Dr., Jdmwn*a opfadott of, 

Poetiy, refleetioni on, B. 351; H. iLlS6; ir.'803,ii. ' 

36,37. Prince of trUes, Ui hanpimni, ir. 

—— not deanahlb 91,37. 150. 

thecanMof.leimingei bring Prin^,Sir Jdfaii,iB. 63. 

.preienred, in. SS^The beautiei PrinS^ 16.35. 

aottnndataUe^lb. ancient, n. 395. 

— ■ of JriuHon, obile Tcmib L FrioibPoeby,B.83( 1B.397. ■ 

i!7— 39. , Pritdiaid,MrhB.348. 

POete Jrinuon’aUveaor. SeeXfna. Probationer, B. 174. ^ 

Pidtanb Poemi, Jriumrib prq|ect> Pneniaton oTEdinbmiiAtlieif eaie, 
ed edition of, 1.56. ir.95. 

Poor,inEn^land,bettw,proridedlbr Protarimii^iomeoljeelionstoBiniB. 
Bnn in other conntiTfB. 138. iSa. ^ . 

BBS ■' ■ 
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O^i^Dr. Jolin, i. SfiO. ' 
O^edieipe, Geiu^ ■necdotcs of, L 
90s ii. 181, 18S, 18& 184, S&Oj 
SL59,8fi4. * ' 

Old «{!& iR< 804, 33r. 

Oldfirlh Dr. oncedotc of, ill. 5S. . ' 
OldMunvimldilion of JaTeiiiil,L 89. 
045 «, ^TUfianiilib pan In flw 
manMisrcnu^j. ISS. 

Olh'cr, Dame, JoubtohV idtoUmit 
tram, i. 18,19. ' 

* Ona Fodrioa,' iir. Sffr, n. . 
Oii^fiLll. 

OntmryJB. S14; Iv. n. 

OHM, Lord, Ins eaOcijr of ^etnres, 
la. S99. 

Oim^ Hr. the Uitotlaii^ iU. ssr. 

■ ■■■;■ - Crotato, la. S6, 

Oam,feba, tbe'fiAb EaildCl. 145; 
SlSs la.ldS. 

; -J — lit, 

Iifeof8irift^1iL‘S53.' ' 

Osboia, FIraaeb, Ins irorkf . IL 194. 
OsbomoL Thomas, the bookidler, L 
115. 

Osdai^ Poems o^ thdr merit and an* 
thcniidty dlseoncd, L 8S5; il. 198, 
804, 805,818,814, 8t<^ 593', la. 
S18uS19> , 

OsleotationjL 406; Hi. 453; ia. 151, 
STT. , 

* Othello,' Its ns eliil moml, iii. 88. 

- — . . ■ the dnmken dialogme In 
that rtar the mostesecneiit Of its 
iaiid,H.40. 

. ...- ■ the doetrinoiii that play— 

'he that b robb'ed,’ &e. couiro* 
aertcd,iv.849. 

Otsray, id. 46.4. 

Oxfotd Uidveni^, Mfibly ptahod, n. 
61; iii. 16. 

PAi'Mn8,the Rea. Hiomas Fyscbc, 
ia. 99. 

— . the Rf a. Jelm, fab amwar 
to Dr. Priestly, on l'hilnr6|diinl 
SCecesita, Iii. S91, ». 

I'alnrsflnn, Krtny, tlie Hcond Yi«' 
ctmnt,{.l93; it. 196. 
PimplifoKiu.8M. 

Pantinr, Dr. i. 41. 

Paoli, GenrnI, ii. 0.4, tS, iii, XS} 
iti, 65,835; iv. £96. 

Pamdi***, John. Rs<|. ia. 919, .11$, n. 
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. exercise their fndidil power, iiL 

■ 8*7. . 

— — efSeoUandiond their rndee 
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INUCX. 


4*21 


•DlfWwwy.rf SroW, Sir WIHain, f. SM ; II. IW l 
Twdi* *i>.| Cnwmlrc*-.* i. C-M. **»• 2^ S ^ „ . 
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Kctipiiiirt,iiii* lleljr. III. M. 

«• Jdl.n«aii*« inirr on Ihr 


R»*rnAii«^, li'c <if, i. H?« 
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utMiatAH fa Ilirtn Into 

Cfr.ib.ri. 

JlhiptmriditMr*, 

nM»IAradrni)>.{ei«iti«tHI.U.f4. »rrlrr,A*rltM*W,l.9| 
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TVcMf. 


mm. b a**. 


ocKIc, iii. 4ftft. 


W.4I. 


> tvilh Cor. 
■ with Mflioni 
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Pum, fii. SM; It. 51 , 88 a 


iKDfiX. 

Bdndeer, project ibr 'bitradudmr 
' them IntoEngiand, IL 171; 
Relatio^^' attachment primnded 
* on, diminUied’liy -commerce n. 
156. 

Bellglonand rel^ioni eataUidnacnli^'' 
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